SWAFFHAM NP – Issues to NP policies (July 2017 Workshops) DRAFT IN PROGRESS
This schedule should be regarded as ‘working’ policies as the basis for consultations and further investigations.
	TOPIC/THEME – Issue
	Location (land-use) / site ref 
	DRAFT NP policy/proposal (aims & objectives)
	Socio-economic context (evidence base)
	Statutory / regulatory context (ref documents)  

	THEME CROSS-CUTTING
	
	
	
	

	1 Car Parking and Park & Ride scheme – signs, all day?, 
	Theatre Street – retain for parking (STC management) 

Town Council and Breckland Council starting discussions on car parks.
	
	Breckland survey on car parking completed.

Parking - Topic priority (need study of why used, who uses)
	

	2 Parking and commercial unloading - re-configure
	
	
	
	

	3 Vacant Retail Units - maintain premises quality 
	Vacant shops (e.g. William Hill)
	
	Why remain empty? See: Premises market info

Capacity – Businesses site survey
	

	4 Buildings for multiple community uses – young activities etc
	Buildings considered: Drill Hall; Leisure Centre; Assembly Rooms; Community Centre; Stanleys Meeting Rooms; Schools/ Convent; Churches; ‘Old Sixth Form’ (antiques centre)
	
	
	

	5 Campingland area – future uses
	Campingland
	Best community uses?
	
	

	6 Community Centre / Hub – extension and future uses
	Campingland
	‘plans are already underway to extend the existing Community Centre’ (HCS 16/5/17 appx)

Central purpose built space for young people; not have separate Centre/Hub on south side developments 
	
	

	7 Bus Links and Services - to nearby towns (Downham), hospitals (KL), education centres, industrial areas
	
	
	Bus Service schedules?
	

	EDUCATION & YOUNG PEOPLE
	
	
	
	

	8 School Places and new housing developments 
	
	
	School admittance numbers, predicted growth. A report from Chris Hey (Norfolk CC)
Swaffham’s affordability between Norwich and Cambridge
	

	9 Nursery / pre-school -  providers places within Swaffham
	
	
	
	

	10 Apprenticeships - provider centres within Swaffham
	Employer-based e.g. RAF Marham / BA Systems, NHA Work Experience
	
	
	

	11 Learning Outside of School – extra-curricular  activities 
	e.g. St Johns First Aid centres
	
	
	

	12 Facilities for Arts, Music & Culture – young participation
	
	
	Capacity – Businesses site survey
	

	OPEN SPACES, LEISURE & SPORT
	
	
	
	

	13 Town Walking & Cycling initiatives (e.g. signed paths)
	
	
	
	

	14 Recreation Ground – MUGA, children’s play areas
	New Skate Park
	Activity areas for young people
	
	

	15 Allotments - preservation
	Shouldham Lane Allotment
	Town Council  - no changes
	
	

	16 Sports Ground Sharing - clubs share space?
	Site for consolidated Sports & Leisure area: approx. 20/40 acres; 
Options:

1 - Mr Dennis field at bottom of Brandon Road
2 - Land immediately adjoining the Swaffham Rugby Club
3 - Shouldham Lane Allotment site – discounted as too small
	Outgrown existing space
	
	

	17 Leisure Centre – services enhancement
	
	
	
	

	18 New Swimming Pool / Lido initiative
	
	‘aware a swimming pool is not in the Local Plan’ (HCS 18/4/17)


	
	

	19 Public Tennis Courts (increase use of)
	
	
	
	

	20 Park Run (Active Norfolk) initiative – Town Team/NH Academy
	
	
	
	

	TOWN CENTRE, VISITORS & HERITAGE
	
	
	
	

	21 Market Place / Buttercross – uses, market days, refurbishment
	
	Too many Market Place parking bays? More pedestrianisation?

(TCVHTG, 16/03/17)
	
	

	22 Cycle & Walking Routes – through town centre
	
	Pedestrian-friendly areas - Topic priority

(TCVHTG, 16/03/17)
	
	

	23 Library location (The Pightle) – consider alternatives
	
	
	
	

	24 Retail, Hospitality & Leisure Profile – attracting visitors
	
	Eclectic mix of shops
	Capacity – Businesses site survey 
	

	25 Major Retail Chains – attract to Swaffham?
	
	Suitability of scale, premises-type and access for Majors’ needs (TCVHTG, 16/03/17)
	Capacity – Businesses site survey
	

	26 Castle Acre Rd (North) Retail – integrate Waitrose etc visitors with town centre offer
	
	Discourage more non-central / out-of-town retail development?

(TCVHTG, 16/03/17)
	Waitrose’s impact study noted 11% loss to town centre retail
	

	27 Conservation Area Character Appraisal
	Georgian town centre
	Keep small market town character/townscape
Conservation Area boundary?
	BDC – no CA character assessments commissioned (TCVH 18/5/17)
	

	28 Heritage assets – improve offering
	White Hart / Brewery heritage links – Town Hall was the old Brewers’ house
	
	BDC Heritage Appraisal?
Historic England – Breckland 1,600+ records www.breckland.gov.uk/listedbuildings 
	

	29 Visitor Destinations – Swaffham to complement/attract
	
	
	Key destinations: Oxburgh Hall; Gooderstone Water Gardens, Castle Acre (The Brecks as en route to North Norfolk Coast)
	

	30 Green Spaces in Town Centre – visitor rest/lunch areas; revive 20/20 Vision
	
	Some green space is not accessible currently’ (TG Workshop, 21/02/17). Improve the ‘openness’ of the town centre - Topic priority (TCVHTG, 16/03/17)
	Business Forum 20/20 Vision town centre scenario (2014)
	

	31 Redundant Buildings Re-Use
	Vacant units: White Hart / Brewery site (London St); East of England Coop (London St)
	
	
	

	BUSINESS & EMPLOYMENT
	
	
	
	

	32 Major employers – attracting investment
	
	
	Factors that attract / deter locating in town?
	

	33 Small Business Premises – suitable and affordable
	
	
	
	

	34 Independent shops - retain
	
	
	Capacity – Businesses site survey
	

	35 Industrial areas – high-tech jobs
	
	
	Capacity – Businesses site survey
	

	36 Broadband and WiFi – speed/access across town
	
	
	
	

	37 Commercial Premises – comparative rents & rates
	Charity shops, major supermarkets etc
	
	BDC/NNDR rents and rates data
	

	38 Enviro/Alternative Commercial/Industrial Premises – build on EcoTech industrial park / Green Britain
	
	
	Advance Swaffham report on the town’s ‘brand identity’ (2009)
	

	HEALTH & COMMUNITY SERVICES
	
	
	
	

	39 Primary Healthcare/GP provision – future growth
	
	
	
	

	40 Dementia and Commmunity Care need – ageing population
	
	
	
	

	41 Southside of Swaffham Services – Brandon Rd new housing impact
	
	Southside services required: doctors, dentists, groceries/retail (‘community village’), petrol station 

(HCSTG, 20/03/17)
	
	

	42 New Health Centre on Southside of Swaffham
	
	‘there is a strong case to build a medical centre in the south of the town’ (HCS 16/5/17 appx)
	
	

	43 Community Services Provision – future balance of statutory/NHS and voluntary sector
	
	‘increase in population will lead to increasing need for services’ (HCS 16/5/17 appx)
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