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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting held on 11th November 2008 in the Village Hall Club Room

Present:  Cllrs J Rivers (Chairman), Mrs S Mash, A Mayer, D Lewis, D Pennyfather, D Chesson, P Lyon, Rob Perfitt (Community Warden), 8 members of the public and Mrs Y Osborne (Clerk)

1682.
Declarations of Councillors Interests:  Cllr Mash declared an interest in agenda item 12c)

Minute No.  1694.c)   
Cllrs Lewis, Pennyfather and Lyon declared an interest in agenda item 8 
Minute No. 1690. and Cllr Lewis agenda item 12b) Minute No. 1694.b)

1683.
Update Register of Councillors Interests:  None

1684.
Apologies and reason for absence:  Borough Councillor Mick Burgess

The meeting was adjourned for the Public Session

1685.
To confirm Minutes of the Meeting held on 14th October 2008:  Confirmed and signed as a


correct record.

1686.
Matters Arising:  See Clerk's Report 

1687.
At this point the Chairman gave thanks to Rob Perfitt, Community Warden, who is moving on 


within the Community Warden Scheme.  His work had made a tremendous difference to 


Wittersham.

1688.
Planning Applications:  The planning application had been circulated to Councillors before the meeting.


08/01576/AS  Park House – Erection of a two storey side extension.  Clerk reported that the 


nearest neighbour had not been consulted by ABC's Planning Department and had asked that


the Council delay it's decision.  However, after a brief discussion it was agreed to Support this


application but concern was expressed at the Planning Department's error.

1689.
KCC – Gypsy & Traveller Accommodation:  Cllr Lewis reported on a meeting he had attended run by SEERA and recommended not to respond to the Consultation. 

At this point Cllrs Lewis & Lyon left the meeting

1690.
Village Green & Recreation Ground Byelaws:  Following the decision made at the previous meeting it was agreed that a notice be placed on the Village Green stating that Dogs must be kept under proper control, on a lead, on the Village Green.

Cllrs Lewis & Lyon returned to the meeting

1691.
Parish Website:  Cllr Lyon informed the meeting that the website was up and running and had a Parish Council page and that an article has been written for the next issue of Outlook on Oxney.  The address is www.wittersham.org 

1692.
War Memorial:  Had been cleaned on 5th November and an invoice received for £1200 plus VAT together with before and after photographs with a recommendation that it be cleaned every two years at a cost of £450 plus VAT.  Cllrs were quite appalled that the top (cushion, orb & crown) was still black and that only a ladder had been used to clean it.  Alan Wood had provided photographs of the last time it had been cleaned.  It was agreed that the MD of Burlite be invited to have a look at the work during the day and his comments requested.  In the meantime payment of the invoice will be withheld.

1693. 
Business Networking:  During the Parish Plan meetings and from questionnaires completed the Chairman had become aware that there was a need for this and suggested that a social event be held inviting local businesses to meet together socially.  Wednesday 17th December was arranged and Cllrs were invited to attend.

Page 422

1694.
Correspondence:


a)  Ivy Court Surgery – Inaugural meeting of patient participation/reference group.  No Cllr was able to attend so it was agreed to put letter in a Notice Board

At this point Cllr Lewis left the meeting


b)  Mervyn Toogood – Removal of brambles on Coronation field & fence between Village Green &  Coronation Field.  After a short discussion it was agreed to get advice from DEFRA on the subject with regard to the Great Crested Newt habitat and after a vote it was agreed not to replace the fence but that the area be monitored

Cllr Lewis returned and Cllr Mash left the meeting


c)  Outlook on Oxney – Request for donation towards cost of magazine.  Cllrs agreed to a donation of £2500

Cllr Mash returned to the meeting


d)  KCC Highways – Parish Council visits.  Suggested that Jennie Wickenden, our Liaison Officer, be invited to meet with the Clerk at one of the Parish Desk sessions to discuss problems in the village especially the state of the footway between Court Glebe and Addision Cottages and the fact that although the gullies have been cleaned the piping between some of them is blocked, especially in Swan Street.


e)  Neighbourhood Youth Forum 5/11/08.  Request feedback.


For noting


 f)  CARM – Volunteer Leaflets – to be available at Parish Desk


g)  Graham Jolley Ltd – Letter of thanks for invitation to the last meeting


h)  KCC – Regulation Committee Member Panel – Application to Register Land at Coronation 
Field and The Village Green as a new village green – 2 letters.


i)  KCC – Legal & Democratic Services – Database update


Previously Circulated


j)  KALC – Minutes of 1st October 08,     k)  KALC – Annual Report & Notice of AGM 


l)  Parish Forum Minutes of 23/07/08     m)  Friends of the High Weald Newsletter 


n)  Southern Water Stakeholder Report – Questionnaire completed by Cllr Mayer

1695.
To Authorise Payment:


i)
Venus Cleaners – Street Cleaning during October £100.  Authorised


ii)
HM Revenue & Customs – Paye Mth 7  £63.20  Authorised

iii)
R A Pudan – Grass Cutting etc. Inv 22  £385  This includes the £30 agreed at the last 
meeting.  Authorised

iv)
Audit Commission – Audit Fee £135 plus VAT £158.63  Authorised

1696.
Working Party Reports:


a) 
Finance 



i)   Monthly Transaction Statement – Agreed and signed.



ii)  Budget Proposal – Cllr Lewis explained that £3,000 is proposed for capital work to 



the Cemetery for fencing and pathways with Coronation Field and the Churchyard being



included in Running Costs and £500 being allowed for a new Notice Board.   A precept of 
£16,275.00 will be proposed at the next meeting.


b)
Planning 



Decisions received from ABC:



08/01434/AS  The Beeches – Erection of 2 new dormer windows to the South East





Elevation                                                                                            Granted



08/01103/AS  Land at Moons Green Farm – The erection of a dwelling house without





an agricultural occupancy condition and change of use of adjacent barn





to ancillary accommodation (retrospective)             Granted with conditions



08/01144/AS   Bates Oast – Conversion of existing double garage to living





accommodation including dormer to west elevation with associated




      
roof works.  Erection of detached replacement double garage          Granted
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                      08/01417/AS   Lordings – Renewal of planning consent 06/01442/AS for 2 year     
     


temporary permission for mobile home


           Granted

                        08/01429/AS  The Smitings, Poplar Road – To erect a detached dwelling house with





integral garage and private drive 




Support


            08/01430/AS   The Smitings, Poplar Road – To erect a detached dwelling house with





detached garage and private drive    


  

Support                                                                                                           



Considered prior to this meeting:



08/00150/TC   Furners – Fell Eucalyptus Tree                                                          Support



08/01578/AS   Listed Building Consent – 2 Queens Head Cottages – replace 



kitchen window and french doors                                                                              Support


c)
Highways & Footpaths – Nothing to report


d)
Open Spaces – Cllr Lyon reported that the bonfire celebrations had been successful and 
the remains of the fence between the Village Green and Coronation Field had been 
removed.


e)
Cemetery –  Nothing to report.

1697.
Reports (for noting) from Representatives on outside bodies: 


i) Village Hall Management Committee – Cllr Pennyfather gave an update on the refurbishment


of the hall.  The Club Room kitchen had been completed and the car park was in the process of being resurfaced.  Further grants had been obtained.


ii) Parish Forum  –  The Chairman reported on this meeting at which they had been informed that ABC want to charge Parish Councils for Standard Committee meetings.

1698.
Date of next Parish Council Planning Meeting:  24th November 2008

1699.
Date of the next full Parish Council Meeting:   9th December 2008

1700.
Items for Information:


a)  KALC Parish News No. 335.  Freedom of Information Act: Up-dated Publication Scheme to 
be on the agenda for the next meeting


b)  KALC – Clive Powell is leaving.  Informal Farewell will be held on 17th December between


12 and 2 for Clerks and Cllrs to attend.


c)  KCC Verge cutting satisfaction survey to be completed.


d)  Eastern & Coastal Kent NHS – Questionnaire for completed.  Cllr Mayer offered to do this.


e)  Suggested that Byelaws be displayed on the Village Green


f)  The hedge alongside the old Sweatmans Garage site is overgrown.  Suggested Clerk write to 


Developers.

At this point the public were asked to leave 

1701.
To consider NALC's Notice of Clerk's Interim payment award and hours worked:  see


Confidential File

1702.
To consider the Chairman's proposal with regard to Councillor standards:  see Confidential


File

The meeting finally closed at 22.10hrs

