MINUTES

The Minutes of the Annual Meeting of Ampfield Parish Council held in the Village Hall, Ampfield on Monday, 10 May 2004 commencing at 7.00 pm

PRESENT:


Mr. A. J. Knight (Vice Chairman) – Presiding

Mrs. M. E. Birtwistle, Mr. M. W. Caswell, Mr. G. A. Haswell, 
Mr. W. H. Line, Mr. B. W. Nanson, Mr. G. C. A. Roads,
Mr. J. A. Jones (from Minute 1003) 

In Attendance:


3 Parishioners

998
Apologies for Absence

Apologies for absence were received from Miss M. I. Rothwell, Mr. M. D. Hatley and Miss K. J. Rice.
999
Election of Chairman 2004/2005
It was proposed by Mr. Line seconded by Mr. Nanson that Miss Rothwell be re-elected Chairman for the ensuing year. There being no other nominations Miss. Rothwell was declared elected.
1000
Declaration of Acceptance of Office 
As Miss Rothwell was absent the Clerk would arrange for her to sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office outside the Meeting.   

1001
Minutes

The Minutes of the Meeting held on 8 March 2004, having been previously circulated, were confirmed by the Meeting and signed by the Chairman.

1002
Casual Vacancy
The Clerk reported that the Returning Officer had him informed that, as no-one had requested an election to fill the casual vacancy caused by the resignation of Mrs. McCallum; the vacancy could be filled by co-option.
There was one nomination for the vacancy – from Mr. Julian Anthony Jones of 27 Hocombe Wood Road. It was proposed by Mr, Caswell and seconded by Mr, Nanson that Mr. Jones be co-opted onto the Council. This was carried.  

1003
Declaration of Acceptance of Office
The new Councillor being present signed the Declaration of Acceptance of Office before the Clerk to the Council. The new Councillor was also given the Form "Notification of Financial and Other Interest" to complete and return to the Clerk as a matter of urgency. 
1004
Matters Arising from the Minutes

1004.1
Environmental Improvements – School Area

It was noted that the areas had now been grassed. It was agreed to ask our Contractor, who cuts the War Memorial Green, to cut these areas as well. It was felt that if they were looked after then they might be respected more.  

1004.2 Baddesley Road

It was noted that the works on the traffic signals to include a pedestrian phase was still ongoing and would, at least, take the eight weeks allocated for the works.
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1004.3 Speed Limits etc. – A3090

The Clerk referred to the recent emails from the Highways Department and to the Plan of the proposed improvements. These included:-

Enhancing the gateways to the Village to make them more visible, 

Enhancing the School warning signs to make them more visible,
Investigating Pedestrian Refuges in the area of (a) White Horse/Keats and (b) Green Pond Lane.   

These initiatives were welcomed by the Council. In addition the County Council had offered to place a speed survey on Ampfield Hill (near to The Moorings) and it was agreed to request a further one in the area of the School/Church.

It was also agreed to seek information on the procedures necessary should the Parish wish to install the flashing warning lights at its own cost – the quoted price being some £7000/£10000 per set.

1005 Matters arising from the Annual Parish Assembly

The Annual Parish Assembly had been held on 19 April 2004. The following matters were discussed:
1005.1 Broadgate Depot

In the absence of the Borough Councillor there was nothing further to report.
1005.2 Village Plan

Arising from the discussions at the Annual Parish Assembly and the support given to the preparation of a Village Plan it was agreed that the Council should investigate further the production of a Village Plan. It was agreed that the Chairman of the Planning Committee (Mr. Nanson), in conjunction with the Borough Councillor, should approach Test Valley Borough Council’s Planning Department to arrange a seminar for the Council on what was involved, costs, funding available etc.

1005.3 Bus Route 66 – Winchester to Romsey

The Chairman reported that it seemed that Stagecoach had taken a “commercial” decision to amalgamate the route 66 and the SWT bus services. As Hampshire County Council seemed unwilling to take any further action it seemed unlikely this Council would succeed in getting the Company to change its plans. He understood that Route 46 was now being diverted along Hook Road to the Potters Heron which did offer a small help to Hiltingbury Residents to get closer to Village amenities.

A number of Parents attended the Meeting to express concerns about the new routes and timings of the 66 Bus. The Bus now left Ampfield at 08.05 or 08.30 and went straight to the Bus Station at Romsey and not via Greatbridge Road. This meant that the children were either early or late in Romsey and had a walk to the School. In the afternoons the Bus left outside the School at 15.05 when the School finished at 15.00 making it almost impossible to catch. This left the children in a vulnerable position both mornings and afternoons. The Clerk was asked to write to the County Education Officer to see if the situation could be remedied. 
1006 Public Participation

The issues that the Public wished to raise were dealt with under appropriate agenda items. 
1007 Election of Vice-Chairman

It was proposed by Mr. Nanson and seconded by Mr. Haswell that Mr. Knight be Vice-Chairman for the ensuing year. There being no other nominations Mr. Knight was declared elected.
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1008 Planning Committee

It was agreed that all Councillors should form the Planning Committee with Mr. Nanson as Chairman and Mr. Knight as Vice-Chairman.
1009 Finance Committee

The following were nominated to form the Finance Committee.

Mr. Caswell, Mr. Haswell, Mr. Hatley, Mr. Line with the Chairman and Vice Chairman of the Council ex officio plus the Clerk (as RFO). It was agreed that Mr. Knight be Chairman of the Committee with Mr. Haswell as Vice Chairman.
1010 Appointments

The following appointments were made: -

Footpath Warden - 

Margaret Birtwistle

Deputy Footpath Warden -

Graham Roads
TVAPC -


Margaret Rothwell and Alan Haswell

Public Transport Liaison -

Julian Jones
ACHA -



Martin Hatley and Margaret Birtwistle

Village Hall -


Margaret Rothwell

Friends of Chapel Wood - 
Margaret Rothwell, Tony Knight, Graham Roads and Barry Permain 
Tree Wardens-
Barry Permain and Graham Roads

ARGMC-
Mike Caswell (Chairman) Margaret Rothwell,

Tony Knight and Bill Line
Ampfield School Governors-
Julian Jones

1011 Financial Matters

1011.1 Accounts for Payment

It was proposed by Mr. Caswell, seconded by Mrs. Birtwistle, that the following Accounts be paid: -  

G. A. Haswell

Travel Expenses


    9.20*

*this cheque was signed between meetings


Community Action 
Annual Subscription

   23.50


North Hill Services
Photocopying


     5.00



M. D. Hatley

Annual Parish Assembly

   13.95



Hallett Press

Newsletter


 225.50



CPRE


Annual Subscription

   25.00



TVBC


Recreation Ground

 424.35



Ace Liftway

Recreation Ground

 135.13



J. K. Murray

Salary & Expenses – May

 641.14



Inland Revenue

PAYE



   92.53



St. Marks PCC

Chapel Wood Burial Ground
 200.00



J. K. Murray

Salary – June


 319.83



Inland Revenue    
PAYE – June


    94.91



Zurich Municipal

Insurance


1077.00

1011.2 2003/2004 Accounts

The Clerk (as RFO) presented the Accounts of the Parish Council in the format laid down by the Accounts and Audit Regulations together with supporting Schedules. He also presented the Audit Commission Pro-forma.
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The Accounts were accepted by the Council and the Chairman and the Clerk authorised to sign them. The Clerk then went through the Statement of Assurance (Section 2) of the Audit Commission Pro-forma and this was completed at this time. The Chairman and Clerk were authorised to sign both sections one and two of the Pro-forma.   
1011.3 Inland Revenue Returns

The Clerk (as RFO) reported that all Inland Revenue Returns had been completed and submitted on time.


1011.4 VAT Return

The Clerk (as RFO) reported that the VAT Return for the period to 31 March 2004 had been completed and submitted to Customs & Excise.

1011.5 Risk Assessment – Chapel Wood

Mr. Roads updated the Council on progress so far. He had been in touch with a number of bodies including BCTV and would be purchasing a couple of books from them to assist. He felt that the time would shortly come when he might need professional help to progress matters further and it was agreed, subject to the approval of the Chairman of the Finance Committee, that up to £500 could be spent to facilitate a survey or engage professional support.
1011.6 Ampfield Village Hall

There was nothing to report at this time.
1011.7 Financial Regulations
These would be discussed at the July Meeting.
1011.8 New Bus Shelters – A3090
(a) Green Pond Lane
This item was currently deferred.
(b) Morleys Lane

The new shelter was due to be installed in June 2004. 
(c) Baddesley Road

The possibility of erecting a Shelter on Baddesley Road (near to North Hill Cottage) would be looked at in due course.  

1011.9 Bank Mandate

A revised Bank Mandate was agreed. This removed Mrs. K. C. McCallum as a signatory and added Mr. J. A. Jones. All other items on the Mandate remained unchanged.
1011.10 Ampfield Website
The Clerk reported on a meeting he had with Mr. K. Pattani and Mr. N. Warren (a local Resident) concerning the Website. Mr. Warren had offered to improve the site – though the site content is excellent it currently lacks the design and navigation that could make it easier to use. In addition the technical structure of the site makes it harder to manage and maintain than is necessary given recently developed tools. This would enable the Clerk to maintain and update information from his computer.
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Mr. Warren was offering his time freely provided he could take some three months over this. He also indicated that a Southampton based ISP might be willing to host the site for free.

The Clerk was asked to progress this in conjunction with Mr. Pattani.  

1012 Ampfield Recreation Ground
1012.1 Management Committee

Mr. Caswell, Chairman of the Ampfield Recreation Ground Management Committee presented a report of the Management Committee Meeting held on 6 May 2004. Arising from that Report:-

Security:
The problem of continued vandalism was discussed and it was agreed to support the Cricket Club as and when they formally wrote to the Police.
Ground Clearance: It was agreed that this work needed to be put in place as soon as possible. Mr. Caswell had invited 3 tenders (only 1 received so far). It was agreed that the successful tender could be awarded by Mr. Caswell in conjunction with the Chairman of the Finance Committee. Mr. Caswell would advise the Contractors that the closing date for submission of Tenders was this coming Friday – 14 May 2004.
Health & Safety:
It was agreed that the advice of the Specialist Contractor be sought on the issues raised by the Cricket Club.
Pavilion Project:
The draft proposals were agreed in principle – this would enable the planning process to be commenced and also the source of funds (Land Fill Tax) to be investigated.

Football:
This was now progressing well.
Following a discussion on the current grass cutting arrangements and the comments made by the Cricket Club Mr. Caswell was asked to investigate options available to improve the quality of grass cutting given the various options available and the previous decisions taken by the Council. 
1013     Borough Local Plan

1013.1 Test Valley

There was nothing further to report at this time.

1013.2 Eastleigh

 
There was nothing further to report at this time.
1014 New Obligations on Parish Council

1014.1 Quality Parish Councils

There was nothing further to report at this time. 

1014.2 Allowances for Members of Local Authorities (including Parish Councils)

There was nothing further to report at this time.

1014.3 National Training Strategy

The Clerk had no further information.
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1015 General Correspondence

1015.1 HAPTC Circulars

Mail 006-04
Bulletin 210 – March 2004.
Mail 017-04
Awards for All

Mail 018-04
Audit Commission

Mail 019-04
DEFRA Consultation Paper

Mail 020-04
Travel Allowances for Co-opted Members

Mail 021-04
Insurance Policies for Smallest Parish Councils

Mail 023-04
Working with your Council

Mail 024-04
Casual Vacancies

Mail 025-04
Standards Board for England

Mail 026-04
57th AGM – 16 October 2004.

Mail 028-04
Software

Mail 029-04
Clerk’s Training Bursary Scheme

Mail 030-04
Investment Guidance

Mail 031-04
Hampshire Best Kept Village Competition

Mail 032-04
Employment Equality Regulations

Mail 033-04
Communication Toolkit

Mail 034-04
Clerk’s Travel Allowances

Mail 036-04
S.137 Payments

Mail 036A-04
S.137 Payments

Mail 037-04
News Release – Hamble –le-Rice Parish Council

Mail 039-04
Revised Parish Charter with Hampshire County Council

Mail 040-04
New Measures to tackle Illegal Working



Vital Villages Programme – Closed to New Applicants.

1015.2 Other Correspondence

· Annual Report – Hampshire Countryside Forum
· Home Office Circular on Illegal Working

· Environment Agency – Proposed additions to the Main River Network

· Partnership in rolling out broadband to rural communities

· Action News Update 47 – April 2004.

· Action News Update 48 – May 2004.

· Licence Transfer Application – White Horse Public House

· Zurich Municipal – Annual Health & Safety Seminar
· Parking in Green Pond Lane

1016 Reports

1016.1 Planning Committee

The following Applications had been commented on at the Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 18 March 2004.
TVS.01035/7

Birch House, Knapp Lane

TVS.10183/1

Old Oak, Crampmoor Lane

TVS.04444/2

2 Beechwood Close

TPO.00025/6

Two Lakes, Straight Mile

TPO.TVBC.00691/3
Lamorna, 10 Beechwood Close
The following Applications had been commented on at the Meeting of the Planning Committee held on 1 April 2004
TVS.06263/2

Silver Birch, Hook Crescent
TVS.09432/1

2 Hawkers Paddock, Knapp Lane

TPO.TVBC.00687/1
27/29 Hocombe Wood Road
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The following Government Circular was received:-
· Proposed Changes to regional Planning Guidance for the South East (RPG9) – Ashford Growth Area

The following Tree Preservation Orders were received:-
· TPO.TVBC.689 (2003)
Hook Crescent

· TPO.TVBC.691 (2003)
Beechwood Close

· TPO.TVBC.685 (2003)
Hookwater Road

The following Appeal Design was received:-

Site at Earles Mead, Winchester Road - TVS.10003
1016.2 Finance Committee

There had been no meetings of the Committee.
1016.3 Footpath Warden

Mrs. Birtwistle reported that she was in contact with the Rights of Way Office over a number of issues including tree clearance in Ampfield Wood. 

1016.4 Test Valley Association of Parish Councils

The next Meeting is scheduled for 13 May 2004.

1016.5 Hampshire Association of Parish & Town Councils

Nothing to report.
1016.6 Public Transport & Highway Liaison

The Council recorded its appreciation to Mrs. Swan who had resigned as Liaison Officer after many years looking after this important area of activity.
1016.7 Ampfield Countryside Heritage Area

Details of forthcoming events had been circulated.

1016.8 C. P. R. E. 

Nothing to report.
1016.9 Village Hall Liaison

Nothing further to report. 

1016.10 Tree Wardens

Mr. Roads reported that he and Mr. Permain would shortly embark on an audit of all trees planted in the Parish.
1016.11
School Governor
Mr. Knight (in his capacity as Chairman of the School Governors) updated the Meeting on the current situation. A number of Consultation Evenings with Parents and the Education Officials were planned following the announcement of the review of primary school places in the Romsey Area. The aim of the Governors was to maintain a school within Ampfield. 
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1017 Highway Matters

1017.1 Outstanding Matters with the Area Surveyor 

(a) Knapp Lane

A number of problems were outstanding including foul water at the junction with Chapel Hill. The Clerk would pursue.
1017.2 New Items to be raised

Nothing further at this time.
1018 Test Valley Borough Council Items

1018.1 Borough Councillor’s Items

In the absence of Mr. Hatley there was no report.
1018.2 Correspondence

The following had been received: -

· Enforcement Training – 22 June at King’s Somborne. (Names would be taken at the Planning Meeting on 17 May)

· County Council Development – Publicity for Regulation 3 Applications

· Test Valley Open Art 2004

· Parish Council Vacancies

· Hampshire House Condition Survey

· Test Valley Partnership – AGM 17 June 2004.

· Helplines Poster

· Leisure Customer Standards Leaflet

1018.3 Roadside Litter
The problems in Pound Lane and Green Lane continued and this would be reported to Environment and Health, In addition a large mattress had been deposited in Chapel Hill at the entrance to Chapel Wood.
1018.4 Planning Issues – External Lighting
The Clerk reported that he could not find any Statutory Authority willing to address this problem. 

1019 Chapel Wood
1019.1 Friends of Chapel Wood

There had been no further meetings.
1019.2 Work in Woodland   

The work was continuing and the monthly working parties were continuing.  The seat in memory of Geoff Wood had been placed in the Burial Ground. It was hoped to plant some wild flowers in the wood shortly.

1019.3 Burial Ground

The Clerk reported that the first burial in the Burial Ground had now triggered the Maintenance Agreement and the first payment under this Agreement had been authorised.
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1019.4 Other Matters

Nothing to report.

1020 Dates of Meetings 2004/2005
The following dates were agreed:- 

12 July 2004.




13 September 2004 
8 November 2004
10 January 2005
14 March 2005
9 May 2005 (Annual Meeting)

1021 Date of Next Meeting

It was noted that the next Meeting of the Council would be held on Monday, 12 July 2004 in the Village Hall commencing at 7.00 p.m. 

1022
Closure

The Meeting closed at 9.30 p.m. 
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