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	Devolution and local government reform – election cancellation
	The County Council elections planned for May 2026 have been cancelled and we can assume there will never be any further County Council elections.
So as predicted we have ended up in a position where the biggest change in local government in a generation will all be implemented with virtually no public involvement and with all elections over the period cancelled.

	Support for Ipswich’ bid for City of Culture 2029.
	Mid Suffolk Councillors unanimously agreed to support Ipswich becoming the City of Culture in 2029 .  The status is a competition run by the Government's Department for Digital, Culture, Media and Sport (DCMS) every four years, with a £ 10 million prize. 
The government’s Department for Culture, Media and Sport will then longlist up to eight bids, awarding each a grant of £60,000 to support them with developing and strengthening their full application over a three-to-four-month period from February until May/June 2026.

	Community Nature Recovery Grants
	The New Community Nature recovery grants were launched in January.  Community groups are able to apply for grants up to £50.000 for projects such as expanding wildlife corridors, tree planting, creating wildflower meadow and other environmental initiatives to safeguard natural spaces for future generations.  More details of the grants can be found on the website  https://www.midsuffolk.gov.uk/w/boosting-biodiversity-by-funding-nature-in-your-neighbourhood 

	Better Recycling update.
	A leaflet explaining the changes to waste collection has been delivered to all homes in Mid Suffolk.  More items such as tetra-pak, plastic bags and film will be able to be recycled and there will be a weekly food waste collection too. Residents will begin to receive their new bins over the coming months ready for the new collections to start in June 2026.

	Locality Funding
	I am delighted to have been able to help with the following projects in the Stonhams from the councillor locality budget.
· Electronic scoreboard Earl Stonham Cricket Club 
· Upper Gipping Farm Cluster new website design  
· Purchase of a replacement stage curtain rail Crowfield Village Hall   
· Consultant for 3G pitch project Debenham Sports & Leisure 
· Repairs to play equipment Mickfield Parish Council 
· Replacement of the village hall floor and stage Stonham Aspal Village Hall
· Support with running costs Stonham Aspal FC
· Coach hire for an outing Earl Stonham Over 60’s club
· New heaters for Framsden Village Hall
2026-27 locality funding budget will be launched in the spring.

	Sewage Sludge
	Mid Suffolk District Council is calling for urgent action by the Government to tighten regulations governing the spreading of sewage sludge on agricultural land, citing serious concerns for public health, farming and the environment. 
Sewage sludge contains a mixture of harmful contaminants, including so-called “forever chemicals” (PFAS), microplastics, pharmaceuticals and hormone-disrupting substances – many of which are not regulated or routinely tested for under current legislation dating back to 1989. 
It follows growing concern in Suffolk after independent testing in late 2025 found water at a sewage sludge processing site near Wattisham air base, operated by contractors handling sludge from Thames Water, contained more than 170 times the recommended safe levels of ammonia, posing a serious threat to aquatic life in the area.
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