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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 9th December 2008 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Chesson, P Lyon, Borough Councillor Mick Burgess, 4 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1703.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  None

1704.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1705.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Cllr D Pennyfather, accepted.

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1706.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 11th November 2008:  Confirmed and signed as a


correct record.

1707.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report 

1708.
Planning Applications:  The planning application had been circulated to Councillors before the meeting.


08/01731/AS  The Old Barn, Kingsgate – Single storey side extension


The applicant had explained the plans in detail during the public session when Cllrs had been able to ask questions.  After a short discussion Cllrs agreed to Support this application.

1709.   War Memorial:  Letter had been received from Mr Newton, the MD of Burlite in response to the Clerk's letter of disappointment explaining that more work had been done after the invoice had been submitted.  The Chairman had spoken with him and gave the meeting further information.  The  Memorial had been left uncleaned too long to enable it to become white again.  Cllrs agreed to settle the invoice.

1710.
To resolve to adopt the model Publication Scheme:  This had been e-mailed to Cllrs before the meeting.  The scheme and the completed template should be made available to the public from 1st January 2009.  The Clerk went through each section, with Cllrs agreeing to the wording.  This will be put on the websites. Charges were agreed at 10p per sheet for black & white copies and 25p per sheet for colour copies.  To be completed by Clerk ready for adoption at the next meeting.

1711.
To agree budget proposals with a precept of £16,275 for the financial year 2009/10:  At the last meeting Cllr Lewis had explained how the budget figures had been arrived at.  He moved that  a precept of £16,275 be accepted, seconded by Cllr Mayer and agreed by the remaining Cllrs.

1712. 
To consider the grass cutting specifications for the 2009 season:  Each specification was looked at in turn and the following amendments made:-


Triangle, Village Green & Mound in Coronation Field grass cutting – More than 9 cuts may be made by agreement  Gardening – Flower beds are to be weeded etc instead of rose beds.  Gardening on Triangle – Heather beds are to be weeded and heathers maintained instead of trimmed as necessary.


Memorial Gardens  as before


Coronation Field as before


Cemetery & Churchyard  Churchyard cuttings must be taken away instead of deposited on the refuse heap.   Add Maximum of 3 selective weedkiller applications to be made to the area beyond the railings at the far end of the Cemetery.
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1713.
Correspondence:


For noting


a)  ABC – Ashford Winter Festival Poster – placed in Notice Boards

1714.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during November £100.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 8  £75.40  Authorised

1715.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance 



i)   Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.



b)  Planning 



Decisions received from ABC:



08/00150/TC   Furners – Fell Eucalyptus Tree                                                         Granted
08/01578/AS   Listed Building Consent – 2 Queens Head Cottages – replace 



kitchen window and french doors                                                                             Granted


c)
Highways & Footpaths – Nothing to report


d)
Open Spaces – Cllr Lyon thought that the remains of the bonfire on Coronation Field had 
still to be removed. 


e)
Cemetery –  Thanks were given to Alan Wood for clearing away the bags of rubbish 

1716.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather's report was read out by the Clerk.  The entrance to the car park has now been re-concreted and the car park levelled and re-surfaced.  There are further plans for next year. 


ii) KALC 3/12/08 – Cllr Lewis gave a brief report.  The main topics covered were planning issues, parish plans/design statements, quality council status, Standards Committee investigations and by-election costs to be charged to the parish.

1717. 
Date of Business Networking:  17th December 2008

1718.
Date of next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  22th December 2008

1719.
Date of the next full Parish Council Meeting:   13th January 2009

1720.
Items for Information:


a)  ABC has asked if Cllrs are happy to receive the Electoral Register electronically.  Yes, but 
Clerk to suggest that instead of updates the whole Register should be sent out.

The meeting closed at 21.31hrs

