

MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Draft Minutes of meeting held on 9th July 2026 at St Michael & All Angels Church
Present:-
Councillors, Charles Grimston (CG) (Chair), Graham Butcher (GB) (Vice Chair), Stephen Beale (SB), Philip Hodgkinson (PH), Tim Staley (TS), Lisa Griffiths (LG) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
Two members of the public.
1.  APOLOGIES (19.41)

Apologies were received from District Cllr Nigel Simpson (NS), District Councillor Grace Conway-Murray (GCM), District Cllr Jean Conway (JC) and Cllr Jaqui Bursnall (JB).     
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.42)

CG declared an interest in flooding issues.  PH declared an involvement in flooding issues.
Resolved  (i)  To note the position.     
3.  MINUTES (19.43)

The minutes of the meetings of 21st May 2026 and the APM of May 5th 2026 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the minutes on the web.  

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.44)

JC had provided a report on behalf of the District Councillors.  The council is getting to grips with the PFAS contamination at Heyford Park and has asked officers to keep the council in touch with their findings.  The council are looking at ways to mitigate the Camp Road closure over the next six months.  There is no news on the local plan yet.  The Puy du Fou application has not been through the planning committee yet.  GCM is in touch with highways on getting potholes fixed.  The council is awaiting the Government’s determination on the way forward with local government reform.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.45)

Three issues were raised.

1. Stiles  The three stiles reported for being unsafe a few months ago have been returned from fix-my-street with no action decisions.  These are privately owned stiles, and action needs to be taken.
Resolved  (i)  SC is to write to the owners of the fields concerned.  (ii)  The PC will accept responsibility for the stile in the bund fence.  (iii)  The contractor providing a quote for work on the play area is to be asked to quote on the stile (replace/repair etc).  (iv)  The PC is to commission this work if the budget is below £200, proposed CG, seconded GB, carried unanimously.  (v)  If the cost is greater the quote will need to be agreed under urgent business.  (vi)  SC is to ask GCM to get involved with this matter and hopefully a Stiles Officer can be traced (this post always existed in the past).  (vii)  SC is to circulate the photos of the stiles sent to fix-my-street.

2.  Ragwort  There is quite an amount of ragwort on the Stable Close bund.  This will need to be sprayed.  

Resolved  (i)  The contractor who is employed to check the trees can be asked to deal with this as part of their inspection if possible.  (ii)  If needed quotes will be obtained from separate contractors to get this work carried out.
3. Road Edges  The gutters and kerbsides have not been swept in some time and there is now a lot of grass growing in them.  This will hinder drainage in any wet weather.

Resolved  (i)  SC is to ask OCC to sweep the gutters.

6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.45)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  A clause will be inserted in the lease stating that the lease is signed ‘’subject to condition,’’ which will rule out imposition of any costs on the PC.  (iii)  SC is to circulate a copy of the lease to all councillors.  (v)  SC is to obtain the lease solicitors details from MKB.

6.02
Spinney Developments  This matter was discussed.              

Resolved (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to contact Jo Brooks (JB), former councillor, and ask her if she is willing to carry on the project for the old play area replanting, as this is to be funded by the Village Hall and Playing Field management committee and is not a current PC project.  (iii)  SC is also to ask JB if she is able to organise the transplanting of the remaining trees for the spinney from her land to the spinney in the autumn.  (iv) LG is to contact JB regarding the continued watering of the young trees in the spinney.  (v)  The contractor carrying out the tree risk assessment is to be asked about necessary guards and stakes for the trees going forward.  (vi)  SC is to ask JB for the details of the supplier used for guards and stakes and obtain a quote. 
6.03
Flooding  There was a brief and partial discussion of the issues.     

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to ask Tony Brummell (CDC) to make a formal request concerning the riparian landowner issues on Fulwell Rd.  
6.04
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  There has been no news on these matters.  

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.
6.05
Speeding  No effect on speeding has been noticeable so far.      

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda. 
6.06
VAS Signs  There has been no further news from OCC, despite GCM’s repeated requests for an update.      

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to continue to liaise with GCM as to dates.      

6.07
Problem Vehicles  This matter was discussed.      


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to contact the owner of the vehicle for a final time, with a deadline.  (iii)  If the matter is not resolved SC is to report the matter to the DVLA.
6.08
Overgrown signs  There are no signs of this type at the moment.    

Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii) Any signs which need attention in future are to be reported to SC.      
6.09
Newsletter  This matter was discussed.  

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  The PC will continue to distribute the newsletter by hand, with all councillors having a ‘’round’’ that they are responsible for.  (ii)  A villager has volunteered to produce the PC newsletter in future.  All ideas are to be sent to her, with copy if possible.  (iii)  The PC will continue to decide when a newsletter is necessary, rather than producing a regular issue. 
6.10
Bus Service  This matter was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  Although SC has had no official notification the word is out that the service has been cancelled:  SC is to post the official notice on the website when it arrives.
6.11
Insurance Renewal  This has been completed.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
6.12 
MW.0059/26  Comments were submitted on this application detailing PC misgivings about possible odour from the shallow ponds.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
6.13
26/00756/F  The PC raised no objection to this application but commented that the temporary nature of the installation should be robustly enforced.


Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
6.14  Play Area Inspection  This has been requested and confirmation received.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
6.15
OALC Training  This has been requested but no details received so far.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to remind OALC of the request.

6.16
PC Diary  This document has been produced and circulated.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.
7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (21.00)
The quarterly financial reports were presented.  The quarterly bank reconciliations were presented.  Internal controls were presented.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid.  The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented and signed.     
It was reported that there was £19,547.94 in the Treasurer Account and £5,440.85 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The April figures had been detailed in previous minutes.

The following had been paid out during May:

£20.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – email costs – pcm subscription)

£179.35 to Mrs J Brooks (Tuesday tea costs – met from funds held on their behalf)

£354.00 to Stevens Landscape Management (Running costs – grass cutting)

£11.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – internet costs – pcm subscription)

£82.00 to HMRC (General Admin – income tax)

£5.47 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website – SO correction) 

£84.00 to Mijan Ltd (General Admin – accounts subscription)

£374.25 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website) May payment

The following had been received during June:

£17.38 from HSBC (Bank interest to BMM Account)

The following had been paid out during June:

£500.00 to Clear Insurance (General admin – insurance – payment 1 of 3)

£500.00 to Clear Insurance (General admin – insurance – payment 2 of 3)

£87.50 to Clear Insurance (General admin – insurance – payment 3 of 3)

£278.80 to Eugenia Skelly (General admin – internal audit)

£20.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – email costs – pcm subscription)

£354.00 to Stevens Landscape Management (Running costs – grass cutting)

£200.00 to CDC (General admin – election costs)
£11.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – internet costs – pcm subscription)

£82.00 to HMRC (General Admin – income tax)

£379.72 to SC (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website) June payment

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – Salary/expenses/allowances/tax – July - £461.72 (LGA 1972 S112)

Clerk – Salary/expenses/allowances – May - £379.72 (LGA 1972 S112)

Clerk – Salary/expenses/allowances – June - £379.72 (LGA 1972 S112)

Eugenia Skelly – Internal audit - £278.80 – (General admin)

Stevens Landscape Management – Grass cutting - £354.00 (Running costs)

CDC - Election costs - £200.00 (General admin)

Five more invoices had arrived since the posting of the agenda and were allowed to be considered as urgent by the Chairman.

Hugo Fox – direct debit for .gov.uk emails – £20.99pcm (General admin)

Hugo Fox – direct debit for website - £11.99pcm (General admin)

Stevens Landscape Management – grass cutting for June - £354.00 (Running costs)

Clerk – Salary/expenses/allowances/tax – August - £461.72 (LGA 1972 S112)

Npower – electricity - £3.36 (Running costs)

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to accept and sign the bank reconciliations.  (iii)  to postpone internal controls until the next meeting.  (iv)  TS is to be the internal controller.  (v)  SC is to give TS details of internal control procedure.  (vi)  To approve payment of invoices.      
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (21.15)
There has been one request for S137 monies on behalf of the Pop up Pub, in the amount of £183.00 for foamex signs.  Several invoices had been agreed for payment under urgent business.       
Resolved (i) To pay for the signs, proposed CG, seconded PH, carried unanimously.      
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (21.20)
No further news has been received.        
Resolved (i) To note the position. 
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (21.21)
GB reports that he has walked the playing field this month.  Other matters were discussed.              
Resolved (i)   GB is to share the duties of the weekly inspection of the play area with TS if he is away.  (ii)  CG is obtaining quotes for the work on the play area and will circulate them for approval.    
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (21.25)
No new resident is known of this month.                     

Resolved (i) SC is to circulate the welcome letter to all councillors.        
12.  ROAD REPAIRS (21.26)

No issues are raised.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.

13.  REVIEW OF ASSETS (21.28)
SC has produced a more detailed asset register with location and insurance value added to the information.     

Resolved  (i)  This document will be kept confidential and will not be placed on the web.  (ii)  SC is to add an explanatory note as to why some items on the register are only valued at £1.  (iii)  SC is to circulate this document to all councillors.

14.  EMPLOYMENT CONTRACT (21.35)
The matter of a contract was discussed.    
Resolved  (i)  SC is to forward a copy of her Statement of Particulars to PH.  (ii)  SC is to obtain a model contract and forward it to PH.  (iii)  PH is to produce a contract of employment for the Clerk/RFO for the September meeting if possible.

15.  RESILIENCE (21.45)
The new contingency plan document was reviewed.  

Resolved  (i)  SC is to ask Mike Kerford-Byrnes (former Chair) to provide information on the volume of paperwork which he is currently holding for the PC.  (ii)  The PC will then look at suitable safes to purchase and decide on where to install the PC safe.  (iii)  The deeds and plans are to be scanned and held electronically on a backup device, which can be stored in a councillors small safe.  (iv)  SC is to start the process of scanning the old minute books, so that the information is still available to the PC, then archiving them with CDC.  (v)  Resilience is to be an item on the September agenda.

16.  HS2 FUNDING FOR PLAY AREA FENCE (21.55)
There is funding available from HS2 for suitable projects in Finmere.  
Resolved  (i)  SC is to re-circulate the information on this funding.  (ii)  The PC is to consider whether a fence for the play area is the best use of this money.  (iii) A councillor is needed to run with the application.  (iv)  A possible purchase of a concrete table tennis table is suggested.
17.  GDPR PAPERWORK (22.00)

SC explained the paperwork necessary for GDPR regulations and provided examples.

Resolved  (i)  Councillors to study and complete the required forms for the September meeting.    
18.  TREE CHECK LIST (22.05)

The matter of the PC management of the trees for which it is responsible was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  The PC is to employ a professional contractor to check all trees that are the responsibility of the PC, proposed CG, seconded GB, carried unanimously.  (ii)  CG is to proceed with obtaining quotes and is to circulate them for a decision under urgent business.  (iii)  SC is to ask Jo Brooks (former councillor) to send the PC the map of the trees locations if she has one.  (iv)  Jo has confirmed that she will be happy to take the person who is dealing with the trees around the village to show where all the trees are located.
19.  CORRESPONDENCE (22.19)
Correspondence for meeting 
None
Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda
a - 26/01532/F – Glebe Farm – erection of hay barnand area of permeable hard standing

Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda

b - Meet the Paralympian invite

c – Climate Action consultation

d – Talking Tables invite

Road closure notices – for info 
OALC May newsletter – for info

Puy du Fou opposition coalition confirmation – for info

e - Fire Safety clarification request

Update on pothole from fms – fixed – for info

f - Request for info on airfield from Tingewick PC

g – stakeholder consultation on rural road speeds

h – Clear insurance warning on invasive plants

i – Request for funding from Clean Slate

PCC update – for info

OALC June newsletter – for info

j - Fix my Street Super User advice

k – CDC Planning Designation report

Paralympic summer newsletter – for info

Usual reports – for info

Resolved (a) This is to be taken by PH, SC is to ask Jo to give some assistance.  (b)  The PC had not realised the connection with the Paralympics that Finmere has.  Any councillors who would like to can attend.  (c)  Any councillor can take part.  (d)  Any councillor wishing to attend should inform SC.  (e)  Fire risk assessments have been requested from the Sports Club and the Village Hall and Playing Field committee.  (f)  SC provided the information.  (g)  Any councillor can participate in the survey.  (h)  The contractor looking at trees is to be asked to check for these also.  (i)  SC is to forward this to PH so that he can check suitability.  (j)  The member of the public present asks for this information to be sent to him.  (k)  SC is to re-circulate this email.
20.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (22.24)
20mph Signs – Two speed signs have been hit by passing vehicles and twisted.  One in Mere Rd and one in Valley Rd.

Emergency Plan – SC has brought in the Clerk magazine, which contains an article on parish emergency plans.

Resolved  (i)  SC is to report the bent signs on fix-my-street.  (ii)  CG takes the Clerk magazine to study the article. 
21.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (22.29)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday September 8th 2026.      
Meeting closed at 22.30.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 

None
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