[bookmark: _Hlk63157061]Longframlington Parish Council

MINUTES OF MEETING

	Meeting on:		2nd March 2022
	Meeting at:		The Memorial Hall, Longframlington	
	Meeting time:		7:00 pm
Present: 	Cllrs: Gillian Apthorpe (GA), Allison Davis (AD), Graham Fremlin (GF) - Chair, Diane Lakey (DL) Gillian Nelless (GN), Dave Wellden (DW)
	In attendance:		County Cllr Trevor Thorne (TT), Clerk

The meeting opened at 7.02 p.m.	

1) Apologies for Absence. There were no apologies, however a letter of resignation had been received from Nick Heggie. The normal process for advertising a councillor vacancy would be instigated on 3rd March 2022.			Action: Clerk
2) Table Urgent Business. 
a) Longframlington for kids 
b) Memorial Hall - Board of Trustees.
c) Great British Spring Clean 2022.
d) Community Projects
e) FramNews Activities fair
f) Fundraising Request
3) [bookmark: _Hlk89074765]Declaration of Interests - None 
4) Gifts & Hospitality - None 
5) Community Police Report Since the last meeting there had only been one incident of note. There had been males going round the village claiming to be from the Red Cross asking residents for money. They had been challenged by residents and police had been called and conducted an area search with a negative result. Police would continue to keep an eye out for these males and encouraged residents to contact them, if they return or notice anything untoward. 
Information passed on via Farmwatch:
· Report of Poachers – A697 (South of Wooler). At 2300hrs on Thu 10th Feb, a White (17 Plate) Transit Van. 
· Theft of ATV - A697, Wooler Overnight on Friday 4th/Sat 5th Feb: Honda TRX 420 from Grey Citroen Van (NV09KVE) - Glendale Farm Services. Various tools also stolen. 
· Suspected Poachers - Elwick, Belford. Report at 2308hrs. Red Land Rover Freelander 
There was a new Northumbria Police messaging system: ‘Northumbria Connected’ which enabled businesses and the public to receive Northumbria Police updates. It was agreed to post the information leaflet onto the PC Facebook page.    Action: AD/GA
6) County Councillors Report. TT reported:
[bookmark: _Hlk97725918]New School. TT had written to Guy Renner Thompson, NCC Executive member for Children’s Services to propose a new primary school for Longframlington on the Hall Fields site. This site had been compulsory purchased for the purposes of a new school and was currently in the possession of NCC. The new build would replace the temporary school building in Swarland which was built in the 1950s. This wooden structure was no longer fit for purpose and the children in the area deserved a modern environmentally friendly well-equipped learning environment. TT believed that the new school could be built with a zero budget with the new school being funded by the selling-off of the current Swarland site for housing development. Longframlington was now one of the larger Northumberland villages and deserved a new primary school. TT asked that LPC send in a supporting letter to NCC. All agreed.								 				 Action: DL/GA
NCC Budget. The key priorities for the new budget were to support new and existing business and to support the most vulnerable in the community. There would be investment in road & rail provision and economic activity.  To this end the last station on the new Morpeth – Newcastle railway had just been approved.  Areas for which the Council would focus its budget included: skills training through Northumberland College, the Climate Change Action Plan, £48m for affordable homes and an inequalities summit. There was to be a fund to tackle fly-tipping and £70k for the Queen’s Jubilee.
Debris & Rubbish at Rimside.   20 bags of rubbish had been collected.
BBC Big Build. TT had obtained a licence from NCC for the parking of vehicles on the school field site during the project.
Embleton Hall/ North End Trees.  TT had received several complaints that too many trees had been taken down for the new Cussins Development at North End. Many of these trees were old and dying due to flooding and needed replacing. The developer had also had to remove trees to enable the construction of the access road and new drainage.  Replacement trees along the northern edge of the development were to be planted. New drainage arrangements would provide a healthier environment for the trees. TT had been in discussion with Cussins regarding the future of the deciduous stand of trees at Embleton Hall/ North End with a view to this area being gifted to the Parish; giving it perpetual protection. The area would then be cleaned up to provide a woodland walk for the people of the village. TT asked if the Parish Council would be in support of such an initiative. All in favour. TT agreed to speak to Jabin Cussins about this matter.							        Action: TT
Emergency Planning. Northern Powergrid had visited the Memorial Hall to assess the requirements for the installation of a generator.
7) Minutes of Previous Meeting - The minutes of the meeting held on 5th January 2022 were reviewed, unanimously approved as a true record and signed as such. Proposed DL, Seconded GN, All in Favour.

Housekeeping Issues 
8) Matters Arising out of Minutes 
a) Traffic calming measures Rothbury Rd. NCC had finished concreting-in the chicanes at the west entrance to the village. Bollards were expected to be installed on 5th March. There had been a delay in the delivery of the units. Following this NCC would carry out a traffic survey and its report would be available for the next PC meeting in April.
b) Memorial Hall repairs to fence adjoining dog walking field. A delegated powers decision by the Chair, Clerk and Councillor Gillian Nelless to pay 50% of cost of repairs to the Memorial Hall fence adjoining the dog walking field was agreed on 10th February 2022.Two quotations were received for the full cost: Tom Thorne @ £3714.96 and Brian Stewart at £3774.00. In discussion with the Hall Secretary, it was agreed to go with the Tom Thorne quotation. Work to start imminently
c) BBC Big Build – Planetree House. The Trades Day for the project was to take place on Tuesday 8th March when as previously agreed, the dog walking field would be used for parking of vehicles. Matting would be laid to protect the ground.
9) Meetings to Attend / Attended – GN/GF/Clerk had attended the first meeting to discuss Longframlington Emergency Resilience Planning held on 15th February (see Item 18 b). GF was to meet Chris Mead, NCC Highways Development Officer to discuss future highways developments in the area.
10) Finance
a) Notification of receipts in the months of February 2022. Approved.
	03/02/2022
	
	McCutcheon
	Plots 6a & &7b Rent
	20.00

	08/02/2022
	
	W. Weallans
	Plot 3a Half Rent
	10.00

	08/02/2022
	
	W. Weallans
	Plot 8a Water only 2021
	5.00

	03/02/2022
	
	B Veitch
	Plot 15a Half Rent & Water
	14.86

	07/02 2022
	
	K. Anderson
	Plot 7a Half Rent
	10.00

	16/02/2022
	
	Shipley L & R
	Plot 18 Full rent
	20.00

	
	
	
	Total
	79.86


b) Approval of Clerk’s salary, expenses, PAYE & NI and approval of Other Payments. Approved.
	15/02/2022
	British Gas A/C600689588
	Electricity Sportscourt
	12.63

	02/03/2022
	Sintons LLP
	Legal Fees - Cemetery land transfer
	550.00

	02/03/2022
	Nationwide Bark &Play Surfacing
	7 x 2cu.m. Playbark
	1393.00

	02/03/2022
	G A Christie
	Maintenance 
	217.50

	02/03/2022
	G Rhodes reimbursement
	Norton Computer protection
	84.99

	02/03/2022
	G Rhodes
	Salary & Expenses  
	355.50

	02/03/2022
	HMRC
	PAYE  
	88.20

	
	
	Total
	2701.82


c) Requests for donations.
i) Northumberland Age Concern. Not approved, as it was felt that this organisation provided little support to the village.
ii) Citizens Advice Northumberland. £100 approved in recognition of the significant support given by this organisation. 											   Action: Clerk
d) Bank Reconciliation to 28th February 2022. Approved.
	Balance per bank statements as at 28th February 2022
	
	£

	
	Community account
	
	58750.58

	
	Business Saver
	
	6104.77

	
	
	
	
	64855.35

	Less unpresented cheques
	02/03/2022
	Sintons LLP
	550.00
	

	
	02/03/2022
	Nationwide Bark &Play Surfacing
	1393.00
	

	
	02/03/2022
	G A Christie
	217.50
	

	
	02/03/2022
	G Rhodes reimbursement
	84.99
	

	
	02/03/2022
	G Rhodes
	355.50
	

	
	02/03/2022
	HMRC
	88.20
	

	
	
	
	
	2689.19

	Uncredited Deposits 
	
	
	
	0.00

	Balance
	
	
	
	62166.16

	Balance per cash book
	
	
	
	62166.16


11) Allotments
a) Management including:
i) Allotment Invoices for rent and water. One outstanding payment for water rates for 2021. Individual to receive final demand.										   Action: Clerk
b) Maintenance. Fencing repairs to be undertaken by Gavin Christie as part of the maintenance schedule.
12) King George V Playing Field including:
a) Clerk’s weekly/monthly Inspection report. 
i) Playbark had been ordered and was to be delivered to Gavin Christie Friday 4th March. Purchase Cost £1393.00. Quotations from previous order used as prices remained the same. 
ii) Brackets to sportscourt lights had become badly weakened due to age and recent storm damage and one light had been removed for safety reasons. GF/DW to produce new brackets, as these proving difficult to source. 
                 Action: GF/DW
iii) Memorial Gates. Clerk to follow up with blacksmith as to when gates are to be re-installed		   Action: Clerk
b) Sports courts and playground Inspection. Update on repairs. Item deferred as DW not at meeting at this point.  Action: DW
c) Play area/tank turn hedge & fence. Quote of £800 had been received from L& P Landscaping for fencing and two staggers. Quote to be submitted to Tantallon. Plants for hedging to be one plant thickness deep. Plants to be ordered.       Action: GA
13) Planning 
a) To note any planning issues since previous meeting.
	Reference
	Address
	Status
	Parish Council Position

	21/03583/REM
	Land South of Fram Park: Reserved Matters application for - access, appearance, landscaping, layout & scale for a new detached dwelling
	Registered
	No objection

	21/01648/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields: Variation of Condition 18/03231/FUL allowed on appeal: APP/P2935/W/19/3242847 to allow plots to be discharged on a group of plots basis 
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details

	21/02944/REM
	Land South of Lightpipe Farm A697: 36 dwellings (including 6 affordable homes
	Permitted
	See previous minutes for details

	21/04779/FUL
	Dairy Cottage, North End Farm: Construction of 4no. dwellings on plots 8 & 9. Relocation of SuDS basin &revision to road layout
	Registered
	No Objection

	21/04515/REM
	Former Quarry Land East of Framhill Farm -Reserved matters application for access, appearance, landscaping, layout and scale
	Registered
	See previous minutes for details 

	21/01136/FUL
	Land South of Embleton Hall: Construction of 1no detached dwelling (as amended)
	Refused
APPEAL
	See previous minutes for details.

	22/00156/FUL
	Planetree Front Street Longframlington NE65 8DR. Single storey rear extension to provide additional living accommodation.
	Registered
	Support the Application

	22/00190/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields Longframlington Northumberland. House Types for Phase 2 amended
	Registered
	No Comment.

	22/00191/VARYCO
	Land North of Fairfields Longframlington Northumberland. Amendments to house types 1,6, 9, 10 and 13
	Registered
	No Comment.

	21/03947/VARYCO
	Land North Of Fairfields Longframlington Plot 13 amended to include garage 
	Permitted
	No Comment

	22/00281/VARYCO
	Land East of Granby Inn Front Street Longframlington Northumberland. To add front porches to each property
	Registered
	No Objection

	22/00248/FUL
	Atheys Moor Airfield Longframlington Morpeth Northumberland NE65 8EG. Construction of 2No micro-light aircraft hangers to replace those destroyed in recent storms.
	Registered
	No Objection

	22/00443/FUL
	The Old Weigh Station C106. Proposed new access
	Registered
	No Objection


DW arrived at 8.03 p.m.
b) Land at Lightpipe Farm, Erection of 36 dwellings, Ref: 21/02944/REM. Email received from Cussins on 11th February thanking the PC for its support of the application. They wished to work closely with the Parish during the build period to ensure the minimum disruption to the village and its residents and were proposing to distribute a leaflet to adjoining residents. Work had now started on the development.
14) Cemetery issues:
a) Burials/Ashes interments. Interment: Alan Skelly Plot A3b.
b) Memorial applications. None
c) Maintenance. The majority of the tree debris caused by Storm Arwen had now been removed.
d) Cemetery Extension. £550 legal expenses had been incurred to cover the NCC costs to which the PC had agreed to fund. There were some complications regarding the registration with the Land Registry of the three separate areas of the cemetery as the middle section was registered as being owned by Brinkburn & Longframlington parishes. GF to discuss this matter with the solicitor. Confirmation received that Home Office planning permission was still in force.                Action: GF
15) Action Plan – March 2022
a) Website - Review website and implement content improvements where possible.  			      Action: ALL
b) Village Inspection – check, roads, pavements, tree review and infrastructure for report to NCC 		      Action: ALL
Clerk to write to NCC regarding the dangerous condition of the trees in St Mary’s churchyard and the blocked drains on the A697 through the village.									   Action: Clerk
c) Annual Village Meeting – prepare. Date Wednesday 4th May 2022				              Action: GF/Clerk
d) FramNews Report to include:
i) Tank Turn Hedge
ii) BBC Big Build: Planetree House
iii) Sportscourt lights
iv) Northumbria Connect						       			       Action: GA
e) Annual Accounts – Produce Annual Accounts for Parish Council and Joint Burial Committee, arrange final internal audit etc
												   Action: Clerk
Main Issues – These issues are allocated a longer time for discussion.
16) Neighbourhood Plan. AP
17) Northumberland Local Plan - Inspectors' Report. The Inspectors’ Report received by NCC on 26 January 2022 concluded that the Plan satisfied requirements and was sound, and capable of adoption. In order to adopt the Plan, approval was required by the NCC Cabinet (29 March 2022) and Full Council (30 March 2022). Following adoption, the Northumberland Local Plan, together with ‘made’ neighbourhood plans, (of which Longframlington’s was one), would form the statutory development plan for Northumberland and provide the basis for making planning decisions in the County. The Council would notify when the Plan had been adopted.
18) Longframlington Emergency Planning 
a) Northumberland County Council - Storm Arwen Review. Clerk had resubmitted the original letter to NCC on this matter with the following additional comments:
‘Members are very concerned that the communications from Northern Powergrid (NPG) during and following Storm Malik were again inadequate.  The NPG interactive map was totally inaccurate and did not record the outages in our parish.  Additionally, it was not possible to report issues related to outages and the priority customer service for vulnerable people did not work. 
 Power outages were again experienced throughout Longframlington. However, the area within the older part of the village (in and around Wardle Terrace and to the East end of Rothbury Road) which is on a separate power phasing system was again last to gain power and at a much later time than the rest of the village. The Council request that the system here be updated. The lack of adequate maintenance by NPG of the grid throughout the Parish is very evident, particularly the need for the cutting-back of trees and maintenance of electricity poles which have been neglected over a number of years. The members question whether the whole power system within the Parish is really fit for purpose and requires further investigation. 
 Longframlington Parish Council is establishing its own Emergency Resilience Plan so that it is better prepared for future emergencies such as those following the recent storms. We are aware that other parish and town councils are taking similar approaches. It is essential therefore that, serious consideration is taken of such local initiatives and recommendations be made within the NCC Review for how:
• local emergency resilience initiatives can be supported to provide the necessary emergency equipment and provisions, particularly for off-grid facilities, for mobile power and heating to support residents in a crisis situation. This could include the use of alternative energy provision.
• communication systems at a local level can be improved and to operate effectively when power outages occur.’
NCC had submitted the original letter and above comments as LPC’s contribution to the Review. The PC had received regular update briefings for Town and Parish Council Briefing from NCC -during Storms Dudley and Eunice, which were circulated to members. An official response to LPC’s original letter to NCC had been received and circulated to members.
b) [bookmark: _Hlk97719267]Longframlington Emergency Resilience Planning (LERP). Temporary emergency arrangements were put into effect for the recent Storms Dudley and Eunice, but were not needed, as the weather was less severe in the village than predicted and no long-term power outages occurred.  Information on these arrangements were published on Facebook. The notes of the first LERP Meeting which was held on 15th February 2020 and included actions for LPC had been circulated to members. The Council were encouraged with the progress made and the positive engagement from those representing the various organisations The main action for LPC was to work with the NCC resilience team to produce the Longframlington Emergency Action Plan and disseminate this to the wider Longframlington group for further development. 
Members felt the working acronym LERP (Longframlington Emergency Resilience Plan) didn’t really provide any indication of the purpose or energy of the group. It agreed a new title:  LEAP (Longframlington Emergency Action Plan); giving the notion of LEAPing into Action.  The next steps agreed were for:
•	the PC to engage in discussion with Northumberland County Council and the Utility Companies 	
•	to contact those on the Covid list of people in need to ask if they wanted to transfer to the LEAP database of Vulnerable People and request that they complete a registration form.
•	to contact those on the Covid list of volunteers to ask if they wanted to transfer to a LEAP Volunteer database
•	obtain guidance for volunteers and produce an information sheet for volunteers		
The PC would reconvene the LEAP group as and when it was in a position to move forward with these actions. 
               Action GF/Clerk
c) Analogue landline phones - brief update (Case Ref: ZA25904). An update from Anne-Marie Trevelyan (AMT) MP, had been received regarding the switch from analogue copper-wire landline systems to digital VOIP systems. During Storm Arwen many residents were without power for a number of days, the back-up battery packs supplied to those on the new VOIP systems either failed or did not last long enough.  AMT had held a meeting with Openreach in January to discuss concerns that such systems could leave vulnerable residents unable to request help. Openreach had stated that it was the network providers (BT, Sky etc) that held such responsibility.  Her view was that the resilience and safety concerns this raised ought to have wider oversight and a joined-up approach. She had asked the Minister to look into these concerns and possibly seek Ofcom involvement. The Minister had heeded these concerns, and the Department for Business, Energy and Industrial Strategy (BEIS) interim report into the performance of the power companies in the wake of Storm Arwen announced that DCMS (Department for Culture, Media and Sport) and Ofcom along with the telecom providers, would be launching a review into the performance and resilience of both landline and mobile networks in cases of power outages.
19) Definitive Map Modification Public Bridleway/Footpath No 5 (Parish of Longframlington) confirmation. Confirmation received from NCC that the order for this footpath, NE of Snook Bank, became operative on 11th February 2022.
20) Any Urgent Business 
a) Longframlington for kids – An email had been received from Laura Bridges (LB)regarding the facilities and play opportunities for children in the village raising concerns/issues about: 
i) the lack of provision for children and young people
ii) the surface of the sportscourt and the need to update this to a 4G surface.
iii) the need to level the surface of the sports field
iv) the purposes of the ditches (rills) in the playpark
v) the safety of children using the playpark adjacent cars parking on the tank turn
vi) opportunities for increased use of the Memorial Hall for children and young people
vii) obtaining advice on how to set about organising activities for children and young people
Members discussed this issue at some length and asked the Clerk to respond to Laura thanking her for her interest and enthusiasm and highlighting the following:
· Whilst the Council did not routinely engage in running ongoing activities itself it had always been very supportive of community activities within the village and welcomed the involvement of parents and volunteers in coming together to organise such activities for children and young people. 
· The Council had always been very proactive in providing facilities for people of all ages on the King George V playing field and over recent years had spent in excess of £80,000.00 on this provision.
· The Sports Court was specifically designed to enable people of all ages to use its facilities across a range of multiplay activities.  However, several of these were incompatible with a 4G surface e.g., tennis, cycling etc. These so called 4G surfaces were extremely expensive to install and required replacement at very regular intervals. Some recent research had questioned the carcinogenic effect of such surfaces, although the jury was still out on this. The current multiplay surface met all Government health and safety requirements and was annually inspected by RoSPA (as was all the play equipment on the King George V Playing Field). There were no plans at the moment to change the surface to the sports court.
· The Sports Field had served the people of Longframlington well for many years. Costs involved in levelling the sports field would be extraordinarily high and would involve the field being out of commission for a lengthy period of time. The issue regarding grass cuttings was again an issue of cost. The estimated annual costs quoted to cut and remove grass cuttings was in excess of £20,000. The PC has deemed that levelling the surface and regularly removing grass cuttings would not be a good use of public money.
· Secure Parking. The Parish Council was very aware of the situation regarding the safety issues with respect to parked cars on the Tank Turn. Parking had been allowed here over recent years to alleviate some of the pressures of car parking and traffic congestion in the village, particularly at the junction of the A697 and Rothbury Road, which had been an issue for many residents. Improvements to address safety issues were currently being put in place and would be soon be addressed by the construction of a fenced hedge around the tank turn which would physically separate the parked cars and the play area; thus, ensuring a safe place for children to play.
· Ditches (rills) around the park. The current playpark was designed following Government guidance on imaginative and creative play and involved a project where the children and young people of the village at that time were consulted upon for their ideas. These were then incorporated into the design. The idea of the rills was to enable children to explore and use their imagination through managed risky play. Educational and Health and Safety research suggested that imposing too many restrictions on children’s outdoor ‘risky’ play hindered their development and keeping children safe involved letting them take risks in a relatively safe environment.
· Inform LB that the Memorial Hall was not owned or run by the Parish Council; it had its own Memorial Hall Committee which was responsible for the running of its activities. 
· Provide advice on how to apply for funding (including through the PC).
· Provide advice on who to gain further advice on organising activities for children and young people. 	 Action: Clerk
b) Memorial Hall (MH) - Board of Trustees. NH had been asked to attend a meeting to discuss this matter with other hall users, members of the Hall Committee and representatives of CAN. NH was expected to report on this matter at the meeting but due to his resignation this was not possible. A new LPC representative was required to attend MH meetings. It was agreed to do this, at the current time, via a rolling brief. GF agreed to attend the next meeting on Tues 26th April which was the AGM.							                 Action: GF/ALL
c) Great British Spring Clean 2022. We had received a request from the Keep Britain Tidy Campaign to take part. The 2022 Great British Spring Clean was to take place 25 March - 10 April. It was agreed to pass this information to Cllr Thorne as we had done the previous year. 								   Action: Clerk 
d) [bookmark: _Hlk96942724]Community Projects. An email has been received from Jon Took (JK), a Longframlington resident from GABSS CIC: a social enterprise that seeks to help charities, community groups with their initial set-up and accessing funding. JK was offering their services to assist the PC in gaining funding for projects and in particular those highlighted in the Neighbourhood Plan. The members discussed the offer and agreed it had no specific projects at the moment for which it required access to funding. 							                     Action: Clerk
e) FramNews Activities fair. FramNews were to hold an Activities Fair on Saturday 9th April 10.00 a.m.- 12.00 p.m. in the Memorial Hall, to introduce people to activities currently running in the village and to get new activities started. The Council were invited to take part in the event? It was unanimously agreed to accept the invitation. The following actions were agreed:
i. [bookmark: _Hlk97648360]Inform Anne Lowrie of LPC attendance							   Action: Clerk
ii. Request use of balloting booth for display						   Action: Clerk
iii. Arrange planning meeting						            Action: AD/GA/GN/DW/DL
iv. Produce artwork and leaflet								       Action: GA
v. Produce information on role of PC and of Neighbourhood Plan Projects			      Action: AD
vi. Provide photos and general support to produce material				               Action: GN/DW
vii. Attend Event 								       Action: All Available
f) [bookmark: _Hlk97018886]Fundraising Request.  An email has been received from Ruth Hollands, who was considering undertaking fundraising, and asked for approval to have a stall to sell plants, chutney, jams and marmalade for Parkinson’s Disease, either on the tank turn or at the bus shelter at the junction of the A697 and Rothbury Road. The PC were very happy to support the venture and recommended the bus shelter as the tank turn was now very busy with parked cars and a stall there would be a safety risk. They were very happy for the sale of plants but wanted to draw attention for the need to adhere to legislation regarding labelling and possibly health and safety certification for the selling of foodstuffs for fundraising activities.	   Action: Clerk
21) Date of Next Meeting - Wednesday 6th April 2022 at 7.00 p.m.

The meeting closed at 9.52 p.m.
Garth Rhodes – Parish Clerk, 5 Wardle Terrace, Longframlington, Northumberland NE65 8AB.  E-mail longframlingtonpc@gmail.com
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