

PTM 10 25
[bookmark: _Hlk212490239][bookmark: _Hlk523741982]                                             Planning & Transportation Committee held on
                                            Monday 27th October 2025 at 19.30 in the Village Centre

Minutes
Present: Cllr. Radford (Chairman), Cllr Picot, Cllr Collins and Nick Manton (Co opted member)
In attendance: Zoe Brookman (Clerk) 

1. Apologies: Cllr Blundell – other commitments.
2. Declarations of interest: Cllr Radford 25/02329/FUL – Neighbour of applicant – Nick Manton took over as Chair for the discussion of this application, Nick Manton 25/02497/FUL – acquaintance of applicant.
3. Decisions:
Granted:
[image: ]
3x 3 bedroom Scandia Hus Timber frame self builds houses including two garages. New access with associated parking and hard standing.
Granted 12th September
Refused:
[image: ]
Demolition of existing buildings and erection of a two-storey terrace with
accommodation in the roof comprising 7 dwellings, new access drive and 16 parking
spaces.
Refused 16th October
           Appeals:
           Appeals granted:
           Appeals: Refused:
No longer valid:
Withdrawn:
Prior Approval not Required:
4.  Applications Received:
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Change of use of existing ancillary domestic building to independent residence. Double Garage.
Comment by 27th October
Object pending clarification;
We object pending clarification due to inadequate information as listed below;

-	We note that the building in question has been in existence for over 4 years, but was  
    initially used for storage only, we request clarification as to when the change of use to 
    domestic was approved on the building and confirmation that the correct Council Tax band 
    has been allocated.

-	We note that the Design & Access statement is too brief and provides inadequate    
    information.

-	We request clarification on the shared driveway which indicates that this is not a  
    standalone property and whether the second entrance has adversely affected the drainage 
    and is the surface permeable?

-	This application includes a retrospective application for a double garage built three years 
    ago. Can Sevenoaks please clarify if this should be a separate application?
-	We strongly disagree with the flood risk assessment which indicates no flooding problems.
     Quite the contrary, there is significant risk of flooding on the site - Randles Lane has be  
     flooded to above 'welly' height in recent years and the Farm sits on a water course which 
     heads across towards the dip where Deerleap Lane meets Rushmore Hill.
    This problem has recurred with the heavy rain in recent days making Randles impassable.
    The flood risk assessment also omits the reoccurring flooding issue at the end of Pound   
    Lane that leads the road to collapse every few years.

-	We are concerned that there is no mention of main draining and therefore the sewage run 
    off could easily enter the water course.
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Demolition of 2no. existing barns and erection of 1no. dwelling with associated works.
Comment by 5th November.
Object;

Given that the aparthotels application were granted in a remote location of the current dilapidated barns, this original location would not increase the potential bulk in the Green Belt
We are disappointed with the proposed Design which is not  aesthetically pleasing and not in keeping.

The change in designation use to commercial would support the construction of an apart hotel but not a domestic dwelling.

There appears to be an unwillingness on behalf of the applicant to pursue the original scheme as we note the proposal to trade the original barns for an alternative domestic dwelling in exactly the same style that has now been applied for. This calls into question the  original justification for the aparthotels.

It is noted in the proposal there is a reference to this build being self-build status which we note permits potential changes beyond the scope of this application. 
                                                                                                          
   
Whilst we note the reference to the adjacent property development at Blueberry Farm , we take the view that each application should be viewed on its own merit.
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Outline application (with all matters reserved except for access) for up to 660 dwellings (Use Class C3), a retirement village of up to 150 units (Use Class C2) and care home (Use Class C2) together with a primary school, local centre, café and country park with associated car parking and landscaping.
Comment by 12th November

The discussion on this application was deferred to a later date. The Planning committee will meet to discuss ahead of the comment deadline. 
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Conversion of an existing stable building into a new dwelling with associated parking, patio and amenity area. Landscaping and creation of a new access. Boundary treatments and relocation of existing gate.
Comment by 10th November

Object:
In preparing our notes on this application, we are concerned that there would appear to be a discrepancy in the sequence of applications as we have been unable to find the application granted to relocate the stables.

In the absence of this document we are unable to establish if we were consulted.

We request the arboricultural specialist to carry out a review of the proximity of the root system of trees to the proposed road works. 

We have concerns that the sequential changes have led specifically to the current situation.

Our comments to previous application 25/00050/FUL still stand and if Sevenoaks are minded to grant this application we would request Permitted Development rights be removed for the entire site.


	Other Planning Matters
1. a. Sevenoaks Local Plan and Fort Halstead. 
The planning committee with meet further to discuss comments on the Local Plan consultation ahead of the deadline.

              

5. Transportation Matters

Meeting ended: 21.16


Signed……………………………………………………………………


Date………………………………………………………………………….
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25/01372/FUL THE OAKS FARM RANDLES LANE KNOCKHOLT TN14 7NG
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25/02329/FUL LAND SOUTH OF 1 SINGLES CROSS COTTAGES BLUEBERRY LANE TN14 7NH
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25/02129/OUT FORMER BROKE HILL GOLF COURSE SEVENOAKS ROAD HALSTEAD KENT TN14 7HR 
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25/02497/FUL LAND EAST OF STRAWBERRY COTTAGE BURLINGS LANE TN14 7PE
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25/00644/FUL LAND EAST OF THE TALLY HO MAIN ROAD KNOCKHOLT TN14 7NT
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25/01388/FUL THE THREE HORSESHOES MAIN ROAD KNOCKHOLT TN14 7LD


