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Minutes of the Annual Meeting of the Parish Council held on 14th May 2024 
held in the Village Hall Club Room
Present:  Cllrs J Smith, S Mash, C Sykes, P Venning, J Newton, S Gill, 6 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)
4659.	To elect a Chairman and sign the Declaration of Acceptance of Office.  Cllr Newton was proposed by Cllr Venning and seconded by Cllr Sykes.  There being no further nominations Cllr Newton was duly elected and signed the Declaration.
At this point Cllr Newton gave a vote of thanks to Cllr Smith for all his hard work during his 8 years as Chairman.  A member of the public, Mr Roger Parker, asked if his thanks could be recorded too saying that Cllr Smith had achieved more than many people realised, adding his thanks to Nuala for the support she had given her husband.
4660.	To elect a Vice-Chairman.  In his absence Cllr Lloyd-Smith was proposed by Cllr Newton and seconded by Cllr Mash.  He had previously indicated that he was willing to stand again. There being no further nominations Cllr Lloyd-Smith was duly elected.
4661.	Apologies & reasons for absence:  Cllr Lloyd-Smith reason accepted and Borough Councillor J Shilton.
4662.	(i) Declaration by Members of any interest, Pecuniary or Other than Pecuniary, in accordance with the Council’s Code of Conduct and its Guide to the Declaration of Councillors’ interests and related matters.  None
              (ii) To approve or reject any application put to the meeting by the Chairman in respect of Members seeking a dispensation under the Localism Act 2011,s.33.  None
	(iii) A reminder that this meeting is being recorded. 

	Public Session: See appendix at the end of these Minutes.

4663.    To agree the Minutes of the Meeting held on 9th April 2024.  Agreed and signed as a correct record following the addition of the word ‘not’ before ‘be possible’ in Minute number 4646.f
4664.	Matters Arising from the Minutes:
a)  Dog Waste Bins.  The Clerk reported that two of the Parish Council owned bins taken without permission by ABC have been returned but the fittings for mounting on the posts are wrecked.  We had already bought two new ones thinking that the original ones would not be returned.  One has already been put on the pole near the Church and Cemetery path and the other will be fixed to a post near the Memorial Garden shortly. 
b)  Swan update.  The Chairman informed the meeting that he had had a long conversion with the Publican.  The Swan will close in June.  After a full discussion it was agreed that a piece be put forward for inclusion in the next issue of the Outlook on Oxney asking for suggestions for a way forward.
c)  Cemetery Planning Application.  The Clerk reported that this had still to be validated by ABC.  We now need to provide details of net biodiversity gain.  Cllr Smith to find out who the Green Portfolio holder is at ABC and maybe have a word.

4665.	Appointment of members to existing Working Parties:
	a)  Village Caretaker – Cllrs Newton & Smith.
	b)  Finance – Cllrs Newton & Smith.
	c)  Open Spaces – Cllr Lloyd-Smith.
	d)  Highways – Cllr Venning.
	e)  Public Rights of Way – Cllr Gill.
	f)  Cemetery/Churchyard – Cllr Mash.
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4666.	To elect 2 representatives to attend KALC Meetings – Cllrs Newton & Smith.
 
4667.	To elect 1 representative to the Village Hall Management Committee.  It is believed that the Committee is yet to become a Charitable Incorporated Organisation (CIO) therefore the Council is reluctant to appoint a representative.  The Clerk to speak to Mike Apps, the Chairman of the VHMC.

4668.	To review Standing Orders – These were amended in April 2023.  It was agreed that no changes needed.

4669.	To review Financial Regulations – These were revised in September 2023. 

4670.	To review inventory of land, assets & office equipment.  Reviewed, all ok.
4671.	Confirmation of arrangements for insurance cover in respect of all insured risks.  The renewal papers had been circulated to councillors and no comments had been made.  To be discussed further at agenda item 20.a (Minute no. 4768.a)
4672.	To review Interactions with residents and the public.   Amended last year, no change needed. 
4673.	To review the Council’s procedures for handling requests made under the FOI Act 2000.  The Clerk explained the procedure.
4674.	To review the Council’s policy for dealing with press/media.  To be amended in due course.
4675.	Planning Applications: (previously notified to Councillors)
a)   PA/2024/0675  Kingsgate House, Kingsgate Lane.  Single storey rear and front extensions following removal of existing balcony and changes to fenestration.  After a short discussion it was agreed to support this application.
b)  PA/2024/0766  41 The Street.  Listed Building Consent for the replacement of 2 no. modern-style double glazed windows with slimlite double glazed windows at the rear.  The applicant had given the background and further details on this application during the public session.  After a full discussion it was agreed to support it.
c)  PA/2024/0873  Kingsgate House, Kingsgate Lane.  Proposed erection of detached annexe with double car barn.  No further details had been made available to Councillors. After a full discussion it was agreed to support this application asking that two conditions be placed on it should the officer grant it.  That it should have an agricultural restriction and that it should not be sold separately from the house.

4676.	Sports Club Lease update.  The Chairman informed the meeting that he had been in touch with two members of the Sports Club Committee who had reported that there were still certain issues which needed to be decided.  The AGM will be held on 30th May.  The Chairman and other Councillors expect to attend.

4677.	To consider response to ABC’s request for s106 particulars re proposed Stocks Road development.
	The Clerk had already responded that our request before had been for play equipment which it was hoped could be erected on Poplar Farm Field once ABC had agreed to pass the land over to the Parish Council.  This has yet to happen.  After a full discussion it was agreed that the Clerk should reply that we are still pursuing the handover of land which could influence projects we could consider.  In the meantime, could ABC let us know the likely value to us of the s106 contribution.  Cllr Smith will follow up on the land transfer.

4678.	Correspondence:
	a)  BHIB Insurance renewal £907.10.  After a short discussion it was agreed this should be paid.
	b)  KALC – Annual Membership renewal.  £482.20 plus Vat.  Agreed.
	c)  Kent Surrey Sussex Air Ambulance – A thank you for our donation.
	d)  Wealden First Responders – A thank you for our donation.
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4679.	Working Party Reports:
a)  Caretaker – The Clerk reported that she and the Caretaker had attended Kenardington Parish Council’s Annual Parish Meeting where she had given a short report.  They are very grateful for all that we do.  They will be attending Warehorne Parish Council’s one too.
b)  Finance:
i)   Monthly Transaction Statements.  As reported in the April Minutes the Lloyds Bank Statement for the end of March had not been received so the reconciliation had not been carried out.  It has now so an amended transaction copy was noted.  The April transaction statement was also noted.
ii) End of year Budget Statement & Receipts & Payments Account deferred at the last meeting.  The Clerk explained the figures.
iii) Agree Reserves at year end 31.03.2024. This had also been deferred at the last meeting.  The figures were explained and agreed.
iv) Agree Caretaker Scheme’s End of Year Statement & Budget for 2023/24.  The end of year Statement was noted.  The Budget will be put forward for consideration at the next meeting once the Caretaker Working Party has met.
c)   Planning Decisions:
· PA/2022/2708  Oxney Isle Barn.  Erection of a new dwelling and landscaping.  Appeal dismissed.
· PA/2024/0618  Land adjacent to The Lordings  Proposed Manege.  Granted.
	b)  Open Spaces – Nothing to report 
c)  Highways – Cllr Venning brought the meeting’s attention again to the state of the B2082 into, through and out of Iden.  The Clerk had been in correspondence with Iden Parish Council, but it seems little can be done to get the potholes filled.
d)  Public Rights of Way – These are now drying out. 
e)  Cemetery/Churchyard.  Cllr Gill asked when the sign to the Cemetery will be put in place.  We have yet to buy this and get permission to fix it to the PROW sign. The Clerk to follow up.

4680.	Date of the next Parish Council meeting:  11th June 2024

4681.	Items for Information:
The Clerk asked that Councillors let her know when they will be away.  

	The meeting closed at 20.55hrs. 

Appendix
Planning Application:
PA/2024/0766  41 The Street.  The applicant attended and gave councillors further information on his application.

Mrs Lewis asked why the small green litter bins she had paid for and given to the Parish Council had been removed from the Memorial Garden.  The Clerk explained that ABC had removed all the dog bins in the borough to be replaced by litter bins where it was possible to do so.  They had removed three the Parish Council had bought without asking and the two litter bins on the Memorial Garden.  These two had been replaced by large litter bins.  Mrs Lewis will follow this up with ABC as they weren’t the Borough’s to remove.

	
