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FROM THE EDITOR

BIT LATE BUT Happy New Year to everyone, especially to all of our contributors, the
volunteers who deliver this magazine door to door, to our printer and our advertisers
without whom 5Alive would not exist. Please use their many and varied services!

And do please read Hazell’s jottings. I'll be more than happy to pass on any views you
may have about her comments towards the end of her contribution, not just out of
politeness but because I completely agree with her.

According to the BBC weather people, meteorological winter was half way through in
mid-January. PHEW!! That means spring will be here on March 1st. Can’t wait!! Peter

JOTTINGS FROM A COUNTRY

CHURCHYARD

WELL, HERE WE ARE in the second month of 2026 so a very belated HAPPY NEW YEAR
to all! I hope everyone had a lovely Christmas, spent however they chose, quietly or
riotously and surrounded with the joy of loved ones. And for those for whom
Christmas brought sad memories I hope they found some peace, comfort and joy in
good company. On the whole, I think many of us would feel that 2025 was not one of
our best years so let us hope for brighter things in 2026.

I'had a lovely cheerful phone message from a thoughtful friend to say that she had
seen three daffodils in flower at Whatley and the sun was shining on them. The sun
has remembered to shine on the odd day although most of the time it seems as if it had
joined the ever-growing groups of strikers.

In spite of — or perhaps because of — this unpredictable climate so many shrubs and
plants are flowering weeks ahead of their usual time. My chimnanthus fragrans
(winter sweet) is now in the most profuse blossom I have ever seen. So frustrating as I
cannot now get out to see it so must rely on a phone photo taken by a friend. But this
doesn’t convey the wonderful perfume. Smelly phone would be so useful. Sadly, my
legs have run off and gone walkabout without permission, so I have to be wheeled
everywhere or rely on furniture grabs in the house. This seems to be the price to pay
for depending on steroids for life but a small price for keeping me afloat and,
hopefully, useful.

Snowdrops in the churchyard are already in flower, as are those in my orchard, well
ahead of their due date of January 21st when we moved here 50 plus years ago to find
them scattered like a lace cloth everywhere, having failed to raise more than three
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CONTACTS
Mells Group of churches is currently in a vacancy.
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Buckland Dinham Jenny Waller,
07887 556936

Chantry Hazel Tovey 836384
Valerie Rawlins 836252

Great Elm Sally Rosa 07833
900947

Mells/ Vobster Hilary Ingram
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John Earl 01373 812450
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@gmail.com

Roman Catholic Services

Mells: Sundays at 11.30am
Wednesdays 11.30am
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“back home”. Something I cannot grow here sadly is winter aconites. I do love their
cheery buttercup faces lifted above their little green choirboy frills but three successive
annual plantings — done “in the green” as instructed — have failed to produce one
flower the following year. However, my daphne odora by the front door is in full
flower weeks ahead of its normal time and wafts its sweet perfume over anyone who
brushes past it to enter the door.

We must hope that this strangely unpredictable climate manages to keep food supplies
available when birds and other wildlife require, otherwise birds who are tempted to
breed early through mild weather may find insect life not available because earlier cold
weather has killed them off — or fruit and berries which matured early may have been
withered by frosts or eaten by hungry autumn birds.

A few weeks ago, in my “jottings” (ramblings?) I mentioned a radio programme from
the 1030s — Monday Night at Eight — which I had enjoyed as a child. I'm sure no-one
else would have remembered this. Must have thought me quite potty. Coming further
forward though I wonder if anyone recalls the wonderful Tommy Handley “ITMA”
(It's That Man Again) radio show during the 1940s as a morale booster in wartime.
This was so crammed with memorable characters and their signature sayings that one
still hears the odd line today. There was the kindly Colonel Chinstrap with his “don’t
mind if I do”, the sinister whispered threat of Funf, “Funf has spoken”, the ever-
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present char, Mrs Mop with her “can I do yer now, sir?”, the diver with his with his
glug-glug water sounds and his “going down now, sir”, and the seller of dubious
postcards with his “feelthy postcards, very feelthy, very good”.

And apart from cheerful radio, there were morale boosting posters and newspaper
instructions — still occasionally revived from archives as postcards — like “keep clam
and carry on”, or “be like Dad and keep Mum”, (a warning that “careless talk costs
lives”) and the eye-catching images and slogans such as the “what no?”, reminding us
to be patient and cheerful in the face of wartime shortages — not only obvious things
like imported or rationed goods but essentials like candles and matches.

And the squander bog, urging us not spend on frivolities (not that there was much
frivol to buy — cosmetics shampoo etc very scarce) but to invest in Government
Savings Certificates where it could be directed towards the “war effort”. Everything
was geared towards that “war effort”. Iron railings (many of historic value) were
ripped out. Iron saucepans and utensils were sacrificed to be melted down for
aeroplane building ad no-one doubted the necessity. China and glass too were scarce
—must have been needed for munitions. The only glass was thick green recycled
bottle glass and cups were without handles — unnecessary work — so they were like
tiny china pudding basins balanced on carefully hoarded saucers so at least some of
the social “niceties” were preserved. Clothes and fabric were rationed but not,
strangely, curtain fabrics. Wartime brides not in uniform often borrowed wedding
dresses from family and friends or married in curtain material, or, if likely enough to
have acquired on, in fabric form a silk parachute.

But the carefully guarded secret from the public (not possible in today’s media rich
culture) was the close threat of actual Nazi invasion across our tiny strip of channel.
The country had to keep cheerfully sacrificing with no hint of possible defeat. I'm sure
that there are still some among us reading this (if anyone does read it!) who
remembers this time. Do forgive this burst of nostalgia. Whatever brought it on I
wonder!

I am now determinedly looking forward to all the good things this year will bring.
Good things do happen even if they go largely unreported in the media. Why must
we have the present output oh horror, crime and gloom served as “entertainment”?
Why can we not have cheerful, uplifting, morale boosting material to carry us forward
with hope and determination in this present world of unrest? One hopeful trend
seems to be emerging from the consumer driven attitude of “throw it out, send it to
landfill, buy another” is the idea that perhaps “recycle, re-use, make do and mend” is
becoming acceptable and approved rather than regarded as a rather “cranky” concept.
I would love to have feedback of anyone’s views and Peter Corbett will happily pass
to me anything sent to him as I have no email etc.

Sorry too much of “me” and not enough “churchyard” this month. I'll do better in
March - I promise!

Anyway, enough of all this. Again, Happy New Year! Raise a glass to all the good
things to come. Spring is on it way, too. God’s gift of the cycle of seasons (even of
slightly changed) never fails. See you in March. Hazell
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ROUND AND ABOUT]

JOIN THE NSP CHOIR FOR EASTER

Caroline Whitehead is hoping to include a choir for Easter Sunday at Norton St Philip
church and would be interested to know if anyone in the area is interesting on
joining.

A note about the Christmas Fayre held at NSP. We raised over £1000 for our funds.
Thanks to all who came and supported this event

FROME TIMES NAMES FROME COMMUNITY DRIVERS AS THE
‘VOLUNTARY GROUP OF THE YEAR - 2025’

Three of the volunteer drivers are from Whatley, Olly Goodden, Tony Thomas and
Scheme Director Gerry Copsey but as yet there are none from Chantry! Itis a very
easy scheme to volunteer for as there is no commitment required from the drivers as
they just do the journeys that fit in with their own lifestyles and schedules. The
scheme pays fuel costs expenses, and it is a lovely way to help people in our
community get to and from important medical appointments.]

We did 2,225 journeys in 2025 — 96% of those we were asked to do — and demand is
rising steadily so we need more drivers!

THE LUNCHTIME CONCERT

VIVA Y
Jazz MELLS BARN

e TR0 |

Trlo FOR ALL FUNCTIONS
Parties - Receptions -Meetings
Mike Collins (piano) Kitchen facilities - Parking -

] Stage Area - Garden
Nick Sorensen (sax) For bookings details contact

Ashley John Long (bass) | | Helen on 01373 812498

Join us to hear a new trio playing distinctly

melodic music cofoured by the insfincfive
ampathy achieved by throe expert d
I,

i i Forget-me-not

St Philip & St James Church e . o

Norton St Philip, Bath, BA2 7LY * GARDENING SERVICE
12, Weeding, pruning, planting,

Tickets £10 at:
www.wegottickets.oomieventf688942 . %

{7\ fence painting, etc
RETRalIr 1 — Hiesets L 01373 464416 07890 850465

Thursday 12 February
Doors open 12.30pm for 1.00pm

or on the door WiCat 21




Mells Group of Churches

February 2026

1% February 8% February | 15% February | 22™ February | 1 March
Chantry | 10.00am 11.00am 11.00am 11.00am
Group Holy
Communion Matins Holy Matins
Service Communicn
Martin Hazel Tovey | Chris Hare Val Rawlins
Weymont
Great 9.30am 9.30am 10.00am
Elm Group Hc_:ly
Holy Informal Communion
Communion Service Service
Robin Catherine
Isherwood Richard King Liewelyn-Evans
Mells 9.30am
Holy
Communion
Martin
Weymont
Whatley 9.30am 9.30am
Matins Holy
Communion
Hazel Tovey David Gatliffe

Mells Every Wednesday at 09.30, Matins/Morning Prayer, in St. Andrew's, Mells

Great Elm At 7.30am on Wednesdays Richard King leads a prayer session in church



HARDINGTON VALE SERVICES FEBRUARY 2026

DATE TIME SERVICE
9.00 am Norton 5t Philip, Informal Breakfast
ordmrd Falr 10.30 am Rode, Holy Communion
pncayiLie 11.00 am Laverton, Holy Communion
6.00 pm Rode Chapel, Meeting Place
T T 9.00 am Norton St Philip, Morning Prayer
Hesday. el 11.00 am Rode Chapel, Ecumenical Holy Communion
8.30 am Hemington, Morning Prayer
Wednesday 4 Feb 5.00 pm Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer
6.00 pm Tellisford, Evening Prayer
Thursday 5 Feb 6.00 pm Norton St Philip, Silent Prayer
9.00 am Rode, Informal Breakfast
SRR 10.30 am Norton St Philip, Holy Communion
MOERY.S 28 11.00 am Laverton, Matins
11.00 am Buckland Dinham, lona/Taizé Service
Tuesday 10 Feb 9.00 am Norton 5t Philip, Morning Prayer
8.30am Hemington, Marning Prayer
Wednesday 11 Feb 11.00 am Tellisford, Holy Communion
5.00 pm Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer
Thursday 12 Feb 6.00 pm Norton St Philip, Silent Prayer
9.00 am Farleigh Hungerford, Holy Communion
10.30 am Rode, Holy Communion
Sunday 15 Feb 10.30 am Norton St Philip, Informal Worship
11.00 am Laverton, Matins
11.00 am Buckland Dinham, Holy Communion
Tuesday 17 Feb 9.00 am Morton St Philip, Morning Prayer
8.30 am Hemington, Morning Prayer
Wednesday 18 Feb 5.00 pm Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer
ASH WEDNESDAY 6.00 pm Tellisford, Evening Prayer
7.30 pm Norton St Philip, Holy Communion & Ashing
Thursday 19 Feb 6.00 pm Norton St Philip, Silent Prayer
9.00 am Rode, Contemplation and Coffee
Sunday 22 Feb [purple) 10.30 am Norton St Philip, Holy Communion
1% Sunday of LENT 11.00 am Laverton, Matins
6.00 pm Buckland Dinham, lona/Taizé Service
Tuesday 24 Feb 9.00 am Norton St Philip, Morning Prayer
8.30 am Hemington, Morning Prayer
Wednesday:25-Feb 5.00 pm Rode Chapel, Informal Prayer
Thursday 26 Feb 6.00 pm Norton St Philip, Silent Prayer

Version: 18 January 2026




If anyone from Chantry (or anywhere else!) is interested in finding out more about
doing some volunteer driving, please ring Gerry Copsey on 07701 250250 / 01373
836123 to have a chat.

“EXCITED” TO TAKE PART IN QUARRY COURSE

Heidelberg Materials” Whatley quarry is supporting the next generation of engineers
through a new partnership with Somerset Studio School, Radstock,(part of the
MNSP Trust) and the Somerset Earth Science Centre, giving a local student a
valuable hands-on experience in the quarry as part of their Engineering T Level
qualification.

Harrison T, 17, from Frome, spends one day per week at Whatley quarry completing
the 45-day industry placement required for the
qualification which is equivalent to three A Levels and is
designed to prepare students for skilled employment,
further study or apprenticeships.

“My industry placement at Whatley quarry is a great
opportunity to see engineering in action. I'm learning how
plant and machinery, including the wash plant, are
maintained, how safety is managed and how different
teams work together to support the quarry’s operations,”
said Harrison.

“It's giving me skills that I wouldn’t get in a classroom
alone, and I'm excited to pursue a career in the
construction industry after completing this course.”

MENDIP COUNTRY PRACTICE VACANCY

We are looking for a conscientious, enthusiastic and reliable person to join our
Reception and Administration team. Your role will be to provide administrative
support to the primary care medical team and front of house service to our
registered patients. Previous experience of working in a GP surgery an advantage
but not essential. Good IT skills and customer service essential. Job descriptions and
application forms are available on our website mendipcp.co.uk/about-the-surgery.
26 hours per week over four days, (surgery hours 08.00am — 6.30pm)

Salary- subject to experience and this post is NHS pensionable and permanent.
Previous applicants need not apply. Closing date Wednesday 4th February 2026

BUCKLAND DINHAM

CHURCH NEWS

It seems such a long time ago that we had our Carol Service but what a delight it
was. The service was taken by Rev. Pauline Reid to a congregation of 103 with a
choir from Norton St. Phillip and one from Buckland Dinham. With carols and
lessons and a talk from Pauline, who reminded us of the true meaning of Christmas,
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and the fun the children had placing knitted sheep in the crib, it was agreed by all
who stayed for the sherry and mince pies that it was certainly a very happy way to
begin the Christmas holiday. Our thanks to all who made this service so special.
The services for February will be as per schedule, if you enjoyed the Carol Service
why not come again. You will be sure of a very warm welcome from the few
“regulars”.

COFFEE MORNING. The December coffee morning was well attended and as I am
writing this the day before the January meeting, hopefully you will all be coming to
that and again in February. I know we will be short of helpers in January so if you
would like to volunteer to help occasionally, I know the team would be very
grateful. These coffee mornings have been a lovely way to meet, chat and enjoy
homemade cakes and really get to know other villagers. They are always the third
Saturday of the month, 10.00 to 12.00, so we look forward to seeing you next time.

LYCHGATE RESTORATION

The restoration of the historic lychgate is under way as you'll have seen from the
scaffolding around it. It dates back several hundred years and was restored in the
late seventies and again in the nineties. It's hoped that the work will be finished in
the late spring or early summer. It’s going to cost a lot but funding is well under
way, thanks to the legacy of Rev Dan Olive (remember him? He was our vicar in the
eighties and early nineties), proceeds of every coffee morning and from the walks
Corrine King organises. If you want to add to the funds, contact us!

MARY DODS, 1939-2025

On Monday October 1st a funeral mass took place in St Michael’s Church, to give
thanks for the life of Mary Dods.

Mary’s coffin looked beautiful, covered with a delicate display of yellow roses and
white gypsophila. The service was conducted by Canon Richard Dwyer. Music
included the congregational hymns O Lord my God and Dear Lord and Father of
Mankind, and a recording of Ave Maria sung by Luciano Pavarotti

The processional music was The Fields of Athenry by the Dubliners reflecting Mary’s
Irish heritage, and at the end of the service her coffin was carried out to a recording
of Save the Last dance for Me by the Drifters, reflecting her love of dancing.

The gospel reading was from John 6:37-40, while Jon Evans read Christina Rossetti’s
Let me Go.

The Eulogy was provided by Mary’s daughter Emma and told us of Mary’s love of
dancing, yoga and aerobics, as well as ceramic hedgehogs! She loved sport and was
a keen Ireland supporter in the Five Nations championship. Mary had a way with
people and could talk to anyone and enjoyed a close circle of family and friends. In
later years Alzheimer’s brought about changes, but for Emma it was important to
remember the lively, fun-loving person she was before her illness. Even in her last
years, Mary’s love of music stayed with her.



In his Homily, Father Richard reflected that, difficult as it is, we have to accept that
part of life is loving and letting go. Just as we let go of our children to pursue their
dreams, so we have to let go of those we love when God calls them away. That
doesn’t mean they are lost to us, however.
Father Richard went on to reflect on life’s many unacknowledged saints and unsung
heroes, of whom Mary was one, living her life to the full. He was reminded of the
line from the poem, the hand that rocks the cradle rules the world. Mary’s influence
as a mother and friend was immeasurable and he thanked her for that.
Mary had a strong faith which she believed brought out the best in her. She died
believing in the power of God to defeat sin and death and to bring her to eternal life.
Donations were for Dorothy House and The Catholic Children’s society.
Our thoughts and prayers are with Mary’s family at this difficult time.

Jenny Waller, Churchwarden

BUCKLAND BUDDIES, FEBRUARY 3rd

These meetings in the Village Hall, 7.15 for 7.30, are for any ladies in the village and

this month we are delighted that Bob Rogers is returning to give a talk and slide

show on the Cairngorms entitled “Beauty and the Beast”. We look for to seeing you.
Jill Wright

LATEST FROM THE WEBSITE

NEW: we've added a photo gallery, made pages easier to view on smart phone,
added Playing Field Association as a Group, expanded Village Businesses to show
more detail and added location maps throughout.

Emma Hancock

Colour expert specialising in lived-in balayage

and blondes. Mobile and in-salon sevices

available

07429 046829

The Loft, 1 Vicarage Street | Frome
emmalivedinbalayage@gmail.com
emmalivedinbalayage.com

Facebook & Insta - @emmalivedinbalayage
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EVENTS IN FEBRUARY

Mondays - Pilates for Cyclists — 6.00pm; Tuesdays — Chair Yoga — 10.00am;
Wednesdays - Pilates - 9.30am.

3rd — Buckland Buddies - 7.30pm; 6th — Live Music — 7.30pm; 10th — Lunch Club -
12.00; 8th — Iona/Taize Service — 11.00am; 15th — Holy Communion — 11.00am; 19th —
Parish Council Meeting — 7.00pm; 21st — Coffee Morning — 10.00am; 22nd — Iona/Taize
Service — 6.00pm; April 27th — Annual Village Gathering.

See Bucklanddinham.org for details

BUCKLAND DINHAM PLAYINGFIELD ASSOCIATION
AGM
WEDNESDAY MARCH 4TH 2026
7.00PM AT BUCKLAND DINHAM VILLAGE HALL
ALL WELCOME
REFRESHMENTS WILL BE PROVIDED

: - BAII 2QT
Tel: 01373 471 711

A member of the Royal Society-of Sculptors

LU
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TAME
&TEND

Sustainable Gardening Services

Book Now for @
Winter Tidy!

Specialist Rose Pruning
Fruit Tree Pruning
Mulching
Greenhouse Cleaning

tameandtend@gmail.com

_ 07469 982304 \
NV £ * O\
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COME MEET US

VILLAGE HALL

1/3/26, 16:00-18:00

BUCKLAND DINHAM HALL
1/3/26

CHANTRY

The Christmas services were very well attended, thank you all for your support
The service was beautifully led by Barry. It was enjoyed by all who attended and
was followed with drinks and mince pies.

BESPOKE

BUILDING CONTRACTOR
CARPENTRY SPECIALIST

MAFTIP  MCITIP?

‘9. Dementia

9 Friends




The Salvation Army was extremely pleased with the vast amount of gifts donated. I
have a letter of thanks but have not been able to post it in the church due to a leg
injury.

The Christmas Eve Mass was also well attended in our lovely decorated and candlelit
church. Many thanks to Vall, Jan and Andrew and anyone else who helped to keep our
traditions alive. I do not have a list for maintenance, but I am sure that all of you will
carry on during 2026.

FRIENDS OF CHANTRY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

THIRSTY THIRD THURSDAY FEBRUARY 19th. Holy Trinity Community building.
From 6:00pm for beers, wines, gin and Prosecco at affordable prices, convivial banter
and a warm welcome. If you haven’t been. then make this your first visit! We’d love to
meet you if you are new to the village - quite a number have recently joined us.

April 9th and 16th

Simon Bristow a resident of Chantry has a knowledge and a passion about World War
IT he would love to share. The evenings start with an open bar from 6:30pm ready for a
7:00pm start for a presentation and viewing of the World at War DVD.

Both evenings will evoke reverent appreciation for those who either can still remember
the war or have a family member they remember went to war, and for all of us who
enjoy our lives today because of those who fought for us. Do join us and stay for a
drink and chat after.

Coffee with an

x Architect?
| Thinking about a project?

An Architect with over 20 years’

CARPENTER AND JOINER experience and a genuine love of

PROFESSIONAL historic buildings and coffee, |
CARPENTRY SERVICES would be happy to meet and
discuss your plans and ideas. For a
INTERIOR/EXTERIOR WORK free initial chat please contact:
RENOVATION AND

Anna Hammond

BA DipArch MSc ARB

e: annahammond@ymail.com
martin.hale27@gmail.com m: 0772 941 1360 3

t: 01373 834439 N 2

MAINTENANCE
01225 762496 07768838757
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The first evening will be as follows:

HOME FIRES: (1940-1944). A time of gas masks, Winston Churchill, Dig for Victory,
evacuation, George Formby, the Land Army, ITMA, the Squander Bug and the
Beveridge Report.

The second evening will be based on

WOLFPACK: (1939-1943) U-Boats and the Battle of the Atlantic. High technology,
underwater detection devices, a starving Britain as supply ships are targeted and allies
hounded in packs.

Thank you to Simon in advance for all the time you are taking putting this together.

If you have a special interest, hobby or skill you’d like to share, and you live in or have
lived in Chantry, do let me know. We can help with items for display, talks and
screening as we diversify and find more and more talent here in our little village.

Hope you all had a good Christmas followed by a Happy New Year

GREAT ELM

Martin Weymont conducted a Memorial service on November 28th for Elizabeth
Molony who along with her husband were great contributors to village and church life.
The family brought along a sculpture that Elizabeth had made of her and her husband
facing one another which gave a focal point during the service. We are grateful for the
donation made by the family to the church.

The Carol Service on Christmas Eve saw about 100 people inside the church. Our
thanks to all the readers, singers and musicians. The retiring collection made £300
which has been equally shared between Children’s Hospice SouthWest and Julian
House

The Carol Service on Christmas Eve saw about 100 people inside the church. Our
thanks to all the readers, singers and musicians. The retiring collection made £300

GREAT ELM VILLAGE HALL

Seating for 60 people
Fully equipped kitchen
Parking on the green
From £5 per hour
(heating extra)

Enquiries to Jim Duffus - Tel: 07794496727
email: jimduffus@hotmail.co.uk
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Proud to be part of
the community

At Whatley quarry, we're committed to being a good
neighbour and supporting surrounding communities.

We want to play our part by actively supporting local
initiatives and we regularly host educational visits, as well as
taking steps to protect and enhance the local environment.

To find out more and to apply for community funding go to:

www.communities.heidelbergmaterials.co.uk/en/what
ley-and-westdown-quarry-community-page

Heideloberg%.,: |
Materials ./




KEVIN CORCORAN
CARPETS & VINYLS LIMITED
Carpet, Vinyls, LVT & Natural Floor Coverings

Supplied & Fitted
FREE MEASURING & ESTIMATING SERVICE

Tel: 01373 303733

sales@kevincorcoran.co.uk
www.kevincorcoran.co.uk

Unit 6 Manor Road, Marston Trading Estate, Frome, Somerset BA1l 4BN

Buckland
Dinham
Village Hall
&Millennium

Gardens
A huge hall seating 80 people
with stage and fully equipped
kitchen. Large enclosed
gardens with fine views.
Two cosy upstairs meetings
rooms each available at
£5.00 an hour.

hicks3920@gmail.com

BOOKINGS SUSIE HICKS
01373 485099
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which has been equally shared between Children’s Hospice SouthWest and Julian
House.

Church cleaning and flower arranging rotas have been drawn up but we have a gap for
cleaning in July. Usually done by a couple of people prior to our third Sunday service
anyone who is ready to give up an hour during the month to spruce up the church
please contact Judy.

MELLS WITH VOBSTER

ST ANDREW’S CHURCHYARD

The next churchyard spring tidy up will be on Saturday March 14th, 10.00am — 12.00.
Please do join the other volunteers who work so hard to keep our churchyard looking
its best. Bring your own gloves and tools, refreshments will be provided. All welcome.

MELLS PARISH COUNCIL (full minutes can be found at mells-pc.gov.uk)
Notes of meeting held on Tuesday January 12th.

PUBLIC PARTICIPATION:

Resident asked for consideration to be given to introducing 20mph zones in some areas
of Mells due to the high number of children walking to school, dog walkers and
tourists and suggested Top Lane, near Longfield, Gay Street and Holes Lane. Cllr West
mentioned that even if a limit was in place, there was a low likelihood of any form of
enforcement. The PC were receptive to looking into a reduction and as an interim
measure would look at placing ‘Drive through the village carefully” signs and speed
indicator devices.

SOMERSET COUNCIL - COUNCILLOR’S REPORT

Provisional Local Government Finance Settlement 2026/27 Published: The settlement
is a one-year allocation but includes illustrative funding figures for 2027/28 and
2028/29. For Somerset, Core Spending Power increases from £653.6 million in 2025/26 to
£684.95 million in 2026/27. The Council’s structural budget gap now stands at £54.9 mil-
lion, reduced from £101 million earlier in 2025.

Planning Service Recovery Motion Approved: Somerset Council has approved a mo-
tion calling for improvements to the planning service following the temporary emer-
gency measures introduced in July 2025 to address backlogs, staffing shortages, and
unsustainable workloads.

Council ‘Got It Wrong’ After Cutting Over 500 Job Posts: Somerset Council’s Chief
Executive has acknowledged that the authority “got it wrong” in at least three depart-
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ments after more than 500 posts were cut over the past year. He told councillors that
recruitment is now one of the biggest challenges facing the Council, with shortages of
experienced and qualified applicants making services harder to run. He said the
Council is using reserves to rebuild capacity in areas such as housing, where teams
are no longer considered large enough to manage workloads.

MATTERS ARISING

Pavilion lease and future of recreation ground: The Directors have forwarded a copy of
their Heads of Terms with a proposal that the PC funds £2,500/year for an initial period of
three years. Clerk to invite the Directors to the next meeting to discuss the terms.

Car share scheme: Clerk to look into the legal requirements for running a scheme.

HIGHWAY AND FOOTPATH ISSUES:

Speeding vehicles in Vobster: Traffic Management has explained the discrepancy
between their quoted figures and the works should not exceed £10k. The PC will now
put in an application for a survey to be done and pay the £500 non-refundable fee.

PRECEPT SETTING: Unanimously agreed to increase the precept by £10,000 from
£16,500 to £26,500. It is the intention of the parish council to utilise the extra money to
provide a better environment for everyone by funding installation of speed limits (if
permitted by Highways) in Mells and Vobster, improving the children’s play area,

e
HERITAGE £-CO

Your trusted local experts
in finance and maortgages.

S e i

~ Afamily-run Practice. in
- the heart of Somerset

Contact

vouched

‘Big enough to
manage, small
enough to care’

2025 as
Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up with repayments on your mortgage

Heritage & Co |s a trading name of Heritage & Co UK Ltd.
Heritage & Co is an Appointed Representative of and represents only St. James's Place Wealth Management ple (which is authorised and
regulated by the Financial Conduct Authority) for the purpose of advising solely on the group’s wealth management products and

services, more details of which are set out on the group's website http://www.sjp.co.uk/products. The "5t. James's Place Partnership'
and the titles Partner’ and ‘Partner Practice’ are marketing terms used to describe St. James’s Place representatives.
£IP Appraved 17/12/2025
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1494774

LOUISE BIRO

CEIRATTALTOR

NOW PRACTISING AT THE BARNS, MELLS

FRIENDLY, PROFESSIONAL CHIROPRACTOR WITH
OVER 12 YEARS EXPERIENCE

HANDS ON TREATMENT SUITABLE FOR ALL
BACK/NECK PAIN~ PREGNANCY~ SPORTS
INJURIES~ POOR POSTURE...

FREE SPINAL CHECKS

CALL: 07816 526077
LOVISEBIRC{@GMAIL.COM

GCC REGISTERED, BUPA APPROVED

£5 OFF INITIAL ASSESSMENT

2 SOMERSET

'\K\J EAR WAX

CLINIC

¢ Ear wax removal by irrigation
¢ Ear check prior to Audiology
¢ Fully trained and experienced

Sister Teresa Munro RGN
Quality Care Commission Registered

07962 106 045
teresamunro@hotmail.co.uk

Frome Medical Centre, Enos Way,
Frome BA1l 2FH

e

Country Handyman

For all your general
property mdintenance
& gardening jobs

Call
Hadyn West

www. westcountryhandyman.co.uk
hadynwest@me.com
07854 536577

Frome Bridge Club

Beginners, improvers and returners
to the game all welcome

Teaching sions Tuesday evenings

and Thursday morni

Competitive play Monday evenings
Just £3 per session

01373467508 or 07809 163705
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GARAGE DOOR
SPECIALISTS

Repairs, spares, servicing,
automation, installation
30 years' experience in the garage door industry,

prioritising quality, trust and exceptional
customer service.

Contact us:
Mobile: 07977 927590
Email: info@garagedoortech.co.uk
Website: garagedoortech.co.uk

Covering Radstock, Bath, Frome,
Trowbridge and surrounding areas.

huttonbrown
painting & decorating
established family company

OUR SERVICES:

Period and heritage
Dustless sanding
Spray / brush finish
Wallpaper hanging
UPVC windows

WHY CHOOSE US:

50 years of experience
Unrivalled quality
Highest level of finishing
A* communication

Call John: 07711 657170 or visit
huttonbrowndecorating.com

K SUNLIGHT

WINDOW CLEANING

/ Windows / Patios

/ Gutters / Driveways
J/ Fascias ./ Cladding
/ Soffits / Signs

/ Solar panels

07739 189 180 :
sunlightwindow8@gmail.com :
) sunlightcleaning.co.uk

OFFER

SPECIAL b

gutter wash
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N
The Weatherproof
Window Company

® Renovation
* Replacement
* Draught-proofing
* Small Repairs
* Replacement cords, pulleys,
handles, weights, glazing

All types of sash & wooden windows
Suitable for Listed Buildings

Fleecemill Cottage, 1 The Steps,
Buckland Dinham, BA11 2QR.
Tel: 01373 474637 Mobile: 07929
938419 (lan Gallagher)
www.weatherproofwindows.co.uk
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helping the cricket club and churches and ensuring verges are cut back on the
junctions during the growing season to improve visibility. This increase equates
to an extra £33/annum on a Band D property.

TO LET - THIS SPACE!
YOU COULD BE USING IT TO PROMOTE YOUR BUSINESS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION CONTACT PETER CORBETT
mellsmag@hotmail.com
01373 466536

i J K HAMBLIN

Glazing Solutions - Window Care - Handyman Services

All Styles Of Glazing * Mirrors » Boarding-Up Service
PVCWindows & Doors © PVC Fascias, Gutters & Soffits windows,

Conservatory & Guttering Cleaning * Pressure Washing Cleaning Service

Fencing & Sheds » Lawn Maintenance

f 07877 8589712 f

SENNTSIE AT

S Z=1 W ==z al= OZao3 i=s=9u=2 0

wwwr.arborcadabra.co.uk
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ITEMS TO REPORT / ITEMS FOR NEXT AGENDA

Christmas tree for land by shop: The Estate ran out of time to sort the logistics of
providing a tree in time for Christmas but will look at providing one in the future.
Whatley Quarry noise: Cllr Earl reported that he had noticed an increase in noise around
10.00-11.00pm over the last few months. Cllr West will report this back to the liaison
committee next week.

DATE OF NEXT MEETING: Tuesday February 10th at 7.15pm in the Barn.
Joy Book, Clerk, Tel: 07704 584953 Email: Clerk@mells-pc.gov.uk

WHATLEY

Dear Villagers, please accept our apologies. The following article should have been in
November's edition of 5Alive but somehow slipped through the net. The good news is,
that, between the publishing dates, the final total of the money raised for Macmillan
Cancer rose to £660.93. Amazing! Laura Baber wishes to thank all who helped make the
morning such a success, but we wish to thank Laura for her enterprise and energy in
leading this happy fundraising occasion.

Thank you also to those who came and joined in with such enthusiasm that a very
generous sum of money was raised.

The weight-of-the-cake was won by Simon Baber. Orla Murcott, with the help of her
grandpa, guessed there were 116 sweets in the jar (there were 115!) The raffle had
numerous donations so consequently many winners, including Whatley's oldest
resident, Marianne Marrs, who won her first ever raffle prize!

In Whatley we always welcome people to our sociable coffee mornings on the second
Saturday of each month, but this month the team excelled themselves. The table looked
as if the finalists of 'Bake Off' had been preparing for a celebration.

St George, Whatley parish church, had the biggest congregation of the year for

its traditional service of nine lessons and carols. It's uplifting to hear all the much-loved
carols being sung with gusto and listen to the age-old words of the birth of Christianity.
The highlight of the service was the procession of children, in costume, bringing the
nativity to life with their pet animals, a Shetland pony, two black sheep and two
miniature goats! It was also uplifting to see faces new(ish) to the village along with
families who have lived here for generations. Afterwards the bar was opened, music
played and we were all able to celebrate the beginning of Christmas.

On January 1st Whatley and Chantry residents did all, or part of, the New Year walk on
the circular path around the massive quarry. It was a perfect day the stretch the legs.
Over 15 people did so, arriving back at the church to the admiration of the lazier
villagers who just turned up for the social! Davin and James did both the walk and
organise the reception afterwards. There was hot punch, coffee available (although

23



most of us seemed to prefer the punch!) and the most delicious pigs in blankets. What
a great start to 2026 for our communities.

We give a big thank you to James and Davin for making sure St George is a hub of
hospitality for us all to enjoy, all year round.

Happy New Year to us all!

ST. GEORGE’S CHURCH CLEANING ROTA.

Mary Scott thanks all those who help to keep the church clean and tidy. She did the
necessary cleaning throughout January, so the team start again in February. Thank
you, Mary, for all you do to keep us in order!

February 7th  Jenny Norris. February 14th Alice Kettle

February 15th Sue Pollock. February 21st Mary Scott

February 28th Marion Ransome

Church news: The collection from January’s Group Service at Whatley raised £100,
including gift aid, and has been given to Fair Frome

FEBRUARY DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

Pop Up Pub EVENING with BAR and CONVERSATION
Friday February 6th 6.00pm-11.00pm
Drinks: Real Ale, Pale Ale, Lager & Cider at great prices

frome
printi
company

Complete Design & Print Solution

01373 455222 info@fromeprintingcompany.co.uk
485 Manor Road, Marston Trading Estate, Frome, Somerset BA11 4BN
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Do you need a
Plumber? c.u

LASTING POWER OF ATTORNEY
(LPA’s)

For information, preparation (if
required) & registration on LPA's
Contact: Tim Seviour t/a LPAs Direct

Tel: 01761 232097

Mobile: 07486 434193 ‘

E-Mail: tim.seviourl23@gmail.com

PAUL ANTELL
Property and Building Maintenance
PLUMBING
M.A.Stock

07801 355384 01373 672090 07890 366832

malcstock@yahoo.co.uk

01373 467427
Painting Interior and Exterior

Paths, Patios, Fencing, Brick and Stone Professional, Reliable, Friendly & Local
work including Building and Repairing
Walls, Roofing and Roof Repairs, Hard www.paulantellplumbing.co.uk
Standings, Chimney Works including fitting
Cowls and Re-pointing and many other little
jobs you need doing
Free quotations

paulantellplumbing @talktalk.net

holistic massage
CATERING g
Funeral Teas, Weddings, Drinks Parties & Events
. Holistic massage tailored to your needs.
Bantily Hun Since 2010
From Deep Tissue Massage to ease problem areas, to calming massage using
Based near Bnaton, Somerset

essential oils and Reiki to promote a deep relaxed state.
srwdorserdelightscavering ek Contact Katy on:

Conteer Alice: U763 028532, Louise: 07742 790600 (A0SR R

axhalehalisticmassage@autloak.com
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The Gentleman Painter
& GO

Specialising in the exterior and interior decoration of
period properties

Sash window renovation, reglazing, puttying and
replacement of rotten wood, freeing up of stuck
windows

Careful, traditional time served methods
Interior decoration consultations, with discounts on
the best quality paints available

All female team apart
from me!

-No Smoking
- No Swearing
- No Radio One

marc@marcpeel.com
www.thegentlemanpainter.com
07899900077
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ERIENDS of WHATLEY monthly meeting
Tuesday 10th February 10th 6.15pm -7.45pm ALL WELCOME

COFFEE MORNING

Saturday February 14th 10.00am — 12.00.

Come and enjoy our friendly community space, have a chat and enjoy some
amazing cakes.

2nd Monthly Pop Up Pub Evening and SKITTLES
Saturday 21st February 21st 6.00pm-11.00pm

We welcome everyone to join in for a Skittles evening

DO COME AND SUPPORT YOUR FRIENDLY COMMUNITY HUB
Any donations to FOW are very welcome
If anyone needs a lift to any events, contact FOW secretary Alice.kettle@gmail.com

And thank you, Hazel Tovey, for leading Evensong for us so beautifully. Several
more joined us for a bring-and-share harvest supper, with plenty of choice of
refreshment from our very own bartenders, James and Davin. We thank you both
for the work and time you give to make sure that people are sufficiently refreshed
when the opportunity arises.

NOW OPEN

Serving Moorish Tapas in our

7/! newly refurbished restaurant
e i

H l H and. stunning g:n'd.cn,
pAVE M E N T 1 |1L|1':ad:1_§,-‘ - S;lturd:l_\_: Gpm uncil Lipm

f @thehighpavement
e ©) @ihehighpavement

L I'l(_‘l 1( YT I'l L‘l’l i B hl}:l\"(_' ICTIL.COLL k

to book: 07967 222682
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Sarsen Roofing

For all your roofing needs
Family business
No job too big or small

For free quotation contact
Sarsen Roofing

01458 550833

WANT TO PROMOTE
YOUR BUSINESS?

THIS SPACE IS
AVAILABLE.

CONTACT PETER
CORBETT

mellsmag@hotmail.
com

01373 466536

Jon Goode

Reliable and professional handyman,
for general household maintenance
& garden services.

Based in Buckland Dinham.

GOODE
AND
HANDY
Your local handyman

Mobile: 07894 209201
Email: jon@goodeandhandy.co.uk
Web: www.goodeandhandy.co.uk
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Mells Nursery
Mells Green, Mells, BA11 30E

01373 813978
www.mellsnursery.co.uk

We are a registered Charity operating as a voluntary
run, community pre-schoal for children aged
2 years old until school age.

Awarded
OUTSTANDING IN ALL AREAS
by Ofsted in March 2020.

“Children thrive as they attend this
wanderfully charming nursery”

“Staff develop incredibly positive and
nurturing relationships with children.”




KAPOW PEST CONTROL

-Rats, Mice

- Fleas, Bed Bugs, Cockroaches
- Traditional Mole trapping
- Bee swarms removed

- Domestic and commercial
- Contracts available

A local pest controller with
over 10 years experience.

Anything we don’t sell, Call Chris Raithby:
we will donate to the 01373813721/ 07976735086
local charity shops. email: chrisraith@hotmail.com
Thank you!
jerwestcott@aol.com or Fully qualified and insured
07703 780701

‘II 4 .:_.'-' ‘ {i
Pop in and see us at the Westway Shopping Centre, 2 Scott Road, Frome BA11 1AL.
01373 485485 frome@fsmsolicitors.co.uk




MARK WHITE

Furniture & Cabinet Maker

Furniture & cabinet making.  _ crarrmem eer
Custom-made kitchens Q
Design & installation

07890235660
markwhitefurniture@gmail.com

VWA . itefurnitur i com

lan Chapman
CHIMNEY

SWEEP
HETAS Registered

e Wood/fuel stoves
e Open fires
e Sweeping & servicing

Text or call lan on
07976 880267

Keep warm - stay safe!

YOUR STORY
Mallers

Life Stories | Ghostwriting
Manuscript Editing
Design and Print

No writing experience needed

.-:'i'f‘(:lrrff; B{ﬁ{'m .:'11‘6411(‘(1&
LOCALWRITING & EDITORIAL SERVICES

07969 333940 | www.mandybloom.co.uk

MELLS AUTO
REPAIRS

Diagnostics,
Engine Repair,
Clutches, Cambelts,

Servicing, Air Con,
Auto Electrical
mellsautorepairs

@yahoo.com
07716460079

Unit |16, Mells Pit Works,
Frome BAI | 3RH

Little GI‘E&IE’

PaimT & PArER

Peter Hardwick

DECORATORS ANMD PROPERTY MAINTENANCE SPECIALISTS

Renroc Cottage, Lower Street,

Buckland Dinham.
Somerset. BAT11 2QMN

Telephone: 01373 453066
Mobile: 07956 870849
Email: ptp1000&aocl.com
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DEFIBRILLATORS IN BUCKLAND DINHAM. MELLS
AND VOBSTER

In the event of an emergency, please phone 999 and they will
direct you to the nearest cabinet and give you the door code.
All the defibrillators are in locked cabinets to ensure that they
are there for when you need them.

LOCATIONS:

e Buckland Dinham Village Hall

e Mells Recreation Ground, near Longfield, Mells BA11 3PZ
e Post office, Woodlands End, Mells BA11 3PF

e Telephone Box, Mells Green

e Vobster Inn, Lower Vobster, Radstock BA3 5RJ

HOW TO USE A DEFIBRILLATOR

A demonstration video is available on the front page of the Mells
Parish Council website mellsparishcouncil.org.uk/.

Please take the time to watch it, as it could help you save
someone’s life!

Hancocks Plumbing & Heating LTD
ngh Quali.ty Plunjl?ing & Heati?g 4 a |

- Reasonable Rates * Professional Service

Tel: 01373 474337
Mobile: 07850 852544
‘#ww.hancocksplumbingandheating.co.uk
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NIGEL K
CHARLTON

IF YOU ARE LOOKING
FOR SAND STONE AND
MIXED AGGREGATE
OR
ORNAMENTAL SHINGLE
IS OUR FORTE

LARGE OR SMALL
LOADS
Please ring Carol on
01373 471505 for a price

INSURANCE,
PENSIONS,
INVESTMENTS

Call our office in
Bath on 01761 239382
or email

bath@nfumutual.co.uk

©NFUM

INSURANCE | PENS

the

roots

company

e Trees

z Woodlands
« Gardens

s Care

: 01373 813 410 - 07989313036
* gregatheroots org uk

&  www theroots org.uk
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Garden Services
LawnBorder S Hedge Malntenanca,
Manting andl, Clearance

ITEARISE T 3T 465011
Jack handing 127@hotmail com

all agpects of ganden maintenance considersd

MPTC

Qualified

Mole Catcher
01373836350 -

07512681111 q«" 4

No Mole
No Fee

CAINSV

We navigate the chaos of data, finding order and connection, to
develop common models that bring clarity and direction to big
data challenges.

We are a small business based in Whatley that offer

intellectually stimulating work, family friendly work patterns
and we have an office dog,

If you are interested in finding out mare about us then check
out our website,
https:/fwww. kaiasm.com

GARY HOLT’S

Painting, Decorating and
Plastering Services
Interior—Exterior
Domestic—Commercial
Dry lining—Plastering
Artex Ceilings
Plastered
Over 20 years
experience
Fully insured
Clean, tidy work
Free quotes
01373 814642
07891 312503

NEED A LIFT?

We will take you to and from
any important appointments

CALL COMMUNITY DRIVERS FROME:
07596 591391

www.fromecommunitydrivers.org.uk




The co-operative funeralcare

-24 hour service -Free bereavement advice  -Pre-paid funeral plans

FROME 1 nunney Road, BA11 4LA
01373 473426 o

WARMINSTER 3 ceorge street, BA12 804
01985 220105

WESTBURY 5 warminster Road, BA13 3PF
01373 858142

www.funeralcare.co.uk

N Professional

oo <3 Carpet, Hard Floor,

: A Rug & Upholstery
Cleaning

Frome:

01373 470416

= www.greenmancleaning.co.uk
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a50K FUﬁDING REQUIRED= "GREAT ELM

i e ——— e Tt T —

ASTER CAMPAIGN
COMMUNITY 7

A:‘TRUI’HILALLI DAMAGED BY AN
UNKNOWN UN-INSURED DRIVER

: REPAIR COSTS ¢ 70K
F + NDING REQUIRED ¢ 50K

CoMMUNITY Hup &3
CLUBS & DEMOS "1%
SPORTS HALL r&

Nation Wide Fioar P RATED

Please contactus toreceive
your freedemonstration

DHES £ 32291 66

www.tilemasterpro.co.uk/frame

15%Discount code:TMG63

Fleaza quote thiscode when contactingus.
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D.H TRUCK &

CAR SERVICING

+ CAR & COMMERCIAL VEHICLE REPAIRS
.EE « MOT’S CARRIED OUT ON SITE
« SERVICING, TYRES, RECOVERY

Very Competitive Rates . Quality Service

].0 % Off for new customers

with the voucher code DHTVO1

The Old Quarry, Great Elm,
I3 tike us on Facebook Frome, BA11 3NN Tel. 01373 453050

Sharon’s Foot Clinic

S\,

5.A.C Dip FHPT S.A.C Dip FHPP
Fully Insured and Highly Trained

For The Professional Treatment Of:
Corns ¢ Callus » Cracked Heels » Athletes Foot
Fungul Infections  Thickened Nuils » In growing Nails

Diabetic Foot Carc » Verrucas  Nail Cutling ¢ Nail Reconstruction

Contact Sharon on 01373 836734 or 07728 200402

Clinic Appointments at 12 Sunny 1[ill Nunney BA11 4ND

Home Visits also Available,
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Scotth

Construction

New Builds and Extensions, Renovations and Repairs and
Conversions Kitchens and Restoration Maintenance
Bathrooms

Unit 6, Combe Buildings, Whatley, Frome, Somerset, BA11 3JU

t:01373 896040
www.scottconstruction.co.uk

WHEN YOU BUY @
o e J'RE

CARPETS, LVT, VINYL &
WOOD FLOORING
BEDS, MATTRESSES &

ACCESSORIES

www.radstockcarpetandbeds.co.uk
01761 432808
EXPERT ADVICE & FITTING
g o FREE PARKING ON SITE
THE OLD CINEMA - COOMBEND - RADSTOCK - NR. BATH - BA3 3AW




UEWELLERY, SILVER
L ‘:‘ E . L)

YOUR LOCAL OFFICE:

FROME: 01373 455060 COA(I:\)IDP ER
STANDERWICK: 01373 831010 TAN N ER

SALE ROOMS: 01373 852419




