


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 3rd December 2024 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr J Mear, Cllr G Paton, T Grimes (Clerk) and DCllr S Michael.

1. To consider any apologies for absence
SP gave apologies which were accepted.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages, expenses and flood expenditure payments. 

3. To approve the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 5th November 2024 
The minutes were amended to remove reference to a land app which was in the wrong section, after which they were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
The clerk reported having received information about another fire at One Acre. Having spoken to the firemen on scene, they said in future, incidents should be reported to the police due to the danger of smoke drifting across the A1 as well as the fire brigade. A report of all visits has been requested from the fire service and NSDC have been informed of the anti-social nature of leaving fires unattended who suggested that any residents impacted, eg by the smoke, should report the incident to the anti-social behaviour team at NSDC.

5. To note matters arising from previous minutes 
a. Bank Mandate
LH reported having resolved matters and can now log in.
b. Hedgehog Highways
There has still been no word and there are no minutes published to know the outcome of their September discussion.
c. Kiosk Disconnection
The clerk reported no response from Eon/Powergen as yet.
d. Gov.uk Domain
The clerk reported that the website had been moved to a gov.uk domain and that setting up emails was in progress. The grant application has been submitted.
e. Flood Grant
The clerk reported having received the grant from NSDC and  therefore having purchased the items and put them in storage.
f. A1 Slip Road 
The clerk reported having contacted Highways regarding the short slip road at the South of the village straight onto a two way road. They said there were the requisite signs for traffic approaching on the village roads and little option to make improvements so given there hadn’t been any accidents reported this wouldn’t be considered a priority for improvements. Anything on the A1 or slip road is a National Highways matter so it would need to be taken up with them. The clerk was asked to raise the matter with National Highways.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
SM reported extreme pressure on housing provision due to having already housed 200 Afghan military supporters at Beckingham Camp, preparing to house 50 asylum seekers in Ollerton, the Government are pressuring councils to resettle offenders leaving prison and there were already 4000 people on the waiting list.
Senior planning inspectors will be leaving to work at Government Planning Inspectorate level.
The glass recycling scheme is up and running and proving successful, generating more funds than the bottle banks did. There had been a few complaints about the noise it creates.
DCllr SM had enquired about the Pears lorries. Senior Environmental Officer, Brian Dale, hasn’t had any complaints and neither had the Public Protection Officer. Their advice was that if the smell was from Pears itself, reports should go to the Environment Agency and Bassetlaw DC. Spillages should be reported to NSDC or NCC to arrange clean up. However, if it is moving lorries there isn’t much that can be done because it passes.
It was agreed that the WhatsApp group would be informed of the need to report matters to Brian Dale at NSDC.

7. To receive feedback from meetings/training attended
No meetings had taken place.

8. To consider matters related to flooding 
MM reported that he had been in conversation with the Environment Agency. They weren’t aware of the river level gage at Carlton, alerts for here are the result of Torksey measurements. Having made them aware of this one, it was agreed that future alerts would be triggered by the Carlton gage, with the danger level being reaching 7.5 to 8.2. 

9. To consider whether the council can help with Pears’ lorry problems
This was discussed under item 6 above following the information provided by DCllr SM. 

10. To receive updates relating to Great North Road Solar Farm
a. Joint Parishes Action Group 
There had not been any further meetings but the clerk reported that they had requested another meeting before Christmas to decide the way forward regarding a consultant. 
b. Any other matters
The clerk reported that CPRE had been in touch. Their National position is to support net zero targets but to press for solar on rooftops, brown field sites and grey areas such as central reservations. There was no further mention of a local survey.
The clerk also reported that the village hall had been booked for 31st January for the next Elements Green consultation.

11. To consider ways to spend the remaining CIL money 
The clerk had circulated two different Tommy soldier models for remembrance with prices ranging from £185 to £650 and reported having checked with NSDC to ensure CIL would cover this. They said the only restrictions would be on placement and Highways would need to be involved. 
It was felt this would be a good way to use funds and that it should be a temporary fixture that could be in different places each year. The clerk was asked to put it to Highways for their input.

12. To review the monitoring of the litter bin at the South end of the village
Councillors reported no issues and agreed to cease monitoring. 

13. To review council policies 
a. Grievance Procedure
b. Disciplinary Procedure
The clerk reported that NALC had issues new versions in August 2024 and highlighted the changes which mainly related to time frames. 

RESOLVED: To keep the current versions.
(proposed LH, seconded ME, carried unanimously)

14. To consider the following financial matters
a. To consider the risks associated with low reserves
The clerk had circulated a report of potential risks and their likelihood. Risks were noted in preparation for setting the budget. A number of suggestions were made to reduce the risk such as spending being restricted to essentials only, the clerk stops work after 20 hours regardless of what hasn’t been done, no clerk hours being spent on the solar farm until the actual application appears, councillors take on some of the workload and crowd funding being set up to help pay for the solar farm consultant.
b. To consider setting the budget for 2025/26
The clerk had circulated a draft budget for consideration. The recommended budget would result in a 28% increase in the precept request, however, this did not take account of replenishing reserves. The clerk recommended £2200 be added to reserves which would result in a 75% increase in precept request. Unfortunately NSDC have yet to release the tax base figure to know what impact this would have on the council tax. It was agreed to wait until January to finalise the budget, when it this would be known but a suggestion of 50% increase was made.
c. To note the bank reconciliation
This was circulated before the meeting so it was checked by the chair and signed.
d. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages – October 
The clerk had circulated the hours worked in October. (23hrs 51mins)
ii. Clerk’s expenses - £6.23
iii. Flood grant expenditure - £606.32
iv. Village Hall – December hire – £10.00

RESOLVED: To make the above payments.
(proposed ME, seconded JM, carried unanimously, MM did not vote)

2. To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
The clerk reminded council that there had been a number of house sales and the councillor who offered to deliver welcome leaflets had since resigned. LH asked that it be put on the next agenda.

3. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be 7th January 2025 at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 21.30
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