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LITTLE WENLOCK PARISH COUNCIL

MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE PARISH COUNCIL HELD ON MONDAY 12TH  JANUARY, 2009, AT 7.30 p.m. IN THE VILLAGE HALL, LITTLE WENLOCK.

The meeting was preceded by a police liaison meeting attended by some members of the Parish Council and 7 members of the public.
976)
Members of the public address the Parish Council on issues and matters of 
concern and those listed on the agenda:


1. 
Pat Judson, Friend of the Ercall, presented a copy of their response to the 


Planning Inspectorate in relation to the UK Coal Huntington Lane Surface Mine 

application.


2.
Mr. Judson expressed concern that the Health Impact Assessment had not 

been carried out and that he felt that the community had been badly let down 

by T&W’s Planning Department.

977)
Members present:

Councillors Ms. P. Hutchings (Chair), Mrs. D. Peace, Mr. E. Roberts and Mr. P. Pietroni


Mr. J. F. Marcham – Parish Clerk.


Also in attendance:


T&W Borough Councillor J. Seymour.


Mr. George Chancellor.


5 parishioners were present.


The press was present.

978)
Apologies for absence:

Apologies were given by Cllr. D. Goodman who was ill, T&W Borough Councillor Terry 
Kiernan as he had to attend another meeting and David Coxill, T&W Minerals Planning 
Officer, who was unable to attend through pressure of work in completing the 
response to the UK Coal planning application.
979)
Declarations of interest (existence and nature) with regards to items on the


agenda.

None were declared.

980)
To confirm the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Monday


8th   December, 2008.


The Minutes of the meeting held on 8th December 2008 were confirmed as a correct 
record of the meeting and signed by the Chairman.
981)
Discussion with George Chancellor 
regarding the pending public inquiry in 
relation to the UK Coal planning application.


George Chancellor, as a former Parish Councillor, had attended the Dawley II public 
inquiry and had presented the case against the application on behalf of the parish.

1. At this time we do not know what position T&W is taking regarding the application and this is crucial to how we respond to the public inquiry.

2. He outlined his experience and lessons learned from the previous public inquiry and gave the Parish Council advice on how they might present their case against the application.
3. He pointed out that it would depend on the inspector as to how the inquiry would be conducted.

4. He advised the Parish Council to have a “fall-back” position should the application be successful.

5. Both Members of Parliament are opposed to the application.

982)
To resolve how the Parish Council responds to the public inquiry and to 
agree ways forward.

1. It was resolved to send 3 copies of our detailed opposition to the application to the Planning Inspectorate.

2. It was resolved that we should make a request to both the Planning Inspectorate and to T&W that the Parish Council attend the pre-inquiry meeting.
3. It was resolved that the Parish Council would request from both the Planning Inspectorate and  T&W that it be informed at the very earliest opportunity of the dates and venue of public inquiry.

4. It was resolved that the Parish Council would call a meeting, if required, at a suitable date and time, to discuss the matter further.

5. It was resolved that the Parish Council would contact other objectors in an attempt to present a coordinated approach to the public inquiry.

6. It was resolved that the Parish Council would consider a “fall-back” position should the application be successful.
983)
To agree by whom and how the responses to the Parish Plan survey are 
collated.

It was resolved that Cllr. Peace would collate the returned surveys.

984)
To review the distribution of the Community Newsletter.


The Clerk presented a proposed distribution list for the councillors to consider.  


It was resolved that the distribution list be adopted.

985)
To consider items for the February Community Newsletter.


The following items were suggested: Quality Council application success, report on the 
police liaison meeting, information about Rural Watch, information about control of 
dogs on public footpaths, update on UK Coal application.


These to be received by the editor no later than the end of January.

986)
Clerk’s Report:

1.  The Clerk reported that he had successfully presented to the County Accreditation Panel, at The Shire Hall in Shrewsbury, the Parish Council’s application and portfolio for re-accreditation of its Quality Status.  
a.
The Clerk was thanked by the Parish Council for his work in putting 
together the Quality Council portfolio.

b.
It was resolved to request the return of the portfolio from NALC.

2. The Clerk reported that he had sent his portfolio for the Certificate in Local Council Administration to the Society of Local Council Clerks for it to be assessed.
3. It was resolved that the Clerk may go through the filing system and remove out of date material at his discretion.

4. The Clerk updated the Council on progress made with the Emergency Plan and that he had been informed that there was an emergency evacuation plan related to New Works because of the methane gas in the landfill site.  Cllr. Hutchings said that she would approach Veolia to obtain a copy of the plan.
5. The Clerk reported that he had received only 9 responses so far in relation to the broadband survey.

6. A copy of a letter sent by Mr. Peter Thomas of New Works to the Planning Inspectorate re: UK Coal had been received.
7. The Clerk had received a complaint about dog fouling on the paths to the top of the Wrekin.  This had been passed onto Pete Lambert and Cllr. Hutchings would raise the issue at the next Wrekin partnership meeting.
987)
Planning:
1. A formal letter had been received from Dave Coxill regarding the non determination of the UK Coal planning application and that there is to be a public inquiry.
2. Red Rock Forestry;


Construction of hard surface onto existing track to prevent rutting by 
machinery during normal management activities.


Gibbons Coppice, Spout Lane.

T&W Council determined that prior approval was not required for the proposed 
development under part 6 of the Town and Country Planning (General 
Permitted Development) Order 1995.
3. It was resolved to write to the Planning Inspectorate in support of the planning application (EA/W2008/0445 Full Planning) relating to Upper Coalmoor Farm.
988)
To receive reports on Borough Liaison.


T&W Cllr. J. Seymour reported that the Council would be opening an advice centre at 
Telford Town Centre to support residents with advice from the Citizen’s Advice 
Bureau, Department of Work and Pensions, the Benefits Office, and housing advice.

989)
To receive individual reports and updates from Parish Councillors:

1. Cllr. Hutchings gave a detailed report on developments at the Candles and the Coalmoor DPP sites.
2. Cllr. Peace reported that the concept of the “Outdoor Gym” was for those from 13 to 113.  It was agreed that the concept was an excellent idea and now Cllr. Peace would look at way of seeking funding for the project.
3. Cllr. Pietroni brought to the attention of the Parish Council a request for a grit bin at the junction of Church Lane and Buildwas Lane and also the poor state of the pavement at Clee Rise.  The Clerk would write to T&W and request that they look into the request.

990)
Finance:

1. The Clerk reported that the balance on the Community Account on 29th December stood at £3552.15. This has been reconciled with the Bank Statement which shows 2 outstanding cheques for £40; this leaves a working balance of £3512.15.  The Deposit Account stood at £7,776.84. Interest rate on this account is now down to 0.100%.

2. It was resolved that the following accounts be paid:

E.ON



Maintenance




£72.02

T&W



Scraping off soil from verge

£872.00

G & F Chancellor


Newsletter




£46.00

St. Lawrence Church PCC
Clock Grant




£250.00

J.F. Marcham


Clerk’s salary




£163.96

HM Customs & Excise

PAYE





£41.99

Little Wenlock Village Hall
Hall Hire for 2009



£132.00

991)
Date of the next meeting:

The next meeting will take place on Monday 9th February at 7.30 pm when Caroline 
Oakes [Locality Manager (Newport & Rural), Community and Neighbourhoods, Telford 
& Wrekin Council] will attend.
PAGE  
2

