The Grinsdale Drowning
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The Fatal Accident at Grinsdale. Mr John Carrick, coroner for East Cumberland held an inquest yesterday upon the body of Private Stimpson, one of three soldiers drowned in the river Eden at Grinsdale, near Carlisle, on Monday, while engaged in a paper chase. Captain Wood, of the Border Regiment, said the chase had been organised by the officers and the sergeant-major of the depot. He and Lieutenant Caird went over the course on the previous day and arranged for a boat to be near the ford at Grinsdale, which was described to him by a local farmer as quite practicable, although the river was then swollen. On reaching the river on Monday as one of the hares, he found the river much more swollen. He entered the water expecting to ford it and seeing no danger. He had not advanced more than 10 feet when he found there was difficulty, and he was just going to give the alarm when the two corporals with him were carried off their feet and he followed. They had to swim about 25 yards; he had to assist the corporals out, because they were exhausted. On looking back he saw the whole of the hounds watching them, and he never dreamt that they would follow after seeing the danger. He thought they would cross by the boat, which they would see. The men who were drowned had run two and a quarter miles, and would be heated and exhausted, and consequently less able to resist the force of the stream. He and the corporals stated off again and returned to Carlisle. Lieutenant Caird, the next witness, said he and about seven others attempted to cross the river. It was shallow where he entered and he did not apprehend any danger; but he lost his footing and had to swim, Corporal Doyle deposed that he swam across without difficulty, and when he saw the deceased in the water he seemed to have none. John Pearson, blacksmith at Grinsdale, said he got out the boat in obedience to shouts of the soldiers on the other side of the river, and immediately saw three men swimming. One was crying for help. He tried to save the man, but could not. The ford was safe and not knee deep on Sunday, but no man could wad it on Monday. The coroner said the evidence left no doubt of the death resulting from pure accident; but the action of the officers and hares was, in his opinion, indiscreet and rash. The sport was innocent in itself, and if any reflection arose as to the way it was carried out he could not suggest there was such negligence as would render anybody culpably responsible. The jury returned a verdict that the death of deceased was purely accidental. A subscription is being made for the widows of the two married men drowned.

