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MINUTES OF THE PARISH COUNCIL MEETING HELD ON TUESDAY 13TH JUNE 2017 AT THE ALLENS, ALBION ROAD, MARDEN COMMENCING AT 7.30PM 

	021/17
	PRESENT:  Cllrs Adam, Cowin, Harvey, Newton and Tippen were present.  The Clerk was also in attendance.


	022/17
	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE:  Cllrs Boswell, Brown, Childs, Mannington, Robertson and Turner had given their apologies.


	023/17
(a)

(b)

(c) 
	COUNCILLORS INTERESTS:

REGISTERS OF INTEREST:  There were no amendments to the Registers of Interest.
DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST:  Cllrs Newton and Tippen declared an interest as Trustees of Marden Memorial Hall.
GRANTING OF DISPENSATION:  There were no requests for dispensation


	024/17
	MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING

The Minutes of the Annual Parish Council meeting held on 9th May 2017 were agreed and signed as a true record.



	025/17
	IDENTIFICATION OF ITEMS INVOLVING PUBLIC SPEAKING:  There were no members of the public in attendance.



The meeting was adjourned for the following items:

Norman Kemp from Nu-Venture Buses was due to attend but this was deferred until 8th August as many of the Cllrs were unable to be at the meeting.

EXTERNAL REPORTS

Borough Councillors – not in attendance.

County Councillor – not in attendance however County Councillor Hotson had met with the Chairman and Clerk prior to this meeting and is was agreed that 6 weekly meetings would be held rather than Cllr Hotson attending Full Council meetings.  
Police: Crime Figures since 9th May – 3 burglaries; 3 theft from motor vehicle and 1 theft.  Several offenders had been identified and investigations were ongoing.  Some policing operations have been planned for the area to target certain crime types that have been occurring.  There was due to be changes to the PCSO for Marden but this had now been put on hold and PCSO Nicola Morris continued to cover Marden.
Community Warden:  Not in attendance.
PUBLIC FORUM:

No member of the public in attendance.
The meeting was reconvened for the remainder of the agenda.

	026/17
	MATTERS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES (for information only): 
There were no matters arising.



	027/17
	PARISH MATTERS

	(a)
	Local Needs Housing – No further report had been received

	(b)
	Business Forums

MBF:  Monthly newsletters were being received and circulated.  The advert for the Village Caretaker had been in the most recent edition.

NRBF:  Nothing to report

	(c) 
	Police Forum:  Rural Policing Update had been received and circulated to Cllrs – noted.
There were some changes planned regarding the structure of the PCSOs but as mentioned about this had been put on hold.

	(d)
	Communication

(i) Newsletter – There had been some confusion over the inserts from a village organisation and the Clerk was asked to ensure that organisations are provided with a copy of the Newsletter Policy, print dates of the newsletter and when they will be expected back in the office and confirmation, in writing, that they will help insert and distribute the newsletters.
Southern Water had provided a press release and it was agreed that this would be placed in the next newsletter, in full but excluding the picture.

7:40pm Cllr Adam arrived at the meeting
(ii) Website – The new website was up and running and Cllrs were asked to provide a brief bibliography of themselves, along with a photo, to place on the website.

	(e)
	Cemetery – Exclusive Right of Burial Certificates –3 certificates were signed.

	(f)
	Marden Memorial Hall – A report had been circulated to Cllrs informing them that the Fire Risk Assessment had been undertaken and listed the items of concern.  Once quotes had been received by the Hall Trustees costings would be provided to the Cllrs to decision on capital funds could be used to assist with bringing the hall in line with current regulations.
It was agreed that when the costings report had been received this would be placed before the next Amenities or Full Council meeting.

	(g)
	Youth – A report had been received from Natalie Penfold following the Amenities meeting.  Cllr Harvey had attended the Youth Club on 28th May and although this was the first session held during school holidays it was well attended.

	(h)
	Byelaws – these would be deferred until the next meeting for the Clerk to amend the document and circulate.

	(i)
	Marden PC’s approach for nominating people for properties – this followed a request from a housing association asking for any person known to the Marden Council who would meet the criteria.  As this was the first time that Marden PC had been approached the Clerk was asked to contact both Golding Homes and Hyde Housing as to the criteria and how Marden PC could help.

	(j)
	KCC’s response to the DfT Franchise Consultation – Cllr Hotson had provided a copy of KCC’s report and this was available at the meeting.  The Clerk was asked to circulate to Cllrs.

	(k)
	DCLG Park Run Consultation:  Cllrs viewed the questions and although they were supportive of organisations such as Park Run in public parks and not to charge they were concerned that organisers should be requested that they leave the area in a clean and tidy condition and not cause any nuisance to neighbouring residents or other park users.  MPC would only charge organisations where participants pay a fee to take part in the event or exclusive use of the park is required.  If no fee is paid nor exclusive use is needed then usage is free.


	028/17
	COMMITTEE REPORTS

	(a)
	Amenities Committee – Minutes of the Amenities meeting held on 30th May had been previously circulated.  New dog signs had been erected at the main cemetery gate and the Clerk had asked a contractor to undertake strimming work.

	(b)
	Planning Committee - Minutes of Planning Meeting held on 23rd May and 6th June had been previously circulated.

	(c)
	Finance Committee – Minutes of the Finance Meeting held on 16th May had been previously circulated.

	(d)
	Terms of Reference – It was agreed that there was ambiguity in the wording of the term of office for Chairmen and it was therefore proposed that “(this took effect from 5th May 2016)” be removed from the wording under “Decision Making (3) Council Chairman and Committee Chairmen”.  Cllrs proposed that this current Council year would be classed as a third term for any Chairman other than those who had only completed 1 or 2 years to date.

	(e)
	Other Conferences/Meetings attended: 

11th May – Networking Lunch at Marden Children’s Centre attended by Cllrs Boswell and Tippen and the Clerk.  Golding Homes representatives were in attendance who discussed a “Jobs and Skills” event being held on The Cockpit Green on 24th July.
15th May – 9th Rail Summit attended by Cllr Adam.  Cllr Adam had provided a report on this which had previously been circulated.
6th June – Meeting with County Councillor Hotson which was attended by Cllr Tippen and the Clerk.  Notes of these meeting had been circulated and the Clerk was in correspondence with Cllr Hotson over the issues raised.  Further meetings would be arranged on a 6 week cycle.

7th June – KALC Area Committee AGM and Meeting attended by Cllr Mannington and details of this had been circulated.

	(f)
	Conferences/Meetings for the coming months:

8th July – KALC Councillors’ Conference at Downswood
18th July – KALC IT Workshop at Lenham

14th September – KALC Clerks’ Conference at Canterbury – The Clerk was hoping to attend.



	029/17
	CORRESPONDENCE

	(a)
	Copy of the Environment Agency letter to identified possible flood risk properties. An event was being held in the John Banks Hall this evening inviting the residents of these properties to attend to sign up for a visual survey of whether they can benefit from assistance to protect their properties from river flooding.


	030/17
	FINANCE

	(a)
	Balances as at 13th June 2017
Revenue Accounts:
Nat West Business Reserve Account: £118,533.80

Nat West Current Account: £0.00

Unity Bank Account: £84,981.85

Capital Accounts:

Santander Account: £50,007.80

NS&I Account: £17,881.33

	(b)
	Payments for Approval (list available at meeting):  
Invoices for cheque payments were circulated and cheques signed.

Invoices for electronic bank transfers was provided however not enough Cllrs had authorised their password to allow this to take place therefore cheques for all these invoices were written and signed.  The bank transfer of £1,185.84 which was due to be paid to the Clerk for purchases of 2 x office laptops and Microsoft Office was agreed to be paid via a cash cheque.

	(c)
	Internal Auditor Report – The end of year audit report had been circulated to Cllrs.  There were no issues raised and the Clerk was thanked for her work in regard to the finances.

	(d)
	External Audit – Annual Return:
Annual Governance Statement 2016/17 - The Clerk read out the statements of Section 1 –and answers from Cllrs were recorded on the form.  Cllrs approved the content of the Annual Governance Statement and the Chairman and Clerk, as RFO, duly signed Page 2.
Accounting Statement 2016/17 - The figures in Section 2 had been circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting and these were agreed by Cllrs at the meeting.  The Clerk, as RFO, had signed Page 3 prior to the meeting.  Cllrs agreed the content of Section 2 and the Chairman duly signed the document.

Explanation of Variances – The Clerk explained the document and what was covered with the variance details.  Content agreed by Cllrs.

Bank Reconciliations and Balance Sheet 2016/17 – These had previously been circulated to Cllrs and were agreed at the meeting.  The Chairman and Clerk, as RFO, signed the document.

	(e)
	Notice of Public Rights of Unaudited Accounts – a copy had been circulated to Cllrs prior to the meeting and this would be advertised notice boards around the parish and on the website from 15th June. 

	(f)
	Donation Request – A funding request had been received from Marden Baby and Toddler Group due to the fact that they were now having to be self-sufficient and find alternative venue.   They were now part of the Pre-School Learning Alliance and operated under their constitution, had set up a Committee and were waiting for the bank account to be finalised.  The request was for £300 however Cllrs felt that at the current time they could only agree, in principle, £250.  The Clerk would notify the organisation and a cheque would be signed as soon as details of the bank account had been passed to the Parish Council.  The Clerk was asked to provide details of the Victory Fund and County Councillor Eric Hotson as other sources of funding.


	031/17
	HIGHWAYS AND PUBLIC TRANSPORT

	a)
	Highways

Goudhurst Road is due to be resurfaced from 9th July
Kent Highways have responded regarding the Chainhurst speed restrictions and Cllr Hotson would need to fund a new consultation for a change in the area covered.  Cllrs would wait to hear from Cllr Hotson as to his decision.
 

	(b)
	Public Transport

No update had yet been received from South Eastern.  The Clerk was asked to write to the Managing Director again.



There being no further business the Chairman the meeting closed at 9.40pm
Signed: ……………………………………………………………..
Date: 11th July 2017

Chairman, Marden Parish Council

	Parish Office, Goudhurst Road, Marden : 01622 832305 

mardenpc@btconnect.com / www.mardenpc.kentparishes.gov.uk
Parish Office opening times:

Mondays, Tuesdays & Fridays: 10am to 12noon
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