Minutes of the meeting of Bucklebury Parish Council

held in The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury on

6.2

6.3

Monday 11" August 2025 at 7pm

Present: Cllr. B. Dickens (Chairman); Cllr. J. Allum; Cllr. G. Loader; Cllr. G. Pask; Cllr.
D. Southgate; Cllr. P. Spours; Cllr. C. Willett; ClIr. T. Williams; Cllr. L. Windmill; Cllr. G.
Woods; District Cllr. Read; Mrs. H. Pratt (Clerk).

One member of the public.

Apologies.

There were apologies for absence from Cllr. Teal.

Declarations of Interest.

Register of Interests.

There were no changes to the register of interests.

Declarations of Interest in Agenda Items.

Cllr. Windmill declared an interest in application 25/01913/HOUSE as the property is her
home.

[Public Session.

Bench opposite Peaches.

Andy Marcham has asked about replacing the bench on the grass area opposite Peaches, in
memory of his father Jack Marcham who recently died at the age of 98 having lived
overlooking the green from when the house was first built in the 1950s.

'WBC, who own the land, has been contacted and the Highways Department have indicated
that BPC must be responsible for the bench and have a license for it, which was agreed.
Andy Marcham will work with WBC, purchase and install the bench.

Minutes of the meeting of BPC on the 14" July 2025.

The minutes of the meeting of BPC held on Monday 14™ July 2025 were approved as an
accurate record of the meeting and were signed by the Chairman.

Chair’s Report

Pickleball Court behind the Memorial Hall.
A pickleball court on the tarmac behind the Memorial Hall is not practical. It was
questioned where else in the parish there might be space for such a court. Various

suggestions were put forwards.
Clerk’s Report.

Permitted Path from Bucklebury Village to the Walnut Tree Cottages.

The Clerk has spoken to the land owner of the northern route and he commented that it
would make sense for use of the path to include equestrians. The Recreation Ground
Committee are unlikely to accept equestrian use along the side of the Recreation Ground
which may make the southern route more practical. The Clerk has opened discussions with
Alasdair Jones-Perrott about the southern route, to include equestrians.

Next Edition of The Oaks.

The next edition of The Oaks will return to the original black and white format.

The deadline for submissions will be Sunday 7" September and the intention is that copy
will be printed and ready for distribution over the weekend of the 20%/21° September.
Commemorative Trees on the Recreation Ground.

The tree planted for Alderman Pask has unfortunately died due to lack of water. Cllr.
Allum will arrange for a replacement, up to the value of £250.

The possibility of an outside tap at the Victory Room and a water butt were put forwards.
The paint on the plaque for Erica Tipton’s tree has come off. The company who made the
plaque have agreed to redo the paint. Cllr. Allum is taking the plaque off for Mrs. Clarke
to organise this.
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L’lanning.

Planning applications on which BPC has been consulted by WBC:

25/01597/MDOPO2 — Former 5-10 Paradise Way, Chapel Row.

Request to modify/discharge a section 106 planning obligation dated 4 May 2023 between
(1) West Berkshire District Council and (2) Sovereign Housing Association Limited (the
Section 106 Agreement) in accordance with Section 106A(1)(a) of the Town and Country
Planning Act 1990.

BPC agreed no objection to this application, subject to Bucklebury residents having
supremacy.

Planning Decisions made by WBC:

25/00297/FUL — Staff accommodation, Bucklebury Farm Park.

Change of use of an existing Log Cabin at Bucklebury Farm to allow a flexible use of space
for farm workers dwelling, office space, meeting room, workshop, studio and nursery —
class C3, E(c), E(d), E(f) and E(g).

BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
25/00804/HOUSE & 25/00805/LBC — Bucklebury House.

Erection of new entrance hall building, associated alterations and works.

BPC had no objection to these applications which have been approved by WBC.
25/01011/HOUSE — Hawkridge Farm.

Part retrospective application for replacement electric metal gates and gate posts 1.85m
wide x 2.1m high (at highest point) to main drive, erection of new 1.83m high x 50m long
wooden fence alongside western boundary in rear garden, and erection of wooden
pedestrian side gate 1.83m high x 1.20m wide adjacent to farmhouse on eastern boundary.
BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.
25/01325/HOUSE — White Lodge, Hatch Lane.

Extension to existing double garage to provide ancillary accommodation (granny annexe).
BPC had no objection to this application which has been approved by WBC.

Update on the Local Plan.

Cllr. Dickens, Cllr. Spours, Cllr. Southgate and Cllr. Pask have had a virtual meeting with
Andrew Black (planning consultant) about next steps to mitigate the impacts of NE
Thatcham on the parish and the master planning process. Andrew Black will invoice BPC
when he has completed a full day’s work.

Cllr. Dickens has written to WBC following their meeting with parish councils about the
master planning process for NE Thatcham. This letter has been circulated to neighbouring
parish councils.

Adjacent Parish Applications.

There are no new applications within 200m of the parish boundary.

The Clerk will contact WBC and confirm whether application 24/00701/FUL for Ivinghoe
will be considered by the Eastern Area Planning Committee following only three letters of
objection to the amended application; there are considerably more than ten objections to the
application as a whole.

District Councillor’s Report.

There was no District Councillor’s report.

[Finances.

Expenditure against Budget to 30/6/2025.

The Clerk circulated a report of expenditure against budget for the first quarter of the year
(to the 30" June). Income of £20,708.17 has been received, this being approximately half
of the budgeted income for the year. Expenditure for the quarter has totalled £8,103.38.
The budget included £3,000 for the Memorial Hall, this was half of the ring-fenced sum of
£6,000. It has since been agreed to contribute the full ring-fenced sum to the Memorial
Hall (via Greenham Trust match funding) for essential maintenance works.
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Funds for BPC to contribute to the master planning process for NE Thatcham stand at
£6,764.00.
Payments to be approved:

Greenham Trust Ltd (Memorial Hall grant) £6,000.00
Bank charges (10/6/25 to 9/7/25) £7.25
Bibby Financial Services Ltd (July bin emptying) £53.04
The Victory Room — Bucklebury (rent for 4 meetings) £37.80
Clerk’s salary, pension and expenses £1,190.33

Bank Reconciliation to the 8 August 2025.

The Clerk circulated a bank reconciliation to the 8" August 2025 which showed a balance
of £13,599.18 in the current account once all cheques and lodgements have cleared.

To review balances as per most recent statements:

Lloyds Current Account: 18/7/2025  £24,637.01
Lloyds Business Instant Account for meadows: 18/7/2025  £25,673.69
Scottish Widows Reserve Account: 1/4/2025 £33,810.52
Scottish Widows Gilroy Account: 1/4/2025 £4,728.25

Fred Dawson Play area and Pump Track.

Agreement between BPC and the Memorial Hall on Management of the Play areas.

The Memorial Hall Committee is still to discuss the agreement.

Cllr. Dickens will contact the Chairman of the Hall committee; John Hicks and give him
the background.

Weekly Inspections.

There was no report on inspections of the play park or the pump track.

BMX Track funding for surface.

It was agreed that if District ClIr. Read agrees, a WBC Members Bid could be submitted to
help fund the tarmac surface of the BMX track.

Meadows.

Three quotes have been received for fencing work in the meadows. This work includes
demarcation of the east and west boundary with marker posts, fencing off the area
underneath the split oak and fencing between the meadows where there are gaps in the
hedge to deter dogs from running from one field into the other.

A sum of up to £2,500 was agreed for the fencing works.

Cemetery.

Cemetery Carols will take place on Monday 22" December following the same format as
previous years.

Highways.

Speed Indicator Device (SID).

SID continues to be deployed and 354,000 vehicles have been recorded so far this year. In
July, a vehicle was recorded reducing its speed by 40mph at Scotland Corner. SID has been
used for a Community Speed Watch (CSW) session at Scotland Corner.

Community Speed Watch (CSW).

To date there have been five CSW sessions in the parish, four with the speed gun and one
using SID. During the session using SID at Chapel Row 54 vehicles were recording
exceeding 35mph from a total 200 vehicles. The highest speed recorded was 55mph.
Three new volunteers have come forwards. The more volunteers, the more CSW sessions
which can be run. There was a discussion about targeting certain areas of the parish, for
more volunteers with a flyer to be included with The Oaks.
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There is one site which has been identified for CSW which is still awaiting approval from
Thames Valley Police. On average, 17% of vehicles are exceeding 35mph.

14  |Environment.

14.1 |Sustainable Bucklebury.

It is planned to hold the first Repair Café in Bucklebury on the 11" October. So far, there
are five volunteers to help run the session, two repairers and one PAT tester. It was agreed
that BPC would support the setting up of a Bucklebury Repair Café with up to £300. GL
In addition, it was agreed to support Sustainable Bucklebury with £200 for meetings.

14.2 |Chapel Row Phone Box.

Cllr. Pask circulated photographs on WhatsApp of the newly refurbished phone box in
Bradfield which cost approximately £3,000 including new glass and fittings.

The bare patches on the door of the Chapel Row phone box have been sanded and
repainted to protect it (the door is hardwood with aluminium inserts for glazing) until it is
decided what we can be achieved. The work needed is beyond that for volunteers and
grant funding needs to be considered.

Cllr. Pask commented that he will renovate/replace the internal shelving. GP
The Clerk will obtain a quote from the people who did the work on the Bradfield phone HP
box.

14.3 |Works on the Common.

All of the leaky dams are now installed and a pond has been dug in the gulley between
Fanny’s Lane and the Slade. A bench will be placed at the south end of the same gulley.
Funds have been secured for extensions to the paths, which will allow circular routes to be
created.

Work is scheduled to take place to remove the ash trees in Bushnells Copse.

14.4 |Parish Event in 2026.

Cllr. Woods reported that the Events Committee hadn’t met recently. However, they are
hoping to hold a Christmas Tree event this year.

It is planned that the Beerfest will take place next year. It had been hoped to run the
Chapel Row Fayre and the Beerfest on alternate years however the issue is finding
sufficient volunteers as everyone is busy.

It was suggested that an event be held in May on Chapel Row Green and the beacon be lit.
The aim would be a slightly toned-down version of the VE Day event, with fish and chips,
coffee and cakes, music and people encouraged to bring a picnic.

15 |Round Table Comments.

15.1 Boules Court.
Questions were asked about the proposed boules court at Chapel Row. There was some
confusion over whether planning permission was required and what foundations were
required.
15.2 Road by Bucklebury Ford.
The side of the road immediately to the north of Bucklebury Ford has been washed away.
Cllr. Williams has reported this to WBC.
15.3 Meadows.
There was a discussion about how the definitive line for the boundary of the meadows is
being determined.
The meeting concluded at 9.05pm.
Date of next meetings:
BPC Meeting:

Monday 8" September at 7pm — The Oak Room, Bucklebury Memorial Hall, Upper Bucklebury.
Bucklebury Planning Committee:

Tuesday 26™ August at 7pm — Cancelled due to lack of business.
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