
MEETING OF

FINMERE PARISH COUNCIL

Minutes of meeting held on 4th November 2025 at Finmere Village Hall
Present:-
Councillors, Mike Kerford-Byrnes (MKB) (Chair), Katherine Grimston (KG) (Vice Chair), Mike Kirby (MK), Joanne Brooks (JB), Richard Billingham (RB), Marcia Clydesdale (MC) and Clerk and RFO Sharron Chalcraft (SC). 
In attendance:- 
Two members of the public were present.
1.  APOLOGIES (19.31)

Apologies were received from County Cllr Will Boucher-Giles (WBG), District Cllr Nigel Simpson (NS), District Cllr Grace Conway-Murray (GCM) and Cllr Steve Trice (ST).
2.  DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST AND INVOLVEMENT (19.32)

KG declared an interest in flooding matters.    
3.  MINUTES (19.33)

The minutes of the meeting of 7th October 2025 were unanimously approved by all councillors present.
Resolved  (i) SC to place the minutes on the web.  

4.  DISTRICT COUNCILLOR’S REPORT (19.34)

Updates had been given in email form by WBG and GCM, These were read and discussed.

Resolved  (i) To note the position.  

5.  OPEN FORUM (19.38)

No issues were raised by the members of the public present.
Resolved  (i) To note the position.

6.  MATTERS ARISING (19.39)
6.01
Sports Pavilion Issues  The ongoing issues were discussed.  
Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  MKB is to finish checking the final draft of the lease.      
6.02
Spinney Developments  Matters were discussed.            

Resolved (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  There will be a planting day on November 15th, with the cooperation of the River Thame Conservation Trust and hopefully with local volunteers.  (iii)  There will be a working party, with a request for volunteers, to plant the replacement trees in the spinney in January.  (iv)  A general guide to planting in public areas has been provided by CDC, this is to be passed on to the planting designer.  (v)  Some signage may be required to inform the public of possible risk when the planting is complete.  
6.03
Flooding  (This item was dealt with at the end of the meeting so that KG could leave.)  There was again a detailed discussion. 

Resolved  (i) to carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to chase up riparian ownership issues with WBG.  (iii)  SC is to chase up a reply from Scott White (OCC) on Mere Rd issues.  

6.04
Speeding from the roundabout  GCM has reported the good news that the fitting of posts for the VAS signs is to be carried out free by OCC.     

Resolved (i) to merge this item with 6.09 as it now addresses more than one location within the village as there will be two VAS posts installed.    
6.05
Memorial to QEII and the Milestone  The bridge should be finished and opened in November.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  SC is to contact a resident, formerly a member of the History Society, who has extensive knowledge of the milestone so that they can be consulted.   
6.06
HS2 Funding for Play Area fence  There is still no news on HS2’s willingness to part fund the fence yet.                

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.                
6.07
Speeding  Nothing heard from OCC on this matter yet.      


Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda. (ii)  RB is to put a ‘’slow down’’ sign on the front of the non-functioning VAS sign.   
6.08
VAS Sign  This issue was discussed.  

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  This item will absorb Section 6.04 from now on.  (iii)  As the offer on two signs has now ended RB is to contact the company and obtain the best offer price possible.  (iv)  The purchase of the signs will then be decided under urgent business.  

6.09
Light pollution  GCM has confirmed that an enforcement is being looked into by Bucks CC.  
 
Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.     
6.10
Tree Checks  The issue was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The PC will add the boundary trees on the playing field to the PC list.  (iii)  Work continues on creating a comprehensive list of all trees that the PC is responsible for.
6.11
Memorial Wreath and Silent Soldier  The issue was discussed.

Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC is to pay for the wreath as it has been delivered.  (iii)  The silent soldier has arrived but, as the original soldier is now in place at the Cross Tree, the new soldier will be placed at the Jubilee Tree, by RB and MK.  
6.12
Grass Cutting Contractor  Some quotes are in preparation.        


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  The new quotes may be substantially higher, and the PC will need to bear this in mind when budgeting for next year.    

6.13
.gov.uk Website and Emails  Nothing has been heard yet.      


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.    

6.14
Problem Vehicles  The matter of vehicles being parked on public roads had been raised and ST looked into the matter.  


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.  (ii)  SC to write to any owners identified.

6.15
VE Day  The full breakdown of the figures for the day has now been supplied.

Resolved  (i)  To remove this item from the agenda.

6.16
Salt Bin  This has now been ordered and paid for in advance by the resident.


Resolved  (i)  To carry this item forward to the next agenda.

7.  FINANCIAL REPORT (20.19)

The monthly financial reports for October were presented.  Internal controls for October were carried out.  The invoices from the last meeting have been paid. The full list of invoices, both from the agenda and any arriving since, was presented and signed.         
It was reported that there was £24,570.06 in the Treasurer Account and £5,385.00 in the Business Money Manager Account. 

The following had been received during October:

£190.00 from Sports Club – grass cutting contribution
£360.00 from a resident – salt bin purchase price
The following had been paid out during September:

£70.00 to HMRC (General admin – income tax)

£302.02 to CDC (Running costs – dog bin emptying)

£280.00 to SW Services (Running costs – grass cutting)

£4.85 to Npower (Running costs – electricity – July to September)

£11.99 to Hugo Fox (c/o Go Cardless) (General admin – internet costs – pcm subscription)

£1.00 to HSBC (General admin – bank charges)

£210.00 to RBL (Capital expenditure – silent soldier)
£88.00 to HMRC (General admin – income tax)

£374.25 to SC – (LGA 1972 S112 – (Clerk & RFO duties/internet & website) 

£4.51 to SC - (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction - inaccurate direct debit - Sep)
£77.23 to SC – (LGA 1972 S112 – Payment correction d/d Oct – back pay)

The invoices listed on the agenda were presented for approval:

Clerk – Salary/expenses/allowances/tax – November - £461.72 (LGA 1972 S112)

Land Registry – purchase of title deeds for boundary property - £36.00 (General admin)
Npower electricity – electricity - £4.85 (Running costs)

RBL – silent soldier - £210.00 (Capital expenditure)
No other invoices had arrived.

Resolved (i) to accept the financial reports.  (ii) to approve payment of invoices.  
8. S19/S137/URGENT BUSINESS (20.29)
There have been no requests for S137.  Support for a neighbouring PC on planning and the location for the second VAS post had been decided under urgent business.     
Resolved (i) To note the position.    
9.  FINMERE LANDFILL SITE UPDATE (20.30)

No activity is reported.  There has been no quarry liaison meeting.  Other matters were discussed.
 Resolved (i) To note the position. 
10.  PLAYING FIELD PROGRESS AND CONDITION (20.38)
JB has walked the playing field this month and reports that all is well.  Other matters were discussed.            
Resolved (i)   SC will ask ST about the storage situation for the second sight screen.                  
11.  NEW RESIDENTS NOTIFICATIONS (20.40)
There have been some new residents this month.  A welcome letter needs to be delivered.                 

Resolved (i) To note the position.  (ii)  MC and MK are to deliver letters.
12.  REVIEW OF EQUALITY AND DIVERSITY POLICY (20.46)

The policy received its biennial review.  

Resolved  (i)  To keep the policy unaltered, proposed MKB, seconded MK, carried unanimously.  (ii)  To remove this item from the agenda.  
13.  PHONE BANKING  (20.48)

The matter was discussed.  

Resolved  (i)  SC is to purchase a Samsung tablet at a cost of £99, proposed MKB, seconded KG, carried unanimously.  (ii)  To remove this item from the agenda.
14.  DISPOSAL OF GRASS CUTTINGS  (20.50)
The issue was discussed.      
Resolved  (i) To remove this item from the agenda.  (ii)  SC is to ask the sports club to tidy up the grass cuttings pile by spreading it on the nettles, or something similar.    
15.  GARDENER REQUIREMENTS (20.52)

The future care of the replanted area at the site of the old play area was discussed.

Resolved  (i) To carry this item forward to such time as the replanting is completed.

16.  CHRISTMAS CAROL SERVICE AND LIGHTS (20.54)

A resident has been approached and is happy to turn on the lights on the evening of December 5th.  The fish and chip van will visit the village at 6pm, at 7.15 the lights will be turned on and carols sung, from 7.30 to 8.30 there will be more carols in the church, followed by mulled wine and mince pies.  Two strips of Christmas lights are not working. 

Resolved  (i)  JB is to place the lights purchased for the pop-up-pub in the tree as no replacement lights will arrive in time.  (ii)  Other councillors are to help with this if they are able.  (iii)  MKB is to produce a newsletter.
17.  PLANNING APPLICATIONS (21.04)

25/02532/SCH 17 – HS2 – re-submission relating to Newton Purcell to Finmere – no submissions can be made

25/02529/SCH17 – HS2 – scheme of mitigation for scheduled works in Finmere, Newton Purcell and Mixbury – no submissions can be made

Diversion of Highways – two sections of Finmere Bridleway 4 to be closed with diversions opened – see below

Resolved (i) SC is to submit a comment in response to the diversion of Finmere Bridleway 4 – to the effect that the PC would prefer a bridge to cross the track where the two sections meet, rather than diverting a long distance to the proposed bridge.  
18.  CORRESPONDENCE (21.20)
Correspondence for meeting 

None

Emails printed 

Issues already covered on the agenda

List of dogbin emptying info from CDC – see below
Emails forwarded 

Issues already covered on agenda

Volunteer Driver Service - £50 donation request – see below
Local government reorganisation meeting invite – see below
Age UK Black History Month update – for info 
Cost of living workshop info – for info
Climate adaptation workshop invite – see below
Mid-Cherwell movement and place engagement invite – see below
Emergency exercise volunteer request – for info
Parish liaison meeting invite for Nov 12th – see below
Parish flooding workshop presentation – for info
Meet the Paralympian invite – see below
Mental Health Training provision – for info
Vehicle and tool theft campaign info – for info
CDC local government reorganisation proposals – for info
Carers Oxfordshire Phone Friends info – see below
Community First Meeting invite – online Thurs 6th Nov – 10.00 – 11.30 – see below

CDC response about clothing bin – FPC to receive £39 in funding – clothing bin has now been removed – see below
Usual reports – for info 
Resolved (i) This confirms that no incorrect bins are being emptied and that the schedule for emptying is weekly.  (ii)  JB and KG are to ask at the Tuesday Teas and Light Lunches whether anyone in the village uses this service.  (iii)  Cllrs will take up any invitations that they are able to.  (iv)  The Carers Oxfordshire phone info will be put on the web. (v)  The Air Ambulance did ask about a clothing bin on the site.  SC is to ask them if they would like to install one.

19.  ITEMS OF INTEREST (21.30)
Football Club – There has been a rumour that the club is moving. 

Pop-up-pub lights – Lights and a transformer have been purchased for £76, there will be an invoice to come.

Verge cleaning – The roundabout has been cleaned but the verge of the main road has not.  

Roadwork lights – These are not properly synced, which is causing snarl ups.
Newsletter – MKB will produce a newsletter in time for the Carol Service, which will need other subject matter.  
Parish Footpath Warden – SC explains that her village of Syresham has a parish footpath warden who is very enthusiastic and often arranges community walks.  He is not affiliated with the Ramblers and therefore the paperwork/online burden is reduced.
Resolved  (i)  The PC will keep an eye on the situation.  (ii)  To note the position.  (iii)  RB volunteers to clean the verge during the upcoming road closures.  He has the appropriate safety equipment and MKB will supply bags.  (iv)  MKB will speak to HS2 and get this sorted.  (v)  Other subject matter can include – next year’s elections, next year’s defib training, details of the new planting plan, the HS2 bridge and the pop-up-pub.  (vi)  SC is to invite the Syresham warden to speak at the APM and hopefully encourage a Finmere warden to come forward.

The Flooding item – Section 6.03 – was now discussed as KG left the meeting.

19.  DATE OF NEXT MEETING (21.59)
The date of the next meeting is Tuesday December 2nd 2025.    
Meeting closed at 22.00.
CORRESPONDENCE CIRCULATED 
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