Continuation of minutes of meeting on 26th July 2016

PETROCKSTOWE PARISH COUNCIL
Minutes of Parish Council meeting held in the Baxter Hall on 
Tuesday 26th July 2016 at 8pm.
Councillors present: I Fisher (Chair), J Harris (Vice Chair), J Jeffs, D Kelsey, A Hunkin, B Cameron, F Lowe (Clerk), 3 members of the public.

15. Apologies of Absence.  Apologies were received from Cllr M Busby, County Cllr A Boyd and PCSO Baker.  District Cllr R Wiseman not present.
16. Declarations of Interest.  None declared.
17. Public Session.  Fred and Sophie Caure put forward a proposal to purchase the Council owned car parking area in front of their property, 2 Church Gate, to convert into a private garden, maintaining 2 car parking spaces for this property.  They would be prepared to pay an agreed sum and all legal costs involved.  There was a discussion and it is believed that there is a clause in the current documentation preventing the Parish Council from selling or renting this land out to private individuals.  The Clerk was asked to find the relevant paperwork and advise asap.
18. Approval of Minutes.  The minutes of the Parish Council Meeting on 17th May 2016 having been previously circulated, were approved and signed as a correct record. 
19. Planning. The attached document was agreed as being the list of planning notices seen by all councillors.
20. Councillors Reports.
a) Recreation Ground.  Cllr Kelsey reported that the last 2 events of Sports Day and Summer Fete were a success, with the new bar area being well used.   Following the Sports Day, Rev Metz held a short commemorative service with medals presented to children celebrating the Queens 90th Birthday.  The Fete and Dog Show were well supported with the Hatherleigh Ukelele Bashers Band and Peter Wrights experiments being well received.  The next event is the Fireworks party on Thursday 3rd November in the Cropmech yard.
b) Play Area.  Cllr Jeffs announced that there was now enough money to pay TK Play for the existing equipment and complete the installation having received monies in the form of £10,000 from the Big Lottery fund, £2,000 from the TDC New Homes Build fund, £3,889.80 VAT refund and £111 from the stall at the Fete.  The plain rendered wall by the swings looks very plain and it was agreed that Cllr Hunkin ask Cheryl Cottle-Hunkin to design and paint a mural. It was agreed to have an official opening of the Play Area when finished and invite the local press.
c) Baxter Hall.  Cllr Harris reported that a large expanse of the roof had been leaking again and temporary repairs done will hopefully last 3-4 years.  There will need to be fundraising to raise the money for a new roof in the meantime.  The builder has said new guttering is required to help prevent leaking.  The exterior walls are being repaired and the Lottery grant received will only cover the cost of the walls, not the roof or guttering.  The next event at the hall is the Produce Show on 6th August and a list of all community events in the hall is now being printed in the Newsletter.
d) County/District Report.  No County of District Councillors available.
e) Police Report.  In PCSO Baker’s absence, the clerk read out the list for the preceding 3 months.  Crimes: 1 Common assault, 2 Criminal Damage, 1 Livestock worrying and 1 Threatening/abusive/insulting behaviour/words.  Logs: 1 Assault, 1 Broken down vehicle, 1 Anti-social behaviour, 1 Abandoned 999 and 1 Road traffic accident.

21. Matters arising from last PCM Minutes.
a) Clay Lorries.  The Clerk had received a response to her letter from the North Devon Works Manager who stated that he had re-issued instructions regarding driving through Petrockstowe Village.  There have however been further incidences of lorries in the village, damaging the tarmac on Brandize Hill and at Oaklands and the Clerk was actioned to write to the Highways Agency requesting 7.5 ton weight limit signs at Friars Hele, Bury Cross and Petrockstowe Station.  Cllr Harris asked that it be minuted that a resident had contacted her and offered to put up signs on Brandize Hill.  Unfortunately the contact number given was incorrectly noted and Cllr Harris has been unable to contact the resident.  It was also felt that signs should be requested through official channels.
b) War Memorial.  Mattie and Bryn from Townland Rise have volunteered to take over the looking after of the garden.
c) Website.  The Clerk receive a reply from Shaun de Courcy who is unable to suggest anyone to help.  The Clerk will advertise in the Newsletter.
d) Queen’s 90th Birthday Medals.  Due to ill health, Cllr Harris has been unable to distribute any medals.  After presenting and selling some at the Birthday celebrations, there are 23 left.  It was felt that if people had not shown any interest, then they should not be given out. It was debated that the newsletter item was confusing as to whether residents needed to request them.  It was felt that it was too late now to distribute them and that the remaining medals should be offered for sale at the forthcoming Produce Show at £2.50 each.  However, any children 16 years of age or under living in the village at the time of the Queens celebration who ask at the Produce Show, would receive one FOC if not previously given.

22. Current Business.  
a) [bookmark: _GoBack]Planning Meeting.  Cllr Fisher attended this meeting designed to give an idea of how TDC make decisions on planning applications.  Some information was not relevant to smaller parishes.  Cllr Fisher explained that approval is considered with regard to the Local Plan which is likely to be in full use in December 2017.  The new plan will have more influence as the implementation gets closer.  A list of Material and Non-Material Considerations were given for acceptance and refusal.  There are also grounds which you cannot refuse permission on.  It was agreed that the notes made by Cllr Fisher should be kept as a guide for future planning decisions
b) Basic Council Documents.  The Clerk explained that following consultation with DALC the Council are obligated to have several documents in place.  These are: Standing Orders, Financial Regulations, Code of Conduct, Policies on Data Protection, Freedom of Information and Filming of meetings, Annual membership of ICO, and Clerks Employment Contract.  These had been previously circulated to all councillors and it was proposed by Cllr Fisher and seconded by Cllr Hunkin to adopt these with immediate effect.  The Contract of Employment was signed by Cllr Fisher and Clerk.  These documents will be available on the Parish page of the website and in the Baxter Hall office and will be annually reviewed at the AGM.
c) Ground Insurance.  Cllr Kelsey explained that over the last few years the Cricket Club had paid for the buildings insurance and £5 hire for each home game.  The Cricket Club is no longer able to pay the insurance and the new bar area is not currently insured.  NFU Insurance has given a rebuild figure of £20,000 for the storage barn and bar, and a figure of £12,982 for the Pavilion.  The Rec Grd Chairman felt that as the Rec Grd is part of the Parish Council and the Cricket Club is not, then the PC should pay the insurance premium of £163.98 due on 07/08/2016.  The Chair of the Rec Grd is on holiday and unable to attend the meeting. During the ensuing discussion, it was ascertained that money from an old football a/c was initially used to pay the insurance and then it was taken over by the previous treasurer of the Cricket Club when the buildings were bought from Lord Clinton.  The Rec Grd became part of the PC solely to enable them to reclaim VAT and they have their own self-financing committee under the PC.  It was agreed unanimously that the PC would not pay the insurance premium.  It was also noted that all receipts put forward to the Clerk for reclaiming VAT need to be in the name of the Rec Grd or Parish Council.

23. Financial Matters.  
a) Precept Payments were agreed and signed by Cllrs Fisher and Hunkin as follows:
i) Cheque no 321: Payee St Petroc’s Church for £250 .00 granted under Burial Grounds and Cemeteries Local Government Act 1972 s214(6).
ii) Cheque no 322: Payee Citizens Advice for £10.00 granted under Section 137.
iii) Cheque no 323: Payee Friends of Clinton School for £30.00 granted under Section 137.
iv) Cheque no 324: Payee Baxter Hall for £201.00 (includes £1.00 Play Area Lease) granted under Section 137.
b) Cheque no 325: Payee Lord Burnett for Rec Grd Lease £1.00
c) Cheque no 326: Payee TK Play for Play Modular Multi Unit £6,600.00
d) Cheque no 327:	Payee Recreation Ground for VAT reclaimed £165.22
e) Cheque no 328: Payee Steve Raine for Internal Audit £100.00
f) Cheque no 329: Payee Fiona Lowe for Clerks expenses (£47.63) and annual anti-virus protection (£24.50) total £72.13
g) Cheque no 330: Payee Information Commissioner’s Office for Data Controller annual registration £35.00
h) £3,889.80 was allocated to the Play Area as VAT reclaimed.
i) TAP Fund.  It was approved that Merton can use Petrockstowe TAP Fund to purchase play equipment. 
The next meeting was confirmed as Tuesday 20th September 2016. 
With no further business, the meeting was declared closed at 9.55pm.



Chairman ………………………………………  Date ……………………………………………..
Initial of Chair ………………………………………………
