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[bookmark: _Hlk134547017]DUDDO PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of a Meeting held on 20 February 2023 at Duddo House, Duddo at 7.00pm. 
Present: Parish Councillors Anthony Carroll, Stephen Cockcroft, Stuart Breckons and Clare Dakin “CD” (Chairman) 
1: Opening of meeting
The meeting was opened at 7-10pm
2: Apologies - no apologies
3: Declarations of Interest
No declarations of interest in any agenda items.
4: Update on the Appointment of a Permanent Clerk and Councillor Vacancy  
Cllrs have not yet had any success with approaches to members of the community but will continue to do so. Cllrs will keep trying to encourage others to take part.  
5. Minutes of the last meeting held on 21 November 2022
The Council resolved to adopt the draft minutes as a true record and that they be signed by the Chair
6: Matters Arising
Cllr Breckons advised that he has secured a date for a visit to the recycling plant at West Sleekburn, 18th May.  Details will follow, up to 12 people can attend.  Thought should be given to any community members or other PC members who might like to attend.
Cllr Dakin confirmed that the insurance was now in place and Zurich’s invoice settled.
7: Consultation on Schools
Cllrs Carroll, Cockcroft and Dakin had attended a public meeting in Norham last Thursday (in lieu of inviting the head to this meeting) to hear the representations of Mr Gary Hilton current Head teacher of Norham School (also head of St Mary’s School in Berwick). Cllr Breckons had attended a public consultation event in Belford to review the proposed models for future schooling in our area.
The outcome of these interactions have led Cllrs to conclude that the only option for the possible but not certain survival of Norham First School was to support the proposed two tier system.  If this area remains three tier Norham will close.  
The compelling arguments for two tier put forward were around the fact that the National Curriculum is designed with it’s Key Stage assessments for a two tier system.  Tied to this is the recruitment and retention of staff into the area who may not wish to limit their teaching experience over the cohorts which straddle the Key Stages in the Middle School System.  Ie a teacher in a first school is missing experience of teaching years 5 and 6 in primary and a specialist teacher in a middle school misses teaching years 9 to 11 in a secondary.
Ultimately it is about finance and the hard fact is that some schools in this area will have to close.  
Cllrs resolved that in support of Norham PC and Norham School, our catchment first school, and as requested by them we will respond to the consultation to the effect that we support the two tier proposal going forward. The Chair will draft a response and circulate for comment ahead of submission.
8: Planning -  No applications to discuss.  
CD reported on attending a further Neighbourhood Plan Group Meeting on zoom with officers from NCC. A plan of the parish was examined by Cllrs with a view to identifying areas of Local Green Space as suggested by the Neighbourhood Plan officers.  It was felt that there were no suitable sites within the Parish although Cllrs could see that in parishes such as Norham and Ord with their village greens there was merit in this issue being considered within the Neighbourhood Area.
9: Any other business
Cllr Carroll brought to our attention the consultation on devolution which it was felt had no real bearing on our small parish and that no view either way could be expressed.
A letter to go from Belford PC to our MP Anne Marie Trevalyan with the support of all North Northumberland parishes concerning the failure to progress the dualling of the A1 was considered and agreed.
It was noted that funding is potentially available for Parish parties for the King’s Coronation on the weekend of 6th May but it was felt that in view of the Chair’s likely absence that weekend there was no appetite for attempting to organise a celebration and we should support other larger local communities in their celebrations.
It was noted that the next meeting date will need also to be the time of the Annual Parish Meeting.
10: Next Meeting
The next meeting will be held on Monday 15th May 2023 at 7.00 pm or thereabouts immediately after the Annual Parish Meeting.
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