Minutes from the Meeting
held on Thursday 5" November at 19:00
at The War Memorial Hall, Abbotts Ann.

COUNCIL MEMBERS

In Attendance Apologies Absent

Councillor Jordan (left at 20:22) '
Councillor Howard (chaired from 20:22) '
Councillor Heather '

Councillor Wallis \'

Councillor Mitchell \'
Councillor Stratford '

Vacancy - - -

Also, IN ATTENDANCE:
Amanda Owen — Clerk, Borough Councillor — Susanne Hasselmann, County Councillor — David Drew, John Barlow —
Abbotts Ann Community Land Trust and one member of the public.

261101 To receive Chairman’s opening remarks.
Councillor Jordan welcomed everyone to the meeting.
261102 To receive and accept apologies for absence.
Apologies were RECEIVED and ACCEPTED from Councillor Wallis and Councillor Mitchell.
261103 To receive declarations of disclosable pecuniary interests relating to items on this agenda.
No declarations of pecuniary interests were received.
261104 To approve the minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on Thursday 1% October.
The minutes of the meeting held on Thursday 1°* October were signed as a correct record of the meeting.
Proposed by Councillor Stratford, seconded by Councillor Howard.
This motion was passed on a vote of 3 FOR and 1 ABSTENTION.
261105 To receive updates already published and any further updates provided.

Reports from Councillors and information from the Dog Warden can be found at APPENDIX A.
Councillor Howard updated those present with regards to the action list.

Councillor Heather advised that he has trimmed all of the footpaths, except for Green Lane. The
Lenghtsman will be trimming Magic Meadow at Bulbery. He closed by advising that three trees had fallen
along Drove Path, Abbotts Ann Estates have dealt with.

Councillor Startford provided updates with regards to the following:

- Asign has been attached to the dog bag dispenser.

- Goal posts have been removed, a payment of £51.00 was made.

- A couple of complete sets of other goal posts are in the store, removal is ongoing.

- A meeting took place with Sovereign at Magic Meadow, they advised that the cracking in the timber
had been caused by a wet winter and dry summer. There was discussion of being given an additional
sensory board by Sovereign.

- ALime branch has fallen toward the Churchyard which is considered a safety hazard, it is being
supported by a Yew tree, being propped up by the yew tree. Councillor Stratford and Councillor
Jordan will investigate.

Councillor Jordan addressed the meeting and provided an overview of his Chairman report which can be
found at APPENDIX A. In response to a question asked by Councillor Jordan, John Barlow of Abbotts Ann
Community Land Trust confirmed that the S106 figured related to the build would be £180,000.00.

Following a report from a member of the public with regards to dog ownership and keeping dogs under
close control. The Clerk advised that the Dog Warden of Test Valley Borough Council had recently shared
some information with regards to dog etiquette which can be found on the Parish Council website.

Noting the concern raised, the Parish Council will aim to install suitable signage asking owners to keep their
dog(s) on lead. Councillor Jordan advised he will also include a section on dog walking etiquette in his Parish
Magazine article.




Councillor Hasselmann provided an overview of her report.

Councillor Drew provided an overview of his report.

261106 To receive an update from Abbotts Ann Community Land Trust.
John Barlow, Abbotts Ann Community Land Trust provided the following update:
“I am pleased to report that we have today received the final layout plans and elevations for the
development site. These have been circulated to the Board for close consideration.
We anticipate meeting with Metis soon to discuss and anticipate that a Planning application will be made as
soon as possible.”
261107 To review and adopt the following:
- Statement of internal controls
- Model publication scheme
It was AGREED to ADOPT the following:
- Statement of internal controls
- Model publication scheme
Proposed by Councillor Jordan, seconded by Councillor Howard.
All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution.
261108 To agree the Parish Council Strategy.
It was AGREED to accept the Parish Council strategy as published.
Proposed by Councillor Jordan, seconded by Councillor Stratford.
All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution.
261109 To agree a spend of up to £1500.00 + VAT for a quantity surveyor to put a cost model together for the
Community Pavilion at the current market rate.
It was AGREED to spend up to £1,500.00 + VAT to appoint a Quantity Surveyor. The Clerk will obtain quotes
and update Council. The Quantity Surveyor is to prepare a cost model for the Community Pavilion, based on
the current market rates and the proposed scope of works.
Proposed by Councillor Jordan, seconded by Councillor Stratford.
All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution.
261110 To agree the grant request from SCARF Life Education Wessex and Thames Valley for £145.00 under
powers afforded by Local Government Act 1972, S137.
The Parish Council having considered the grant application received from SCARF Life Education Wessex and
Thames Valley for £145.00, resolved not to approve the request for grant funding.
Proposed by Councillor Jordan, seconded by Councillor Howard.
All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution.
261111 To agree the quote from One Two Tree for Sakura Cherry tree collection and planting.
It was AGREED to accept the quote from One Two Tree at a cost of £1450.00 + VAT.
Proposed by Councillor Jordan, seconded by Councillor Stratford.
All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution.
261112 To agree the appointment, independence and competence of Do The Numbers Ltd as Internal Auditor for
the financial year 2026 / 2027.
The Council considered the appointment of Eleanor Greene of Do The Numbers as Internal Auditor for the
financial year 2026/2027. Members confirmed that Eleanor Greene is independent of the Council's financial
decision-making and has no involvement in the management, operation or control of the Council's financial
systems. The Council considered the auditor's relevant experience and competence and agreed that Eleanor
Greene is suitably competent to undertake the Council's internal audit in accordance with the Practitioners'
Guide.
Proposed by Councillor Howard, seconded by Councillor Stratford.
All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution.
Councillor Jordan left the meeting at 20:22. Councillor Howard chaired the remainder of the meeting.
261113 To receive first submissions from Portfolio holders for 2027 / 2028 budget.

Councillors made suggestions with regards to the budget, the Clerk will make amendments and circulate to
Councillors for final approval at the December meeting.

261114

To note the current financial situation and the reconciliation of the bank balance.




The current financial situation and the reconciliation of the bank balance were NOTED with the bank
balance at 31 October 2026 being £80,650.36. The bank reconciliations can be found at APPENDIX B.

261115

To approve payment requests.
The payments as listed in the table below were APPROVED for payment.
Proposed by Councillor Stratford, seconded by Councillor Heather.
All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution.
November 2026 Payment Requests

TO

FOR

INVOICE
NO

AMOUNT

Staff

Salary

November

£1,329.48

Staff

Expenses

October

£43.22

Lloyds

Bank Charge

£4.25

Scandor

Grounds Maintenance

Inv 21924

£1,340.09

EDF Energy

Pavilion Electricity

DD

£25.35

The Prostate Project

Grant Request

£400.00

Councillor Wallis

Expenses

£29.99

AADefib.com

Defibrillator Pads

£154.74

DM Payroll

Payroll Admin - Oct 26 to Mar 2027

Inv -5592

£79.20

EDF Energy

Pavilion Electricity

DD

£35.09

£3,441.41

261116

To consider the following planning application(s):

261116.01

26/02250/FULLN

Retention of carport and garage with storage area over.

12 Farm Road, Little Park, Andover, Hampshire.

The Parish Council had NO OBJECTION to this application.
Proposed by Councillor Howard, seconded by Councillor Heather.
All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution.

261116.02

26/02333/PIPN

Application for permission in principle for the erection of up to 3 self-build dwellings, demolition of
existing outbuilding, creation of access onto Salisbury Road (A343), associated hard and soft landscaping
and associated works.

Larch Gables, Old Stockbridge Road, Middle Wallop, Stockbridge.

The Parish Council OBJECT to this application due to concerns relating to the varying speed limits and access
on to the A343.

Proposed by Councillor Howard, seconded by Councillor Heather.

All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution.

261116.03

26/02337/PDQN

Application to determine if prior approval is required for proposed change of use of an existing
agricultural building to form one dwellinghouse (Use Class C3) together with building operations
reasonably necessary to facilitate the conversion.

Little Park Stables, Cattle Lane, Abbotts Ann, Andover.

The Parish Council had NO OBJECTION to this application.

Proposed by Councillor Howard, seconded by Councillor Stratford.

All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution.

261116.04

26/02367/TREEN

T1 - Liquid Amber - Reduce height by up to 2m and sides by up to 2.5m, T2 - Holly - Fell
The Haven, Duck Street, Abbotts Ann.

The Parish Council had NO OBJECTION to this application.

Proposed by Councillor Howard, seconded by Councillor Heather.

All members voted unanimously to accept this resolution.

261117

To agree the date of the next meeting.
The date of the next meeting was agreed as Thursday 3™ December.

There being no other business, the meeting closed at 20:54.




APPENDIX A
AAPC Chairman’s Report: Bulbery Community Pavilion
Cllrs, CLT and members of FOTAS,

As most of you are aware we have received the planning permission for the new community pavilion to replace the
current sports pavilion. This is great outcome, and whilst there is still some way to go before we can begin demolition
and the new build you may wish to just pause and reflect on the journey so far. This has been a bottom-up
community driven initiative that has taken nearly 15 years to come to fruition and everyone involved should be
rightly proud of their contributions.

| met with the architect last week to discuss a number of internal planning issues we need to address:

Should Cost Model. The architect recommends we engage a QS to provide us with an updated ‘should cost model’ in

light of the very high levels of sector inflation in the construction industry. The cost will be in the region of £1500, but
| believe at this stage it is price worth paying.

Budget. Our total budget is pending confirmation of the TVBC CDF bid, in which we are seeking an additional £150k.
If successful, the project budget will be uplifted to £675k. The architect’s opinion is that in the current climate we
would be wise to plan on a total budgetary cost of £750 to £800K. | will engage with the Parish Clerk, and we will
amend the cost projections on the TVBC CDF application. We will also need to look at the potential S.106 allocation
from the CLT project to see if the allocation can be increased (the current planning figure was set circa 5-years ago).
The other mitigating factor is that elements of the new community pavilion can be categorised as a ‘modular build,’
thus we can do them as and when we able to do so, in particular the internal layout and fixtures and fittings.

Approvals. The approved plans do not meet our desired user concept. The plans include numerous changing facilities
designed to support two football pitches; we are obligated to retain the pitches and therefore the Planning Authority
expect a certain number of changing facilities. | believe the way forward is simple: Table 1 shows the approved
design, Table 2 shows the area that could be formed from sliding doors and partitions, with changing rooms only
being opened up as required for events. The current plans for separate shower areas can be addressed by creating
wet rooms as opposed to separate WC and shower facilities. The effect would be to give us a much larger community
space with greater utility, meeting the needs of a far wider range of community groups.

Critical dependencies. The critical dependency remains the delivery of the CLT project, which currently unlocks circa
£400k of funding. It is essential therefore that AAPC’s support for the CLT remain unwavering.

beam an

Swatts
rnal rear access 10
jing for match pla

ing 2
officials. Alternative mé

‘escape

level downlights, 6001

\
r{hmp up to porch less tha
1500mm dia manoeuv!

1in20

3

Serving hatch sash windov

h, 120 degree
warm white,

g
=) Efte
— char

Lo

X

1 1 RS

Meeting,
Private Room

Proposed ground floor plan 1:100

Table 1 — Approved Design



G
qj —

Bijumop [a19) MO

BUUSANSOUBW BIP WWODSL
adeosa
sueaw SANEWa)Y “SIBIOLO
B akeyd (Riew 10} BuiBueyd
SHEMG ‘BlUM ULBM
<o Bue weaq 3a169p 0z1. ‘ublY
AOpUW USES UoleY ﬁu!m\s
ozl
uey) ssa| wpiod o) dn dwey

e s
all

wwpog ‘s

Table 2 — Highlighted area to be created from sliding doors as required.

Next Steps. Once the outcome of the CDF application is known we can determine the way forward. First and
foremost, we will need to instruct the architect to prepare all the technical drawings to support a Tender process. We
also need to identify any early enabling works that can be undertaken and any early wins in respect of community
use of the site. We have already delivered the children’s play area, purchased new goals for the football pitches,
fenced off the car park and improved public accessibility by removing the permanent need to lock the car park entry
gate. We are highly likely to receive a request to support the installation of a single 3G cricket wicket and practice net.
There is a growing number of people who want to form a cricket team to play on a Sunday in the local ‘friendly’
league (circa 15 clubs). There is no need for sight screens, just a usable wicket and boundary rope. This will be a
matter for ClIrs to debate should an application appear, but the provision of another sporting facility for a very broad
ranged demographic in the community is perhaps what this entire project is about.

Cllr Maureen Flood and Cllr Susanne Hasselmann November 2026

Goodworth Clatford Village Club reopens after major refurbishment

We attended the opening of the Goodworth Clatford Village Club following the completion of a major refurbishment
project supported by a £70,699 award from Test Valley Borough Council’s Community Delivery Fund.

The investment funded new windows and external doors, alongside a full interior refurbishment, creating a warmer,



safer and more welcoming space for the community. The project was developed in response to strong local support,
with 180 responses received from 332 households.

To mark the completion of the works, the club welcomed councillors, alongside contractors, volunteers and everyone
involved in bringing the project to life.

The refreshed venue will continue to host a wide range of activities, including clubs, classes, celebrations and
community gatherings, while helping to secure the club’s long-term future at the heart of village life.

Council tax refund scam warning
Some residents have received scam emails claiming their council tax account is in credit and inviting them to click a
link to claim a refund.

Please be cautious of any unexpected emails about council tax refunds. If you receive one and are unsure whether it
is genuine, do not click any links. Instead, delete the email and contact the council directly to check the status of
your account.

Residents can contact our revenues team through the council website at www.testvalley.gov.uk/ContactRevenues or
by using the contact details shown on their latest council tax bill. Verifying contact details independently is the safest
way to protect yourself from scams.

Annual leaf clearance

The council's annual programmed leaf clearance operation will begin on Monday 26 October and is expected to take
approximately eight weeks to complete. Teams will focus on locations that regularly experience significant leaf fall,
while also responding to reports of excessive accumulations across the borough.

If you would like to report a significant build-up of leaves or require further information, please contact either of
your Borough Councillors.

Local Government Reorganisation
During a briefing with the Local Government Minister about Local Government Reorganisation it was confirmed that
a new unitary authority for our area will be established on 1t April 2029.

Shadow elections for the unitary authority will be held in May 2028, at the same time as the Mayoral election for
Hampshire and the Isle of Wight. Test Valley Borough Council elections will still be held in May 2027 meaning that
those councillors elected will serve for two years.

You will know TVBC was originally due to come to an end in 2028. However, the Government paused the process as
a number of Judicial Reviews of the process had emerged. We are now expecting a formal decision to be taken in 3
to 4 months' time.

National Scheme of Delegation
The Northern Area Planning Committee met on Thursday, 29 October 2026. It was the last meeting before the
National Scheme of Delegation came into force on 1 November 2026.

Both councillors and officers are now working through the implications and practicalities with Councillors no longer
being able to call any applications to Committee. We are hoping to have more clarity in December.

Suffice to say, we will continue to represent your views to Planning officers. However, it will be even more important
in the future for you to highlight any potentially contentious applications to us as soon as you pick them up and copy
us in your objection letters.

Furthermore, Full Council agreed a motion at the last meeting expressing cross-party dissatisfaction and agreed to
send a letter of protest to the Secretary of State for Housing, Communities and Local Government, warning that the
rules reduce transparency and undermine local democratic scrutiny.

Cllr Susanne Hasselmann, clirshasselmann@testvalley.gov.uk Also on Facebook: @susannehasselmannl
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Cllr Maureen Flood, clirmflood@testvalley.gov.uk

Update from Hampshire County Council — November 2026

Protecting what matters to you: Hampshire County Council invites views on options to help balance the budget
Hampshire residents are being invited to share their views on how the County Council can continue to balance its
budget in 2027/28 while protecting essential services.

Residents are now being asked to provide their views on a range of options to help close the budget gap, including:

. continuing to deliver efficiencies and reviewing how services are delivered
o pressing the Government for additional funding and legislative change

. generating additional income

. introducing or increasing charges for some services

. reducing, stopping or delaying some services

o increasing council tax

. using one-off funding from reserves

. seeking Exceptional Financial Support from the Government

People can have their say between 2 November to 11:59pm on 13 December 2026. via the online response form on
the consultation webpage: www.hants.gov.uk/budgetconsultation.

Hampshire County Council sets out scale of future financial challenge
Hampshire County Council has outlined the significant financial challenges it faces over the coming years as it plans
ahead for budget setting in February 2027 and beyond

By March 2028, the County Council will have delivered £770 million of recurrent savings over twenty years whilst
maintaining Council Tax rates at one of the lowest in the country and continuing to provide essential services that
remain independently rated as high performing. Hampshire's Children's Services are rated Outstanding by Ofsted,
Adult Social Care is rated Good by the Care Quality Commission, and the Government has given Hampshire an
overall amber rating for local road maintenance, including a green rating for the condition of its roads. Hampshire's
strong financial management has also been recognised through repeated independent reviews.

Every month, around 45 more older residents need our help paying for care after their own savings run out. More
children and adults need increasingly complex support. These are essential responsibilities, and we cannot simply
turn people away. The Government’s increase in employers’ National Insurance has added further costs for care
providers, feeding through into the fees councils must pay.

On top of that, the Government’s so-called Fair Funding changes will remove around £28 million from Hampshire's
funding in 2027/28, widening the shortfall we must address. There is nothing fair about taking money away from
Hampshire while the number of people needing our help continues to grow.

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20261030MTFS

Hampshire residents face a further wait for Government decision on council reorganisation plans
Residents, businesses and public services across Hampshire and the Solent area face a further wait to learn what
local government will look like in the future, following an announcement today by the Government

While the Minister for Local Government, Devolution and Growth, Jim McMahon has confirmed that councils will be
reorganised in April 2029, with shadow council elections expected in 2028, no final decision has been made on the
structure for Hampshire and the Solent area.

In September, the Government withdrew its original LGR decision for Hampshire and the Solent area which would

have seen four new unitary councils created on the Hampshire mainland from April 2028, replacing the 14 current

councils serving the area (Hampshire County Council, 11 district and borough councils and the two unitary councils
of Southampton and Portsmouth).

All the previously submitted proposals to reorganise councils will now be reconsidered, with an initial decision
expected before Christmas or early next year.


mailto:cllrmflood@testvalley.gov.uk
https://www.hants.gov.uk/budgetconsultation
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20261030MTFS

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20261029LGRupdate

Hampshire County Council set to consider proposals to enable household recycling changes in line with
Government standards

Proposals to help all Hampshire households recycle a wider range of household materials in future, including more
types of plastic packaging, will be considered by Hampshire County Council on 2 November

The recommendations focus on the preparations needed now to ensure Hampshire is ready to meet new
Government recycling requirements and make full use of the county's new £50 million Materials Recovery Facility in
Eastleigh when it becomes operational in 2028. This includes providing clarity to all authorities in Hampshire so that
they can make the necessary investment in collection service infrastructure such as vehicles and containers.

The report recommends that all district and borough councils across Hampshire must be ready to introduce a
consistent recycling collection system from May 2028. Under this approach, paper and cardboard would be collected
separately from other recyclable materials such as glass, plastics and metal packaging. This approach maximises the
quality of recycling collected and supports more efficient processing of materials.

Using a consistent single approach across Hampshire would also avoid the additional costs and operational
challenges associated with maintaining different recycling collection systems in different parts of the county.

The exact timetable for introducing any changes in each area would be confirmed through a detailed transition plan
linked to the opening of the new Eastleigh facility.

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20261026HouseholdRecycling

Essential improvement works to temporarily close Casbrook (Bunny Lane) Household Waste Recycling Centre
Residents are being advised that Casbrook Household Waste Recycling Centre (HWRC) will temporarily close from
Monday 12 October to reopen on Thursday 12 November while essential safety works are carried out

The work will involve replacing the existing tarmac surface beneath the site's waste containers with reinforced
concrete to provide a durable solution that will ensure the continued safe operation of the HWRC for years to come.
The current surface has been affected by the heavy vehicle movements associated with the day-to-day operation of
the recycling centre and is now reaching the end of its useful life. Engineering assessments have concluded that this
is needed to prevent ongoing deterioration, reduce future maintenance requirements, and support the safe
operation of the facility.

The County Council's booking system will help manage demand during the closure period with booking slots at
Casbrook HWRC over this period set to be removed in advance. Information about the closure will be shared on the
HWRC booking page, and signage will be placed at the site entrance to advise that the facility is temporarily closed.

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20060210CasbrookHWRC

Connect to Work: an opportunity for Hampshire businesses to find local talent and build an inclusive workforce
Employers across Hampshire are being invited to work with Hampshire County Council's Connect to Work
programme, which helps local businesses fill vacancies, retain valued employees, build a stronger, more inclusive
workforce and access skilled local talent that may otherwise be overlooked

Part of a national initiative funded by Government and led locally by Hampshire County Council, Connect to Work is
delivered in partnership with specialist employment support providers.

The programme aims to connect businesses with motivated local people who may face barriers to employment due
to a health condition, disability or other challenges, and support them to move into and stay in meaningful work,
providing ongoing help to both employers and employees once someone is in post.

Hampshire employers can find out more about the programme, and how it could support their workforce needs,
including free recruitment and ongoing guidance on the Connect to Work Employers webpage.

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20261012ConnectToWorkEmployers

Statutory consultation to be requested on future of The Clere School
Further discussions are due to take place about the future of The Clere School in north-west Hampshire

Following a formal request by the school’s governing body, Hampshire County Council recently ran a non-statutory
public consultation on a proposal to close the school from 31 August 2027. It follows a decline in pupil numbers with
241 children on roll at the start of this month, despite overall capacity for 725.



https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20261029LGRupdate
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20261026HouseholdRecycling
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20060210CasbrookHWRC
https://www.prosperityhampshire.org.uk/connect-to-work/for-employers
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20261012ConnectToWorkEmployers
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20251014smannellenham
https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20251014smannellenham

In the event of a closure, the County Council is proposing to give children at The Clere the option to transfer to The
Hurst School in Tadley. Visit the County Council’s website for full details of the proposal.

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20261012theclereschool

County Council backs biodiversity banking scheme to support nature recovery
Proposals agreed by Hampshire County Council are helping unlock new opportunities to support nature recovery
across the county

The County Council has approved the principle of using suitable land it owns for habitat banks - areas managed to
support nature recovery and enhance biodiversity. Habitat banks generate biodiversity units that developers can buy
to help meet biodiversity requirements when they cannot achieve the necessary improvements on their own
development sites. This generates income to support the long-term management of the land.

Individual future proposals for habitat banking will be considered on a case-by-case basis, with thorough land,
environmental, operational and financial assessments carried out before any decisions are made.

https://www.hants.gov.uk/News/20261023BiodiversityBank

Goodworth Clatford Village Club reopens following major community-led refurbishment

Goodworth Clatford Village Club welcomed residents, volunteers and project partners on Friday, 16 October to
celebrate the completion of a major refurbishment project supported by a £70,699 award from Test Valley Borough
Council's Community Delivery Fund.

The investment has funded the replacement of windows and external doors, alongside a refurbishment of the
interior, helping to create a warmer, safer and more welcoming space for residents. The improvements were
designed in response to strong community support, with 180 responses received from 332 households,
demonstrating the importance of the club to village life.

The refurbished venue will continue to provide space for a wide range of activities, from a variety of classes and
groups, community gatherings and celebrations, to clubs, snooker and social events. The improvements will also
help strengthen the club's long-term sustainability, ensuring it remains a valued asset at the heart of the community
for many years to come.

The project was supported through the council's Community Delivery Fund, which works alongside communities to
help deliver projects that create lasting benefits, strengthen local resilience and support places that matter most to
residents. Throughout the project, Test Valley Borough Council's community engagement officers worked closely
with the club committee, helping develop the plans and supporting the project from concept through to completion.

https://testvalley.gov.uk/news/2026/oct/goodworth-clatford-village-club-reopens-following-major-community-led-
refurbishment

£25,000 grant helps keep Broughton and Mottisfont on the move
A charity providing vital community transport in Broughton, Mottisfont and surrounding villages is celebrating the
arrival of a new electric bus, supported by a £25,000 grant from Test Valley Borough Council.

Broughton and Mottisfont Community Bus received the funding through the council’s Community Asset Fund to
contribute towards the new vehicle. It replaces an ageing bus which had become increasingly unreliable and costly
to maintain.

The entirely volunteer-run service helps local people travel to nearby towns for shopping, appointments and other
everyday needs. It also helps people get out, meet others and stay connected in an area with limited alternative
public transport.

The new electric bus will help secure the service for the future while reducing its environmental impact, supporting
the community’s wider focus on sustainability.

The community bus has been running since 1982 and provided more than 2,500 passenger journeys last year.

The new bus was celebrated at a Community Transport Week event attended by local residents and representatives
from Test Valley Borough Council, Hampshire County Council and MP Caroline Nokes. The event also highlighted new
community electric vehicle charging facilities in the village.

Local ward councillors Alison Johnston and Stewart MacDonald also attended the event.

https://testvalley.gov.uk/news/2026/oct/25-000-grant-helps-keep-broughton-and-mottisfont-on-the-move
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Council calls for review of new planning delegation rules

Test Valley Borough Council has expressed serious concerns about changes to the way planning applications are
decided under the government's National Scheme of Delegation (NSD), which came into effect on 31 October 2026.
The council has warned that the new arrangements imposed on the authority will significantly reduce transparency
and opportunities for councillors and their communities to actively participate in important planning decisions.

The NSD will change how planning applications are considered by councils across England. In many cases,
applications that may previously have been referred to a planning committee for determination will instead be
determined by planning officers under delegated powers.

Councillors at a meeting of Full Council on 14 October agreed to raise their concerns with the Secretary of State,
warning that the changes will undermine confidence in local democratic decision-making.

https://testvalley.gov.uk/news/2026/nov/council-calls-for-review-of-new-planning-delegation-rules

Cllr David Drew

Harewood ward, TVBC
Test Valley Central, HCC

APPENDIX B
Date:02/11/2026 Abbotts Ann Parish Council Page 1
Time: 10:08 Bank Reconciliation Statement as at 31/10/2026 User: AMANDA
for Cashbook 1 - Lloyds Treasurers Account
Bank Statement Account Name (s) Statement Date Page Balances
Lloyds Treasurers Account 3110/2026 78,527.11
78,527.11
Unpresented Payments (Minus) Amount
0.00
0.00
78,527.11
Unpresented Receipts (Plus)
0.00
0.00
78,527.11
Balance per Cash Book is :- 78,527.11

Difference is :- 0.00
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