Bardon Mill Parish Council
13t May 2025
Draft Minutes

Present | ClIr S Furlong Clir V Furlong Clir A Sharp - County
Clir G Gill Clir M Nixon Clerk — Mrs Susan Saunders
Clir J Oliver Cllr C Swinburne
Clir M Robson
Time | 6.30pm
18/25 | Election of Chairman — CliIr Stuart Furlong was nominated and accepted. No other nominations
were received. Cllr Furlong signed his declaration of acceptance.
Proposed Clir G Gill Seconded Clir M Robson Approved
19/25 | Election of Vice Chairman - CliIr Gill was nominated and accepted. No other nominations were
received.
Proposed Clir S Furlong Seconded Clir V Furlong Approved
20/25 | Apologies for Absence — No Apologies
21/25 | Declarations of Interest — no interests declared
22/25 | Minutes of the previous meeting held on Tuesday 11" February 2025
The minutes were approved
Proposed Clir M Nixon Seconded Clir G Gill Approved
23/25 | Matters Arising from the minutes of Tuesday 13" August not dealt with elsewhere in
the current agenda.
Station Road — This item was not on the agenda but, members agreed in principal that they
would donate £250 to the scheme and this would be approved in the August meeting. Henshaw
Parish are to donate £750 and ClIr Sharp will donate £3500 from the members capital scheme.
The residents are to donate £1500 and then it is hoped Network Rail will contribute the balance.
24/25 | Matters arising from the Annual Parish Meeting — Meeting to be held on 23 May 2025
25/25 | Public Questions — no questions
26/25 | Planning Applications
Determined:
25/00445/FUL Glencrest 6 Westwood Cottages - single storey extension — GRANTED
24/03683 Hazel Hurst — two storey house and car port — appeal commenced 8 April for 5 weeks.
27/25 | Planning Applications - Northumberland National Park Authority— no plans to consider
28/25 | Northumberland County Council -
ClIr Furlong congratulated ClIr Sharp on retaining his seat in the recent elections and it shows he
is appreciated in the area.
Clir Sharp reported that broadband has been approved for the Scrogwood area. Members
mentioned potholes from A69 towards Ridley Bridge which Clir sharp will address.
29/25 | Statutory Policies—
29/25.01 Standing Orders and Financial Regulations — it was agreed that no changes were
necessary.
Proposed CliIr G Gill Seconded Clir V Furlong Approved
29/25.02 General Power of Competence — it was agreed to adopt the policy.
Proposed CliIr G Gill Seconded CliIr V Furlong Approved
30/25 | Northumberland National Park Authority
30/25.01 Report from Cllr A Saunders - the report is to be emailed round.
30/25.02 Representation on NNPA — Council voting — to approve selection process. There are 3
posts for council members of parishes with areas in the park. If only 3 councillors apply there will
not be an election. However, if more apply then there will be a hustings on Thursday 3™ June
where the council can cast its vote. It was agreed that, if this was the case, Clir S Furlong would
attend and make the decision on behalf of the council.
31/25 | AB9 — The clerk was asked to write to Michael Morgan again in view of the recent accident to a
pedestrian crossing the road and ask when the crossings will be progressed.
32/25 | Grants Request

Bardon Mill & Henshaw Village Hall have written in to request funding support for improving the
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flooring in the hall. Members agreed to donate £500 towards this repair.
Proposed Clir G Gill Seconded Clir C Swinburne Approved

33/25

St Cuthbert’s Church, Beltingham Maintenance

33/25.01 To accept request from Parochial Church Council to undertake the maintenance of the
closed part of the church grounds under section 215(1)(a) of The Burial Act 1853

33/25.01 To request that Northumberland County Council undertake the continued maintenance
of the church grounds under section 215(3) of The Burial Act 1853.

The PCC are meeting on 22" May and hope to approve their request for the council to take over
the maintenance. If the council want to ask NCC it has to be completed within 3 months. The
members agreed that should they be asked, then this is what they will do and approved the
requests in advance in order that this could be completed in a timely manner.

Proposed Clir S Furlong Seconded Clir V Furlong Approved

34/25

Reports on Financial Matters

34/24.01 Insurance — Although the council is in along term agreement with another year to run,
Clear Councils - the current brokers, have changed their insurers which has increased the
premium to £438.97, an increase of £42.51. However, as the contract has been altered, the
council could terminate the LTA and find other quotes. Zurich town & parish Insurers are now
offering a simplified online insurance to councils with precept under £30,000. The quote received
from them is £304.00.

Members approved switching to Zurich for the insurance.

Proposed Clir S Furlong Seconded Clir C Swinburne Approved
34/24.02 SLCC membership — Members agreed to paying the share of the clerk’s subscription.
Proposed CliIr G Gill Seconded Clir S Furlong Approved

34/24.03 Bank reconciliation, Income & Exp as at 315t March 2025 - the accounts were received.
34/24.04 Accounts for pay as at 13" May 2025

BARDON MILL PARISH COUNCIL
BANK RECONCILIATION Appendix 2 min ref: 34/25.04
BANK £ £ £
Balance as at 30/04/2025
Current Account £8,037.92
Plus outstanding lodgements
Less outstanding payments HVRC PAYE 0.00
NET BANK BALANCES AT 30/04/2025 £8,037.92
The net balances reconcile to the Cashbook - receipts and
payments account - for the year as follows
CASH BOOK £ £
Opening Balance as at 1st april 2025 5377.92 £5,377.92
£5,377.92
Add: Receipts in the Year £2,668.00
Less Payments in the Year £8.00
Closing balance per Cash Book [Receipts & Payments] £8,037.92
as at 30/04/2025 £0.00
Payments for 13 May 2025
Zurich Town & Parish 304.00 Insurance
NALC 5.00 New councillor training in January paid after Feb meeting
NALC 199.68 Subscription & website
HSBC 32.00 Apr-July
TVCRP 10.00 subscription
Beltingham -Room Hire 75.00 5 mestings 25-26
Bardon Mill Village Hall 32.00 hire of hall for meeting
Henshaw 372.87 Redbrun work inspections and maintenance
SMS Exp 27.50 SLCC subscription share
Bardon Mill Village Hall 500.00 Donation
David Newman 100.00 internal Auditor
Total Payments to Approve 1658.05
Receipts
NCC Precept 2668.00 1sttranche 8/4/25

The accounts of £1658.05 were approved for payment which includes the updated insurance, the

grant to the village hall and the internal auditor’s fee.

Proposed Clir S Furlong Seconded Clir C Swinburne Approved
34/24.05 AUDIT REPORT

34/24.05.01To consider and agree any actions arising from the report of the internal auditor -
Only a few minor points were raised such as a reserve policy and an invoice stamp. It was agreed
they would be addressed for the August meeting.

Page 2 of 4
Signed Chair Date 12 August 2025




Bardon Mill Parish Council
13t May 2025
Draft Minutes

34/24.05.02 To approve the Annual Governance Statement

34/24.05.03 To approve the draft accounts 24-25

34/24.05.04 To approve the Accounting Statement and Explanation of Variances

34/24.05.05 To confirm and approve the Certification of Exemption

Members approved the above and the chair and clerk signed the forms.

Proposed Clir V Furlong Seconded Clir C Swinburne Approved
34/24.05.06 To confirm the dates for the public right of Inspection. The dates are set from 3™
June until 14% July.

34/24.05.07 Internal Auditor — It was agreed to ask the current auditor if he would undertake
the audit for this year.

Proposed Clir S Furlong Seconded Clir G Gill Approved

35/25

Correspondence received since last meeting - Noted

36/25

Any other relevant business — no matters

37/25

Crow Hall Farm Woodland Creation Project

7.10pm — it was agreed to adjourn the meeting and re-convene in the village hall for the last part
of this agenda.

Proposed Clir S Furlong Seconded ClIr G Gill Approved

Clir M Nixon Jeft the meeting.

7.30pm Meeting re-convened. 25 members of the public in attendance.

Mr Sam Roberts the representative from Euroforest Silviculture, who are the agents for the
landowners of Crow Hall Farmland, was present to introduce the creation project. He stated that
they are in the early stages and as such had no survey information he could share. The ecological
and archaeological surveys have not been completed as yet but he reported there has been a
breeding bird survey. Figures he gave estimate that there will be up to 65% of single species,
10% of another species, 25% of open space and up to 5% of native borders. The single species
will be sitka spruce which will be sold for timber.

A number of questions and concerns were raised: which included breeding birds, site access,
grant funding and income stream, public access, proximity to houses, weedkiller, utility issues,
timescale, contact information.

e Breeding birds — the public expressed concern the survey was undertaken when there
were few birds around. More surveys will be undertaken if the Forestry Commission ask
them to do so.

e Grant Funding — £31,000 can be claimed from Forestry Commission for surveys. However,
Mr Roberts did report that there is £2m grant funding available and a further £2m to
complete the site.

e Income Stream — from selling the timber. Unusable land will be sold off.

o Site access — will be from the A69 where there are 3 entrances.

e Proximity to nearby houses — there will be 30m open space then broadleaves then sitka
spruce.

e Utility issues — the main water pipe from Haydon Bridge to Haltwhistle runs along this
land. Utility companies will be consulted with and a buffer will be set by Northumbrian
Water.

e Timescale — It is estimated that all plans will be approved by March 2026 and the area
planted by winter 2026.

e Contact information — Mr Roberts is the contact and will set up a website by the end of
next week. Comments can be submitted, and he will keep a log of them. The Forestry
Commission can be contacted as the regulator.

Mr Roberts will be attending Haydon Bridge Parish Council on 22" May.

38/25

Dates and times of next meeting — Henshaw Church Hall
Annual Parish Meeting - Friday 23rd May 2025 at 7.00pm
Council Meeting - Tuesday 12 August 2025 — 7.00pm
The meeting closed at 8.20pm
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Addendum:
The following questions were asked and answered after the meeting so do not form part
of the minutes.

What ground cultivation methods are planned - We will look to use continuous
mounding for the majority of the site. This will primarily be in the areas where we
are planting conifers and where there are continuous areas of broadleaves, there
will also be a component of hinge mounding where we want the planting to look
less regimented / site conditions prevent continuous mounding. Flat planting will
take place for the non-continuous areas of native broadleaves and in the more
sensitive areas (I.e. around watercourses and utilities). Confirmation of how much
of each cannot be given yet as we do not have a finalised species plan.

What herbicide regime is planned? We are planning to use glyphosate spot
spraying (with a knapsack) for maintenance operations where needed. We will
also plan in the used of Propyzamide to control grasses should they become a
problem. Cypermethrin may be used to control weevils (Hylobius) in areas on
confier restock where felling of existing shelterbelts wooded areas takes place.
Product labels will be followed, and dosage is usually lower than the maximum
rate stated on the product label.

Will hares be controlled by shooting? Generally, or within fenced areas? Whilst not
the primary target for lethal control of pests on Site, Hare population will be
controlled by our stalkers should they prove to be causing damage to the crop
both within and outside the fenced areas.

Where deer fences cross public rights of way, what provisions will be made for
access?

Multi-user self-closing gates as appropriate to the level of PROW will be installed.
There will be no reduction in formal access to the site.

Many stiles and gates on public rights of way are in poor condition. While this is a
County Council responsibility, their resources are limited, and the local community
would appreciate if you would undertake to remove/improve stiles and gates on
public rights of way within the property. Will you undertake to do so? If you could
provide a list of locations that are of particular concern, we will look into this for
you.

While reserving opinions on the overall scheme, the community is strongly of the
opinion that the southerly views from the road east of Thorngrafton should be
preserved. This would require leaving the three fields immediately south of this
road completely unplanted. Will you undertake to do this in your planting plans?
The proposal will be designed in line with UK Forestry Standard principles and
under aavisement of the Forestry Commission’s Landscape Advisor. Unfortunately,
we cannot commit to leaving 12 ha unplanted. My client would consider the sale
of land at appropriate pricing should that be a prospect.
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