


[bookmark: _Hlk71306648]Minutes of the Meeting of
Carlton-on-Trent Parish Council held on
Tuesday 7th November 2023 at 7.30pm 
in Carlton on Trent Village Hall

Present: 
Cllr L Hopkins (Chair), Cllr M Martin (Vice-Chair), Cllr M Eley, Cllr G Hendrickson, Cllr M Hopkins, Cllr J Mear, DCllr S Michael, T Grimes (Clerk) and 5 members of the public.

1. To consider any apologies for absence
FM sent apologies as he was ill, these were accepted. 
CCllr BL gave apologies as he had another meeting.
DCllr SM gave apologies for arriving late having come from another meeting.

2. To receive any declarations of interest in items on the agenda
MM declared an interest in the clerk’s wages and kiosk payments. 

3. To accept the minutes of the Parish Council meeting held Tuesday 3rd October 2023 
The minutes were accepted as a true record and duly signed by the chair.

4. 10-minute open forum to receive questions and comments from members of the public 
The chair moved items 7 and 13d to allow the public to comment on each and leave thereafter if they wished. 
Item 7 flooding: The public expressed concerns about the severity of the floods on 20th October. Councillors and residents were keen to ensure there was no criticism of what anyone did; indeed it was noted a number of times that everyone was very helpful and did their best in awful circumstances. 
It was suggested that the A1 had been pumped into the dike which hadn’t been dredged. No-one could confirm whether this was the case but there was a sudden change in water level and it was definitely caused by surface water not the river bursting its banks. It was suggested that the high level of the river impeded the unprecedented surface water levels from escaping via the dikes. Concerns were also raised that residents had contacted Severn Trent twice about turning on the pump house because sewage was backing up but they said they weren’t responsible for the pump house and it wasn’t switched on. It wasn’t clear whether that would have impacted on flood levels as some believed run off water and sewage were kept separate. 
It was agreed that whatever the reason for the high water, traffic from the A1 made it far worse and the community can learn from what happened to ensure that if it happens again, the damage can be limited. 
7a Support for residents. Residents asked whether they could have sand bags to keep at home in case it happened again but it was explained that this wasn’t possible; they need to be stored centrally so that they can go to the properties that most need them at the time. It was clarified that residents could go to the store rather than wait for the flood warden to get to their property; the more people dishing them out, the faster they would be in place to prevent damage. 
7b Devising a flood plan. It was agreed that a flood plan would help to ensure a swifter more effective response if this should happen again. A number of suggestions were made regarding communication and being better informed but it was decided that this would be better determined outside of this meeting.
7c Signage Scheme. The clerk had circulated information on a scheme which enabled residents to be trained and to implement road closures when appropriate rather than having to wait for Highways to respond. MM had already registered his interest and a resident from Moorhouse were able to explain that they were part way through training and this needs a team of people not just one. GH and LH were both interested so it was agreed this should be put in the newsletter to see if residents might also be volunteer.
7d Residents Meeting: It was felt that a meeting for residents would be ideal for compiling information and devising a plan and it was agreed that it should be held prior to a Council meeting and 2nd January at 7pm. The clerk was asked to invite NSDC, Severn Trent, Highways and the Environment Agency. When their responses are known it was agreed a newsletter should be sent out to residents.
7e Feedback: The chair asked that any information on what happened and suggestions for improved responses be forwarded to the council for collating.
Item 13d Solar Farm: The clerk outlined a letter and tabled a map regarding a large scale solar development and asked if the council wished to meet with the proposers.
LH suggested that the council should meet Elements Green to find out more but that it should all be done at their expense and they should be responsible for booking a hall, leafleting residents and explaining the project. It was noted that this was the first scheme of this scale and would be of national significance, setting a precedent for others across the country. It was noted that it was being determined by the planning inspectorate rather than the local planning authority which would mean that its likelihood of success will depend heavily upon the priorities of the leading political party in 2025 when the plan is submitted.
13e Notts ALC: The clerk noted that Notts ALC had asked whether the council would be interested in meeting other councils impacted by the scheme for sharing information and working together, to which she had answered yes. She also noted that the clerk to Sutton and Muskham Councils had contacted everyone and was co-ordinating activity including production of a better map which included all solar farms in the area to show the full impact.

5. To note the following matters arising from previous minutes 
a. Kiosk Electricity Supply
The clerk informed the meeting that there had been no response from npower but that looking back at emails, it was npower that quoted a ridiculous price for disconnection previously. 
b. Hugo Fox charges
The clerk informed the meeting of an email from Hugofox confirming the free access through to March 2024, but noting that it was subject to taking a full year’s subscription thereafter at 15% discount, if the council moved its website provision elsewhere in the interim, Hugofox would charge for any free months.

6. To receive updates on any District and County Councillor matters
DCllr SM reported that the glass recycling scheme had been put back because the new council had different priorities and likewise the Community grant scheme had been changed meaning that there are no longer small grants of £5000available to smaller parishes like Carlton on Trent.

7. To review the events of 20th October and consider:
a. whether PC support is possible for those affected
Prior to the meeting the clerk received questions about the council providing skips for flood damaged carpets and furniture. A legal enquiry was submitted to NALC Legal Team to find out whether there was any power to do so. The response explained that the council had no specific powers to help financially or to provide skips for non-salvageable property. It was suggested they could apply for grants to pass on to residents or use a general power known as s137. The clerk informed the meeting that the limit on spending is currently £9.93 per elector (197) ie £1956.21 which would only pay for about 7 small skips or 3 large ones and since spend has to be commensurate with the level of benefit it would not be possible to use the full amount to benefit some 20 properties. It was agreed that paying for 1 skip would not even remove all the carpets let alone furniture. The informed councillors that NSDC & N&S Homes were providing support and there was now a Council Tax rebate available to those who had to leave their properties. DCllr SM was able to confirm that NSDC had no power to provide not provide skips either but they were offering to collect damaged items free of charge either from affected properties or from a central collection point. She also noted that Notts County Council Flood Recovery Scheme is offering £120 per household for affected properties. It was therefore decided that the role of the parish council should be to disseminate information rather than to provide direct support. It was estimated 23 houses were impacted but to ensure no-one was missed the information should go in the next newsletter to all households.
b. whether a PC flood plan is needed
Covered under the public session. 
c. joining NCC Flood Signage Scheme
Covered under the public session
d. whether a residents’ meeting is needed
Covered under the public session. 
e. providing a report of events for feedback to other agencies
Covered under the public session. 

8. To consider D-Day celebrations
It was agreed to defer this item to the December agenda.

9. To set a date for a litter pick
The next litter pick was set for 10am on 16th March 2024. It was agreed to circulate details of this in the newsletter.

10. To consider ways to spend the remaining CIL money 
The clerk confirmed that the paint and equipment had been purchased for the repaint of the kiosk. The clerk raised the idea of disconnecting the electric as part of the revamp and was tasked with asking NSDC whether this would be acceptable under CIL regulations.


11. To receive feedback on the following meetings
a. Balderton PC – NHS public meeting
No-one attended the meeting.
b. Safer Neighbourhoods Group (MH)
MH informed council that he had updated the forum with the fact there had been fewer incidents of youths by river in Carlton. Flooding was raised and it was apparent Cromwell had similar issues with A1 water run off and the flood signage scheme was promoted. Laxton & Moorhouse reported already being part of the scheme but sadly only part way through training when the floods hit. Sutton reported an incident following the festival and that they are carrying on with the speed awareness scheme. Little Carlton had suffered a burglary and a quad bike was taken in Caunton but generally crime had been low of late.
12. To consider responding to the following consultations:
a. Notts CC – have your say on the budget
It was felt a council response was not required; this was more of a personal opinion which councillors would complete individually and the clerk was asked to display the poster encouraging residents to respond.
b. NSDC – local development framework plan review
MM reported looking at a very lengthy document but couldn’t see anything to comment on; mention was made of Sutton needing to provide 44 homes but they had already done that. DCllr SM explained that most of the changes related to traveller sites. It was agreed no response was necessary.

13. To consider responding to the following correspondence
a. Newark Health Consultative Group – meeting rep request
No-one was able to commit the time to attend meetings.
b. VIA – footway to the Great Northern Inn
The clerk read out the response from Highways explaining that work to remove grass would damage the pavement surface so this would not be done. There was however, mention of raising the matter of resurfacing for future consideration via Muskham CCllr. It seemed odd that Muskham should be involved rather than our CCllr so DCllr SM said she would speak to CCllr BL. MM informed the meeting that he had reported the state of the surface near the cross roads personally and got a response saying it wouldn’t be done, but noted that work had now started to resurface that end of the pavement.
c. Lincs & Notts Air Ambulance – supporting them in 3 ways
The clerk asked councillors if they wished to support the scheme. It was felt that arranging a talk would be inappropriate; it would only result in a small number of attendees making it very costly for little benefit to the scheme. They did however feel posters should go on the noticeboard and website to support the scheme and if there was anything relevant at the time of newsletters, it could be included.
d. Elements Green – Great North Road Solar Park
Covered under the public session.

e. Notts ALC – energy developments in the area
Covered under the public session.
14. To consider the following financial matters
a. To note the bank reconciliation
This was checked and signed by the chair.
b. To approve the following payments 
i. Clerk’s wages and HMRC – usual amount
ii. Litter bin – No invoice yet received
iii. Dog bin emptying - £68.64
iv. Kiosk Paint – 48.60
v. Kiosk sand paper and masking tape - £4.98, £5.75, plus £6.99 for brushes


RESOLVED: To make the payments identified above.
(proposed LH, seconded ME, carried unanimously, MM did not vote) 

To raise any other business which may need to be included on the agenda of the next meeting
A council representative that came out during the flood asked LH why Carlton weren’t using the Lengthsman scheme as the funding was there to be had. The clerk noted that the decision not to join the scheme had not just rested upon the fact that they can’t work in 60mph speed areas so couldn’t clear the path to the railway, but also on the burden of proving the work done and implementing payroll, plus the provision of equipment and insurance. At the time of the decision it had been felt that the benefits were limited and did not warrant the associated ‘costs’.
The clerk reported that a pay award had been agreed for local government staff so this would be on the next agenda for approval.
The clerk tabled a copy of Clerks and Councils Direct for circulation.
GH raised the question of flooding occurring before the meeting in January to develop a flood plan. It was agreed a WhatsApp group would help to alert councillors who could each alert neighbours ensuring there was as much help as possible. MH set up the group during the conversation.

2. To note the date of the next meeting 
The next meeting will be 5th December 2023 at 7.30pm.

The meeting closed at 20.55.
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