North Gosforth Parish Council
Minutes of a meeting of North Gosforth Parish Council held on 
 Wednesday 17 July 2024

Present: Councillor Agnew (Chair)
Councillors: Duell, Farrell, Henning, Loftus, Mears, Rawling and Spencer

In attendance: I Humphries – Clerk
                        Mr Malloy
                        Mrs Dixon 

                         
25. Apologies for absence
An apology for absence was received from Councillor Burnett.  

26.  Issues raised by Members of the Public
· Mrs Dixon was present, representing the WI and seeking information regarding a proposal that the WI might be interested in maintaining the planting tubs in Brunton and Melton Parks. The history behind the suggestion previously put to some members of the WI was discussed and Mrs Dixon explained that the proposal should have been considered at a full meeting rather than the gardening group. Aimed with the full proposal, Mrs Dixon undertook to raise the matter at their September meeting.
· Commemorative Bench Seat – Mr Malloy was present to seek permission to have a commemorative bench seat on Lincoln Green in memory of Harry Knox who had been a longstanding resident of Brunton Park.
The Chair suggested to members that a policy document was needed for such requests and offered a draft of such a document for consideration. Members were generally in agreement with the draft policy document, suggesting some minor amendment.
It was agreed that consent be given to the request subject to the criteria set out in the Policy document (as amended).


27. Ward Councillors Update
      In the absence of ward councillors, a written report was provided.
· Parking at Melton Park Shops – raised with City Transport officers to consider a Traffic Regulation Order.
· Q3 and other Bus Services – changes highlighted and seeking an all party stakeholders meeting in conjunction with great Park Neighbourhood Association.
· Concern regarding dog walkers dumping poo bags in the water courses.
· Residents of Melton Park concerned about lack of play parks.
· The bin at north end of Bridle path moved south to Bridle path at the Ferriby cut through.


28. Minutes
The minutes of the meeting of the Parish Council held on 19 June 2024              were confirmed as a correct record.

29. Matters arising from the minutes of the previous meeting
· The proposed HMO was to be considered by Planning Committee. A license had also been applied for. As the latter was likely to be granted, the planning application may not proceed. The Consortium had been asked to consider this development and the existing covenant on the property.
· A draft template for the survey of roads and footpaths was being prepared and would be circulated to all members.
30. Scout Hut Lease
[bookmark: _Hlk162174675]       It was agreed that legal advice be sought regarding the proposed draft lease.

31. Grounds Maintenance
It was noted that IDM were yet to reply to a request for a quotation for the work. It was agreed to seek an on-site meeting with Robertson. It was noted that the grass had recently been cut.

There was some necessary tree work to be undertaken by Olivers

         A draft Policy for dealing with designated Village Greens was tabled and   
      subsequently approved.

      It was agreed that a letter be sent to all residents backing on to Hilton Green 
      regarding the unacceptable practice of dumping garden waste and other debris.   

32. Financial Matters
      Members authorised payments to Clerk salary, HMRC and Insurance.
                                                                                             
33. Correspondence
      A letter regarding the need to keep dop waste bags from the water courses was 
      received.

34.  Planning Matters      
Applications in respect of the following properties were considered –
 
	2024/0920/01/DET
	MacDonalds,erection of single story extension to side, hardstanding for 10 bicycle racks, additional outdoor seating and reconfiguration of parking bays
	Concern at impact on Highways.


        

35. Matters raised by Members
· The Community Centre was not returning £200 deposits if damage occurred during events.
· Polworth Road – nos, 94,96 and 98 were without drives and cars were being parked there by residents of Clarendon Mews, Brunton Lane.
· The Q3 bus service was reportedly ceasing, while changes were to be made to other services resulting with no buses on Sundays or after 7.00pm for the east side of The Great Park.
· Members considered the merits using social media to give notice of the current vacancy.
· The next meeting of Parsh Councils and the City Council was scheduled for 27 November on Teams.


Date of Next Meeting
Due to the August Recess, the next meeting was scheduled for 18 September 2024


