Ward Councillors Report October 2026
Local Plan
Dorset Council has begun work on a new Local Plan following Central Government changes. Residents who submitted comments earlier in the year will continue to be considered and do not need to be resubmitted. There will be further opportunities for residents, businesses and organisations to have their say as the plan progresses. Further information can be found on the DC website and residents can sign up for updates.
Peer Review Process
Dorset Council staff are being Peer Reviewed by the Local Government Association. Experienced peers comprising of senior local government councillors and officers from councils across the country. After 4 days of interviews with staff and councillors, and reviews of finance, performance and governance information they will report back with key findings. 
Planning Committee Reform
Apologies for the long link below. These are slides from a recent meeting relating to the place of Planning Committees in the planning process. Government ran consultations last year, DC objected to the changes, as the new process will mean that Officers have more power over decisions under delegated power. The slides below give an overview. The new system will come into place from the 31st October 2026. Parish Council comments on applications will remain important and will be fully considered in the officers report.
DC will have to amend their constitution for this to align with these changes.
https://dorsetcc.sharepoint.com/:b:/r/sites/CouncillorServices/Shared%20Documents/Learning%20and%20development/Presentations/2026-27/20260930_Planning%20reforms.pdf?d=w0a7bb7ec289242d59f93431461b643d7&csf=1&web=1&e=YNFzGR&isSPOFile=1&xsdata=%3D&sdata=ZVp6NC9Cbkxaa0hyMGlpMTlOSGJkZEVJMitjTitFeGp3S3dkcVNyYis4Yz0%3D&ovuser=0a4edf35-f0d2-4e23-98f6-b0900b4ea1e6%2Ccllrsally.holland%40dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
20mph Approval 
Portesham, Abbotsbury and Burton Bradstock have all received approval for 20mph speed limits on selected roads through the villages. This will be implemented by spring 2027.
A37 Improvements
These are taking place around Higher Wrackleford between the 19th Oct and 27th Nov. to improve pedestrian and bike crossing facilities. Possibly will not affect residents as they will use the Muckleford/Grimstone road but they may experience higher levels of traffic on this route. 

