


Chairman:	Cllr A AllenWHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Cllrs Present:	Cllr A Martin; Cllr C Kettle; Cllr R Thompson; Cllr M Richardson; 
Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr W Allen; Cllr K Howell; 
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Not present

Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 5th May 2026 
at Tilstock Village Hall

1 Election of the Chairman & Declaration of Acceptance of Office
The Meeting opened at 7:15pm with the election of the new Chairman. 
Cllr Richardson proposed Cllr A Allen as Chairman, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. The Declaration of Office form was signed as required. 

2	Election of the Vice Chairman & Declaration of Acceptance of Office	 
Cllr Richardson proposed Cllr W Allen as Vice Chairman, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed. Resolved. The Declaration of Office form was signed as required. 

3	Election of other Officers & Representatives:
a)  	NSAC/SALC Representative 


b) 	Representative(s) for Charities: Higginson C of E School Charity, Jane Higginson Charity; Samuel Higginson Almshouses Charity; Elizabeth Langford Almhouses; 
Cllr Kay was proposed and seconded by Councillors A Allen and Martin, all agreed. Resolved.
Whitchurch Relief in Need – Mrs Martinson will be contacted to be asked to continue as the Parish Council representative as proposed by Cllrs A Allen and Martin, all agreed. Resolved. 

c) 	Representatives for Ash Parish Rooms Committee
Cllr Kettle was proposed and seconded by Cllrs A Allen and Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 

d) 	Representative for Tilstock & Bradbury Village Hall
Cllr Thompson was proposed and seconded by Cllrs A Allen and Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

4	Delegation of powers to the Clerk
a	Delegation in line with the Council’s Scheme of Delegation
Cllr Howell proposed, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

b	To issue dispensations in relation to Disclosable Pecuniary Interests
Cllr Kettle proposed, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 

5	Civility & Respect Pledge – Councillor’s statement of assurance
Cllr Howell proposed that all Councillors sign the statement, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. Resolved.  

6	Chairman’s welcome, apologies, absences, announcements and public session 
At 7:25pm the Chairman welcomed everyone to the Meeting. Apologies were noted from Cllrs Haynes and Kay. No members of the public attended the Meeting.  A report from Cllr Ebbs was noted. 



7	To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct.  (LGA 1972 s94)
No declarations were received. 

8	Approval of the Minutes of the Ordinary Parish Council Meeting held on 7th April 2026
(Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1)
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the draft minutes from the last Meeting.  Cllr Howell proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Martin, all agreed. The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

9 	Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised. 

10	Correspondence – to consider correspondence circulated via email to inc: SALC bulletins inc Shropshire and Telford & Wrekin Local Nature Recovery Strategy; On the beat newsletter; 
Concerns were raised over the possibility of traffic visiting the proposed Veolia waste facility in Bronington using Hollins Lane as a short cut.  There are no passing places on this route nor any weight restrictions signs. 
The Clerk reported that the Grounds Maintenance contractor has been asked by a member of the Village Hall committee to cut the wild flower areas by the Hall this year.  Cllr Kettle to check if the area behind the bowling green is also to be cut. 
No action to be taken regarding the English Devolution Bill. 
An email from a member of the public was noted regarding maintenance at Ash Parva pond. As the Parish Council has an established working arrangement with a volunteer group which maintains the pond area it was agreed that no communication will be entered into with third parties which have not entered into the maintenance agreement.  Members of the public who have not signed the agreement will not be covered by the Parish Council’s Public Liability Insurance and will be liable for any damage, injuries, accidents etc if they choose to undertake maintenance work in this area. 

11	Housekeeping 
a) 	Policies for review & adoption:  Dignity at Work policy; Equality & Diversity policy; Scheme of delegation; Councillor/Clerk Protocol;
Cllr Howell proposed that the Council adopts all policies, seconded by  Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	Tilstock School 
It was noted that, despite several attempts to make contact with the Head and Governors of the School, that no response has been received. 
Cllr Kettle will try to engage with the Governors to follow up on the emails and letters sent. 

c)	Strategic Objectives Plan To consider proposals put forward from the Group to distribution of a Ward relevant newsletter 
The draft newsletters will be circulated for approval.  These will be published on the website once approved. Cllr Howell to arrange another meeting of the Strategic Objectives Working Group.

d)	Website – to enable Cllr to review the site for content	
To be taken forward for review. 

e)	Devolution – to enable Cllrs to discuss the English Devolution and Community Empowerment (EDCE) Bill and Governance pack
No response to be made. 

f)	Feedback from external meetings attended by Councillors
 No external meetings have been attended. 

12	Ward Matters – matters to report
i) Street lighting – Clerk’s feedback
It was reported that the light at the top of Hollins Lane is working. 
The Clerk reported that she has undertaken an inventory check of all of the street lights in the parish with Eon. This will be fed back to Shropshire Council (for the Joint Energy Agreement) once the work in Tilstock has been completed. 

ii) Grounds maintenance – to enable Cllrs to raise any issues/concerns: maintenance at Ash Village Hall; bus shelter Tilstock – cleaning
The bus shelter has been cleaned out.
A replacement free car parking sign is required for Tilstock. Clerk to source. 

iii) Play area inspections: to receive monthly reports/action any maintenance raised; 
The latest reports were noted.  Items for attention were noted for action.  

iv) Highways – to report concerns
All concerns to be reported via FixMyStreet. 

v) Road closures:
Ash Road, Whitchurch is programmed for Surface Dressing between Saturday 9th May to Friday 15th May during the hours of 7am to 5pm.The work is currently programmed to take place as follows: -9th – 10th May – Road Closure for Surface Dressing
15th May – Road Closure for White Lining
The road will have an initial sweep within 24 hours of the new surface being laid. The sweeper returns after 7 days to remove any residual loose chippings.

vi) Provision of play areas in Tilstock
Cllr  Thompson reported that he has emailed a landowner and is awaiting a response. 

vii) Motorcross
The season has finished for the summer. 

viii) Parker Allen Way 
Clerk to arrange a meeting. Quote from contractor still outstanding. 

ix) Ash Parva Pond – Update on works undertaken 
Latest work schedule noted. 

13	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8. Under this Local Government Act, the Parish Council is consulted by Shropsh
ire Council for its view on new planning applications. NB: Shropshire Council is the determining planning authority)
a) Applications: 
 26/01263/FUL  (validated: 02/04/2026)
Address:  Hillcrest, Ash, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DJ
Proposal:  Construction of replacement single storey extension
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=TCTU6WTDHIM00

Cllr Thornhill proposed supporting the proposals, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 


b) Decisions
26/00598/VAR  (validated: 16/02/2026)
Address:  Oak Hollow, Whixall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 2NZ
Proposal:  Removal of Condition No. 4 attached to permission N/80/74/WL/173 dated 29 May 1980
Decision:  Withdrawn
c)	Planning Appeals: none at the time of agenda publication

14 	Finance:
a)	Year End bank reconciliation/ figures & asset register for information/approval
Cllr Richardson proposed approving the bank reconciliation, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Thompson proposed moving £5k into earmarked reserves, seconded by Cllr W Allen, all agreed. Resolved. 

b)	To approve invoices/payments inc those received post agenda publication (pls see below)
Cllr Thornhill proposed all payments for approval, including the salary payment, seconded by Cllr Howell, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Insurance renewal – to review 
Cllr Thornhill proposed accepting the quote for a 3 year fixed agreement, seconded by Cllr A Allen, all agreed.  Resolved. 

d)	Annual grant payments – to approve
Cllr A Allen proposed making payments of £750 to each of the Churches and Village Halls, seconded by Cllr Richardson, all agreed. Resolved. 

e)	Joint energy agreement
Cllr Richardson proposed accepting the quote for £1324.72, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. 

f)	Training
Online training courses for the Clerk and Cllr Howell were approved by Cllr A Allen, seconded by Cllr Kettle, all agreed. Resolved. 

g)	Asset register for review
Cllr Richardson proposed that the asset register be approved, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agreed. Resolved. 
A new litter sign quote was proposed for acceptance by Cllr Richardson, seconded by Cllr Thompson, all agreed. Resolved. 
A no dogs allowed sign to be purchased from Amazon for the play area in Ash. Current signage to be checked for accuracy. 

	Date of invoice
	Name
	Reason for Payment
	Amount
	Chq no
	Power of Expenditure

	16/04/26
	BT
	Broadband x 2 halls
	£94.67
	DD
	Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	30/04/26
	Employee
	Salary
	£691.51
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	28/04/26
	Ray Parry 
	Inspection Ash playground 
	£51.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	28/04/26
	Ray Parry
	Inspection Tilstock playground 
	£51.00
	Online
	OSA 1906 ss9&10; PHA 1875 s64

	09/04/26
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£29.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	14/04/26
	Hugo Fox
	Website hosting
	£23.99
	DD
	LGA 1972 s111

	17/04/226
	Signs of the Times
	Car park sign
	£70.80
	Paid online
	LGA 1972 s111

	28/04/26
	SALC 
	Affiliation fee
	£930.15
	Paid online
	

	Date
	Name
	Purpose
	Amount
	
	

	16/04/26
	Bank
	Bank interest
	£42.83
	
	

	20/04/26
	Shropshire Council
	Precept
	£29,533
	
	

	30/04/26
	Shropshire Council
	NF
	£16,381.65
	
	



16 	Agenda items for the June Ordinary Meeting of the Parish Council 
AGAR and internal audit report. 

17	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a) To enable Councillors to receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised/ an opportunity to raise any potential breaches
No matters were raised for discussion.

There being no further business for discussion, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:31pm. 
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