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Minutes of the Extra Ordinary Meeting of the Environment Committee held at The Rackliff Centre on Monday 16 September 2024 at 7.30pm
PARTICIPANTS
Committee Members Present:
Cllrs Alex Britcher-Allan; Chris Ducklin; Paul Gripper; 
Jayne Sharett; Jenny Blackburn & Paul Froome
Officers Present: 
Linda Neusten, Deputy Clerk
Others Present: 
2 members of the public.
ELECTION of CHAIR  
      Alex Britcher -Allan voted by voting members of the committee.
ELECTION of VICE CHAIR
	Chris Ducklin – voted by voting members of the committee.
RECORDING OF THE MEETING
No one was recording the meeting
APOLOGIES
Cllr Angela Funnell sent apologies that were accepted by the committee.
1. DECLARATIONS OF PERSONAL AND PREJUDICIAL INTERESTS
There were none.
DECLARATIONS OF LOBBYING
There were none.
OPEN SESSION FOR THE PUBLIC
A query was raised about the chemicals used to spray weeds in the streets, and who was responsible.  KCC are responsible and spray twice a year. Glyphosate is used as the most efficient chemical. Greener alternatives would be hand weeding, or leaving weeds to grow.  
MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
7.i	It was resolved that the Minutes of the Environment Committee held on 10th June 2024, copies of which had been previously distributed to Members, be signed by the Chairman as a true and accurate record of the meeting.
7.ii MATTERS OUTSTANDING FROM LAST MINUTES:
There were none.


2. GREEN CAFÉ
Next meeting will be on 29th September at 11am in Rockcliffe Centre.

3. LITTER PICK
Litter picks to be organised for 12th October  and held regularly thereafter. 

4. CYCLE RACKS
Installation has now approved by Full Council; It was RESOLVED to proceed with purchase of Sheffield Cycle hoops 

5. SOLAR PANELS.
Paul Froome has researched in depth and as a Council we don’t use enough power annually to qualify for a grant.  The committee was reluctant to end the conversation here and Cllr Chris Ducklin proposed this item should be put forward to a future Full Council Meeting for further discussion regarding costs and options.

6. THERMAL IMAGING Winter 2024/5
It was RESOLVED to proceed with the offer of free Surveys for thermal escape and the presence of damp; and that the Clerks office should start marketing via Rusthall Life, social media and Council website.

7. EMERGENCY PLAN -DRAFT
The draft Emergency Plan was approved and it was RESOLVED to present it to the next Full Council for ratification. 

8. POSSIBLE MEETING WITH OTHER PARISH REPRESENTATIVES
a. It was RESOLVED to make contact via Clerks network and establish if any other parishes also have an Environment Committee. 
b.  Cllr Alex Britcher-Allan to investigate possibility if KCC providing a speaker to a future Environment event as yet to be confirmed.
 
9. ITEMS FOR INFORMATION 
a. [bookmark: _GoBack]Climate Emergency: It was RESOLVED to devote time at the next meeting to have an open discussion/ brain storming regarding initiatives we here in Rusthall can take.
b. Cllr Ducklin would like Commons Ranger Dan Colbourne to come and update the Council about activities on the Common.
c. Biodiversity Questionnaire; Cllr Paul Gripper to complete this online on behalf of the Parish Council. 

Next meeting will be on 20th January 2025

The meeting closed at 20.50 pm

Linda Neusten , Deputy Clerk



……………………………………………….. Chairman


Dated ……………………………………………………..

Parish Council Office Rackliff Centre 26 Lower Green Road Rusthall TN4 8TE
Phone: 01892 520161
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