     Stonham Aspal Parish Council
Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting 
held at 7pm on Tuesday 2nd September 2025 at the Village Hall

          Present: Cllr Emberson (Chair), Cllr Morley, Cllr Mullings, Cllr Mitson, Cllr Brooks, Cllr Wright
          Attendance: Members of the public and Sam Pass (Clerk)

	25.99
	Member Absences 
Apologies received and accepted from Cllr Betts


	25.100
	Declaration Pecuniary and non-Pecuniary Interest 
None declared


	25.101
	Approval of Minutes of the Previous Meeting on 1st July and 5th August 2025
The minutes of the meetings held on 1st July and 5th August 2025 were unanimously agreed as a true record and duly signed by the Chair.

	25.102
	Consideration of Reports by the District Councillor and County Councillor

County Councillor Matthew Hicks read out his report which can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/

District Councillor Nick Hardingham was not in attendance, his report which can be found on the PC website: http://stonhamaspal.onesuffolk.net/meetings/councillors-reports/


	25.103
	Contributions by Members of the Public – a number of the public were in attendance, many of whom offered arguments for and against the planning application for the traveller site, all of which were noted. 


	25.104

25.104.1









25.104.2





























25.104.3
	Planning

Consideration of Planning Applications
DC/25/03043 | Full Planning Application - Change of use of campsite to a Travellers site with up to 24 pitches. Each pitch comprising 1No. Static, 1No, Day Room, and 1No. Touring Caravan. | Land Rear Of The Rose Inn Debenham Road Crowfield Suffolk – members in attendance voted to object against this application, click here to see consultee comments, also available to view on the planning portal or by contacting the Clerk

DC/25/03387 | Householder Application - Erection of two storey side/link extension and re-rendering of existing cottage (amended design following approval of previous submission DC/23/03603) | Mill Cottage Mill Green Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DA – members in attendance voted neutral on this application

Decision Notices
DC/25/00968 | Householder application - Erection of single storey front, side and rear extensions (following demolition of existing extensions/porch). Extension to existing garage including external staircase to provide room above. Re-siting of existing oil tank. | 3 Quoits Meadow Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6DE – granted 

DC/25/02052 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/05056 - Condition 18 (Biodiversity Net Gain Plan) | Mill Green Farm Debenham Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6BZ – granted 

DC/25/02305 | Application under S73 for the Removal or Variation of a Condition following grant of DC/22/04978 Change of use of buildings/land to 1no. residential dwelling with carport Dated 22/02/2023 Town and Country Planning Act 1990 (as amended) To vary Condition 9 (Prior to Commencement of Development - Contamination) | Red House Barn Mickfield Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 5LT – granted 

DC/25/02469 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/24/05394 - Condition 8 (Construction Method Statement), Condition 10 (Foul Drainage), Condition 15 (Biodiversity Enhancement Strategy) and Condition 16 (Contamination) | Elm Farm Debenham Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AE – granted 

DC/25/02582 | Application for Listed Building Consent - To carry out additional remedial works to the timber frame and chimney within the North Wing Sitting Room. | Ubbeston Hall Stowmarket Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AD – granted

DC/25/02758 | Full Planning Application - Change of u - se of the land and erection of a new B8 storage building. | Land East Of Lewis Farm Pettaugh Road Stonham Aspal Stowmarket Suffolk IP14 6AU – refused

DC/25/03035 | Discharge of Conditions Application for DC/19/02299 - Condition 8 (Details of Floodlights) | Land South Of The Street Stonham Aspal Suffolk – granted 

Other planning matters – none noted


	25.105

25.105.1








25.105.2

25.105.3

25.105.4

	Finance

Authorisation of payments
The following payments were approved and the payment sheet signed by Cllrs Emberson and Mullings: 
Clerk salary for July and August £448.04
Clerk office expenses for printing £4.79
MSDC annual bin collection £175.82
SAPC Village Hall for room hire £90.00
SAPC broadband charges from CIL £315.99
SCC for SID posts £600.00

NJC Salary Pay Award for 2025/26 – Clerk hourly rate increased from £14.36 to £14.82

To review and agree community engagement policy – approved for 2025/26

Insurance Quote – approved to renew with CAS Insurance


	25.106

25.106.1



25.106.2

	To receive reports from Councillors assigned to the following:

People and Place Plan by Cllr Morley – Cllr Morley reported that a new Definitive Map showing the recorded Public Rights of Way is now available. The People and Place Plan (P&PP) working party supported the inclusion of the revised map in the plan.

Recreation ground by Cllr Betts – no report due to absence


	25.107

25.107.1


25.107.2


25.107.3
	Discuss recreation ground

Inspection – It was agreed that the responsibility for monthly inspections of the equipment and recreation ground will be shared. To facilitate this, a monthly rota system will be implemented and arranged by the Clerk.

RoSPA Training
RoSPA training – Cllr Brooks volunteered, to be arranged by the Clerk.

Responsibility of Bins – Clerk is waiting for a response from MSDC regarding bin collections so in the meantime Cllr Mullings volunteered to visit the recreation ground to assess the situation.


	25.108
	Update of Mickfield / Stonham Aspal 40mph speed limit
No update received.  Clerk was asked to request an update from County Councillor Hicks for the next meeting. 
20mph limit for Mill Green to be added to October agenda.


	25.109
	Parish event to meet MP Partrick Spencer
Members agreed to the event.  Clerk to respond to the invitation but to avoid monthly parish council meetings. 


	25.110
	Additional noticeboard at Homestead Park (old football ground)
Approved to proceed. Clerk to source options and review last purchase. Clerk to contact Orbit regarding permission/placement.


	25.111
	To discuss and consider submitted applications for Community Infrastructure Levy (CIL) funding:
No applications were submitted for consideration.

	25.112

	To note any communications
· Repaired notice board on Mill Green
· Proposed noticed board at Homestead Park
· MP Patrick Spencer event
· New definitive map
· Stonham Aspal Football Club open day
· CIL application reminder with a deadline of 1st October for consideration on 4th November


	25.113
	Update on any other matters arising from previous meeting 
Thanks expressed to Debenham Shed for repairing the notice board at Mill Green.


	25.114
	Agreed proposed date of next meeting on 7th October 2025 for urgent matters only


	
	Chair closed the meeting at 9.16pm



Sam Pass, Clerk & RFO to Stonham Aspal Parish Council, Sapc.clerk@yahoo.co.uk, 08/09/2025




























[bookmark: Doc1]DC/25/03043
Full Planning Application - Change of use of campsite to a Travellers site with up to 24 pitches. Each pitch comprising 1No. Static, 1No, Day Room, and 1No. Touring Caravan.
Consultee comment from Stonham Aspal Parish Council
At the parish council meeting held on 2nd September, members in attendance voted to submit an OBJECT response to this application.
The proposed (effectively residential) development is of an inappropriate scale in an unsustainable and isolated area of open countryside with no meaningful access to services or facilities and a lack of infrastructure; leading to unacceptable landscape and visual harm. 
Any major development in this location would be problematic and be unlikely to comply with national or local planning policies.  This proposal is no different. 
We note and support the objections based on material planning considerations that have been raised by other commenters and don’t propose to repeat their arguments in detail.  We support the views others have expressed that the proposal fails to comply with Joint Local Plan Policies SP03, SP04 and SP09; a whole raft of Local Plan policies; and fundamental aspects of national planning policy, including NPPF 2024 (particularly Para 105) and the Planning Policy for Traveller Sites (PPTS) 2024 (Policy C, G and, most significantly, H).
At the parish meeting, the applicant stated the intention behind the application is to "put down roots and become part of the community." This clearly indicates that the proposal is not for a traveller site in the traditional planning sense, but rather a residential development by a member of the travelling community.
We believe the planning department should assess this application as a standard residential development in open countryside, not under policies relating to traveller sites.
Furthermore, approving this application would set a concerning precedent for similar developments in unsustainable rural locations, weakening the integrity of local and national planning policy.
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