

 MINUTES OF THE EXTRA ORDINARY MEETING OF BROMPTON RALPH PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING HELD ON 10th NOVEMBER 2022 AT BROMPTON RALPH VILLAGE HALL AT 7.30pm
Attendees: Councillors S Baker (Vice Chair), J Elliott (Chairman), P Heard, S Merritt, A Sellick, 
		P Bainbridge (Clerk)					       

Members of the Public: 2
Public Question Time:  No questions
1. Apologies accepted: D Holmes,  SWT District Councillors D Mansell & S Pugsley
2. Declarations of interest: None
3. Minutes of the Previous Meetings:  P Heard proposed and S Merritt seconded and it was unanimously agreed that the minutes of the meeting on 29th September are a true and correct record and were subsequently signed by the Chairman.  
4. 	AGAR
a. Bank Reconciliation 31st March 2022 – presented and approved.
b. Internal Audit Report – the internal auditor’s report was discussed by the Council. It was felt that a thorough examination had taken place and issues highlighted. Many of these have already been brought to the council’s attention and addressed by the current clerk with the support of the new council. 
c. Annual Governance Statement – approved.
d. Accounting Statements – approved.
e. Certificate of Exemption – approved. It was proposed by S Baker and seconded by S Merritt and approved. The Clerk kept the external auditor updated about the problems experienced by the Parish Council following the elections in May, and the Council was therefore given dispensation to exempt itself despite the fact that it was not able to meet key deadlines.
5. 	Payments for Approval – P Heard proposed and A Sellick seconded and the following were approved. All cheques were signed at the meeting.
a. Somerset Association of Local Councils (SALC) Affiliation Fee - £62.02
b. Community First Insurance Annual Renewal - £171.77
c. Clerk’s Wages November & December including PAYE - £154.17 x 2
d. HMRC PAYE £374.94 (unpaid PAYE & Interest prior August 2021)
e. Internal Auditor T Payne - £100.00
f. Brompton Ralph Village Jubilee Commemoration - £500 (budget)*
g. The Royal British Legion Wreath - £18*
h. Defibrillator Pads & Batteries Telephone Box - £127.00 net (VAT £25.40)*
* It was resolved that the Council in accordance with its powers under section 137 of the Local Government Act 1972 should incur the following expenditure which, in the opinion of the Council, is in the interests of the area or its inhabitants and will benefit them in a manner commensurate with the expenditure.	     
6.  	Pre-Budget Discussion – The Council is aware that the reserves currently held are above what is recommended and that there should be no increase in the amount of money asked for through the precept in the next year. Projects agreed several years ago but which have not come to fruition, including village signs, would require the use of the existing reserves. The war memorial request and maintenance could also require expenditure from the reserves. It was expected that the purchase of a bench for the village green would occur in this financial year. While there are currently no plans, there is likely to be expenditure associated with the commemoration of the coronation of King Charles III. The Clerk is currently paid for 3 hours a week and it is possible that an increase in hours is required. 
7. 	Planning Permissions for Comment	
a. Ref: 3/02/22/003 Erection of single storey extension to north-east elevation
Town House, Brompton Ralph, Taunton, TA4 2RU, Grid Reference Easting: 308481 Northing: 132551.  The Council agreed no comment was required. 
b. ABD/02/22/00 Prior approval for change of use of agricultural building into 1 No. dwelling house (Class C3) and for associated operational development Pleasant View Barn, Parish Quarry Road, Brompton Ralph, TA4 2SA Grid Reference Easting: 307193 Northing: 133523
The Council discussed the planning application. S Merritt proposed and seconded by P Heard to support the application which was agreed by a majority and the Clerk will submit the support of the application to SWT. 
8.       LCN Consultation – The Chairman reported that he and the Clerk attended a meeting at Cutcombe on the proposed layout/maps for the new Local Community Networks to be set up to administer the services by the new Somerset Council from April 2023. A discussion was held, and councillors thought that Brompton Ralph was more aligned with the Exmoor parishes and should therefore be part of the proposed Area C. The Clerk will forward these comments.  
9.      Clerk’s Report – Wiveliscombe Community First Responders delivered a session in basic first aid including the use of a defibrillator which was well received by those who attended. The issues of water run-off at Rook’s Nest was reported to the Highways Steward. Clerk is waiting for a report back. The stonemason has come back with figures from the meeting in July at the war memorial. As instructed the Clerk has written to the Post Office about their decision not to support the move, conveying the fact that this has meant the village shop is now less viable and as a consequence will probably close.
10.   Councillors’ Reports and Items for Future Agendas – Issues on Ashland Knapp Lane, Shurtland Land flooding and the condition of Winters Lane were brought up. The Clerk will report these on the Somerset County’s reporting facility.
11.    Date of next meeting Thursday 1st December 2022 at 7.30pm at Brompton Ralph Village Hall.

Chair Cllr J Elliott declared the meeting closed at 20.55 pm.
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