


HALSE PARISH COUNCIL
MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON WEDNESDAY 1st JUNE 2022 at 7:30 pm AT HALSE VILLAGE HALL
Present:	Mr I Walker – Chair
 		Mrs K Robinson Burge
Mr J Stevens
				
In attendance:		Mr T Payne, Clerk to the Council			
							

	
	
	Action By

	
	Public Questions
None
	

	1.
	Apologies for Absence
None
	

	2.
	Declarations of Interest
None
	

	3.
	Minutes of the meeting held on 13th April and 7th and 11th May 2022
The minutes of the meetings were approved
	 

	4.
	Actions from Previous Meetings
· BHIB were to be contacted to arrange access to Parish Online, a mapping tool which is free to Councils using a 3-year insurance term
	


	5
	Administration
(a) Co-option of new Councillors
There were no nominations for co-option. The vacancies are to be advertised again for consideration at a future meeting with notification of the casual vacancies being made to SWT

	

	6.
	Environment and Transport 
(a) Highways 
(i) Monthly Report
Chair reported no issues had arisen since the last meeting.
The closure of the Fitzhead road for broadband works was noted as well as two village sign posts being painted

(b) Footpaths Monthly Report
A gully by Mount House requiring a hand rail and a footpath unpassable due to crops are to be reported to SCC

(c) Electric Vehicle Charging Point (EVCP)
Chair reported that an application form was available for potential grant funding from SWT for residential area EVCP which could provide £1,500 match funding. In addition, a further grant option is from central Government (Energy Savings Trust), which potentially provides up to £7,500 match funding and can now be used for on-road charging points. Applications would probably be made to both options.
SCC is apparently waiting until 2023 to confirm its on-road policy for EVCPs.
	












	6.
	Planning
(a) Monthly Report
Clerk reported a meeting had been held re an application at Valentines, Stoford Lane.  
In view of difficulties in arranging weekend site meetings, it was resolved to consider the two planning applications at:
· Aysgarth – It was resolved to support the application
· Manor Farm - It was resolved to support the application subject to replacing the proposed felled trees with native species
(b) Solar Farm at Preston Farm
Note was made of the exhibition held at Milverton, following which Novus, the developing company, had agreed to hold a further exhibition in Halse on 30 June and do a leaflet drop.
The event to be advertised on Halse News, with attendance being encouraged in order that views can be submitted. Invitation to be extended to Milverton Parish Council/residents  

	

	7. 
	Finance
1. Current position
The only movement on the General Fund was receipt of the precept £4,100, making the balance at 1 June 2022 being £7,183.81. 

(a) Payment requests
A grant request towards the annual insurance premium and new curtains from the Village Hall Committee was considered and it was agreed to make a grant of £300 in respect of the insurance. Consideration of the grant for curtains was deferred.
It was agreed in principle to make a grant of £250 towards the village archive project for which there is intended to be a display at the the village’s Jubilee event, with ongoing archiving of photographs, documents and memories being collated thereafter.
Reimbursement of the paint used for the signposts up to £70 was approved.

(b) 2021/22 accounts
(i) To confirm the Certificate of Exemption in respect of the external audit
It was resolved to submit the certificate to the External Auditors
(ii) To approve the Annual Governance Statement
(iii) To approve the Annual Accounts and Accounting Statements
Items (ii) and (iii) were deferred to a subsequent meeting

	

	8.
	Matters of Report

(a) Village Hall Report
The query over land ownership in respect of the village hall car park is to be investigated, in order to agree the appropriate signatories/authority for the re-siting of a pole by Western Power.
(b) Police Report
The latest Crime report from PCSO Louise Fyne had been circulated, there were no items in Halse. 
	


	9.
	Items for Next Meeting
· None noted
	

	10.
	Date of Next Meeting 
The next Ordinary meeting was set for Wednesday 10th August 2022 at 7.30pm, in the Village Hall.
	







Signed……………………………………    Date…………………   Minute Book Page Number………………
