
NORTON IN HALES PARISH COUNCIL


Chairman:	Cllr P Eardley
Councillors:	Cllr I Sadler, Cllr N Groom, Cllr S Moulson, Cllr D Cliff,			
Clerk:		Mrs M Joyce
Unitary Cllr:	Cllr T Dainty


ORDINARY MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL OF NORTON IN HALES HELD ON 9TH JULY 2025 AT THE JUBILEE HALL, NORTON IN HALES

1 	Welcome /Present, Apologies and/or absent & Announcements & Public Session
The Chairman declared the Meeting open at 7:30pm.  Apologies were received from Cllr B Cole.  There were no members of the public present.  The Parish Council currently has 2 vacancies. 

2	Declaration of Disclosable Pecuniary or any other Interests/ Requests for Dispensations of DPIs (LGA 1972 s94)
 No declarations were received. 

3	Approval of the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 13th May 2025  (Local Government Act 1972, s12 p 41(1) )  and the draft Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting held on 13th May 2025
The Councillors confirmed that they had received and read both sets of Minutes from May.  Cllr Sadler proposed that draft Minutes from the Annual Parish Meeting were a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Cole, all agreed. Resolved. 
Cllr Groom proposed that the Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council were a true and accurate record, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 
The Chairman duly signed the Minutes. 

4	Matters arising from and action taken from the minutes (not otherwise on the agenda)
The Councillors were reminded to undertake an annual asset check.  

5	Reports 	
i)	Unitary Councillor – The Shropshire Council Unitary Cllr is invited give a report/answer questions
Cllr Dainty offered his apologies for having missed the May meeting. The first full Shropshire Council meeting is scheduled for next week. A survey is underway with the aim of resetting the relationship between the Council and Town and Parish Councils – it wants them to take on more responsibilities.  Funding for taking over services was discussed. 20mphs outside schools to be rolled out.  The Clerk queried whether Norton School would be included as when the scheme was initially proposed and researched by the previous administration, Norton School was not going to be included in the rollout. The A5 relief road works are to be cancelled.  The Council will need to consult on the future of the Shirehall site.  Ongoing pothole repairs were discussed. 

ii)	Councillors /Clerk to give feedback from Meetings attended
No meetings to be attended. 



6	Ward Matters (to include matters relating to Highways, street lighting, maintenance, repairs etc)
a)	Betton 	Ward						
Cllr Moulson reported that the potholes on the Ridgwardine Road have been repaired. 

b)	Norton in Hales	Ward	
A kerbstone on the corner of Chapel Lane needs repairing. The Councillors expressed concerns that the original kerbing has been replaced once with concrete in the conservation area. Action: Clerk to raise. 

c)	Footpaths – to report concerns				
No update on the Moss Lane footpath to date.  Action: Clerk to follow up. 
It was reported that a lump of concrete had been left by The Mynd.  This has now been removed.

d)	Road closures – to report
Notifications of upcoming closures have been circulated.  

e)	Street lighting – to report issues				
Cllr Eardley to check timers for the car park lighting to ensure no daytime burning.

f)	Highways matters – to raise concerns
Cllr Dainty reported that new potholing machines are in operation.  There are 6 operational gangs which should be able to undertake repairs on smaller roads.  The Councillors queried how repairs are undertaken and prioritised.  

g)	Environmental Maintenance concerns			
Nothing to report.  The EMG grant has been applied for and received. 

h)	In Bloom Group update
No update. 

i)	School update									
Cllr Cliff to check how the Academy status is progressing. 
		
7	Jubilee Hall – To receive report from Hall reps
It was reported that the Committee is due to meet next week. Events are being organised to raise money.  The rental fee has been slightly increase.  Grants are being applied for. The Committee is looking into new heating systems. 

8	Playground  & Grounds maintenance
a)	To enable Councillors to discuss/agree repairs/maintenance 
The recent inspection report (monthly) returned all low or very low risk feedback. No action needed. 




b)	Playground Steering Group – to enable Cllrs to approve a proposal to submit a Lottery Funding bid for replacement playground equipment
The Group has reviewed the initial design.  Two to three funding applications are being looked at.  A draft application had been circulated for Councillors’ approval. The Clerk recommended one slight wording change, which was proposed for approval by Cllr Cliff, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Cllr Eardley proposed that the Parish Council submits a Lottery Grant Funding bid, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Action: Clerk to apply. Resolved. Two further applications will be circulated for submission which will be ratified in September. 

c)	Inspections – to receive monthly operational inspection reports
Covered under point a).

d)	Community car park – to consider ongoing maintenance
It was reported that attempts to find someone/people to maintain the car park flower beds has proved unsuccessful.  A quote obtained for one off maintenance equated to 10% of the annual precept which was deemed to be too expensive. Cllr Eardley has sprayed off the weeds.  He suggested removing the plants and grassing over the beds to reduce maintenance costs as it could then be added to the annual ground maintenance contract.  The Councillors agreed to review it as part of the asset check and take forward for decision in September. It was agreed that in the interim a budget of £500 would be allocated to tidying up the area. Cllr Eardley proposed, seconded by Cllr Sadler, all agreed. Resolved. 

9	Housekeeping
a)	Bradlingstone magazine – to agree submission (LGA 1972 s.142) 
To include an advert for new Councillors to join the Council; a call to the public to attend the meetings and meet their Councillors; to notify parishioners that a new defibrillator will be installed in Betton.  Cllr Moulson to submit the entry. 

b)	Defibrillator – To approve a quote for a defib unit, cabinet and stand; Installation update report
Cllr Cliff proposed accepting the quote for a defibrillator stand, unit and cabinet, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

c)	Car charging units – migration of account
The Clerk confirmed that the new energy contract has been set up with British Gas Lite.  The management of the units has been moved over to Monta – the new account has been set up and the units appear to be paying for themselves.  The Parish Council is paying 24p per unit, charging 60p. 

d)	Gov.uk– email addresses 
The new email addresses have all been set up. The Councillors agreed a deadline of 1st September to set up their accounts. 

e)	Vacancies
There are currently two vacancies on the Parish Council.  Residents are to be encouraged to apply.  One seat in each Ward is available. 

f)	Bleed kit cabinet – to approve purchase subject to installation permission 
Councillors have agreed the purchase in principle.  The Hinds Head has agreed with the proviso that the location is to be agreed – a plaque may need to be moved to accommodate it. Cllr Cole to be asked to check with the responders over which cabinet is preferred. 

10	Correspondence – as received and circulated by email – to enable Councillors to raise any matters: 
Youth offer questionnaire; On the beat newsletter; SALC bulletins; NSAC minutes; Post elections survey; Town & Parish Council survey; SaTH updates; Numbers plus statement; 
The Policing Charter priorities were confirmed to be the same as submitted previously.  
Cllr Sadler to return the survey for submission. 

11	Finance
a)  	Invoices/Payments & Receipts – to acknowledge and approve
Cllr Eardley proposed all payments for approval, seconded by Cllr Moulson, all agreed. Resolved. 

b) 	Bank reconciliations, cash books, statements – to acknowledge and approve 
Cllr Moulson proposed the reconciliation for approval, seconded by Cllr Eardley, all agreed. Resolved. The Chairman duly signed the reconciliation. 

c)	Confirmation of insurance renewal
The Clerk confirmed that payment was received and the cover renewed. 

d)	External audit - update
The Clerk confirmed that this is in hand and that she expects it to be completed shortly.  Notices to go out for display upon completion. 


	Date
	Recipient
	Reason for Payment
	Amount to Pay
	Chq number
	Power of expenditure

	05/06/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£431.83
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	05/07/25
	Employee
	Salary
	£431.83
	So
	LGA 1972 s112 (1)

	TBC
	B Walton
	Bus shelter cleaning
	£35.00
	Online
	Litter Act 1983, ss.5,6

	09/07/25
	Employee
	Expenses
	£198.00
	1876
	LGA 1972 s112/111

	09/06/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£20.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	09/05/25
	Hugo Fox
	Email hosting
	£20.99
	Dd
	LGA 1972 s142

	05/06/25
	Hugo Fox
	Website
	£23.99
	
	LGA 1972 s111

	03/06/25
	British Gas
	Energy Supply
	£91.10
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	03/07/25
	British Gas
	Energy Supply
	£82.66
	DD
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	11/06/25
	BT
	Hall Broadband
	£38.63
	DD
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	10/05/25
	BT
	Hall Broadband
	£38.63
	DD
	LGA Misc Prov Act 1976 s19

	30/06/25
	Ray Parry 
	Playground inspection
	£42.00
	Online
	PHA 1875; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	30/05/25
	Ray Parry
	Playground inspection
	£42.00
	Online
	PHA 1875; OSA 1906 ss9&10

	16/06/25
	Jubilee Hall
	Room hire Sept 25
	£30.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	16/06/25
	Jubilee Hall
	Room hire July 25
	£30.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	16/06/25
	Jubilee Hall
	Room hire March 25
	£26.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	13/06/25
	Jubilee Hall
	Room hire Jan 25
	£26.00
	Online
	LGA 1972 s111

	19/05/25
	Shropshire Council
	Energy
	£ 184.33
	Dd
	PCA 1957 s3; HA 1980 s301

	Date
	Payee
	Reason for payment
	Amount
	
	

	30/6/25
	Bank
	Bank Interest
	£80.33
	
	

	30/5/25
	Bank
	Bank Interest
	£79.98
	
	

	19/06/25
	Shropshire Council
	Neighbourhood Fund
	£2449.90
	
	

	28/05/25
	NIH Defib Group
	Donation
	£28.86
	
	




12	Planning (Town and Country Planning Act 1990. Sched 1, para 8) 
i)	Applications: 
25/02440/HHE  (validated: 02/07/2025)
Address:  10 Church Meadow, Norton In Hales, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AN
Proposal:  Erection of a single storey rear extension to a semi-detached dwelling, dimensions 6.00 metres beyond the rear wall, 3.00 metres maximum height and 3.00 metres high to eaves
View online at:  http://pa.shropshire.gov.uk/online-applications/applicationDetails.do?activeTab=summary&keyVal=SYQFLWTDJ0I00
Noted. 

ii)	Decisions:  
  25/01553/FUL  (validated: 07/05/2025)
Address:  Land North Of , Willow Cottage 1 Betton Cottages, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire
Proposal:  Erection of 1No dwelling and associated works
Decision:  Refuse
25/01296/FUL  (validated: 16/04/2025)
Address:  3 Betton Cottages, Betton, Market Drayton, Shropshire, TF9 4AB
Proposal:  Second storey rear extension over existing ground floor extension
Decision:  Grant Permission
Noted. 

13	Items for next Agenda/Parish Matters: 
An opportunity for matters of interest/concern to be brought forward for future discussion
Play equipment grant funding
Car park maintenance
Asset maintenance

14	Exclusion of press and public: That in accordance with s1(2) Public Bodies (Admission of Meetings) Act 1960, members of the public and press be excluded from the remainder of the meeting on the grounds that the following items to be considered involves the likely disclosure of sensitive/confidential information
a)	To enable Councillors to raise any concerns/receive any updates in relation to Planning Enforcement matters previously raised.

There being no further matters for consideration, the Chairman thanked everyone for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:47pm.

Date of Next Ordinary Meeting: Wednesday 10th September 2025
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