HERE GDES another summer with
Tthe blink of an eye. | am convincad
they are getting shorter, even though
this year, in most of the UK at least, we
did enjoy some extended periods of warm
sunshine, So, now we mave indaoars and
at the end of this article is a box with
some reminders about the fundamental
differences in the laws of bowls indoors
and outdoors that you should be aware of
- bt of course you should be aware of all
the laws, shouldn't youl

THE ART OF MARKING

This summer | have been taking the
opportunity ta watch some of the varying
marking skills that have been on display
during singles competitions. That Is not to
say that | haven't done so in the past but
this year | had a particular interest in having
a loak at the standard that was out there.
That's because, as Mational Developrent
Officer far the English Umpires Association, |
have been tazked with formalising a training
pragramme, spacifically for markers,
Marking is a vital role and, whilst in the past
we have consistently delivered some content
in Qur umpire training programme, it is tme
to expand on it and make it more formal,
It will be & key part of the development of
our umpires but will also help those club
members interested in learning a few more
skills.

| was pleasantly surprised, on the one
hand, by the high standard of marking
shown at the major championships up to
national level. On the other hand, | was
also quite disappointed, and in some cases
harrified by the simple mistakes and shoddy
warkmanship of oflicials at a more local
level, Don't get me wrong, the same poor
standards can be seen at higher levels as
well but experience shines through in most
Cases,

KNOWING THE BASICS

Laaking at this from the very roat of our
sport, it got me thinking about how vital
it is to have a marker that has at least the
very basic knowledge of the way the game
of singles should work, After all, it is not
at all uncomman for club singles matches
to e marked by spouses, best mates or
Club stalwarts. Of course, some of these
individuais may well just be stepping on
to the rink to centre the jack and to keep
the score, and In many cases, that is pretty
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This delivery, aivce again, is fine indoors. Howewver,
outdoors, neither of the feet are HILLY on the mat
and sa this would be a foai-fault, even though her
|eft foat 15 5o neardy fully on the mat. Don't give the

lmipire @ reason to pl you wp.

much all they need to do, But | find it such
a shame that it should be that way. Marking
is a skill, an art. and 5o much more than
standing at the end of a rink centring a
jack. Thera is that much mare in fact that
the EEUA dedicates a whole chapter of its
umpires’ fraining manual and almost hall
of the aocompanying OVD just to marking
skills. and now we are hoping to dedicate a
whale course to it

We cannot, of course, take away the
sterling wark that many willing club
members and experienced officials do by
running their own local marking courses
at their clubs or in their counties; this is to
be applauded and encouraged. However, it
would be great to see a consistent message
being delivered throughout the land - and
indeed the world for that matter. | am
hoplng that within my own assoclation,

It i completedy legal indoors to have ‘par”
of your foot over the mat rather than the
wihole foot, whereas outdoors. this would be
oounted a5 a foot Fault. Thus, indoars, this stance Is
begail, buit osbdoors it i not,

the great foundaticn that my Internatianal
colleague and predecessar, Andy Ewens,
laid some years ago can be enhanced and
we can maintain the high stendard that
was set back then. We need a standard
message 50 that no matter which marker
steps onta the green, the two singles
players know what to expect and can play
their game frae from distractions and
game changing errcrs caused by a neutral
peerson.

If you are interested in leamning the finer
intricacies of the art of marking, why not
cantact your national umpires’ association
or local representatives to see what is on
offer. In the very near future, those of you in
Englanc will see a new marker programmae
which will farm the faundation of training of
officials in our own association.

But, in the meantime, please see a list of
things to remamber with regard 1o the laws
when vou play indoors:

Laws to remember going indoors,
‘applicable to England only:

*  The second should keep the
scorecard in faurs.

*  There is no need to stand with one.
foot fully an the mat befare you
deliver @ bowl or jack. Don't forget
that the whole or part of one foot
munbew&mlnﬂwmﬂmﬁthe
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= And finally, there are same subtle
Mmumnm
when bowls and jacks are displaced,

*  Make sure you are familiar with the
laws by purchasing a capy of the law
bmkﬁwymrb:hldubwﬁnm
the indoor assodiation. £3 & not oo
miuch to pay out ta avoid the many
dispuites that can happer.
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