Continuation of minutes of meeting on 27th September 2016

PETROCKSTOWE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Baxter Hall on 
Tuesday 27th September 2016 at 8pm.
Councillors present: I Fisher (Chair), J Harris (Vice Chair), J Jeffs, D Kelsey, A Hunkin, B Cameron, CC A Boyd, DC R Wiseman, F Lowe (Clerk).

24. Apologies of Absence.  Apologies were received from Cllr M Busby.  PCSO Baker was not present.
25. Declarations of Interest.  None declared.
26. Public Session.  None.
27. Approval of Minutes.  The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 26th July 2016 having been previously circulated, were approved and signed as a correct record. 
28. Planning. The approval for application 1/0709/2016/FUL on 1st September 2016 for an extension to the existing steel framed shed in grass field at Heanton Barton, Petrockstowe and the application 1/0729/2016/REM	 on 1st August 2016 for a new dwelling - reserved matters persuant to 1/0988/2014/OUT at Land Adjacent Church Bungalow, Petrockstowe with the comments of “This looks to be an interesting building taking into account the different levels of the site.  Good access appears to be provided and the site is of little use for anything else.  We are keen to keep young working families in the village. The privacy of neighbouring properties has been taken into consideration and the design taking in the lay of the land. Impressive.  No objections to planning permission for this bungalow.” were agreed as being the list of planning notices seen by all councillors.
29. Councillors Reports.
a) Recreation Ground.  Cllr Kelsey reported that the Golf Ball run held on 25th September made £86 profit to be split between the Cricket Club and Rec Grd.  Cllr Kelsey expressed a wish to publicly thank Luke Harris for his hard work in running the event.  Unfortunately, the mower (purchased in 2010 worth approx. £200) and the BBQ cover (purchased 2015 at a cost of £30) have been stolen from the storage barn.  The thief knew the access code for the locks, and closed the door afterwards.  This follows the theft of a battery (worth £75) earlier this year.  The theft will be reported to the police.  The Cricket Team are top of the league and will move to the 2nd division.  This will involve extra cost for the umpires.  The new bar area is very popular following matches.  The next event is the Fireworks party on Thursday 3rd November in the Cropmech yard and a temporary alcohol licence has been acquired.
b) Play Area.  Cllr Jeffs announced that the new springer equipment is in place and the tower and rope bridge will be installed this week weather permitting.  While the work was undertaken, the PA had to be closed but was seen to be being used.  This is dangerous as safety is compromised.  The contractor has sold the unrequired ropes for £300 and will deduct this from the invoice.  It was agreed that a cheque can be raised once the invoice arrives.  Cllr Jeffs said that she had received lots of positive comments on the new equipment/ground covering.  The Art Group have agreed to paint the mural on the walls.  Merton Moncks have not been in touch regarding donation, but Cllr Harris was able to advise that the PA is included in the list of recipients.  The next item needed is a new gate.
c) Baxter Hall.  Cllr Harris reported that the AGM had been held on the 21st September with the committee members remaining the same.  There has been vandalism at the hall with the blackboard ripped off the exterior wall and the defibrillator box left open and rubbish stuffed in.  It will cost to have the blackboard repaired and replaced.  The committee is going to investigate installing CCTV. The next event is a return visit from Elvis on the 7th October from 8-10.30pm.  Tickets will be £5. There is a possibility of the Apple Theatre using the hall.  In September of 2018 it will be the 40th Anniversary of the Baxter Hall and a celebration is proposed, closing the road for a street party and involving all village groups.  A list of all community events in the hall is now being printed in the Newsletter.
d) County Report.  Cllr Boyd congratulated Cllr Jeffs on her hard work in the Play Area and advised that he has both Capital and Revenue funds available for schemes to benefit the community.  The application form is in the process of being distributed.  A question was raised regarding the extension to the Tarka Trail with a road width reduction near Friars Hele.  Neither the County nor District Cllr were aware of the proposal and will look into it.
e) [bookmark: _GoBack]District Report.  Cllr Wiseman advised that Ward Boundary changes are under review and that the Clinton Ward will be split. The Boundary Commission wants an equal number of voters in each ward with 2 or 3 cllrs.  TDC are proposing smaller wards with a single cllr. The proposal from the Boundary Commission is for Petrockstowe to join Shebbear, Langtree, Peters Marland, Buckland Filleigh and Sheepwash and have 2 cllrs.  The changes will be made for the election in 2019 and individual comments can be added to the TDC website by end of October.
f) Police Report.  None provided.  

30. Matters arising from last PCM Minutes.
a) The Square proposal.  The original conveyance documents have been reviewed and the wording implies that the land cannot be sold or rented by the Parish Council.  The Clerk is to write to Fred & Sophie Caure to explain this.  The address held by Land Registry for The Square is the previous clerks, and the current clerk has attempted to update this.  An identity check needs to be witnessed by a Solicitor or similar which will incur a fee of £5-10.  The Council authorised the Clerk to get this done.  The addresses that will be registered are the Clerk’s postal and e-mail address and the Chairman’s postal address.
b) Lorries driving through the village.  A response from the Highways Agency regarding weight limit restriction signs was read out by the clerk.  It is not feasible or possible to erect these.  No further action to be taken.
c) Website.  Eddie Heddon who has moved into Little Butstone, has offered to take over the website administration.  He has been given the passwords.
d) Queen’s 90th Birthday Medals.  Cllr Harris has sold a further 10 medals and the Clerk was given £25 to bank.  There is £43.02 remaining in the Jubilee Account which was used to purchase the medals, and it was unanimously agreed to keep the new total of £68.02 to go towards the 40th Anniversary Baxter Hall celebrations.
e) Precept/Lease Payments.  The Clerk advised that the PPC, the Citizens Advice and Lord Burnett had written letters of thanks for the payments.

31. Current Business.  
a) Planning Meetings.  Cllr Fisher attended a Chairman course recently and found it very interesting.  Generally Petrockstowe Parish Council meetings are well run according to the guidelines given.  It was expressed however, that planning applications must be discussed at meetings.  It was unanimously agreed to include planning at the current meetings and to schedule additional planning meetings in between.  If there are no planning applications between PCMs, the planning meeting will be cancelled.  It was also agreed that all meetings should start at 7.30pm instead of the current 8.00pm. The Clerk attended the Planning Meeting on 22nd September about Section 106 and Call-In Process.  Section 106 relates mainly to large developments.  The notes made will be kept for guidance. 
b) Rebinding of Historical Documents.  A historically interesting book detailing the lots for sale by the Clinton Estate in 1958 is in need of repair.  Cllr Boyd suggest speaking to Barnstaple Museum for advice.  The Clerk will do this.

32. Financial Matters.  
a) The financial balances were given by the clerk, and an explanation of an irregular deposit of £75. 
b) The Nat West have advised that the interest rate for the Reserve account will be lowered to 0.01% from 7th November.
c) Cllr Harris has been added as a signatory to the PC accounts.
d) Cheques were raised and signed by Cllrs Fisher and Harris for the following:
i) Cheque no 331: Payee DALC for £30 .00 for the Chairman’s course.
ii) Cheque no 332: Payee Grant Thornton UK LLP for £240.00 for the external audit.
iii) Cheque no 333: Payee Fiona Lowe for £37.03 for clerk’s expenses.

The next planning meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 18th October 2016. 
With no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 9.35pm.
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