BUCKLEBURY PLACE - THE SUTTON FAMILY
1. Arthur Warwick Sutton JP, FLS, VMH (1854-1925); Born in Reading, he was educated at Malvern College and the Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester. He became a partner in 1876, and the Senior Partner in 1913 on the unexpected death of his elder brother. He retired in August 1921, owing to ill health.
2. Marriage. He married Arabella Constance in 1881, and they moved to Sutherlands where they lived from 1884 to1888. They had two daughters Helen and Marjorie. Their home was just across the road from his parents in Reading, where he had lived as a child and had a large parkland garden. It was auctioned off in 1902 after the death of his father in 1901. 
3. Bucklebury Place They then moved to Bucklebury Place, Woolhampton in 1893 and he travelled into Reading by train from Midgham for his work at the firm where he was responsible for the vegetables side of the business. The architect for the house was Frederick William Albury (+ 1912) of Reading. The building was originally set in about 236 acres, including surrounding farms, and a cricket field. 

4. 
Bucklebury Fireside Club. In 1894, he founded the Bucklebury Fireside Club. This was probably the most influential local social organisation during the pre-1914 years. It played cricket league matches against teams like Hermitage, and Mr Sutton usually attended the tea afterwards. The Fireside Club attracted many male members from Bucklebury, Midgham and Woolhampton, and offered a wide range of educational, sporting and other leisure activities.

The Fireside Club was founded by Mr Arthur Sutton. He expressed the purpose of the club as a means whereby they might be able to know each other better, and by meeting together he might be able to exercise some influence and try to point them to if they needed above all others, the knowledge of our Lord and saviour Jesus Christ. The club was situated in the grounds of the house. The main entrance to the house was via The Lodge in Carbins Woods Lane, clearly marked AD 1893. The other entrance was some 100 yards further along the lane towards Bucklebury, marked today by the West Lodge and the red-bricked Fireside Cottage. The clubhouse was on the left-hand side some 30 yards along the lane leading to Wootons that separates the cottage from the new Home Farm (then the laundry cottage). This was the venue for concerts, lectures and general meetings, with a smaller room for a Friday evening Bible Study and other group meetings or classes. The grounds were an excellent setting for football and cricket matches, and in 1905 a rifle range was added and in 1912, a recently-built gymnasium attracted some 60 men to be drilled by Ed Stagg (Army Reservist). The club benefited from Mr Sutton’s experiences when he had established a similar club for young men in 1880 in Silver Street, Reading.

By 1896 the club had 112 fully paid-up members. The Fireside rifle range was officially opened in May 1906 by General Sir John Watson VC. There were 121 members in 1905; this had gone up to 171 in 1906, when the Suttons celebrated their silver wedding.

Mr and Mrs Sutton left the house at the beginning of 1915 for London and, at a farewell gathering, William Mathews reminded the assembled members that they had met for the past 19 years and had enjoyed good companionship amongst all classes thanks to the efforts and generosity of Mr Sutton. In the course of his response, Mr Sutton reported that he had received letters from parents to say that, thanks to the club, their sons serving at the front were the best shots in the unit.

Their home was placed up for auction and purchased by Dr Carl Langer who maintained the traditions of the Fireside Club, which continued to flourish with the particular support of Mr J Henshall, club secretary and the head gardener at “The Place”              (Trigg J)

5. Horticultural Research. In 1880 (see Times 29 Nov 1884), Alfred W Sutton and Lord Cathcart started experimental work to cross-fertilise (British and South American) the best types of potato to avoid the dreaded Phytopthora Infestans, which caused the terrible famine in Ireland in 1845. In 1919, he identified Wart Disease as an even greater problem.

He was awarded the Victoria Medal of Honour on 26 October 1897 along with 62 others, including Gertrude Jekyll for his services to British Horticulture. It is awarded to British Horticulturists resident in the UK whom the RHS Council considers deserving of special honours by the Society.
He published several papers on horticultural research, and was the first member of the Sutton family to be elected to the Council of the Linnaean Society. In 1918 he was appointed to the National Board of Agricultural Education. He was awarded the Victorian Medal of Honour by the RHS for his services to horticulture. Prior to and during WW1, there was much concern with some of the corrupt practices being carried out in the trade. Arthur Sutton attended meetings in London with regard to illegal payments made to head gardeners, who at that time had great control over the placing of large seed orders. His recreations were Eastern travel, golf, shooting and fishing, and his special hobby was lecturing on Eastern travel; one of his publications was My camel ride from Suez to Mount Sinai.
6. Senior Partner. On the unexpected death of his brother in 1913, he becomes the Senior Partner. In 1916, the company opened up seed growing areas in India, and his company was focused on improving the productivity of UK land management. He also wrote to the Prime Minister AJ Balfour about Volunteer Schools.   

First ill in Cairo in 1906, and again in 1913. He left Leonard Goodhart Sutton, Martin H F Sutton, E P Foquett Sutton and L Noel Sutton in control. AWS Silver Wedding Party at Bucklebury Place in 2 July 1906; – two photos.

Reading Golf Club; Arthur W Sutton presented the Sutton Cup to the club back in 1912 
7.   Who’s  Who 1922   Arthur Warwick Sutton, JP, FLS, Senior Partner in Sutton & Sons, Reading, b Reading 1854, s of Martin Hope Sutton, m 1881 Arabella Constance, d of Rev E Gambier Pym, late Rector of Washington, one s, two d, Educ; Malvern College and Royal Agricultural College, Cirencester, Entered the firm of Sutton & Sons Reading 1876. Publication; My Camel Ride from Suez to Mount Sinai. Several bulletins on Horticultural Research and papers read before the Linnean Society. Recreations; Eastern travel, golf, shooting, fishing; special hobby; lecturing on Eastern travels with original lantern slides. Address; 9 Upper Philmore Gardens, Campden Hill, W.8. T; Park 4708.;M L7405;  Clubs; National, Royal Automobile Club; Berkshire, Reading; Royal and Ancient, 
8.   Failing Helth. He and his wife invited Department Heads and their wives to Upper Phillmore Gardens on 14 Feb 1920, effectively his farewell. He lived at 9 Upper Phillmore Gardens, Campden Hill, Kensington W8, once he took ill, from at least 1915.  AWS exited the Partnership of the Royal Seed Establishment on 21 May 1921 due to ill health. He had planned to stay until June 1924, his 70th birthday. Letter from staff in Suttons ledger and order office to Arthur Sutton   1921 (Oct 7); Thanking him for the silver wrist-watches he gave them, wishing him improved health and a happy retirementHe moved to Bournemouth because of failing health, and died on 15 April 1925 at Clifton Road, Southbourne. He left an estate of £112,793, but no legacy to any religious sect or charity (except the YMCA) as “I believe it is a man’s duty to give in charity during his life time such proportion of his income as in the sight of God he may deem right”. However he did give the freehold of the premises of the YMCA, Garrard House, Friar Street, Reading, to the National Council of the YMCA (“those together cost me less than £10,000”) for perpetual use of the same by young men, lads, and working men of Reading, and stock yielding £100 per annum for permanent endowment of Garrard House.
9.   Will; Sutton, Arthur Warwick of Bucklebury, then Clifton Road, Southborne, Hampshire. Died 15 April 1925. Probate London to Arabella Constance Sutton, widow, Leonard Goodhart Sutton, esq., Robert Dudley Baxter and Alexander William Johnston, solicitors. Effects £112,793-14s-5d.
10   Family; 

Grandfather was John Sutton (1777-1863), grain merchant of Reading

Father was Martin Hope Sutton (1815-1901), seed merchant of Reading; uncle was Arthur.

Send seeds to Ireland in 1847 to help reduce effect of Famine.

Supplied seeds to Royal Household 1858. Lay out of Queen Victoria’s Garden at Osborne and then declined a Knighthood.

World’s largest seed firm; gives 20% of profit to charity; 1870s; founded local schools; strain of Rhododendron named after him. Lived at Cintra Lodge, Whitley, Reading.
Martin John Sutton [bp 20 Nov 1850 at St Giles, Reading] (his elder brother.) Died 14 December 1913, aged 63 at the Piccadilly Hotel, Regent Street, London. His wife was Grace, who outlived him. They lived at Wargrave House in Berkshire.
1871 Census Cintra Lodge, Christchurch Road, Reading
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S
11




Reading

Leonard Sutton
Son
S
7




Reading
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Plus 5 servants

Arthur W Sutton 16 must have been abroad or at school.
1881 Census Cintra Lodge, Christchurch Road, Reading St Giles, Berkshire

Martin H Sutton

Hd
M
66 Seed Merchant
Reading, Berkshire

Sophia W Sutton

Wife
M
59


Reading

Arthur W Sutton
Son
U
26 Seed Merchant
Reading

Eveline M Sutton

Dau
U
22


Reading

Jessie C Sutton

Dau
U
20


Reading

Leonard G Sutton

Son
U
17 Scholar

Reading

Florence B Sutton
Dau
U
15


Reading

Elizabeth Wilson

Serv
Wid
40 Cook Domestic
Rodneystone, Somerset

Jane Jollet

Serv
U
43 Nurse Domestic
Pamber, Hants

Ellen Atwell

Serv
U
32 Parlour Maid

Broadhampston, Devon

Sarah A Davis

Serv
U
22 Kitchen Maid

Chelsea, Middlesex

Alice E Churd

Serv
U
20 Housemaid Upper
Oxford

Martha Morecroft

Serv
U
18 Housemaid Upper
Tamworth, Warwick.

1891 Census No record of Arthur W Sutton’s family; must have been abroad on holiday.
1895 County Directory;

Arthur Sutton, Bucklebury Place

Alfred Sutton, Greenlands, Redlands Road

Arthur Sutton, 28 Forbury

Herbert Sutton, Oaklands, Bath Road

Leonard Sutton, Hill side, Allcroft Road

Martin Hope Sutton, Cintra Lodge, Christ Church Road

Misses Sutton, 16 Eldon Road

William A Sutton, 675 Oxford Road 

1901 Census; Cintra Lodge, Christchurch Road, Reading.
Martin H Sutton
Hd
M
86
Living on own means

Reading

Jessie C Sutton
Dau
S
40




Reading

Florence R Sutton Dau
S
35




Reading

Plus 7 servants plus gardener and family.

1901 Census Carbins Wood Lane, Upper Bucklebury
68
Cottage
Ann Shail

69
Cottage
James Lyford

70
Bucklebury Place – The Stables
Francis W Riggs


Groom






Walter Robes


Helper Domestic

71
Bucklebury Place – East Lodge
Harry Eades

47
Coachman Domestic






Elizabeth Eades
Wife
50

72
Bucklebury Place 

Arthur W Sutton Hd
47 
Seed Merchant
Reading






Arabella
Sutton
Wife
44

Robin Hood Bay, Yorks






Helen CP Sutton
Dau
19


Reading






Marjorie P Sutton Dau
13


Reading






Lucy C Pym M
Visitor
69


Doncaster






Marjorie A Vassey M Vis
68


Douglas IOM






Plus 6 servants

73
Bucklebury Place – The Gardens
Alexander Wright Hd M 
50
Gardener Domestic
Scotland

          Wife Christina 50, son Alexander 13, dau Agnes 11, mother-in-law Janet Lessels Wid 73 of Scotland

74
Bucklebury Place – North Lodge
William Jennings Hd M
41
Butler Domestic
Hammersmith

75
Wooten’s Farm


William Bettridge Hd M
57
Farmer

Oxon

1903-15  Arthur Warwick Sutton JP, Bucklebury Place.
1902-3 George Harris, farm bailiff to AW Sutton esq JP Bucklebury Place

1907 John W Harris, farm bailiff to AW Sutton esq JP Bucklebury Place
1906-1914 Ownership Electors; Sutton, Arthur Warwick, Bucklebury Place, Freehold house and land

1907 Bucklebury Place Convalescent Home (Mrs Gardiner, matron) – patients from Boer War ???

1907-15 Fireside Club (Arthur Warwick Sutton esq JP President)

1911 Census
Bucklebury Place 27 rooms

Helen Sutton   Single 
29






Joyce Tudor
S
19
Visitor






5 servants

Bucklebury Place 5 rooms


John William Harris M 
52
Head Gardiner     Upper Slaughter
The Gardens 3 rooms


Walter Cleveland Henbest S 29
Gardener Dom 
Minstead, Herts






James Albert Nightingale S 20
Gardener Dom
Crookham Berks






Launcelot Walter Stimpton S 17
Gardener Dom     Sonning Eye

The Hut 1 room



James Hasty
M
25
Gardener Dom
Liverpool

The Lodge 4 rooms


William Jennings M
51
Butler






Kate Jennings M Wife

The Stables 6 rooms


Harry Eades and Elizabeth

Coachman






William Alsbury


Groom

Convalescent Home

1907 Bucklebury Place Convalescent Home (Mrs Gardiner, matron) – patients from Boer War ???

WW2; Used as a Auxiliary War Hospital (at least 1941-44). Autograph Book 1940-41 in Berkshire Record Office.

The Head Gardener.

Census 1881 High Road, Great Stanmore, Middlesex

Alexander Wright; 30, married, Gardener domestic, Scotland; Christina Wright, George, Jessie, Christina.

1891 Chiswick, Dukes Avenue, Devonhurst

Edmund Harmony Watt, 60, JP Monmouth, Ship Broker and Owner, Coal Owner, Northumberland, Blyth and family

Gardener’s Cottage Alexander Wright, 40, Gardener Domestic, Scotland, Christina, Wife, 40, Scotland, Children George, 13, scholar, Stanmore; Jessie, 12, scholar, Stanmore; Christina, 11, scholar, Scotland; Alexander, 3, Chiswick; Agnus, 1, Chiswick.
1901
73
Bucklebury Place – The Gardens
Alexander Wright Hd M 
50
Gardener Domestic
Scotland

          Wife Christina 50, son Alexander 13, dau Agnes 11, mother-in-law Janet Lessels Wid 73 of Scotland

74
Bucklebury Place – North Lodge
William Jennings Hd M
41
Butler Domestic
Hammersmith

75
Wooten’s Farm


William Bettridge Hd M
57
Farmer

Oxon

1915 Joseph Edward Henshall; head gardener to A W Sutton, esq JP Bucklebury Place
1920-8 Joseph Edward Henshall, head gardener to Carl Langer, Bucklebury Place
1928-39 Joseph Edward Henshall, head gardener, Bucklebury PlaceCapt Macdonald’s  gardener (1931-39) was a Mr Hissey, who lived in Beenham. 

The Dell; Entered at the north end by a set of steps, with concrete flower beds and intial AW1901 (the first gardener Alexander Wright). Garden slopes to the south with a series of drained gravel paths, most uncovered. Leads down to two ponds, the upper with the garden house and bridge with AWS on the woodwork, the lower was a swimming pool. On the west sloping hill, site of rotating summer house. To the NE, memorial stone to Captain Macdonald MC. Pruned back and revealing large collection of interesting trees. Also Wallami Pine.
New Owners
1920-8 Carl Langer PhD. FCS Bucklebury Place, TN  12 Woolhampton
1931-9 Capt John Duncan Macdonald MC (b 2 July 1880 Chairman of Imperial Tobacco) who then moved to The Dell where he died in 17 November 1943 aged 63. A memorial stone exists in The Dell. Descendents living in East Garston now McMullen (related to McMullen Brewers of Hertford)[Supplement London Gazette 1 January 1919 Lt (T/Capt John Duncan Macdonald RA (SR)) RHA/RGA 130578 Commissioned 18.6.16; Entered France 26.10.16. Lt 18 01 18 Royal Garrison Artillery Army Number 185463
Who’s  Who 1922 Martin Hubert Foquett Sutton; b 28 Nov 1875; s of late Martin John Sutton of Wargrave Manor, Berks, and Emily Owen, d of Colonel Foquett, late Bengal Native Infantry,; m 1899 Eleanor, d of Colonel Morton, late of Kents Green, Worcestershire; two s, thee d. Educ; Harrow, Christ Church, Oxford. Partner in the firm of Sutton & Sons; JP, FRGS, FLS, FRSA, FRCI; Member of the Council of the Smithfield Club, Governor of the Royal Agricultural Society, Member of Committee of the Farmer’s Club, Member of the Council of the Central Chamber of  of Agriculture, made a tour of the Colonies in 1896 for the purpose of studying agriculture; Publications; The Effect of Radio Active Fertilisers on Plant Life; The Book of the Links; various articles on turf production; The Electrification of Seeds by the Walfryn Process. Recreation; Scientific agriculture, golf. Adress; Erleigh Park, Reading. Clubs; Oxford and Cambridge, National; Stoke Podges.
Family tree showing only the principal members of the family involved in the business
John Sutton 

(1777-1863)

         




          |


 


        |




|




|

John Sutton, Surgeon

Martin Hope Sutton


   Alfred Sutton

(1812-1890)


(1815-1901)



   (1818-1897)






| 



Herbert Sutton (1854-1924)
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  Arthur W Sutton   Leonard Goodhart Sutton       1 daughter


(1846-1913)
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|
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Martin H F Ernest P       1 daughter                   2 daughters         L Noel Sutton
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Sutton
     Philip       
                                 Helen                   (1893-1965)                            died 1914-18 War)

(1875-1930) Sutton

                   Marjorie


                  


      (1882-1972)


     |

|

Martin A Sut  Owen Philips Foquet Sut
(1900-63)           (1913-2004)                    

6. The Company
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The company was founded in 1806 by John Sutton (1777-1863) who named it the 'House of Sutton' of King Street , Reading , supplying corn. In 1832 he was joined by his sons, Martin Hope (1815-1901) and Alfred. A few years later in 1837 the business was transferred to the Market Place, when they induced their father to launch out into the flower and vegetable seed trade. From this time on the firm progressed and expanded rapidly, being the first seed house to supply pure, unadulterated seed. By untiring energy and business acumen they laid the foundations of the great firm as it is today. The determination to supply only the best seed has been carried on by their successors, and through the years the name of 'Sutton' has become known the world over.

[image: image2.jpg]o a0} 2 Fope Suton




The Market Place shop was double-fronted with large windows each side of the entrance. It was in a prominent position and overlooked the Saturday vegetable and general market. Martin Hope acquired nursery grounds in Queens Road along with a greenhouse. By mid-1838 he began selling greenhouse plants, many of the bulbs coming from local nurseries, but some from Holland . In 1836 Martin Hope, aged 21 years, became a partner and the 'House of Sutton' became Sutton & Son.

Suttons received Royal patronage in 1858, when Queen Victoria requested Martin Hope Sutton to supply seeds to the Royal household; the honour of the Royal Warrant has been bestowed on the firm ever since - right up to the present day with Her Majesty the Queen.
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In 1840 the decision was taken to establish a laboratory so they could test the seed themselves for germination and purity - a practice which became law 80 years later with the passing of the Seeds Act, 1920. Sutton's seed-testing station was one of the first to be licensed by the Government. 

Also in the year 1840, Martin Hope was at Reading Station to see the first train depart for London , taking advantage of selling flower seeds to spectators and passers-by. The railway from then on took an important part in bringing large consignments of seeds, bulbs, etc to Reading for Suttons and, on the other side, sending wholesale orders by rail which were too heavy to go by mail.

As the years went by many changes took place - lorries replaced horse-drawn carriages; the garden tools available slowly improved; [image: image4.jpg]


the use of fertilisers increased. And, of course, there have been significant advances in breeding and hybridising new strains of seeds, along with the introduction of many new varieties.

The company expanded further, and, in 1873, new offices and warehouses replaced the original premises in Market Place , Reading. These premises had various offices - including Export, Ledger, Order, Invoice; separate store rooms for flower & vegetable seeds, bulbs, potatoes, grass and root seed, farm seed; along with recreation rooms, an exhibition department and even their own fire station which came with cottages for the firemen!

There were even stables, where not only were the horses fed, groomed and bedded, but vans and trolleys washed. There was also residence for the head groom. Houses were built at the testing grounds, where plants were grown for the purpose of saving stocks of high-class seed for flower growing.
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In 1962 Suttons moved again to new premises on the then main London-Bath (A4) road. The design and modern building had all the necessary features to run a successful business. At the time the premises were the most up-to-date of their kind in the country.
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Flower and vegetable seeds are produced for Suttons in many parts of the world. This is because of the need for long summers and guaranteed dry harvesting conditions, thus ensuring that the seeds are of the highest quality.

In 1965 Suttons were the first company to offer foil packets to the amateur gardener in the UK , after they developed their Harvest Fresh Foil seed packet system over many previous years.
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The company relocated to Torquay in Devon from Reading in 1976. Then in December 1998 Suttons moved to brand new premises in Paignton where all packaging and distribution is carried out.

End of a Great House. 19 July 1953 ? Auctioned with 264 acres by Knight, Frank, and Rutley a the Chequers Hotel. The adjacent land and The Dell was purchased by Kenneth and Joan Hutton (MD of Sterling Cables on the Bath Road). No children so after the second great sorm in the 1990s when some 500 trees were destroyed, he sold The Dell Garden to Tony Billington. 
YCS (Clifford) Lovell purchased the house for £12,000, working as the agent for CPL Properties Ltd of Bournemouth (a gravel company?), and then onto Jack Lovell. 
On 18 Oct 1955, YCS Lovell (agent) applied on behalf of CPL Properties to convert Bucklebury Place to 10 flats. This was approved on 28 Oct by Bradfield RDC. Permission was also sought to build 3 properties on Button Court Land, as well as block of 4 garages for the flats of Bucklebury Place. A Conversion Grant was applied for but was refused. An Estate septic tank drainage system was installed in 1956 which drains into The Dell
11. Further Research

· Newbury Library; Local Newspaper, Newbury Weekly
· RHS
DR CARL LANGER

Born 1888 12th July.  

Electoral roll autumn 1920, Bucklebury Place with wife Marie and son Carl.
