LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 9TH  JULY, 2007, AT 8.00 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

PRESENT: 
Councillors Mrs. J. Whittle in the Chair, Ms. P. Hutchings (Vice-Chair), 

Mrs D. Goodman and Mrs. D. Peace.

Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk

In attendance: T&W Councillor J. Seymour.

Prior to the meeting David Coxill, T&W Planning Officer for Minerals, updated the Council on the progress of the Coalmoor DPP Site restoration plan.

He also outlined relevant matters relating to the imminent application from UKCoal to extract coal and clay from within the Parish.

He kindly offered to meet with the Parish Council at any time to assist with future mineral planning applications.

699) PARISH CONCERNS:

1. Brian Hendley felt that the letter from the Clerk had not answered his question regarding the shoot.  He also pointed out that the information about the shoot on the web site needed updating.  He reported that he had had a meeting with P.C. Judith MacPherson about the shoot

2. Mrs. H. Betts said that she had signed the Charity Commissioners annual return for the currant year as the previous Parish Council representative on the Village Hall Committee.  That representative was now Cllr. Pat Hutchings and she would need to be the signatory for future returns.

3. Four parishioners raised the question of flooding in the vicinity of 68 Spout Lane and Bungalow Farm.  They reported that they had raised the issue of the drainage back in 2005 with T&W and again on 15th May 2007 but nothing had been done. It was noted that part of the flooding problem was water coming off adjacent fields.  There was a further problem in winter of water on Spout Lane, at the same location, which froze over and made the road very dangerous.  The road surface was also crumbling and the road needed resurfacing.

700) APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:

There were none.
701) DECLARATION OF INTEREST:

There were none.
702)) TO CONFIRM THE MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD 

ON TUESDAY 12TH June 2007.

The Minutes of the meeting held on 12th June 2007 were confirmed as a correct record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.

703) ISSUES ARISING FROM GAME SHOOTING
P.C. Judith MacPherson had agreed to act as a “go-between” between the shoot organisers and the village and would try to obtain the dates when the shoot was taking place.

704) UPDATE FROM CLLR. GOODMAN AND ACTIONS TO PROGRESS THE VERGE PLANTING.
Cllr Goodman reported on her meeting with Pete Lambert about the type of plants to be used and the possible locations for the verge planting.  The following issues were raised:

1. The need for Health and Safety issues to be addressed whilst the planting was physically taking place.

2. The actual location sites for the planting.

3. The cost of the planting.

4. Whether we wanted to plant wild flowers specific to our location or to represent the whole range available in Shropshire.

5. The timing of the verges being cut so not to jeopardise the growth and reproduction of the plants.

6. To try to give colour in the verges from April to October.

It was suggested that photographs of other hedgerows and verges be taken so as to inform the Council of appropriate plants.

It was suggested that Cllr. Goodman meets with Tony Barnsley, T&W Environmental Officer, who is responsible for our verges.

705) UPDATE ON GRANTS FOR RURAL TRANSPORT FROM CLLR. PEACE AND TO DECIDE ON THE FUTURE OF TAXI VOUCHERS.
Cllr. Peace gave a break down of the usage of the Taxi tokens and the requirements for a new grant application.

The Council agreed to leave their decision on the future of taxi vouchers to a later date in order to see what would happen with the proposed changes in the rural transport policy.

706) THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A PLANNING SUB-COMMITTEE TO DEAL WITH ANY URGENT PLANNING APPLICATIONS MADE DURING JULY AND AUGUST.
It was agreed that should there be a planning application that needed urgent attention then an extra-ordinary Parish Council meeting would be called by the Clerk to deal with the application.

707) TO AGREE THAT CHEQUES CAN BE SIGNED BY AUTHORISED SIGNATURIES DURING THE SUMMER BREAK.
It was agreed that any two of the three signatories could sign cheques and that this would be reported in the Clerk’s next report.

708) CLERK’S REPORT
Litter/ dog waste bins

1. The Parish Council agreed with the location of the litter/waste bins with the exception of the one by the wells on Huntington Lane, this bin to be located in New Works Lane.

2. It was agreed that if the meeting with Tony Barnsley resulted in alternative sites then the Clerk, in consultation with the Chair, could agree the new locations.

3. It was agreed that the Clerk could authorise the installation of the bins subject to 2 above.

Local transport update
1. It was agreed to invite Charlotte Bone (T&W Rural transport Officer) to the meeting on Monday 8th October.

SALC

1. The attendance at the following courses was agreed: John Marcham, Freedom of Information Act 2006 on 3rd September; Cllr. Pat Hutchings and John Marcham, Budget and Precept on 5th September; Cllr. Peace and John Marcham, Law & Procedures/Role and Responsibilities on 24th September.

2. It was agreed to fund the cost of the weekend training course for the Clerk.

709) PLANNING:
To consider:

Planning application CC/W2007/0804 (Full Planning):


Applicant: Keith Aldin


Proposal: Single Story side extension, replacement of existing asbestos roof with flat roof and brick parapet, and erection of detached carport.

Site Address: The Old Coach House, Witchwell Lane, Little Wenlock.

It was agreed that the Parish Council had no objections to this planning application unless there are objections from neighbouring properties.  It was noted that an existing asbestos roof was to be removed and it would be expected that this is done by an appropriately registered contractor.

To respond to the consultation on the Coalmoor DPP Site:

It was agreed to fully support the proposed restoration of the Coalmoor DPP site following the recent consultations outlined below:

1. A survey of the aquatic invertebrates of Lydebrook Dingle,

2. HERPETOLOGICAL SURVEY AT LAND AT COALMOOR, and
3. BOTANICAL ASSESSMENT OF LAND AT COALMOOR.

710) TO RECEIVE REPORTS ON BOROUGH LIAISON:

T&W Councillor Miss J. Seymour outlined the recent political developments and the impact that they may have on the rural areas.  She also outlined her role as a Cabinet member for Adult and Consumer Affairs.

711) INDIVIDUAL REPORTS FROM COUNCILLORS

1. It was agreed to review and update the Emergency Plan and to inform T&W of any changes.

2. It was agreed that the Clerk would review and amend the Parish Information Sheet and also make sure that changes relating to the web site were passed to Alan Lees.

3. Cllrs. Peace and Whittle reported that the main issue concerning the Council from the recent SALC Committee meeting was in relationship to Child Protection Issues which needed to be brought to the notice of the Village Hall Committee.

4. Cllr. Goodman reported that she had met with Andrew Careless (T&W Footpaths Officer) and that the bridle way on the Swan Farm site had been cleared and reinstated.

5. Councillors would consult with George Chancellor on the Community Newsletter and it was hoped that one could be published in August.

6. The Parish Council agreed in principle to the joint funding with the PCC, and possibly the Village Hall Committee, of a gazebo for outdoor functions.

712) ITEMS FOR INFORMATION
1. The confusion over the Internal Auditor and the role of Cllr. Goodman in relationship to the accounts was explained by the Clerk; Cllr. Goodman is not the Internal Auditor. 

2. It was noted that a decision made by the Parish Councillors should not be revisited for three months.  This should be stated in the Standing Orders.

3. The Clerk to enquire whether it is a requirement for all the footpaths to be walked annually.

713) FINANCE.
1. The following accounts were agreed for payment in accordance with the budget as listed in the attached Clerk’s Report. 

K. Smith Contracting

Grass Cutting





£282.00

T&W Council


Recharge of costs of Parish Election

£426.00

John F. Marcham

Clerk’s Salary





£122.40

Customs & Revenue

Tax on Clerk’s salary



£34.52
SALC



Clerk’s Residential Training Course

£275.00
John F. Marcham

SLCC Practioners Guide



£16.99

Npower



Energy Consumption



£85.94

Npower



Energy Consumption



£12.69

Npower



Energy Consumption



£6.47

J.A. Nicholls


Internal Audit




£75.00

2. The Parish Council agreed to finance the Carbon Reduction Group’s showing in the Village Hall of Al Gore’s film ‘An Inconvenient Truth’ on Fri 7th Sept.
3. The Clerk reported that the Internal Audit had been successfully carried out.

4. Bank Balance on 1st July stood at:

The Community Account stood at £4,270.45 with 2 uncleared cheques to the value of £380. 

There is one cheque for £1000 to be paid into the bank.

The Deposit Account stood at £7513.83.

5. The Clerk raised the question of buying an accounting package called D0$H as recommended by John Walsh of SALC. It was agreed that the Clerk will find out the cost of the package and this purchase reviewed at the next meeting.

714) DATE OF NEXT MEETING:
The date of the next meeting is Monday 10th September 2007.
