WHITCHURCH RURAL PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held at Ash Parish Rooms on Monday 3rd September 2018


Chair:


Cllr A Allen
Councillors Present: 
Cllr J Dodd; Cllr S Taylor; Cllr T Hunter; Cllr R Thornhill; Cllr S Taylor; 
Clerk



93/18
Chair’s welcome, announcements & Public participation 

 The Chair welcomed everyone to the September Meeting of the Parish Council opening proceedings at 7:15pm. There were  4 members of the public present.  Cllr G Dakin attended the Meeting.
A Tilstock resident raised a complaint against footpath users across his land.  He takes out PLI specifically for footpath users and is concerned that the official routes are not adhered to.  The drain culvert previously reported is still flooding near Tilstock Hall.  The drains through Tilstock have not been jetted.  No spraying or road sweeping have been carried out either. The playground repairs have been cone with the assistance of lottery funding.  The resident stated that the parish, in particular Tilstock, is neglected by Shropshire Council.  The Clerk gave an update on the jetting and sweeping programme. No weed spraying service is undertaken by Shropshire Council.  The resident cited Much Wenlock which appears to have the weeds growing in the gutters by the verges sprayed up to the walls of properties. The resident suggested that CiL money should be used to carry out routine maintenance in the Parish.  
The Chair reported that a drain outside 3 Steel Road is still blocked despite it having been reported several times.

94/18
To receive apologies/note absences

Cllrs W Allen was absent. Apologies were received from Cllr Butler.
95/18
To receive Declarations of Disclosable Pecuniary (or any other) Interests or Dispensation 
Requests in accordance with the Code of Conduct

None received. 
96/18
Approval of the Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 2nd July 2018 and the Extraordinary Meeting held on 30th July 2018
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of 2nd July.  Cllr Taylor   proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed.  The Chair duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.
Councillors confirmed that they had received and read the Minutes of 2nd July.  Cllr Power proposed them to be a true and accurate record of the Meeting, seconded by Cllr Dodd, all agreed.  The Chair duly signed the Minutes. Resolved.
97/18
Matters arising from the Minutes not otherwise included on the agenda
No matters were raised.
98/18
Reports from Meetings attended and action taken from the approved Minutes: 
a)
Parish Councillors’ reports


No reports given.
b)
Unitary Councillor’s report
Cllr Dakin reported that there is now only one traffic engineer covering the whole county, whose previous remit had been concentrated on the north.  As a result the 30mph limit installation in Ash Parva has been delayed. The engineer has made assurances to progress the scheme asap.  
The police have considered the A525 area near Broughall and have agreed to investigate a 50mph which would be enforced and a solid white line in the middle of the road. VAS have been suggested which would need to be paid for by the Parish Council.  The last accident involved a regular Thursday  night motorcyclist who had been travelling at 100mph.  Cllr Dodd confirmed that the owner of Weaver Transport has agreed for the hedge to be cut back to improve visibility.  

99/18
Housekeeping

a) Website – To consider items for inclusion 

No items brought forward.
b) Acceptance of DIPA report from DPO

Councillors agreed to accept the recommendations. The Chair duly signed the document following the proposal to accept by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Thornhill, all agareed. Resolved. 
100/18
Parish/Ward Matters: 
a)
Street Lights/General Maintenance and or Repairs to include:  

-
Playground: To receive and consider annual playground inspection reports

Councillors confirmed that they had received and read this year’s annual safety inspection report.  No items were raised for attention in Ash. Tilstock repairs noted. 
-
Street lighting: To receive reports of matters requiring attention

The street light outside the Old School House has been repaired. The illuminated signage is also now working. A LH ‘give way’ sign has been knocked over, the post is in place but the actual sign has been removed. 

b)
Highways & Environmental Health/Services:
-
To receive items to report /update of works previously requested

The update on the sweeping/jetting programme was given under a previous item.  A list of outstanding jobs is to be given to Cllr Dakin to follow up.  
-
Road Closures: To receive notifications

No immediately local closures to report.
-
Footpaths – to discuss complaint received regarding blocked footpaths due to crop planting

Cllr Dodd to make local enquiries and to seek assurances that planting will not block the paths next year. Cllr Dakin reported a footpath blocked by maize at the common.
Cllr Dakin asked to follow up on the car auction parking cars on the fields .

-
To approve cost for installation of Brown Moss road name signs

The Clerk reported that a quote had been received for the installation of the 3 new name location signs for Brown Moss. The cost is charged at a daily rate of £392.05 plus materials. The Clerk has requested that the fallen Ash Lane sign is re-installed at the same time. Councillor  Dodd proposed accepting the quote, seconded by Cllr Hunter, all agreed. Clerk to inform Shropshire Council.

101/18

Correspondence
a)
To acknowledge correspondence received & circulated via email to include SALC bulletins, NALC updates, Town & Parish Council Forum 3/9/18; SC rural youth activity fund; Thank you from Salop Wheelers: All noted.



102/18

 Planning: 

a)
To receive & consider response to applications & to note decisions 
i)
Applications: 

18/03495/LBC  (validated: 10/08/2018)
Address:  Tilstock Hall, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3NR
Proposal:  Replace 3no first floor windows affecting a grade II listed building
No concerns or objections were raised.  Cllr Power proposed supporting the scheme, seconded by Cllr Taylor. All agreed. 

18/03713/FUL  (validated: 17/08/2018)
Address:  9 The Pastures, Tilstock, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 3LP
Proposal:  Erection of mixed used part open fronted building for storage of machinery, 3 stables/tack room, feed/bedding storage; formation of riding/exercise manege
No concerns or objections were raised.  Cllr Power proposed supporting the scheme, seconded by Cllr Taylor. All agreed. 

ii)
Decisions: 

18/01541/FUL  (validated: 10/04/2018)
Address:  Barns To The West Of Hollins House Farm, Hollins Lane, Tilstock, Shropshire
Proposal:  Application under Section 73A of the Town and Country Planning Act 1990 for conversion to one dwelling, formation of new access and installation of foul drainage system
Decision:  Grant Permission
18/02467/LBC  (validated: 18/06/2018)
Address:  7 Ash Magna, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4DR
Proposal:  Replacement windows of the property incl French Doors affecting a Grade II Listed Bldg
Decision:  Grant Permission

18/01586/REM  (validated: 17/04/2018)
Address:  Proposed Residential Development South Of Ash Hall, Ash Magna, Whitchurch, 

Proposal:  Reserved Matters application pursuant to Outline Planning Permission 14/03484/OUT for the erection of 6 no. dwellings and renovation of 'The Smithy' to include access, appearance, layout, scale and landscaping
Decision:  Grant Permission

14/00086/FUL  (validated: 03/02/2014)
Address:  Holiday Cottage, Ivy Farm, Broughall, Whitchurch, Shropshire, SY13 4EE
Proposal:  Conversion of holiday let to residential dwelling with annex and outbuildings

Decision:  Grant Permission
It was noted that a further application to convert a dutch barn had been refused. 

Cllr Thornhill voiced concern and regret that Parish Council comments relating to a recent application had been overlooked by Shropshire Council.
103/18

Finance:
a) Cash book & Bank reconciliation – For information/approval
The latest cash book and bank reconciliation were circulated for information. Bank statements were made available for inspection. The Chair signed off the latest bank reconciliation as approved following comparison with the statements as proposed by Cllr Power, seconded by Cllr Allen. 
b) To approve invoices presented for payment (to include those presented post agenda publication)
All invoices and salary payments were proposed for payment by Cllr Power , seconded by Cllr Allen, all agreed. The cheques were duly signed.  The Clerk is to obtain a new mandate to update signatories.

c) Insurance – Cancellation of Zurich policy/renewal of Came & Co policy; Review of terms
The Clerk presented the invoice for approval.  The Zurich policy has been cancelled.  
d) To approve quotation for replacement pond liner/fencing for Ash Parva pond & to consider insurance cover/liability for health & safety
The Clerk had circulated an email update as to the requirements for insurance should the Parish Council assume responsibility for a pond.  PLI would be sufficient cover. A risk assessment would need to be carried out and weekly safety checks to ensure that all reasonable steps were being taken to safeguard the public.  No fencing would be necessary but safety equipment and signage should be provided.
Following discussions at the 30th July meeting at which expenditure towards the cost of a new liner was approved, Councillors discussed the question of ownership of the land which would need to be settled before the Parish Council could consider taking over responsibility for the pond.  Councillors agreed that no funding could be given towards improvements to the pond if it is indeed in private ownership.  In light of this, Councillors agreed to put on hold any expenditure.  Under the terms of the planning permission for the new houses the developer is responsible for any enhancements to the pond.  It was confirmed that a pipe has been installed to feed rainwater from half of the roofs of houses 7 and 8 into the pond.  Councillors agreed that the terms of the planning permission would need to be confirmed as it had been understood that the surface water drainage from the plots would be dealt with by soakaways.  It was further confirmed that the overflow would be going to a drain in the road. Affirmation of ecological safety would need to be provided and proof that there would be no risk of flooding or contamination before the Parish Council could assume responsibility.  The pond measures 19m x 14m and has been ‘opened up’.

Councillor Hunter proposed that a land registry search is carried out to establish ownership, seconded by Cllr Taylor, all agreed.

An enquiry has been received by the Shropshire Star in relation to the pond. The Clerk was asked to respond that the pond is believed to be in private ownership, therefore, the Parish Council is unable to comment.  


e)
War memorial cleaning – quotations for comparison/acceptance

The Clerk reported that 3 companies were approached at the end of July/beginning of August. So far only one quote has been received. The companies have all been approached to remind them of the request for quotations.  The quotation for one memorial was for £780 + VAT. A quote for the recommended re-pointing of the joints to the stepped courses would be an additional £540.00.  To update Councillors as soon as the other quotes have been received.  

	Recipient
	Date
	Purpose
	Amount
	Cheque No:
	Power of expenditure

	Employee
	30/06/18
	Salary 
	£376.48
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	HMRC
	02/07/18
	PAYE
	£0.16
	100362
	LGA 1972 s112

	Employee
	30/07/18
	Salary 
	£376.48
	SO
	LGA 1972 s112

	HMRC
	02/08/18
	PAYE
	£0.16
	100363
	LGA 1972 s112

	Came & Co
	25/07/18
	Insurance
	£881.21
	100364
	LGA 1972 s111

LGA 2000 s101


War Memorials Act 1923 s1

	Playsafety
	10/08/18
	Playground inspections
	£176.40
	100365
	LG Misc Prov Act 1976 s19 (1) & (2) 

	J Evans
	03/09/18
	Locum Clerk fee
	£50.00
	100366
	LGA 1972 s112


104/18

Items for inclusion on the next agenda 

To enable Councillors to put forward items for the next agenda: Smartwater offer to be investigated.  
There being no further business the Chair thanked all those present for attending and declared the Meeting closed at 8:23pm.
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