


Haltwhistle Town Council - Minutes for the Meeting on Monday 13th of April 2026 at 6:30pm Venue: Haltwhistle Library, First Floor

Present: Cllr A Sharp (Chair), Cllr M Ridley (Vice-Chair), Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Cllr S Nixon, Cllr K Teasdale, Cllr G Heppell, Cllr J Sheils, Cllr A Howells, Cllr S Dalglish, Cllr A Cheverst
Also Present: Emma Ackroyd (Clerk), Jan Birks (Deputy Clerk), County Councillor Rachel Mathieson, Haley Howells (co-opted Councillor)

6pm – Cllrs heard a presentation from Tynedale Hospice
Memorial – Dr Graham Ridley
The Chair reported with regret the passing of Dr Graham Ridley, a former Town Councillor and respected member of the community. A minute’s silence was observed in his memory.

79/26 Co-option of Councillor
The Council considered an application for co-option and brought this item forward.
Proposed: Cllr S Dalglish, Seconded: Cllr A Cheverst – Approved (Unanimous)

67/26 Apologies for Absence None received 
68/26 Public Questions None received.

69/26 Declarations of Interest No declarations of interest were made.

70/26 Minutes of the Previous Meeting
The minutes of the meeting held on 2nd March 2026 were considered.
Proposed: Cllr G Heppell, Seconded: Cllr S Nixon – Approved

71/26 Matters Arising from the Minutes
Members noted:
· The Christmas lights coffee afternoon raised approximately £1,600. 
· A memorial bench and mosaic have been installed at the hospital and were well received. 
To add consideration of future Christmas lights funding to the next agenda.

72/26 Grounds – Reports and Resolutions Arising The Grounds report was received and noted, no meeting held due to bank holiday.

72/26.01 Grounds Committee
· Tenders for repainting public benches are in progress, with expressions of interest received. 
· Bus shelter repairs remain outstanding; repainting to follow repairs. 
· Quote of £180 for Perspex panel repairs approved.
Proposed: Cllr A Sharp, Seconded: Cllr G Heppell – Approved 
· Comb Hill football pitch resurfacing and goal provision discussed. Deferred to next Grounds Committee meeting for site review.
· Coffee morning arrangements progressing; donations of raffle prizes and cakes requested. 
· Mosaic works completed to a high standard. Clerk to write to Northumberland County Council to thank them for the completed works.

72/26.02 Public Seating and Bus Shelters
· Request for a memorial plaque on an existing bench considered. Decision deferred pending further clarification.

72/26.03 Public Footpaths, Lighting and Amenities
· Reports of graffiti on litter bins noted. Repaint affected bins.

73/26 Northumberland County Council Report
The report from County Councillor Rachel Mathieson was received.
Members noted:
· Council Tax support scheme available for vulnerable residents. 
· Additional support available for increased energy costs. 
· Memorial Park fencing issues reported. 
· Tynedale Community Partnership meeting held in Haltwhistle. 
· Meeting held with NCC regarding Borderlands funding, with follow-up planned in six months. 

74/26 Police Report
The Police report was received and noted.
Members noted incidents of burglary, antisocial behaviour, and criminal damage.

75/26 Neighbourhood Plan
Members noted limited progress due to time constraints. Chair to meet with relevant members to review progress.

76/26 Borderlands
Members noted:
· Ongoing discussions with NCC regarding funding and project delivery. 
· Progress on swimming pool plant room funding. 

77/26 Monthly Councillor Surgery
Report received and noted. Cllr G Heppell and Cllr A Sharp to attend the next surgery on 25th of April.

78/26 Planning Applications
The following applications were considered:
· 26/00947/FUL – Retrospective garden pod 
· 26/00745/FUL – Altered parking arrangement 
· 26/01152/FUL – Change of use to florist 
No objections to all applications.

80/26 Reports on Financial Matters
Financial reports were presented and noted.
Members reviewed:
· Current balance and precept received 
· VAT refund received 
· Year-end financial position and savings achieved 
Proposed: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie, Seconded: Cllr K Teasdale – Approved
Asset register reviewed and accepted.

81/26 Rights of Rivers Motion
Council considered the motion supporting the “Rights of Rivers” initiative.
Proposed: Cllr S Dalglish, Seconded: Cllr D Rogan-Mackie – Approved (Unanimous)


82/26 Haltwhistle & District Joint Burial Committee
Meeting scheduled for 14th of April. Report noted.

83/26 Haltwhistle Swimming & Leisure Centre
Members noted:
· Pool reopening on 18th of April 
· Ongoing work towards plant room improvements 
· Progress on play zone proposals 

84/26 Media & Press
Report noted. Continued promotion of Council activities encouraged.

85/26 Correspondence Correspondence received was noted.

86/26 Annual Town Meeting
Members discussed arrangements. Agreed to hold the Annual Town Meeting on Tuesday 19th of May at 6:30pm and to start promoting.

87/26 Any Other Business
Armstrong’s 100-year anniversary event noted. 

88/26 Dates of Next Meetings
Annual Town Meeting – Tuesday 19th of May 2026 at 6:30pm
Town Council Meeting – Monday 11th of May 2026 at 6:30pm
Grounds Meeting – 5th of May 2026 10am
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