North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Thursday 19 December 2024

Present: Councillor Agnew (Chair)
Councillors: Duell, Henning, Loftus and Spencer

In attendance: I Humphries - Clerk
                        Cllr Ashby    - NCC
                        

                         
69. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Burnett, Farrell, Linfoot and Mears.  

70.  Issues raised by Members of the Public
       There were no issues raised.

71.  Ward Councillors Update
· An issue with land ownership had been identified in respect of Melbury/Walkworth Woods. The Consortium had been asked to publish maps identifying the areas in question.

72.  Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 20 November 2024              were confirmed as a correct record.
73.  Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
· The signs had been replaced on Hilton Green.
· Robertson had cut grass and strimmed at the conclusion of the contract.
· Grass Box have been given a key to access Hilton Breen when they commence grounds maintenance in the new year.
· Andrew Marshall in take on all tree works on behalf of the Parish Council in the future.
· The memorial seat had been installed on Lincoln Green.
· There was some tree work to be undertaken on Lincoln Green and Chapel Close and consideration was needed in the near future regarding replacement trees.
74. Meeting of Parish Councils and City Council.
      Members noted that there was a shift in emphasis with the meetings, with it now    
      being about information from the City Council rather than issues at a local level.
   
75. Scout Hut Lease
      The Chair reported on the ongoing dialogue with the solicitor acting on behalf of the Scouts. The only outstanding issue was clause 3.12 which referred to access to Hilton Green. Members were of the opinion that this clause had no relevance to the lease and should be omitted from the Lease.



76. Play Areas
      Members noted that the Residents Association had no interest in taking on 
      responsibility for the lay Areas. Members were of the view that the Parish Council 
      should not accept responsibility for the play areas under the present offer from 
      the Consortium.

 77. Financial Matters
         Members authorised payments to Clerk salary, HMRC and NALC fees.

· Precept 2025/2026 - Consideration was given to the Estimates for the current financial year and projected expenditure in the year 2025/2026. The recommendations of the Finance Committee were accepted and it was 
          Resolved: That the Precept for 2025/2026 be set at £23,000.

· Clerk’s Salary – The Finance Committee had reviewed the salary following publication of the Local Government Services pay agreement 2024/25 and it was agreed that the Clerk’s Salary be increased accordingly. 
                                                                                                 
78.  Planning Matters      
      An application in respect of the following property was considered –
 
        37 Milford Gardens: single storey extension to rear - No Objection


79.  Member Portfolio
       Given councillor Linfoot was unable to attend the meeting, it was agreed that this 
       item be deferred until the next meeting. 

80.  Matters raised by Members
· It was noted that a burglary had occurred to a property on Westwood and cars were being targeted in the area.
· A plea was made for volunteers to tidy Hilton Green prior to the new contractor starting in the new year.
· Roads and footpath surveys had been forwarded to councillor Rawlings.
· Members noted complaints regarding cooking smells from the Care Home.





Date of Next Meeting
15 January 2025


