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AgeUK Shropshire Telford and Wrekin ext.231 01743 233123 

BINS - Waste Management  
customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk  

0345 6789007 

CAXTON SURGERY   
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx 

01691 654646 

Citizens Advice Bureau, Castle View 03444 991100 

CORBET SCHOOL  www.corbetschool.net 01939 260296 

DIAL-A-RIDE, Volunteer Bureau and Qube Arts centre  
(main switchboard Osw.Community Action) 

01691 656882 

ELECTRICITY Scottish Power (Manweb as was)  0800 001 5400 

KNOCKIN Medical Practice 01691 682203 

Methodist Chapel: Revd Julia Skitt 07810 360778 

Methodist Hall (Bookings) 01691 611733 

NHS Out of Hours Service 111 

Orthopaedic Hospital 01691 404000 

Parish Council email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com 
https://www.westfeltonparish.co.uk/ 

  

POLICE, West Mercia Non-Emergency number  101 

Oswestry Police Station  0300 333 3000 

Safer Neighbourhood team—email: 
oswestryc.snt@westmercia.pnn.police.uk 

Pradoe Church: Chairman:  Andrew Kenyon 01691 610218 

PUNCH BOWL   01691 610322 

QUEENS HEAD RESTAURANT  01691 610255 

RAIL STATION, GOBOWEN   01691 681010 

Roman Catholic Church: Fr Philip   
Holy Mass Saturday 6:30 pm, Sunday 10 am 

01691 652248 

RSPCA Shropshire Branch 07703 567935 

SAMARITANS 116 123 

SCHOOL – West Felton C E School 01691 610388 

SHOP: West Felton Stores 01691 610863 

SHROPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL 0345 6789000 

Anti-Social Report Line 0345 6789020 

Your Shrops Councillor: Steve Charmley email: 
steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk 

01691 587958 

St Michael’s Church: Revd Suzan Williams 01691 674948  

Church Warden:    Dr Michael Davie  01691 610612 

St. Chad’s: Chapel Warden: Mrs A Hampson 01691 610845 

ROYAL BRITISH LEGION - Secretary 01691 610357 

VILLAGE HALL Bookings 01691 610629 

WASP Problems Emergency number       01691 831251 /  07772 006994  
WATER - Severn Trent Water Authority  0800 783 4444 

WOMEN’S INSTITUTE:                          Gillian Sturgess  01691 611811     
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SEPTEMBER 2023 Year 30 

www.west fe l tonmagaz ine . co .uk  
 

All  welcome  

HARVEST SUPPER  

West  Fel ton Vi l lage Hal l  

7pm Friday  

22nd September  

Details page  23 

mailto:customer.service@shropshire.gov.uk
https://www.caxtonsurgery.co.uk/index.aspx
http://www.corbetschool.net
mailto:westfeltonpc@gmail.com
mailto:steve.charmley@shropshire.gov.uk
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Parish Council Second Tues of the month,  7:30 Methodist Hall 

West Felton Walkers   10am Mondays, Punch Bowl EXCEPT… see page   

Pilates Class 

Tai Chi Tuesday 2pm to 3pm, Village Hall 

Badminton Every Tues evening: 8pm to 9:30pm. Village Hall 

Baby & Toddler 9:15- 10:30  Termtime Tuesdays at the school  

Felton Flexors  Wednesday mornings 9:30am to 10:30am Village Hall 

Table Tennis Thursday  7:30pm Village Hall 

WI 2nd Thursday of the month 7pm  Village Hall 

Short Mat Bowls  contact Glynnis on 610336 

Royal British 
Legion 

8pm Meeting, Punch Bowl first Monday of the month 
except Bank holidays then second Monday.   

Bumps, Babies 
And Tots 

8:45am - 10:45 Fortnightly Termtime Fridays at Methodist 
Schoolroom  Email  rev.julia@mail.com 

3rd Sept 2:30pm - METHODIST CHAPEL HARVEST FESTIVAL  11 

7th 10am COFFEE MORNING Methodist Schoolroom 11 

22nd 7pm HARVEST SUPPER, Village Hall 23 

14 0ct 7pm VILLAGE HALL CRAFT FAIR on Saturday 13 

28 Oct 7pm HARVEST AUCTION , The Punch Bowl  

Oct/Nov Remembrance events  

1 Dec CHRISTMAS TREE SWITCH-ON  

13 Dec 7pm CHRISTMAS BINGO  

Discla imer  
Round and About West Felton Magazine is not responsible for any advertiser’s products, 

services or company, nor for any claims made by advertisers. The information, statements and 
opinions expressed in reports or articles published in Round and About West Felton Magazine 
are solely those of the authors and do not in any way reflect those of the magazine committee. 

John the WASP Problems man has changed his 
mobile number - see pack page. Emergency num-
ber  01691 831251  /  07772 006994  
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David Davies & Sons 
"Serving the community for over 170 years" 

 

FUNERAL DIRECTORS 
 

An independent family business 
offering a complete service  

including pre-paid funeral plans 
 

1 Upper Church Street, Oswestry SY11 2AA 

01691 653116 

 
W. E. Price 

 
 

We provide the highest level of care, compassion and professionalism.  
 

Available 24 hours a day.                              Pre-paid funeral plans available 
 

West Felton 01691 610975 
Oswestry 01691 652995 

 

www.wepricefuneraldirectors.co.uk 
 

 

Oakwood, Salop Road, Oswestry, SY11 2RN 
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STREET MARKET: 
Wednesday  
& Saturday 

 

 OVER 

30 

STALLS 
 

TM 
OSWESTRY 

TOWN MARKET 

INDOOR MARKET:  
 

Wednesday,  
Friday &  
Saturday 

STREET MARKET: 
 

Wednesday  
&  

Saturday 

COME AND ENJOY  
THE WARM and FRIENDLY  

ATMOSPHERE 
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for Social events, Concerts, Weddings, Clubs,  
Sales, Children's parties  

Eileen Hanmer 01691 610629  

Hourly rate £10 Concerts £60 

Morning or Afternoon £50 Children's Parties (max 3 hours) £40 

Discos/parties £80 Weddings, all day £200 

Commercial rates by arrangement 

 

WF Methodist Chapel School Room (opp. playing field) 
is available for hire.  

Suitable for Meetings, Children’s Parties, etc. £5.50 per hour 

To book, contact Dianne Rowley 01691 611733 

Round and About West Felton 
 

Articles/advertisement amendments for inclusion in next issue 
to Editor by email (preferred) or phone 

Editor: Colleen Hughes 
 

Tel 01691 610300 
 

Advertising Rates 
for 12 insertions: 

Quarter page   £50  
Half page   £75 
Full page   £125 

Last day for submission of copy: Deadline for content 
changes  10th September 2023 

The Post Office is located in the entrance lobby of the village hall. 
Due to a restructure by the Post Office head office, the Outreach 
Post Office hours for West Felton have been changed. 
The new opening time from the 5th of June is  
Wednesdays only 9:30am till 11am. Please keep supporting it. 
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Opening Hours 
 

Monday to Friday:  7am - 8pm 

Saturday:   7:30am - 8pm 

Sunday:   7:30am - 7pm 
 

We are doing the delivery service again for those 

who are shielding at home.  
 

Please order between 9-12 on our 

• phone number 01691 610 863 or  

• Whatsapp your order on our busi-

ness number (+441691 610 863).  
 

We will deliver as soon as possible,  

please leave your name and telephone 

number, so we may contact you.   

Thank you.    
 

Essential items only please, 

the minimum spend is £10.00 

(excluding alcohol,  

tobacco and cigarettes). 

Telephone -  01691 610 863 
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Parish of Whittington and West Felton  
with Haughton 

 

Rector: Reverend Suzan Williams,  
The Rectory, Castle Street, Whittington,  

01691 674 948 
 

Services  in  West  Felton Parish:  
 

 

St Michael’s, West Felton : 9:30am each Sunday  
 

St Chad’s, Haughton : 9:30am on the second  
Sunday of each month 

 

 

Baptisms, Weddings and Funerals:  
 

Please arrange with The Rector: 
 

Rev’d Suzan Williams 01691 674 948  
or the Churchwarden: 

Dr Michael Davie  0691 610 612 

Pradoe Church  
 

Services  -  a t  10:30am  

All are Welcome - Tea, Coffee and Biscuits 
served after the service 

 

Sunday 3 September  Family Service 
Sunday 1 October   Harvest Festival 
Sunday 5 November  Family Service 
Sunday 3 December  Family Service 
Wednesday 13 December  7pm Carol Service 
Monday 25 December  Christmas Day Service 

 

Christenings, Weddings and Funerals:  
Please contact  07968 257452 
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Homely environment - Fully insured 
Competitive Rates 
Cache Level 3 Certificate in Childminding 
Practice ‘pacey’ member.  

Please call Sharon 610767 

Visit our website at: www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk  
Our full menu is available online 

We can cater for most dietary needs 
Takeaway available on all our menus 10% discount 

 

 

Ecotec 
Plumbing & Heating 

 

Bathroom upgrades 
 

Central Heating 

Installations 
 

Boiler servicing & 

maintenance 

Leaks 

General plumbing 

maintenance 
 

info@ecotecph.co.uk 

5 

 

 
NOW OFFERING 

COVID TEST FOR TRAVEL 

RT-PCR TEST 

NEXT DAY RESULT  
 

• PCR TEST HOME COLLECTION* 

• DAY 5 TEST TO RELEASE 

• DAY 2 TEST  

• 2ND AND 8TH DAY TEST (AMBER LIST) 
 

FIT TO FLY RT-PCR TESTS 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

* HOME COLLECTION SUBJECT TO ADDITIONAL CHARGES 
* FOR NEXT DAY RESULTS SAMPLES TO BE SUBMITTED/ 
                                                        COLLECTED BY 3pm 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CONTACT 
PHONE: - 01691 610 863 
MOBILE: - 07867 428 577 
WHATSAPP: - 01691 610 863 

AVAILABLE ON SITE: 

NEXT DAY RESULT FROM 
£69 

POSTAL SAMPLE: 

£69 
(FOR NEXT DAY RESULTS SAMPLES HAVE 

TO BE SUBMITTED /COLLECTED BEFORE 
3PM) 

http://www.the-queens-head-oswestry.co.uk
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Worldwide Flight | Hotel | Package 
 

Associate with

 

Let’s Travel To The World…!! 

We offer you best rates for Flights & Holiday Packages 
 

For More Information, Please Contact  
Phone : 01691 610 863  
Mobile : 07867 428 577  
WhatsApp : 01691 610 863 
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Offices 
at: 

Chartered  
Accountants and  
Business Advisers 

Business Support Programme 
Management Accounts 
Tax Planning 
SAGE software sales & support 
Business Start Ups 

Ellesmere, Oswestry, Llangollen and Telford:  
Telephone: 01691 622098 

e-mail: partners@morriscook.co.uk 

Accounts Preparation 
Financial Services 
Payroll Services 
Auditing 

 

ARRIDGE  

GARAGE DOORS 

Opening Hours 
Mon to Thurs 9-5pm 

Fri 9-4pm 

01691 670394 

All types supplied, fitted and repaired - Remote Controls 
Prompt professional service - Quality guaranteed installations 

   Up and over           Sectional               Roller              Side-hinged 

Est 1989  -   

www.arridgegaragedoors.co.uk 

68-70 Roft Street, Oswestry, SY11 2EP 

Parents are welcome  
anytime to come along  

and visit us.  

01743 741554 

Children’s Nursery 
• Full day care from 12 weeks to pre-school 
• 24u funding accepted 
• Nursery Education Funding for 3 and 4 year olds 
• Open daily 51 weeks from 07.30 - 18.30 
• Set in acres of farmland with large outdoor garden 
• Fresh home cooked food using locally sourced products 
• Inclusive Fees 

www.littlepixiesnursery.co.uk  
Kinton Business Park, Kinton,  

Nr Nesscliffe, SY4 1AZ  

 

mailto:partners@morriscook.co.uk
http://www.morriscook.co.uk/
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BRICKLAYER &  

GROUNDWORK 

BRICKLAYER &  

GROUNDWORK 
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WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL   Update August 2023 

This report covers the last couple of months and then our next update will be 
following our September meeting, as like other local bodies, we don’t have a 
meeting in August. 

Carnival - Firstly, the Parish Council would like to extend their thanks and con-
gratulations to the carnival committee for organising such a wonderful carnival 
back in July. The parade was wonderful with three marching bands and so many 
local people and organisations taking part. Even the rain during the afternoon 
didn’t dampen everyone’s spirits and we thoroughly enjoyed the day. Looking 
forward to next year already. 

Alma Close Section 106 monies - We are very pleased to say that we have finally 
received the monies (£10,003.98) from Shropshire council in relation to the Alma 
Close situation we previously reported on. We’re now looking into costings for 
play equipment to enhance the current playing field and will update when 
there’s more information. This had all been outstanding for many years and once 
again, we’d like to thank the residents of Alma Close for their help in bringing the 
matter to a satisfactory outcome. 

Conservation Area - We were delighted that following on from two public con-
(Continued on page 9) 

WEST FELTON PARISH COUNCIL 
Clerk to West Felton Parish Council: Mrs Rosemary WOOD 

Parish Office: 5 Newtown Gardens  

Baschurch Shrewsbury SY4 2HF   Tel 01939 262 881        

Email: westfeltonpc@gmail.com  

Website: www.westfeltonparish.co.uk 
Chairman Cllr David WALKER 01691 897 117 (Rep Helicopter Noise Group) 

Vice-Chairman Cllr Kerry GROVE  01691 611 776 (Rep SALC Area Comm). 

Cllr Carole COLES   01691 610 225 
Cllr David CURTIS   01691 610 665 (Rep WF Primary School)  
Cllr Marian HESKETH   01691 610 441 (Rep for Village Hall). 
Cllr John HOUGHTON   01691 610 834 
Cllr Chris JONES    01691 610 354 
Cllr Pat MABE    01691 610 400  
Cllr Ed NICHOLAS   01691 610 230 (Rep ABP committee) 
Cllr Ozcan OZAGIR   07879 330 598 
Cllr John THORNHILL   07714 759 466 
Shropshire Councillor Cllr Steve CHARMLEY  01691 650 488 
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SEPTIC TANK EMPTYING SERVICE 

Registered Waste Carrier 
Local Operator 

For a prompt and efficient service 
Contact Edward Scott 

on 01691 682080 or 07989 881870 

Trusted & experienced 
Property specialists since 1981 

• Residential Sales & Lettings 

• Farm and Land Sales 

• Planning & Architectural Services 

• Land Promotion & Option advice 

• House Surveys 
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Local police officer 
PC 3932  Royston (Roy) Alderwick,  
Oswestry Police Station, Park St, Oswestry SY11 2HE 

Police Mobile 07814042700   Ext 7704043 
 

Crimestoppers: 0800 555111 
Non emergency number :  101 web: www.westmercia.police.uk 
Email: oswestrys.snt@westmercia/pnn.police.uk     Twitter: @OsCops 

Local police Officers : PC Roy Alderwick (see above), Oswestry South : (not to be 
used to report incidents) PCSO Stuart Carroll  07970 544372.  

MOBILE LIBRARY 
Owen’s -  Route 4 
Subject to change due to inclement weather, 
vehicle breakdown, COVID-19:  
 

Alternate Thursdays  

September 7th, 21st 
Grimpo 14:10 to 14:45 
West Felton Village Hall  
15:00 to 15:40 

Mile  End Golf  Club  
Old Shrewsbury Road, Oswestry 

SHROPSHIRE   SY11 4JF 

Women’s Group 
Golf Lessons 

 

Do you fancy giving golf a try? 
If so, come and join our group Ladies Sessions 

at Mile End Golf Club 

Next one starts on Saturday 9th Sept, 10am–11am 
£40 for 8 x 1 hour sessions. No experience necessary.  

Equipment can be provided.  
Contact : James Davies (Golf Professional) on 07525219543 or  

e-mail – james@mileendgolfclub.co.uk 

http://www.shropshire.gov.uk/libraries
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●New PCs and Laptops fully installed at home 
●Spyware Removal/Installation of Leading Edge  
  Spyware Prevention 
●Performance Tuning and Business PC Support 
●Hardware/Software Installations and Training 
●Upgrades and Automated Backup 
●Remote Support/Annual PC Health Check Also  
  Available 
●For low fixed Prices from £19.95 

PC/Laptop Stopped running or running slow or need a replacement? 

Call Justin on (01691) 830822 or (07772) 596029 

 

Call Stuart for prompt and efficient response 
01691 682480 
07940 757503 

OFTEC qualified engineer -  all works fully insured 

OIL BOILER SERVICING AND REPAIRS 

Food served from 

Wednesday to Sunday 
From 2pm onwards. 

Large beer garden and car park. 

Pool table and dart board. 

Private function hire. 

Opening times:  

Monday:   3-11pm 

Tuesday:   3-11pm 

Wednesday:   2-11pm 

Thursday: 12-12pm 

Friday: 12-12pm 

Saturday: 12-12pm 

Sunday: 12-12pm 

THE PUNCH BOWL INN 
The Cross, West Felton, Oswestry, SY11 4EH. 

      Tel: 01691 610 322         Find us on Facebook 
@Punch Bowl Inn 
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sultations and our work over many months with Shropshire Council, that our 
plans for the West Felton Conservation Area were finally approved at the coun-
cil’s July’s cabinet meeting. This will go a long way to helping preserve and pro-
tect the wonderful heritage and history in the parish and helping to ensure that 
future development and changes to existing buildings are completed in a manner 
sympathetic to their surroundings.  

Second Defibrillator - Following representations from residents, we’ve been 
looking into providing a second defibrillator to be situated in Grimpo, and follow-
ing quotations and after ensuring it can be placed in a suitably prominent posi-
tion, we’re pleased to say we have agreed to go ahead with this. It will provide 
peace of mind for parish residents living further away from the original defibrilla-
tor situated on the village hall, and we’re pleased to be able to add such a valua-
ble asset. 

West Felton Primary School - As work on our fabulous village school progresses, 
we were very pleased at our July meeting to be able to approve releasing a sum 
of £50,000 of the CIL Neighbourhood Fund money to Shropshire Council to go 
towards to costs of the improvements. This had previously been agreed in princi-
ple by the PC, and we were just waiting for the request from the council to come 
in. We’re very much looking forward to seeing the finished additions and chang-
es to the school when the work is completed.  

We were also very pleased to be able to award a grant of £250 to West Felton 
Primary School to help with their Summer Learning and Play initiative. 

Additional Items - At our annual parish meeting, a member of the public raised 
concerns about how dark the approach to the road bridge in The Avenue can be 
and how off-putting and worrisome this is to residents who’ve been attending 
functions in the village and need to walk home. At our July meeting we agreed to 
obtain quotes for the supply, installation and connection of an LED streetlight 
and will update you all when we have more information. 

We have also over the last couple of months discussed various planning applica-
tions lodged with Shropshire Council and details of these, as well as minutes 
from all our meetings, are available on our website: ww.westfeltonparish.co.uk   

If you’d like to contact us, our email is: westfeltonpc@gmail.com, and if you’d 
like to come to any of our meetings you’re very welcome, either to raise matters 
you feel we should discuss, or just to observe. Our next meeting is on Tuesday 
12th September at 7.30 pm in the Methodist hall. 

Cllr. Kerry Grove, Vice Chair, West Felton Parish Council 

(Continued from page 7) 
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Fancy a bite 
to eat? 

 

 Breakfast? 

 Lunch? 

 Afternoon Tea? 

 visit our café 

ee our fabulous breakfast and lunch menus online. If you have dietary 
requirements, don’t hesitate to get in contact to find out more about what 
our café is currently offering! 

We try to cater for all allergen requirements, but we cannot guarantee that our 
kitchen uses equipment that is contamination free. If you have concerns please 
discuss with our staff, and you can also find information on food aller-
gens online. 
 

Children’s Menu 
We have a fantastic range of dishes designed especially for the little ones! 
From classics such as fish fingers, fries and beans, to a jacket potato with salad 
garnish, we want to ensure the smaller members of the family are catered for. 
 

Dairy & Gluten Free Menus 
We do our best to cater for a variety of dietary requirements, and our chefs 
have created these menus full of delicious dairy free or gluten free food. 
 

Vegan Menu 
For all our visitors who prefer a plant-based option, we have a dedicated vegan 
menu just for you! Using vegan alternatives, we can offer vegan-friendly clas-
sics as well as dishes with a vegan twist.  
 

https://www.britishironworkcentre.co.uk/ 

FORGE CAFÉ 
 

Our Forge Café serves an 
array of delicious,  
mouth-watering 

goodies 
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West Felton Methodist Chapel 
and Schoolroom - opposite the playing field 

 

Minister: Rev Julia Skitt 07810 360778 
Secretary Christine Curtis 01691 610665 

 

SERVICES 2023 
 

SEPTEMBER 

3rd Harvest Festival at 2.30 p.m. led by  Rev. Julia Skitt 

10th At Oswestry at 10.45 a.m. 

17th Songs of Praise 

24th Prof. Mike Jackson 

OCTOBER 

1st Rev. Graham Horsley – Holy Communion 

8th Ref. Jon Chesworth 

15th Church Anniversary at 2.30 p.m. with Ruth Shoreman 

22nd At Oswestry at 10.45 a.m. 

29th Mr. Geoff Nankivell 

NOVEMBER 

5th Songs of Praise 

12th Remembrance Day – service at St. Michael’s 

19th At Oswestry at 10.45 a.m. 

26th Songs of Praise 

  C o f f e e  M o r n i n g  
Thurs 7th September  10am to noon 
Bacon Baps, Produce, Books,   
Bring & Buy, Raffle  - 
all the usual Methodist hospitality. 
Everyone welcome. 
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Rector’s Ramblings  
Rev Suzan Williams 

I know many of us feel as if this year is speeding away at a rate of knots and 
frequently on visits to our older members I am reminded that the older you 
get the faster time seems to pass. 

However I was still not prepared for the answerphone message asking me at 
the beginning of August when the Harvest service for Haughton would be! 

July has proved to be a bit of a disappointment in terms of the amount of 
rain and lack of sunshine that we’ve had. However there is still so much to 
be grateful for with fires ravaging Greece and the canary islands and holiday 
makers and local residents needing to be evacuated rapidly. I cannot help 
but be reminded of how frail and vulnerable life can be. Just this last week 
from the 26-30th of July I had the privilege of being on the Kent showground 
with around nine and a half thousand other followers of Jesus. The only way 
I can describe it to you is that its like Glastonbury but for Christians. With 
various venues, styles of worship, on the whole more modern and charis-
matic in style. But at the same time the Luminosity venue was running for 
young people and it was so encouraging to hear the reports day by day of 
young people being set free from crippling anxiety and fear. And finding a 
freedom to be who God has always intended them to be. 

It seems to me that in our culture we are constantly being told what to 
think, how to act and who to align our political allegiances to. 

It seems to be that if we cared more about those right on our doorstep and 
further afield our world would be a much kinder and generous place.  

When asked directly which were the most important of the commandments 
without hesitation he said “Love the Lord your God with all heart, with your 
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength and the second is like 
namely this love your neighbour as yourself.” 

As we seek to be the best versions of ourselves that we can be, showing that 
love, care and concern for others. We can ask God to help us and to also 
open our eyes to the needs of those around us and further afield. 

Every Blessing,  Suzan 

WORDS OF WISDOM: Happiness is a choice. For every minute you’re 
angry, you lose 60 seconds of your own happiness.  



 
44 

 

Annual property review 
2023 
 

Are you curious about the value 
of your home? 
 
• Have you made cosmetic chang-

es in the past 12 months? 
• Have you simply outgrown your 

home? 
• Was the last time you had your 

home valued 2+ years ago? 
• Do you understand how to max-

imise the value of your home? 

 

 
Our team of experienced profes-
sionals will provide you with an 
accurate and comprehensive esti-
mate of your property’s value, 
based on the latest market trends 
and local data. Whether you’re 
thinking about selling, refinancing, 
or just want to know more about 
your home’s worth, we’re here to 
help. So don’t hesitate, contact us 
today to schedule your free home 
valuation and get the information 
you need to make informed deci-
sions about your home and invest-
ment. 

 
Kind regards, 
Daniel & team 
 

01691 674494 
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West Felton village hall 
Stall set up from 9:30am.  

Wow, who knew? What a fabulous array of 
talent we saw at the Arts & Crafts Fair in the 
village hall last year!  

 
Christmas gifts -  
Unique, Special, one-of-a-kind 
finds, for one-of-a-kind people. 
 
Many of the same stalls this 
year and some brand new ones 

 
At the time of going to print there are one or two stalls 

still available, but going fast. Ring 01691 610665 
 

 

Entrance free - Refreshments for sale 
Bring the family, sit and enjoy a cup of tea, 

coffee, homemade cake. 

Saturday 14th October  
11am - 3pm 
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Anthony Roberts  
Tree and Garden Care 

 
■ Tree Surgery 
■ Hedge Trimming 
■ Fencing 

■ Patios 
■ Landscaping 
■ Wood Chipping available 
■ Stump Grinding 

Free quotations 
Whole of Shropshire covered 

Tel: 01961 770054 
Mob: 07725819414 

TALK TO ALAN 
07515 754227  
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with Topiarius 

Making changes 

Most of us are guilty of keeping things 
in the garden that are long past their 
sell-by date. I have a theory that not 
parting with old plants is in some way 
related to growing old oneself and not 
wanting to be removed. Regardless, it 
can be a difficult decision to eject an 
old friend, but sometimes it is the only 
sensible action. The July garden assess-
ment that I advocate doing is a good 
time to note what should go. Septem-
ber is then the time to review the 
notes made in July. If the review con-
firms that a plant should be removed 
then there should be no backing down. 

September also marks what some con-
sider to be the start of the gardening 
year, and certainly when a start can be 
made on removals, replacements and 
revamping. When a plant or two are 
removed because of size and old age, 
the effect can be a revelation, resulting 
in a completely new design, look and 
feel to the area. One such happening 
occurred in our garden last year when 
we finally admitted that two conifers 
were really too large and also had a 
motheaten look resulting from their 
age, and were indeed most definitely 
past the best before date. Out came 
the chain saw and the result was a new 
vista and, with replanting, a much light-
er, fresher look to the space. 

The beginning of September is when 
apple and pear picking starts. Apples 

are simple, most come off easily when 
ripe, although with some varieties they 
need to be stored for several weeks to 
reach their best. Even those that ripen 
early can generally be kept some time 
in a cool place. Pears are not easy and 
have to be picked at just the right time 
before they are fully ripe but not too 
early. I have never found any of the 
suggestions to judge the moment to be 
infallible and rely on what can only be 
called intuition. They then need to be 
stored in a cool spot and inspected 
frequently. 

If there are branches overhanging 
paths of encroaching too much on oth-
er plants, now is the time to prune 
them before they spring up after losing 
weight through leaf fall. Now is also 
the time to apply lawn sand just before 
it rains if the grass is infested with 
moss. This is followed a week or two 
later by scarifying and spiking. In re-
cent years I have taken a gamble and 
sown loose leaf lettuce in modules in a 
cold frame to be transplanted in a cold 
glasshouse later. The success rate has 
been encouraging. Around the middle 
of the month is when I make a start on 
the autumn/winter pruning, commenc-
ing with ivies trained on walls. We are 
then into the winter programme with 
the first steps taken to get the planned 
new projects and renovations under 
way. The earlier the start the more 

done before any severe weather. 
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Chris Orme 
Painter & Decorator 

Free quotes  -  All work undertaken 

For more information call: 

Home 01691 828298 - Mob: 07817 614 848 

The Fields, Deytheur, Llansantffraid, Powys SY22 6TE 

CLEANING SERVICES 
MH 

WINDOW CLEANING 

• Patios 

• Driveways 

• Decking 

• Conservatories       

• All Glasswork 

• Solar Panels 

DOMESTIC & COMMERCIAL 
COMPETITIVE RATES 

REFERENCES ON REQUEST 

01691 610638 or 07849 217738  
merv@mhcleaningservicesshropshire.co.uk 

Contact us for a free no obligation quote 

P & S Electrical   
Contractors Ltd 

 

DOMESTIC  ~  COMMERCIAL 

FREE ESTIMATES 

 
 

ELECTRIC CAR CHARGING 
POINTS FITTED 

 

Rewires 

Periodic Testing 
and Inspection 

General Electrical Work 

Fuse Board Upgrades 

CONTACT STUART 

07710 664 254 

pandselectrical27@gmail.com 

     
SUPPLIERS OF COAL, LOGS AND GAS BOTTLES 

COAL AVAILABLE IN OPEN TOP SACKS  
AND PRE PACK BAGS 

RING US ON 01743 241122 
OR VISIT OUR WEBSITE AT  www.ridgefuels.co.uk 

 

PLEASE QUOTE REF 002 ON YOUR FIRST ORDER TO GET YOUR 

NEW CUSTOMER PACK  
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I’m writing this on the 30th July and I can honestly say looking back that our car-
nival day, despite the downpour, was the best Sunday of the month. 

I’m sure you will agree with me that it was a wonderful day, even though we 
could have done with more floats, the procession was very good with a good 
assortment of people taking part. 

The main attraction were the Wirral Pipers and they certainly didn’t let us down 
when they played all through the rain, everybody I have spoken to really enjoyed 
them, and they enjoyed our day and would love to come back. 

I hope you agree that there was plenty going on all afternoon on the stage and 
lots of stalls to browse around. Porthywaen Band and Jacob’s group kept the 
music flowing and Alfie Edwards on stage. 

The winning floats in the children section were: 1st ‘Splish Splash’ Sharon Ar-
thur’s Childcare, with the School 2nd with ‘At the seaside’. Adults: 1st WI with 
‘Swan Lake’; 2nd ‘Batman and Robin’; 3rd the Canlett family with ‘We’re off to 
the carnival’. Thank you all for taking part, good fun isn’t it!!!!! 

Next, a big thank you to everyone in the village that supported us by donating 
prizes for the tombola stall and buying draw tickets. The committee work hard all 
year to put this on for the village and when we see so many people attending it 
makes it all worth while. 

You can see it all again on the video that Chris Smith has made; to view go to 
WFCarnival2023 on Vimeo, thanks for that Chris. 

We can all have a rest for a month or two now until the 
Christmas Tree Switch-on, which will be Friday 1st Decem-
ber - a great date to start off the Christmas celebrations. 

Thanks again to everyone,  Eileen Hanmer  

from Eileen 
& the 

CARNIVAL 
COMMITTEE 

http://www.ridgefuels.co.uk
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Clean Chimneys are safe chimneys 

 

Brush and Vacuum – Leakage testing – Nests removed –

Cowls, Bird Guards and caps supplied and fitted.  Open fire, 

multi fuel stoves, Aga, domestic and commercial. 

Fully Insured with NFU, Certificates given. For a Fast, 

Friendly and Clean Service or 

just help and advice.                                       
     

Call     01939 768319 

24 The Wheatlands, Baschurch, Shropshire                      N.A.C.S. Member 12/05 

S. Owen & Sons 

The Wharf House, Pant, Oswestry 
 

For all your Coal and  
Heating Oil Supplies 

 
Phone your Local Supplier on: 

 

01691 
830315 
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WEST  
FELTON 
CofE SCHOOL 
BEATING THE 
SUMMER 
SLIDE! 
West Felton 
teachers go the 
extra mile 
(as usual). 
 

Congratulations 
to Helen and all 
the staff. 

 

Headteacher Helen and her staff have launched a scheme for children to read 
for at least 10 minutes a day when on their summer holidays. 

This will be rewarded with picnics on the school field.  
In an interview with the Advertizer they said: “At West Felton CofE Primary 
School, we are trying our very best to beat the summer slide by promoting regular 
reading throughout the summer holidays.”  
What is the summer slide? Children are out of school for six long weeks over the 
summer and without regular practise and application, they can easily forget the 
fundamental skill of reading.  The aim is for pupils to read aloud every day for at 
least 10 minutes. This small but regular commitment will make an invaluable 
difference to reading progress, and will increase the likelihood of future success 
and well-being. 
Throughout the summer holiday the teachers will host a series of picnics for the 
children who have completed the reading commitment. The picnic will be a free, 
fun, light-hearted session of games and activities, an opportunity to stay in touch 
and a place to refresh and exchange books.  
It is hoped that this will not only combat the summer slide but will provide a wel-
come play date for children and parents over the long summer holidays. At these 
sessions there will be healthy and nutritious snacks and prizes such as books and 
comics.  
The spokesman thanked the community for their support. The donors were: 
Gentech, Triccas Family, Red Square Garage, NFU Mutual Oswestry, Tesco, 
Ellesmere, The British Ironworks, Garner, Pugh, Sinclair, Suckleys, Aico,  West 
Felton Parish Council and St. Michael's Church. Their generosity means each 
child will get a book as well as all the other goodies. 
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have a great Hair Day 
Salon Style In Your Own Home  

Advanced Cutting Techniques / Colour Specialists 

Perming /  Setting and Straightening 

Gents Grooming / Children 

Wedding Packages 
www.NatashaValentine.co.uk  

Freelance Hairdressing - 07967 620555 

REUPHOLSTERY 
SUITES  ANTIQUES - CONTRACT UPHOLSTERY  
Wide range of Fabrics - OLD BAKEHOUSE, QUEENS HEAD 

For Free Quotes call  
01691 610153 or  0780 1108860 
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“Volunteering is the ultimate exercise in democracy. You vote in elec-
tions every few years, but when you volunteer, you vote every day 

Carnival 2023 accounts 

Budget Overview Income Costs Balance 

Carnival Items  £  5,794.54 -£ 1,079.27  £ 4,715.27 

Entertainment & Prizes  -£ 2,221.50 -£ 2,221.50 

Operational Costs  -£ 1,599.80 -£ 1,599.80 

    

 
 £  5,794.54 -£4,900.57  £    893.97 

  

Carnival Items Income Costs Balance 

 Gate  £  1,290.52   £ 1,290.52 

 Bar  £  1,493.33  £ 1,079.27  £    414.06 

 Bric Brac  £     203.10   £    203.10 

 Bottle Tombola  £     319.00   £    319.00 

 Tombola  £     209.45   £    209.45 

 Grand Draw  £  1,285.85   £ 1,285.85 

 Auction  £     185.00   £    185.00 

 Donations  £     346.19   £    346.19 

 Stalls inc. Fair  £     462.10   £    462.10 

Other Costs    

 Entertainment   £ 1,870.00 -£ 1,870.00 

 Prizes   £    351.50 -£    351.50 

 Operational Costs   £ 1,599.80 -£ 1,599.80 
     

Totals  £  5,794.54  £ 4,900.57  £    893.97 
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www.resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk 

also find us on Facebook 

Let us increase the kerb appeal of your home 
Domestic/Commercial/Full Landscaping 

Char l ie  Jordan  
01691 610 412    Mb: 07712 530 107 
Email: info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk 

Specialists in Resin Bound Stone for 

• Driveways 

• Patios 

• Paths 
Very experienced, Quality, 
Professional Installations 
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also established an Ecclesiastical Com-
mittee consisting of 15 Members of the 
House of Lords and 15 Members of 
parliament.  There is also a Second 
church Estates Commissioner who is an 
MP and  answerable in parliament for 
the Church of England. Crucially howev-
er parliament reserved for itself the 
right to comment on items discussed in 
General Synod and also the ability to 
bring in legislation.  

Since 1919, parliament has notably in-
tervened in the church’s affairs on sev-
eral occasions. In 1928 parliament re-
fused to authorise the use of a new 
prayer book to replace the 1662 prayer 
book (which still remains legal). More 
recently parliament threw out a bill 
that would have enabled the church to 
remove a priest from his house without 
the priest being able to defend himself. 
Parliament also had much to say about 

the appointment of bishops and the 
ordination of priests divorced or mar-
ried to a divorcee when the previous 
spouse was still alive. Appointments of 
Bishops and Archbishops still have to 
be agreed by the government. 

Most recently a bill has been intro-
duced in parliament which promises to 
make trouble for the Church of Eng-
land. The bill seeks to authorise the 
marriage of a same sex couple in a 
church by a member of the clergy, 
though it does go on to say that no 
clergy should be forced to do this. Even 
a blessing for a same sex couple in 
church, let alone a marriage, is contro-
versial in the Church at present.  The 
bill is unlikely to proceed because of 
lack of time. It does however have 
some cross party support and once 
again parliament appears to be at vari-

ance with the Church of England. 

(Continued from page 37) 

West Felton Walking 
Group  

 
 

We meet at 10.00 am Mondays at the 
Punch Bowl car park 

 

EXCEPT on the first Monday of the 
month when departure is 9:30 to 
allow time to travel to our chosen desti-
nation for the away day walk.  
New members always welcome. 

Walk leaders:- 

Mike Bossen 01691 610623 

Hilary Iles  01691 610707 

John and Eileen Hanmer  

01691 610629 

Liz and Dave Embrey 

 01691 658275 

mailto:info@resinboundstonelandscapes.co.uk
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Stokes Tree Works 
NPTC Qualified Tree Surgeons 

 

DIFFICULT TREES OUR SPECIALITY 

Lopping * Felling * Pruning * Shaping 

to British Standard Specifications 
 

www.stokestreeworks.co.uk 
 

Email: stokestreeworks@aol.com  
 

01691 870300 or 07811 320982 
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  SUSTAINABLE WARMTH 
PROGRAMME - GRANTS 

Shropshire Council is inviting expressions of interest from residents 
and landlords to the Sustainable Warmth Programme.  

Grants are available for a range of insulation and heating measures. 
Grants are currently available only to 'off gas' homes -  

properties that are not heated by mains gas. 
The scheme follows a whole house approach - this means that we must look to 
install fabric measures (i.e., windows, doors, insulation) first, before changing or 
improving heating systems. 
This is not a crisis/emergency scheme. The grant process does take time. Suc-
cessful applicants will require several different assessments before measures are 
installed. 
Works must be carried out by the Council's procured contractors. We cannot 
fund works retrospectively. 
Residents need to meet certain qualifying criteria, and your property will also 
need to meet certain strict criteria. All works are subject to survey and funding 
availability. 
Qualifying Criteria 
There are three qualification routes: 
Full details of the criteria are available online at the Shropshire Council web site.  
Route 1 - Households in receipt of means-tested benefits - see full details online. 
Route 2 - Annual household income threshold under certain circumstances. If 
you are unsure about how to calculate your household income, you can contact 
the Keep Shropshire Warm team for support and advice by calling 0800 112 3743 
or emailing ksw@mea.org.uk 
Route 3 - Flexible eligibility. Some households can qualify for grant support if 
they receive a council tax rebate (excluding the single person rebates) have a 
long-term health condition and or disability that is affected by a cold home; or 
receive free school meals, see full details online. 
If you meet the criteria, register your interest in this scheme. The Sustainable 
Warmth Scheme form is available on the Shropshire Council web site (see be-
low). Once you have submitted your form, an advisor will contact you to discuss 
the next steps. If residents require support with their application, they can con-
tact the free and impartial energy advice service, Keep Shropshire Warm, on 
0800 112 3743. If you would prefer a paper copy of this form, please request this 
through Keep Shropshire Warm. 

https://next.shropshire.gov.uk/housing/private-sector-housing/affordable-
warmth-and-energy-efficiency/ 

sustainable-warmth-shropshire-expression-of-interest/ 
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Tel: 01691 652233 
www.Asset-Wealth-Preservation.co.uk 

Thinking of making a Will  
or Power of Attorney? 

Wills  £150 
Lasting Powers of Attorney (LPA)  £150 

Sensibly priced and affordable Legal services 

 Call Paul Humphreys today 

 

Duncan Galliers 
Master Upholsterer and 

Furniture Restorer 

Upholstery 
 

Specialist in traditional 
techniques for antique and 

modern furniture. 
 

Spring repair, 
foam cut to size  
and sundries! 

 

Call 01743 353981 or 
email  

duncangalliers@aol.com 
 

 

01691 655 655 

AURA.OSWESTRY@M AIL.COM  

24 salop road  
oswestry  
SY11 2NU 

A & J  
CATTERY 

Open all year round 
Cattery is fully heated 
Covered outside runs 

 
Collection and Delivery 
“Give your cat a holiday 
while you enjoy yours” 

Sandstone Holdings,  
Dovaston, Kinnerley, 
Oswestry SY10 8DS 
Tel: 01691 682 606 

We are only 5 minutes from 
West Felton 
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CHURCH AND STATE 

A recent private member’s bill in in the 
Church of England recently has high-
lighted the rôle of parliament in the 
regulation of the established church. 
Until 1534 the relationship between 
church and state had been one of mu-
tual distrust, with each keeping a close 
eye on the other. Occasionally prob-
lems arose when one side tried to take 
over too much power as in the Thomas 
â Beckett affair.  

The breech from Rome in 1534 over a 
marriage annulment led to Henry VIII 
becoming the supreme governor of the 
Church of England on earth. Thence 
forward the state began to take a prime 
rôle in the church. Protestantism pre-
vailed over Catholicism, but other fac-
tions existed. James I, himself a reli-
gious scholar, ordered that a new Bible 
be written. This he hoped would satisfy 
most people.  

The Civil War brought another signifi-
cant intrusion of government into the 
church. The prayer book was outlawed. 
Many of the priesthood including Revd 
Sam Hildersam, Rector of West Felton 
accepted or even welcomed this move.  
Churches became very austere. Com-
munion tables were removed, stone 
altars demolished and any item identi-
fying saints or inscriptions on silver-
ware had to be destroyed. Vestments, 
organs, candlesticks and crosses were 
among items to be removed. At the 
restoration the prayer book was re-
introduced and up to 2000 priests in-
cluding Hildersam resigned their livings. 

Hildersam went to live in Erdington, 
near Aston and was buried in Aston 
churchyard in 1674.  

By the time of the 18th century the 
Wars of religion in Europe and the Civil 
war in England, had tired people of reli-
gion. The church was left much to itself, 
but still had much influence  locally.  It 
was the patron of about 25% of parish-
es and could appoint the vicar to those 
parishes. In the 19th and early 20th 
centuries the state began to divest it-
self of the church in Ireland (1869) and 
Wales (1914). More importantly in the 
19th and 20th centuries parliamentary 
initiatives began to erode the relation-
ship between church and people. The 
Education Act (1870) and progressive 
welfare reforms by the state began to 
make the population less dependent on 
church charity. 

Before 1919 parliament had to agree all 
changes that the Church of England 
wished to make. As the influence of the 
church waned, so did parliament’s in-
terest in its affairs. The Archbishop of 
Canterbury complained that, between 
1880 and 1913, fewer than 10% of 
church bills had been passed. In the 
aftermath of the First World War parlia-
ment had much to discuss without 
getting involved with the church. In 
1919 parliament passed The Church of 
England Assembly (Powers) Act and set 
up a constitution for the Church of Eng-
land to govern itself. This laid the way 
for the introduction of the General Syn-
od and of Parochial Church Councils. It 

(Continued on page 39) 
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Painter & Decorator 

All aspects of interior or exterior 

decoration undertaken 
 

Hanwood - Shropshire 

01743 860241  mobile 07795 262629 

darrentownsend18@hotmail.com 

Friendly , Reliable, Local Service 
Free no obligation estimates 
High standard of work 
No mess left behind! 
 

enquiries@pja-plumbing.co.uk 
 

Tel  07969 833 610  Installation   Repairs 
Maintenance 

Shropshire 
Aggregates 

a top quality Agricultural 
Contracting service.  

 

We also supply:  Hardcore,  
Playbark, Compost, Topsoil 
Rootzone, Garden Mulch.  

Shropshire Kiln 
Dried Firewood  

Kiln Dried Softwood 
Kiln Dried Hardwood 
Kiln Dried 100% Oak 

Nets of kindling 
Available in builder bags  

or loose loads 

VISIT  www.shropshireaggregates.net  & 
www.shropshirekilndriedfirewood.co.uk     07813847670 

 
 

 

Surfacing Contractor  
Drives - Tarmac - Block Paving - Slabs 

Highways and Local Authority Approved Contractor 
References available  

John Richards,  Pentre ,  Nesscl i f fe    

Telephone: 07958 156054 / 01743 741503  

RICHARDS GROUNDWORKS 
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WEST FELTON WOMEN’S INSTITUTE 

At the WFWI July meeting  Gillian welcomed 
members and three visitors, Phoebe, Maureen 
and Angela (Angela joined that evening).  

Shropshire Federation annual meeting report: Yvette thanked everyone for 
sending her as delegate. County chair, Glenys Wheeler, opened the meeting with 
thanks to all committee members and federation teams for their support, includ-
ing the Advisers. Yvette having recently joined their ranks, was presented with 
her certificate later in the day. It was reported that overall membership retention 
is good and Shropshire continues to gain new members, but sadly 2022 saw five 
WIs suspended, though many of the members joined other local WIs. Digital 
change is inevitable with the recent launch of the new website, which will shortly 
have a ticket booking system with access given to WIs. However, members were 
assured they needn’t worry about the digital changes, they will not be left be-
hind! Glenys said, “Most importantly enjoy your WIs and have fun!” 

In her report Yvette says, “The whole day was fabulous but the main speaker 
Chris Lubbe was incredible, Chris, now living in Hampshire, was one of the body-
guards who had responsibility for protecting Nelson Mandela between 1990 and 
1998. His story contains themes such as fear, determination, courage, persis-
tence and love, as well as the power of forgiveness, all in the face of blatant ra-
cial discrimination. He says “Education is the most powerful weapon that you can 
use to change the world.”  

Drawing on his incredible story, Chris kept the audience spell-bound. Growing up 
in a ghetto in Durban, South Africa, witnessing first-hand the brutality of apart-
heid became the catalyst for Chris to become an activist for democracy. He lived 
as a child in appalling conditions in a “Blacks/Non-whites” shanty town with no 
running water, sanitation or electricity. 

Aged eight he wrote to Queen Elizabeth II asking for her help to end apartheid. 
Although the Queen replied, Chris never received it, due to strict censorship of 
non-whites. His letter was documented here in the UK as received, and the reply 
sent. Some years later Chris found out that the letter had a huge impact on the 
Queen, she put pressure on the government to get Nelson released from prison. 
Chris was honoured to be presented with his original letter by the Queen at a 
formal dinner held by Her Majesty at Buckingham Palace. Yvette says, “I cannot 
do Chris’ talk justice in this short report – I am deeply honoured to have been 
present at this event, should you have the chance to hear Chris make sure you 
take the opportunity.”               https://chrislubbe.co.uk/ 

(Continued on page 23) 
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DS PLUMBING & HEATING 
 

LPG, NATURAL GAS AND OIL 

Gas Safe & OFTEC Registered 

Breakdowns  -  Servicing 

Landlord Certificates 

David Swift Mob: 07794 362873 
Email - djafswift@gmail.com 

Hair, beauty, nails, 

 personal care  

Cut & Colour 

Baschurch 

Station Road 

Baschurch  SY4 2BB 

@sarahatthehairstation  

  

cutandcolourbas-

church@hotmail.com 

 

cut&colourbaschurch  

www.woodheadsalesandlettings.com 
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RECTOR W G HASELHURST (1891-1906) left the legacy that funded 
the building of the HASELHURST INSTITUTE, more about that next 

month…   

Remember the School Canteen Ladies? 
 

Nan Parry, Min Gwalchmai, Hilda Pine, Em Jones, Nell Lloyd,  
Betty Jones with Bill Morris the driver. 

Plough Cottages 
as they were originally 
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If you would like more time to enjoy your home 

and family, and less work and worry, for cleaning, 

handyman, garden work, pet care  - contact 

www.shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

Email: info@shropshirehousekeepers.co.uk 

Tel: 07803 029928 
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In the afternoon presentation ceremonies Yvette was pleased to receive 
Gobowen WI’s 95th Anniversary Certificate on their behalf.  

Carnival 9th July. Congratulations to all involved with the Swan Lake float which 
was awarded first place. After heavy rain mid-afternoon, it soon brightened up. 
The WFWI Tea stall featured an amazing array of cakes. Gillian says, “ Thank you 
all bakers, and to all volunteers on the stall who did a wonderful job.” This is al-
ways an important fundraiser for WFWI, as well as an invaluable community as-
set on Carnival day. 

At the Derwen fete, Whittington ran the Oswestry North group gift stall and 
raised £286 for Derwen funds. Thanks to all who donated the gifts. 

The guest speaker was Harry Thomas who works as a researcher for Wildlife 
Sense, a research and conservation organisation on the island of Kefalonia, 
Greece, which helps protect the endangered sea turtles. Harry is a great speaker 
and is so obviously passionate and enthusiastic about his work.  

Members learned so much about sea turtles – did you know the scales on their 
heads are completely individual? – no two sea turtles have the same – and this 
helps them to be identified. They can live up to 60 years old, weigh up to 100kg 
and can swim very fast and have a ferocious bite! 

Next Meeting - Thursday 14 September 7pm - when the guest speaker will be 
Victoria Graham -The Biscuit Club. (I don’t think this will be a talk about making 
biscuits - Ed.) 

(Continued from page 21) WI 

 

HARVEST SUPPER 
West Felton Village Hall 

FRIDAY 22nd September,  7pm 
 

Tickets £10 from a church member or  
Michael Davie on 01691 610 612. 

Delicious food, raffle, quiz, fun and laughter. 
A chance to meet old friends and new. 
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Formed as it was in 
about 1140, I would 
not presume to write 
about the history of 
West Felton Church, 
I leave that to the 
experts. However, 
Ann has collected 
some interesting 
stories from relatives 
of former Rectors. 
You will note from 
the photo Rectors 
can be named from 
1305 to the present 
day.  

The marble plaque in 
church shows Alan 
Brannagan was insti-
tuted in 1987, there-
after we had Preben-
dary David North 
(1996), Sarah Burton 
(2011) and Suzan 
Williams (2020) 
whose names have 
yet to be engraved.  

Other priests have 
contributed much, 

such as Brian Hayes, Tony Sparham, Jassica, not to mention Reverend Robin Mar-
tin who is always ready to help, but they were not installed as Rectors. You will 
note the moving dedication at the foot of the plaque: presented as a 
thankoffering for the safety of their 3 sons,  roger, guy & herbert who 
fought in the great war 1914-1918 by charles & beatrice mostyn owen 

(Continued on page 25) 
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The old Rectory built 1820-30 by Rector Thos. Hunt was demolished and 
replaced by  a new house in 1963, which in turn was demolished 2002. New 
houses now occupy the site. 

St Winifred’s Well, Woolston - then and now 
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The latest invisible, Bluetooth and 
rechargeable hearing aids available. 

• Hearing Tests 

• Hearing aids 

• Ear Wax Removal 

 

• FREE trial on no deposit.  

• Book your assessment today! 
 

T: 01691 674498  
E: info@integratehearing.co.uk  
15 Church Street,  
Oswestry, SY11 2SU 

 

07891 087394 
Email: tanatfootcare@hotmail.com 

Treatments in a modern clinic 
Llanyblodwel, Oswestry SY10 8NB  

• Diabetic Foot Care 

• Ingrowing Toenails 

• Fungal Nail 

• Athlete’s Foot 

• Toenail Trimming 

• Calluses 

• Cracked Heels 

• Corns/Verrucae 
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As Michael Davie told us last month, 
Frank Taylor was the Rector when the 
village hall was first opened; more 
about Rev Taylor later. First we hear 
about his  predecessor, Rector Law, 
from notes by his son, Patrick, given to 
Ann by his grandson, Tim Law: 

J. Harry Law, instituted 1906 
“I celebrated the event by developing 
measles on arrival at West Felton Rec-
tory. No main services were laid on - 
the water was collected from the roofs 
in a large tank under the kitchen yard.  
My father had it analysed and it was 
found to be 'highly contaminated with 
animal matter'.  Apparently, the water 
from the church roof ran through the 
churchyard; later when this source of 
supply was corrected, the water was 
good, but all drinking water was still 
passed through Berk filters. 
“There was a wide drive between the 
Rectory and the churchyard and just 
beyond its low wall was an iron-railed 
enclosure containing the graves of a 
predecessor, his wife and I think six 
children all of whom died young - we 
thought it might have been the water. 

“My father had a curate who always 
lived in a town. One dark evening my 
father went to see him and found the 
family sitting on the stairs. They told 
him that the sitting room was full of 
smoke. He asked what they were doing 
about it and they said that they did not 
know what to do. So my father went 
outside and managed to open the win-
dow. Then he went into the room and 
turned out the oil lamp which was 

smoking. This family had a donkey and 
cart. One day, the donkey lay down in 
the shafts and the mother did not know 
what to do. However, she saw a man 
hedging, and ran to him saying 'My 
donkey's dead'. The man went over to 
the donkey, gave it a prod with his 
pitchfork and it hastily got to its feet! 

“When my father got home one day, he 
was given the news that Morris, the 
sexton, had been gored by a bull.  So he 
went round to see Mrs Morris, to find 
out what had happened.  She said- 'er 
bunted un and 'er bunted un right from 
'er thigh to 'er feet'. 

“It is extraordinary to discover how far 
money went in those days. My father's 
stipend at West Felton was £600 per 
year and he employed a governess, 
three indoor servants, a gardener and a 
gardener's boy, and at the same time 
he paid for two sons at university and 
one at prep school. 

“Of course there was no bathroom in 
the rectory and we bathed in the bed-
rooms. I can remember how nice it was 
to have mine in front of the fire in my 
mother's bedroom. The ladies had a 
W.C. known as 'Halfway', because it 
was between the ground floor and the 
landing, but the men had to walk about 
50 yards to theirs which was a brick 
building in a shrubbery - not a W.C. but 
a pit which the wretched gardener and 
his boy cleaned out about twice a year! 
One weekend, my father exchanged 
duties with a Welshman. When the 
servant came in with drinks late in the 
evening, my mother asked this Curate 

(Continued from page 24) 
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Jones whether he liked his bath in the 
morning or evening. He replied 'Thank 
you, Mrs Law, but I never take a bath'. 

“My great friend and companion was 
the gardener, William Collins.  He was 
the son of a gamekeeper and he taught 
me to shoot, first with a Daisy airgun 
and later with a large air rifle, a Ste-
ven .22 repeater and a .410 shotgun 
which I was given for Christmas 1908 
when I was seven. My brothers were 
away at school or university most of 
the time, so I was like an only son and 
had to make my own amusements, 
climbing, building forts and so on. At 
the bottom of the garden, there was 
the Sunday School, where cookery les-
sons were given, so I was able to use 
the stove to cook the sparrows and 
other things I shot. 

“The only gentry in the parish were the 
Congreves at the Grange, and there 
were usually sons and daughters with 
their wives or husbands and children 
staying with old Mrs Congreve. I re-
member being tipped 5/- by Gen. Sir 
William Congreve V.C. - most exciting! 
Mrs Congreve used to tricycle to the 
daily 8 o'clock service and was a hard 
critic of anything my father did. We had 
a white West Highland bitch - 'Hatso' - 
who was devoted to him and at these 
services she sometimes sat in the choir 
stall in front of my father. Mrs Con-
greve strongly objected to this, espe-
cially when my father would stroke her 
as he was saying the prayers. 

“Staying at The Grange with her moth-
er, often for long periods because her 

father was in the army and frequently 
stationed abroad, was a grand-
daughter, Diana King.  She was two or 
three years older than me and a com-
pletely fearless climber. The rooms on 
the first and second floors of the Recto-
ry had bow windows, the roofs of 
which were outside the day-nursery 
window.  One day, Diana who must 
have been about ten, got out of this 
window and walked round the gutter of 
this roof, to the horror of my mother 
who looked up and saw her from the 
garden below where she was working. 
To skip a few years, Diana came to stay 
with us in Lincolnshire after the First 
Great War. My mother was out when 
she arrived and when she came home 
she asked the elderly maid where Miss 
Diana was? The shocked maid replied -
'Miss Diana has taken off her 'stays', 
mum. and is climbing trees with Mr. 
Paddie' 

“Another great character was Joe, a fox
-terrier. For instance, my mother re-
fused to let him come to a Mothers 
Union service one day, Joe considered 
this most unfair so he broke into the 
duck-pen, killed six ducks and laid them 
out at intervals up to the church porch.   

“Many years later, after the Second 
World War, I called in on the incum-
bent. As I was saying goodbye at the 
front door which is opposite the 
church, I asked him if he had ever no-
ticed that the weather-cock on it was 
not upright.  He had not, and I was able 
to tell him that it was because my 
brothers and I used to shoot at it out of 

(Continued from page 25) 
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by a well-known blacksmith Jack 
Pearce, who, as I remember, had his 
workshop at the beginning of Morda 
Road. (I'm sure he is related to Jim 
Pearce of Lane End, British Legion and 
Pradoe Church). 

“The Tabernacle was originally placed 
in an aumbry on the north side of the 
Sanctuary (You can see where the 
stone was cut out and later replaced).  
At the Consistory Court - in keeping 
with current practice - it was ordered 
that the Tabernacle should be removed 
from the aumbry and placed on the 
High Altar. This was done and it was in 
due time transferred to the new Altar. 

“I am sure you know that the Madonna 
in the Lady Chapel was given after the 
1939-45 War, I think, by Dr. Burroughs 
who lived in Chirk but came regularly to 
St Michael's.  

“The Crucifix and candlesticks on the 
Altar in the Lady Chapel were given to 
St. Michael's by Mr William Knight of 
Wellingborough who also made the 
extra two candlesticks for the High Al-
tar to make up the six. He was a friend 
of Mr. Brocklehurst, manager of the 
Labour Exchange in Oswestry and a 
faithful server at St. Michael's...... 
When he gave the crucifix and candle-

sticks, Mr. Knight stipulated that if ever 
the Catholic Teaching was abandoned 
at West Felton, these should be re-
turned to him at his Wellingborough 
workshops or presumably to his succes-
sors.  I wonder if there is a note to this 
effect in the records? 

Walter Blurton worked as a full-time 
stonemason on Major Threlfall's Estate 
at Ruyton XI Towns. Ladyhill Farm was 
in his wife's name.” 

 *A faculty is a permissive right to un-
dertake works to a church building or 
its contents. It is the duty of the minis-
ter and churchwardens to obtain a fac-
ulty before carrying out any alterations 
subject to the de minimis list provided 
by each diocese. The parish must pay a 
fee for a faculty. 

After Rector Gillman came                   
Rev K C MILLINGTON 1956-1974 and 
his family. We are privileged to hear his 
story straight from the notes of Ned, 
his son, who still attends St Michaels 
Church from time to time, though he 
no longer lives in the village. You will 
remember Ned’s essay on West Felton 
education referred to last month. The 
story of his introduction to rural life in 
the old rectory at West Felton will have 
to wait until next month. 

To be continued ...  

(Continued from page 29) 

A young clergyman, fresh out of training, thought it would help him better un-
derstand the harsh realities his future congregations faced if he first took a job 
as a policeman for several months. He passed the physical examination; then 
came the oral exam to test his ability to act quickly and wisely in an emergen-
cy. Among other questions he was asked, “What would you do to disperse a 
frenzied crowd?” 
He thought for a moment and then said, “I would pass an offering plate.” 
He got the job. 
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the nursery window with rifles. 

“In 1914 we left West Felton and my 
father was given the parish at Fleet in 
Lincolnshire in the flattest part just 
south of the Wash. War was declared 
on the 14th August that year and in 
1916 my father went to France as a 
chaplain and won the Military Cross (at 
the age of 56) - for most of the time he 
was with the Green Howards and the 
King's Liverpool Regiment.”  

Reverend FRANK TAYLOR, MA 
served West Felton 1914-28.            
Frank was born in 1867, educated at  
Sedberg and St John’s, Cambridge. He 
was Vicar of Hamstead, Birmingham, 
then Vicar of Fleet, Holbeach, finally, in 
1914 at the start of WW1, instituted as 
Rector of West Felton where he died 
unmarried in 1928 and is buried in St 
Michael’s churchyard. 

In a letter written 100 years later, in 
March 2014, his niece writes: “I have 
been trying to remember anything my 
mother told me of Uncle Frank Tay-
lor. He was my mother’s uncle. She 
used to visit with her parents and must 
have made an impression on him for 
him to leave her St. Winifred’s in his 
will. (see p33) 

“He acquired St. Winifred’s Well to help 
a local farmer who was in trouble over 
a mortgage. He used to take his garden-
er there and sit in a chair working on 
his sermon in the garden where now is 
lawn but then were brick paths and 
beds, while the gardener tidied up. He 

particularly liked Shirley poppies and 
had them sown there.   

“He bought a big house in West Felton, 
The Grange, goodness knows why, and 
left it to his two brothers, thereby caus-
ing something of a rift between them.   

“He used to play chess with an old 
friend, a scholar and local historian 
whose name I don’t remember at the 
moment; he lived diagonally opposite 
the Post Office across the cross roads I 
think. (Possibly William Dovaston? Ed.)  

“Frank also purchased a house, half a 
black and white house, on the right 
going towards Shrewsbury from the 
P.O. (Plough Cottages, see p35) for his 
housekeeper to live in after his 
death. He used to drive about his parish 
in a pony trap.   

“I can think of nothing else I have been 
told about him, nothing of local interest 
but it does give some picture of the 
man, modest and kind I think.”        
Margaret Phythian-Adams. 

After Rev Taylor came                          
Rev R.G.T. GILLMAN 1928-1956. 

The incumbency of the Reverend R.G.T. 
Gillman was a stormy period in the his-
tory of St Michael's (he was appointed 
by the Patron, the Reverend Richard 
Haselhurst, who was the son and 
grandson of two previous Rectors of 
that name). Father Gillman made 
changes to the Services, and to the 
church furnishings, which divided the 
people, and reverberated even beyond 

(Continued from page 26) 
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the village. 

The following information was sup-
plied by Mrs Doreen Burd, daughter of 
Father Gillman. 

“It is sad that nobody is still alive in 
West Felton who remembers the histo-
ry of the stone High Altar in St. 
Michael's. When my fifteen year old 
brother died on 26th April 1929, my 
father went to the quarry at Elbridge to 
buy the necessary stone with Walter 
Blurton of Ladyhill, who chose and later 
cut out the stone for the Altar. I may be 
wrong, but I think the Altar may have 
been designed by a Chichester friend of 
my parents, MacDonald Gill, who was 
an architect and brother of Eric Gill.  
MacDonald certainly did the lettering 
(on tracing paper which I clearly re-
member) which Walter Blurton carved 
on the north end of the Altar, in 
memory of my brother. 

“All the stone was taken by wagons to 
one of the stables at the Rectory and 
that is where Walter Blurton cut and 
fashioned it. He was a very skilled 
stonemason, trained by a famous ma-
son who had the care of Lichfield Ca-
thedral. 

“By the time Walter had finished all the 
base blocks and the massive Altar Top, 
the Consistory Court had run its course 
and there was no hope of obtaining a 
faculty* for a stone altar. This, there-
fore, stayed in the stable (the one in 
the right hand top corner, from the 
road nearest to the old coach houses 
and tack room), carefully protected in a 

lot of straw for many years, until well 
after the Second World War. 

“I am sure the registers will show the 
occasion of the very moving dedica-
tions when Bishop Hodgson of Shrews-
bury was presented with the Altar-
dedication by Walter Blurton, who was 
by then Rector's Warden. Walter had 
not slept for nights on end while he 
planned how to get the altar from the 
stable to the sanctuary of the church.  
No engineering aids in those days!  He 
borrowed a milk-churn trolley from 
David Evans at Manor Farm and got six 
strong men to help to lift the base 
stones on to it, one by one and haul it 
across the cobbles of the stable yard, 
along the Woolston Road, up the 
church path and into Church.  Metal 
tubes were used as rollers to get up the 
chancel and sanctuary steps and each 
block placed in its precise position.  
Finally the Altar Slab was taken in the 
same way and gently levered and low-
ered on to the base, central to a thou-
sandth of an inch. 

“Knowing what an effort this had been, 
the packed congregation were almost 
in tears with Walter and his wife, Elea-
nor, as he presented the Altar to the 
Bishop. After the service, the Bishop 
and Walter realised that they had 
played football together in Lichfield 
when they were boys. I think all this 
was in 1949-50. 

“Walter of course made the base on 
which the Tabernacle was placed. The 
Tabernacle itself was made in Oswestry 

(Continued from page 27) 

(Continued on page 31) 


