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GUNTHORPE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of the Full Parish Council Meeting Held on 
Wednesday 22nd October 2025 at 7.15 pm in the Village Hall

Present: Cllrs: Tony Everington (TE – Chair), Lesley Jeffery (LJ – Vice Chair), Chris Cope (CC), Ray George (RG), Nick Hill (NH), Lyn Palmer (LP)
In Attendance: Naomi Cope (NC - Clerk), Cllr Roger Jackson (RJ) and one member of the public

	Year and Minute
	DISCUSSION AND DECISIONS

	
	Public Participation: A member of the public commented that the letter to Marston’s (see item 118) was good.  He asked whether there was an update on safety measures for the junction at A6097, but there currently is not.  He also commented that the St George’s flag has been removed and he does not know who has removed it or where it is.  NC commented that a parishioner had emailed in regarding the St George’s flag on Saturday as they didn’t think it gives a welcoming impression for the village given the current controversy over the flag. However, by Monday the flag had been taken down by persons unknown.  ACTION: NC to write back to the parishioner and explain that the flag has been taken down.  NC to comment on Facebook to ask for the flag to be returned and if it is not then report the theft to the police. 
Cllrs resolved to order a remembrance flag to put up for the forthcoming Remembrance Day commemorations.

	108/25
	To receive and accept apologies for absence: None

	109/25
	To receive and note declarations of interest: It was noted that Cllr Cope’s wife is the clerk. None others noted.

	110/25
	To accept as a true record of the meeting the Minutes of the previous meeting: 
Minutes from the meeting held on 24th September 2025 were accepted as a true record of the meeting and signed by the Chair.

	111/25
	To receive and note reports from District and County Councillors: Cllr Jackson (arrived at 1915) reported that the road resurfacing was complete and Cllrs commented that the road noise has dropped significantly.  There is still drainage work to do but they need to do this in daylight.  A lot of outlets have been blocked with various cabling, which has damaged some pipework.  Cllr Jackson had previously sent out an email about the roundabout, he is still trying to push for this but there is not much positivity towards it.  He will be at the meeting about road safety with Ellie Jaycock on 29th October.  He has got Main Street down as one of the top three roads to be resurfaced next year.  
Cllr Cope raised the increased speed that cars travel at down Main Street.  Cllr Jackson will ask for tubes to be put out to measure speed.  Cllr Jackson sent an email out about the Community Development Fund – people should send applications to him to sign it. 
ACTION: Cllr George to write a letter of thanks to the road team for their great work on A6097.

	112/25
	Planning: 
a. Applications: 25/01662/HOUSE|Removal of existing conservatory and replace with brick built structure, with a lean to roof with tiles and velux roof lights|15 Hobsons Acre Gunthorpe NG14 7FF: No objections

25/01539/FUL|Conversion of barn to two dwellings (retrospective)|Lodge Farm Lowdham Road Gunthorpe NG14 7ES: Cllrs were pleased that this dwelling would now be registered and paying the appropriate rates.  The proposal must be acceptable to Highways and any flood plans. Otherwise No Objections.

25/00726/OUT|Creation of 8 additional residential units.|Lowdham Cars Lowdham Road Gunthorpe NG14 7ER: 
Previous plans on this site have been rejected.  The application states that the houses would be raised to allow water to flow during flooding.  Cllrs were concerned that this site is in the lowest area of the flood corridor.  The plans on the website look like the houses are on the street level.  Cllrs were concerned as to where the flood water would go as the houses are in the flood corridor for water to disperse from A6097 to the fields and back into the river.  Also of concern is the closeness to access and egress from the village and closeness to other businesses in the area.  It was also previously rejected as there were too many buildings in a small area and that there is no turning circle for large vehicles.  This has not changed on the new plans. Vote to REJECT.  
 
b. Decisions: 25/01325/ADV|Erection of 4 fascia signs (retrospective)|The Anchor 80 Main Street Gunthorpe NG14 7EU : PERMITTED

25/01342/FUL|Installation of a Marquee with a retractable roof in the courtyard|The Anchor 80 Main Street Gunthorpe NG14 7EU: PERMITTED Cllr George commented that the restrictions on music is still 9pm regardless of whether the roof is used or not.

25/01241/FUL|External seating, bar area and wall.|Tom Browns Brasserie The Old School House Trentside Gunthorpe Nottingham NG14 7FB: REFUSED

GPC have sent in planning requests for investigation for the site next to Rove! as the ground has been flattened and a bund has been built up.  Also, Lowdham’s Caravans took much of the road waste and have got it stored on the car park and GPC would like to investigate whether they are planning to raise the ground of their car park, as this may affect how the water will flow in the area during a flood.

	113/25
	Financial Matters:
a. To note payments received and authorise accounts for payment – Clerk pay for Oct, Cllr training (£90), salt bins (£372) APPROVED.  Direct debit payments for Public Works Loans (£1075.53), Website (£11.99), defib pads (£326.38) and payment for dog bin emptying (£1148.16) NOTED. 
b. To approve monthly bank reconciliation: APPROVED by the Chair.  
c. Interim report from external auditor has been displayed for 3 weeks. It was resolved to display until end of October, although information can still be requested for up to 5 years.

	114/25
	Environmental Matters/Nature reserve: NC had sent the dog bin contract to Cllrs for consideration as to whether this met the needs of the parish. Cllr Cope wondered whether all of the bins need emptying twice weekly.  Cllr Kent thought there were too many at the riverfront and the one opposite Fearon Close was rarely used.  ACTION: NC to investigate further.
Cllr Hill reported that they have completed the footbridge at the nature reserve and done a good job.  The tree replacements are going to arrive mid-November and Richard will do a cut then too.  

	[bookmark: _Hlk99437853]115/25
	Flood Resilience Scheme: Cllr George said that everything is up to date.  He has made enquiries about servicing the pumps – it can be done by anyone with mechanical knowledge.  He will ask a contact in the village if they can test them for us.  He doesn’t think GPC need any more grant money.  He said GPC will need to get batteries for lights, but it wouldn’t be expensive.
Cllr Palmer confirmed that she and Cllr George have both received a flood warning today so the warning system is working ok.

	116/25
	Highways and public rights of way: A meeting has been arranged by Cllr Jackson with Ellie Jaycock on 29th October regarding road safety, including the speed limit on the A6097.
Cllr George has got the report from the drainage team for the work carried out near Fuller’s.  There were some blockages and work to do.  They have done some already and will be doing a big job on drainage in the future.

	117/25
	Village Hall, Play park and playground: Cllr Jeffery had sent out 3 quotes for benches.  She has found a picnic table and bench from the same company made from plastic composite.  Cllr Jeffery said a fixing kit can be ordered at the same time.  Cllr Hill said that Richard will fit it.  It would be helpful if it fitted in with his work at the Nature Reserve in November.  It was confirmed that GPC are buying them on behalf of the Village Hall.  ACTION: LJ will send to NC to order and be delivered to the Village Hall.
Cllr Jeffery reported that a leaf blower has been ordered for the village hall to blow leaves off the car park in preparation before any storms.  

	118/25
	Marston’s Riverside: NC and CC have drafted a letter to Marston’s regarding the meeting last month at the riverside with Philip Gorry.  The letter was sent to Cllrs for consideration before the meeting. APPROVED.  ACTION: NC to send letter

	119/25
	Website update: NC asked what format the Cllrs wanted their council-owned email addresses to take.  It was resolved that they would all be the same format of firstname.surname@gunthorpeparishcouncil.gov.uk.  ACTION: NC to order the addresses.

	120/25
	School sign:  Cllr Jeffery raised that the school sign is hidden and some families are unaware that a school was in the village.  ACTION: LJ to contact Louise Poole-Richardson at Highways to investigate getting a bigger sign.

	121/25
	IT and data breach policy: The policies were sent out before the meeting.  It was resolved to adopt these.  ACTION: NC will add them to the website

	122/25
	Council Awards Scheme:  NC attended an online webinar about Council Awards.  GPC would only be able to apply for a Bronze award as fewer than 25% of Cllrs have stood for election.  NC explained that it would be better to wait until the previous AGARs have all been finalised and certificates issued before looking into the awards in more detail.

	123/25
	[bookmark: _Hlk99438173]To note correspondence:  All correspondence was circulated before the meeting.  A parishioner emailed about CCTV in the village and the possibility of it being installed. Cllr George reported the issues with the putting up screens, monitoring and GDPR issues with storing and sharing CCTV images.  Cllrs felt that the logistics are too much for GPC to take on.  Cllr George said that on a recent Councillor training course only one parish in 28 Councils have CCTV which is being monitored by Notts CC at Newark, but it is not feasible for GPC to manage this sort of operation.

	124/25
	AOB: Cllr George has made enquiries into Brookside planning conditions – they have 2 conditions left to tick off – the driveway and waste disposal.  He also chased up on the broken crash barrier – he has not had a response from Via.  From the training he has completed – we should be using a small grants form.  It was Agreed to continue as we are with letters asking for grants instead.  He reported we also need a Sexual Harassment policy and someone needs to be trained in Employment Legislation.  Cllr Cope will look to see if there is one he can attend at work.
Cllr Palmer confirmed that there is usually a brief meeting in December, but asked whether we have to do that.  It was AGREED not to have a meeting in December.
Cllr Hill asked if there was a Christmas event at the riverside – Cllr Jeffery confirmed it is on 5th December. 
It was discussed whether there will be enough members for a meeting in November.  It was agreed it will be quorate.
NC will not be at the next meeting.  She will prepare all the paperwork and CC will take the minutes.

	125/25
	Matters for Next Agenda: Registration of the Church as a Community Building

	126/25
	Private & Confidential: 
None

	127/25
	Meeting Closed: There being no further business the Chair closed the meeting at 20.35
Date of next Parish Council meeting:  Wednesday 26th November at 7.15pm







Approved by the Chair on Wednesday 26th November 2025, Signed:


