Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting for Urgent Matters Only
held at 7pm on Tuesday 4th February 2025 at the Village Hall
Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley, Cllr Wright, Cllr Betts, Cllr Mitson, Cllr Brooks
Attendance: Sam Pass (Clerk)

	25.14
	Member Absences
Cllr Mullings

	25.15
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest 
Cllr Wright non-pecuniary interest in relation to planning application DC/25/00124

	25.16
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting on 7th January 2025
Those present at the meeting unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting for the above dates were an accurate record, and the Chair signed a copy.

	25.17
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks delivered his report to those in attendance and a copy can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/

District Councillor Nick Hardingham not in attendance but a copy of his report can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/


	25.18
	Contributions by Members of the Public
There were no members of the public in attendance.


	25.19
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25.19.3

	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications 
DC/25/00124 | Application under Section 73 of The Town and Country Planning Act 1990 - Variation of Condition 1 (Approved Plans and Documents) DC/21/03589 (allowed under appeal decision APP/W3520/W/21/3289746) dated: 20/11/2023 - Reserved matters following grant of outline application DC/18/04191 dated: 07/02/2019 - Appearance, Landscaping, Layout and Scale for Erection of 5no. dwellings and construction of new access, following demolition of 1no. existing dwelling. Discharge of Condition 9 (Hedgerows), Condition 10 (Surface Water Drainage Details), Condition 11 (Roads and Footpaths), Condition 13 (Parking and Turning), Condition 14 (Refuse Bins and Collection Areas), Condition 15 (Fire Hydrants) and Condition 16 (Construction Management) | Land To The Rear Of The Leas Quoits Meadow Stonham Aspal Suffolk
There were several concerns raised, particularly around the phasing of the project, the potential impact on the local residents, and whether the proposed changes to the application are considered fundamental or non-fundamental.
1. Phasing Concerns: The mention of phasing is new, and it’s causing concern about the potential for the project to drag on, leading to noise, dust, and disruptions for the people living adjacent to the site. Phasing wasn’t initially mentioned in the outline approval or the appeal, and the planning inspector described the project as a "short-term" one. Phasing hasn't been sufficiently explained in the application, which is a valid concern. The lack of clarity around why phasing is necessary is concerning.
2. CIL (Community Infrastructure Levy): It's noted that because of the phasing (which starts with cutting the ground of the first house), CIL will be due. This could potentially add an extra financial burden on the project and delay the build.
3. Fundamental vs. Non-Fundamental Change (section 73): There's a question of whether the change related to phasing is a non-fundamental or a fundamental change. This could affect whether a new application or a simple variation of the original planning consent is required. If it’s considered a fundamental change, it may require more scrutiny or a new application.
4. Impact on Human Rights (Article 8 of the Human Rights Act): Concerns around the potential negative impact on the local community's right to peaceful enjoyment of their homes, as per Article 8 of the Human Rights Act. Phasing could extend the disruption over a longer period, affecting residents’ quality of life, particularly in Quoits Meadow.
5. Application Completeness and Safety Issues: There’s also a mention that the application doesn’t address the demolition of the first house in detail, only the road and the five new houses, leaving some uncertainty about the full scope. Additionally, there’s a concern about the safety of coming out of the road, which may not be clearly addressed.
In sum, the application raises valid questions around its completeness, the reason for phasing, and the impact on the local community. It seems like there’s a need for further clarification on these points before proceeding with the project.  For these reasons members objected against this application. 

Decision Notices
DC/24/04738 | Householder Application - Construction of solar panels to roof of an outbuilding. | Sweetbrier Barn Debenham Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6BZ – granted 

DC/24/04940 | Application for Listed Building Consent - Skimming inside of the chimney with a lime mortar mix to repair cracks. Repoint external brickwork with lime mortar mix. | Kiosk Cottage The Street Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AF – granted 

DC/24/05056 | Planning Application - Construction of 3no dwellings following demolition of an existing barn (following approval under Class Q DC/23/02404 and planning permission DC/24/03033). | Mill Green Farm Debenham Road Stonham Aspal IP14 6BZ – granted 

DC/24/05381 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/23/03603 - Condition 4 (Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy) | Mill Cottage Mill Green Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DA – granted

DC/25/00003 | Application for a Non-material Amendment relating to DC/24/03387 - Change to location of gate as shown on drawing 4462-05E and details of gate design/materials. | Angel Hill Farm Norwich Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 5DN – granted

Other planning matters – there were no other planning matters.


	25.20



	Finance

Authorisation of payments – were agreed and the payment sheet signed by Cllr Emberson and Brooks:
Clerk salary for January £224.02
Clerk office expenses for printing £1.49

	25.21

25.21.1

25.21.2


25.21.3


25.21.4


25.21.5





	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

People and Place Plan – Cllr Morley confirmed that the working party are meeting next week.

Mickfield speed change – Cllr Wright
Cllr Emberson has contacted the Chair of Mickfield Council, waiting on a response.

Recreation ground – Cllr Betts
Meeting with suppliers next week to obtain quotes for new grounding.

Village road closure – Cllr Emberson
No update.  Clerk to contact Orbit Housing for information on the diversion route.

SID data results – Cllr Emberson
Data from the village speed indicator device situated at Scotts HIll and A1120 have been analysed, results as follows:
· Scotts Hill between August 24 to January 25, the average speed was 28.7 mph
· A1120, between July 24 and January 25, the average speed was 27.3 mph
The presentation is available to view on the PC website: News and information » Stonham Aspal Parish Council


	25.22




	To note any communications
· Add SID results
· Information of A1120 road closure
· Update on precept
· CIL application reminder with a deadline of 4th March for consideration on 7th April

	25.23
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting
Cllr Emberson has sent a reminder to MSDC regarding his complaint.


	25.24
	Next parish meeting arranged for
4th March 2025 


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 8.10pm



Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 17/02/2025
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