BENJAMIN BUTLER 

Benjamin Butler who was living with his wife at Westrop Green.  Benjamin gave his age as 60 at the time of the 1851 census (born cir 1791) and his birth place as Frilsham.  His wife, Ann, was aged 58 (born cir 1793), birth place given as Bucklebury.

The occupation of Benjamin was given as Pensioner, which is long before any state pension was in place and therefore this prompted some more research.  This is what was found:

The public records held at Kew record office revealed Benjamin Butler born FRILSOME, Berkshire (this is almost certainly a mis-spelling of Frilsham), served in the Royal Waggon Train and was discharged aged 25.  No exact date given but records cover the period 1809-1817 and the records refer to the Royal Hospital, Chelsea, Soldiers’ Service Documents.  So Benjamin was a Chelsea Pensioner.  

This again prompted more research.  The Royal train controlled the supplies for the army and Military Transportation.  The first unit formed was The Royal Wagon Corps, which was established in 1799 until 1802.  This changed to the Royal Wagon Train in 1802, and this unit served during the Napoleonic Wars in the Peninsular and at Waterloo.  It was disbanded in 1833 as part of peace time economics.
A further document held at Kew Record Office revealed information from a Muster Roll of 1812.

Private Benjamin Butler of the Royal Wagon Train, whose company was supporting the 13th Light Dragoons in Belgium and who  were on the move on the 16th July 1812, but were engaged in battle by the 17th & 18th at Waterloo.  The Battle of Waterloo, headed by The Duke of Wellington, took place on the 18th June 1812.  Benjamin Butler was there and was awarded ‘The Waterloo Medal’ along with 39,009 other service men.  This list is effectively a roll call of Wellington’s army and is held at Kew R.O. London.
After Benjamin’s discharge, probably about 1816, he is recorded in 1841 in The Slade, Bucklebury aged 50.  It is difficult to determine accurately when he left Bucklebury or when he returned, or indeed what prompted him to do so.  The 1841 census records, which are rather scant on information, say he was married to Anne.

Anne is Anne Brunston daughter of John Brunston and Letitia Ford.  She was baptised at St Mary’s Church, Bucklebury, 28 October 1792 and married Benjamin also at Bucklebury Church the 22nd July 1818, six years after the Battle of Waterloo.  They had seven children between 1819 and 1834 all born in Bucklebury.  

One of Benjamin’s daughters, Letitia Butler, born in 1828 married William Fisher in 1867 at St Mary’s, Bucklebury.  He was a Bricklayer and this family continued to live in The Slade, Bucklebury.

No baptism record has been found for Benjamin in the 1790s.  Butler baptisms have been found at Frilsham between 1715-1720 and marriages took place there in 1811 and 1820 but no Benjamins.
In her book, Bucklebury’s Heritage, Cecilia Millson mentions that the Battle of Waterloo may have been commemorated by the planting of oak trees in The Avenue.  This information came from Robert Beddings’ diary – “December 18th 1821.  The 1st oake Tree wase Planted of the Row that Goes Down the Common to Wood Gate by Joseph and Thos. Nailor.” 
We don’t know if Benjamin was the only person from Bucklebury who was at Waterloo, but most likely he was.  
Benjamin died aged 83 and was buried at St Mary’s Churchyard on 20 May 1873 – no grave marker survives.  Public records support this date as death is registered in the June Qtr of 1873, aged 83 born cir 1790.

Helen Relf,

01635 867619

grannyrelf@btinternet.com 
From: Graham Butler 

Sent: Wednesday, July 15, 2020 11:35 AM

To: grannyrelf@btinternet.com 

Subject: Benjamin Butler

 

Hi Helen

 

Debbie Kent has today forwarded me the extraordinary facts around Benjamin Butler that you researched. I am so grateful.  Is it possible there's anything similar I can add to his son, also Benjamin, who also lived in Bucklebury, born in 1821 and who died in 1906. He, too, was buried at St Mary's.

 

Many thanks  Graham Butler

 

Don’t have much on Benjamin junior I am afraid.  No memorial stone.  I expect you have census results but anyway I will list what we have - 

 

There is a baptism in Bucklebury, St Mary’s, on 30 May 1819 son of Benjamin.  His sister Anne was baptised  in 1821.

 

1841 census has him listed as born 1816 as he was aged 25.

 

1851 he is labourer married to Hannah, aged 25,  living in The Alley, Westrop Green aged 30 with son Thomas aged 1.  Hannah was born in Thatcham.  

 

1861 living next door to his father, Benjamin, in The Alley.  Was a Wood Dealer, with wife Hannah and family.

 

Died 2nd May 1906 – probate granted to Thomas Butler, Game Keeper.  He was retired shopkeeper.

 

Query married in 1849 in Thatcham.  Think Thomas born in Thatcham.

 

However there is another Banjamin Butler about so some of this info might be incorrect.

 

Please could you let me have family tree for our records.  Hope this has been of interest.  Shame about not burial stone. 

 

Best regards  Helen 

 

 

 

