North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Wednesday 19 June 2024

Present: Councillor Agnew (Chair)
Councillors: Burnett, Duell, Loftus, Mears, Rawling and Spencer

In attendance: I Humphries - Clerk
                           

                         
14. Apologies for absence
Apologies for absence were received from Councillors Farrell and Henning  

15 Issues raised by Members of the Public
        There were no issues raised.

16. Ward Councillors Update
· Requests for additional bins – unlikely to be agreed to even after adoption of the highway.
· Ouseburn Way Plan – believed Permisson have plans to develop the area.
· Discussions held with Northumbria Water regarding the scheme at Brunton Park and the Sudds being a success or not. 
· The letch through Melton Park originates in Hazlerigg.
  
17. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 15 May 2024              were confirmed as a correct record.
18. Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
· The proposed HMO was causing concern for many people. There was no license application to date. A complaint had been made that the premises were already occupied. The covenant was being ignored and therefore the Consortium should be asked to enforce the Covenant.
· The bin in the playpark had been relocated on Melbury Grove.  
19. Scout Hut Lease
[bookmark: _Hlk162174675]       The Scout Group had provided a new draft Lease. While there were no 
       contentious elements to it, members considered the detail in section 3.12 
       regarding the Scout Group’s right to use Hilton Green and therefore provided 
       with a key to the gates. Members felt that there was no “right” to use Hilton 
       Green above the general public, it being a Village Green. It was agreed that the 
       Parish Council seek legal advise before agreeing to the draft Lease. Councillor 
       Ashby agreed to ask NCC regarding ownership of the land the Scout Hut was 
       located.



20. Grounds Maintenance
Members remained dissatisfied with the performance of Robertson. It was confirmed that only one month’s notice was required to cancel the current contract. Members agreed to seek quotes from other contractors.

21. Financial Matters
      Members authorised payments to Clerk salary, HMRC and
      (a)The Annual Governance Statement for the year ending 31 March 2024    
           was approved and the Certification of Exemption 2023-24 confirmed 
           and approved
      (b) The end of year accounts 2023/2024 were approved
         Members received a request for grant aid from the Community Centre to help 
      replace the dishwasher and a carpet – total cost £4134. 
      Councillors Duell and Spencer declared a non-pecuniary interest in this item       
      and took no part in the debate.

      A grant of £1,000 was agreed
                                                                                        
23. Planning Matters      
Applications in respect of the following properties were considered –
 
	2024/0779/01/HOU
	48 Newlands Ave: erection of first floor extension to side over existing garage
	No objection

	2024/0756/01/HOU
	32 Glamis Ave: erection of single storey extension to rear following demolition of conservatory
	No objection

	2024/0716/01/HOU
	1 Lumlwy Way: retrospective; erection of single storey extension to side.
	No objection

	2024/0731/01/HOU
	23 Davenport Drive: Retrospective; erection of first floor extension over existing garage to side.
	No objection


        

24. Matters raised by Members
· Van parking in layby/parking space outside Melton Park shops had been reported to Police as it encroached on the highway.
· The stone wall at the Horse Field opposite Gosforth Park was in disrepair.
· There was an increasing number of potholes in the area and it was agreed to undertake a street by street survey of roads and pavements.
· The Great Park Residents association were to meet the Consortium on 10 June. A adoption timeline was still being sought.
· Trees along Brunton Bridge were in need of cutting back.
· Repairs to the fencing along the A1 were to be undertaken to fill the gaps.
· Councillor Rawling was willing to undertake digital work to raise the Parish Council’s profile. It was agreed that enhancement of the website would be a start.
· Agreed to permit a poster in the notice boards highlighting a fundraising event for the Foodbank on 7 July.
· Fly-tipping had occurred on Melton Park.

Date of Next Meeting
15 May 2024

