
Carol singing p16
The Kentish Stour p24-25
HAMS Panto p27

Holigans Christmas concert p7
Basking Babies p8-9
Affordable Christmas gifts p12-13

D
EC

EM
BE

R 
20

25
 is

su
e

Christmas in Lenham Square



We welcome your input and comments please email me at editorialslf@outlook.com

By the time this edition of Focus is 
printed and delivered to you, the 
Lenham lights ‘switch-on’ event 

will have taken place and, suddenly, it 
will feel a lot closer to the Christmas 
festivities. 

May I take the opportunity, on behalf 
of the editorial team, of wishing all 
our readers and contributors very 
best wishes for your Christmas and 
good health for 2026. And a special 
‘thank you’ to the 50+ volunteers who 
ensure you get your monthly issue of our 
magazine delivered to your door.

Struggling to know what gifts to buy for 
your friends and families? Take a look 
at some ideas we’ve put together for 
around £10, £25 and up to £50 – these, 
and many other unique and locally 
produced crafts, are available from 
local outlet, Kent Loves….

Volume 32 Edition 12 (December 2025)

Circulation 2,300 to Lenham Village (plus shops, library, 
pubs etc.), Lenham Heath, Platts Heath, Sandway, West 
Street, Woodside Green, Warren Street and to various 
Harrietsham, Grafty Green and Boughton Malherbe outlets.
Copy Deadline:

By 1st of the preceding month to editorialslf@outlook.

com or by phone/text on 07714 311008. Photos of the 
village and local events are welcome. 
Published by Lenham Focus
The Lenham Focus is published by Lenham Focus, a 
Company Limited by Guarantee, Reg No. 10870314. 
Opinions expressed are those of the contributors, not the 
publishers; the publishers accept no responsibility for any 
errors or omissions; the publication of advertisements does 
not constitute an endorsement. 
Authors of articles and advertisements are responsible for 
obtaining all necessary permissions. The Focus may forward 
comments or complaints directly to an author of any article 
and seek a response. Readers have the opportunity to a 
‘right of reply’ in the Focus provided they are fully identifi ed.

Editorial
DECEMBER 2025

Inside this edition you’ll see the various 
events taking place in and around 
Lenham this month, such as carol 
singing, nativity family socials organised 
by our churches and the Holigans 
Christmas concert, plus details of the 
ever-popular January pantomime run 
by the HAMS players.

Don’t forget – if YOU are organising 
a future event, such as a charity walk, 
coff ee morning, local boot-fair or 
something else you’d like us to cover 
here, simply email me and I will try 
to include details (FREE!) in the 
next issue.

David Jackson

Editor

FOCUS is also online at 

www.lenhamparish.org.uk 

(Click on ‘Lenham Focus’)

Advertising Rates and Sizes (H x W) 

(approx including borders). PDF format 
(300dpi) preferred.
1/8 Page (45x61mm) Landscape £13
1/4 Page (92x61mm) Portrait £21
1/2 Page (92x123mm) Landscape £38
Full Page (185x123mm) Portrait £69
Special requests/inserted leafl ets POA

Editorial and Advertising: David Jackson

editorialslf@outlook.com or 07714 311008
Finance: Sue Summers

lenhamfocusinvoices@gmail.com
Proofi ng: Jayne Hewish

Director and Special Interests: 

Danny Coorsh

Distribution: Jon Snepp 07971 249137
Designed & Printed by: fuzzmedia.co.uk

Email the editor if 
you have an entry 
for next month’s 

‘What’s On’ page...



WHAT’S ON

Here’s a quick look at the events around 
Lenham in the coming month. There may 
be more information inside……

Got an event you’d like included next 
month? Send an email to the Editor.

•  All December through to 4th January
‘Neverland’. Venue: Leeds Castle. 
Cost: Entry cost applies.

•  Thursday 4th – All inclusive Party night. 
Venue: Mercure Maidstone Great Danes 
Hotel. Cost: £69pp. Other party nights, 
various dates, from £19.99pp. New Year’s 
Eve from £55pp.

•  Friday 5th 7pm – Holigans Christmas 
concert. Venue: St Mary’s Church. 
Cost: £5. 

•  Friday 5th 8pm – First ever Karaoke. 
Venue: Lenham Social Club. Cost: Free 
entry, all welcome.

•  Saturday 6th & 13th 11am – 7pm:
Christmas market at Maidstone. Venue:
Jubilee Square. Cost: Free.

•  Sunday 7th 2-4pm – Children’s Christmas 
party (age 3-11 yrs). Venue: Lenham 
Social Club. Cost: Check website.

•  Wednesday 10th 2:30pm – Art Society 
presentation, ‘‘The art of celebrating: 
carols, consuming and shopping between 
1820-1930.’. Venue: Egerton Millenium Hall. 
Cost: £8, refunded if you join.

•  Friday 12th 7pm – Lenham Film Club. 
‘The Friend’. Venue: Lenham Community 
Centre. Cost: £5 (under 16’s, £2).

•  Friday 12th 7pm – Alpine Fondue night. 
Venue: Wildshark Winery. Cost: See 
website.

•  Saturday 13th – Charing Races from 
12 noon. Venue: A20, Charing Hill.
Cost: £15 (under 16’s free).

•  Saturday 13th 2pm – Darts tournament. 
Venue: Sign up at Lenham Social Club. 
Cost: £10.

•  Sunday 14th 10:30am – 4.30pm – 
Christmas Craft Fair. Venue: Wildshark 
Winery. Cost: See website.

•  Wednesday 17th & Friday 19th 6:30pm – 
Carol singing at Lenham Heath & Charing 
Heath – FREE.

•  Saturday 20th 7pm – Bingo. Venue:
Lenham Social Club. Costs apply.

•  Sunday 28th 8pm – Christmas walk – 
check Facebook for details. Venue:
Lenham Social Club. Cost: Free. 

•  Each weekend – Santa’s Grotto. 
Venue: Kingswood Christmas Trees, 
Gravelly Bottom Road. Cost: Pre-book 
via website.

•  Sunday 4th January 2026 from 1pm
– Red Riding Hood Pantomime – 
performed by professional touring cast. 
Venue: Lenham Social Club. Contact the 
Social Club for tickets. Cost: £18 adult, 
£15 children.
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The Friend

at Lenham Community Centre, Groom Way

Friday DECEMBER 12TH  

Performance begins 19.30, 

doors open 19.00

Running time: 2 hrs, Directors: 
Scott McGehee, David Siegel  

The Friend (15, 2025) is a tale of love, 
friendship, grief and healing – and 
to cap it all, one of the stars of this 
unforgettable story is a Great Dane 
named Apollo. When his owner (played 
by the wonderful Bill Murray) dies he 
bequeaths his beloved dog Apollo to 
his closest friend Iris (Naomi Watts). 
There’s only one hitch. Iris is a writer 
and teacher who lives a quiet, solitary 
existence – or she did, until Apollo 
bounces in to wreck it, throwing her 
comfortable New York life into disarray. 
The regal yet intractable 150lb beast 
immediately creates problems for Iris, 

from furniture destruction to eviction 
notices. Yet as Iris fi nds herself 
unexpectedly bonding with Apollo, she 
begins to come to terms with her past, 
her life and the loss of her friend. What 
better for the Christmas season than 
this remarkable fi lm, don’t miss this 
Christmas treat!

And then comes the new year. 2026 
begins in grand style with Butch 
Cassidy and the Sundance Kid. Yes, 
Robert Redford and Paul Newman 
will be with us again in this well-loved 
classic on 9th January. 

Please get in touch for more 
information or to join our mailing list. 

Admission: Adults £5, under 16s 
£2; cash only, card payments not
accepted. 

 lenhamfi lmclub@gmail.com  www.lenhamfi lmclub.org @lenhamfi lmclub



www.kent.gov.uk/communitywardens 

 

Name: Laura Worthington-Plant 

Warden For: Lenham, Harrietsham and North Downs 

Tel: 07812 086465 

Email: laura.worthington-plant@kent.gov.uk 

Your Community Warden 
Community wardens help make stronger, 
safer communities. Community wardens will 
try and help you and your community no 
matter what the issue. If they don't have the 
answer they will know someone who will. 
 
Our community wardens are out between 
7:30am and 10pm every day in communities 
across Kent. Their aim is to: 

• Improve community resilience 
• Support the elderly and vulnerable 
• Foster community cohesion and 

wellbeing 
• Assist with navigating community 

services. 
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Lenham Village 
Hub update

The team have been busy over the past 
few months, in the main we have been 
in contact with several local charities, 

letting them know our plans & requesting their 
fi nancial assistance.

Encouragingly, we have made steady progress 
and we are moving very much in the right 
direction, towards the fi nal sum we aim for, to 
enable us to complete this community project.

Please bear with us, we should have even more 
encouraging news in the new year!

6

NEXT SESSION 18 December (1:30–3pm)   Lenham Community Centre   

HI KENT NEWSLETTER

If you’d like to subscribe to our regular newsletter which gives you all the latest updates 
and news from HI Kent - who are your local charity here to help people living with 
hearing loss - just go to our website and fi nd the ‘Bulletin’ section towards the bottom 

of the left hand side of the Home page and leave your details there.

Contact us to make a referral at enquiries@hikent.org.uk or 01622 691151 
and we will invite you to come to one of our centres. 
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Hello! My name is Gemma and I’m 
the proud owner of Basking Babies 
Weald of Kent. 

As a mum of two, I know fi rst-hand how 
beautiful, challenging and transformative 
the journey into parenthood can be. That’s 
why I’m so passionate about creating a 
space fi lled with love, care, and purpose
– to support parents through one of life’s 
biggest adventures: pregnancy and early 
parenthood.

The idea to join the Basking Babies family 
grew from both personal experience and 
my professional background in primary 
school teaching and leadership. 

I’ve always been drawn to helping families 
thrive – and Basking Babies perfectly 
combines this passion with my desire 
to nurture and connect parents in my 
community.

Like so many, my fi rst experience of 
motherhood came during the COVID 
lockdowns – a time that highlighted 

Basking in Connection: 
Building a Support ViŲ age in the Weald of Kent

just how much we need connection and 
support. When my second baby arrived, I 
couldn’t wait to attend classes and share 
those precious early days with others who 
understood exactly what I was feeling. 

The reassurance, friendship, and care I 
found there were invaluable, and I knew 
I wanted to make that same experience 
available to more local families.

Basking Babies Weald of Kent isn’t just 
about baby massage or yoga - it’s about 
building your support village. It’s a place 
where every parent feels seen, supported 
and empowered, from bump to baby and 
beyond. Whether you’re expecting your fi rst 
child or welcoming another little one, my 
mission is to help you fi nd joy, confi dence, 
and connection in every stage of your 
parenting journey.

Together, we’re not just growing babies –
we’re growing communities.

For more information call me 
on 07305 882972, email: 
gemmadebnam@baskingbabies.co.uk
and see the advert on the next page.
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Wreaths  /  Stands  /  Lights  /  Decorations
Choose and cut option available at weekends

Food and drink available – Licensed Bar
  Santa’s Grotto opens weekends starting 20th November

Please pre-book the Grotto – see website
Shop / Café / Seasonal Food Market

open 7 days a week from 13th November 
Email: info@kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk     Tel: 01622 843780  

www.kingswoodchristmastrees.co.uk
Gravelly Bottom Road, Kingswood, ME17 3NU

IT’S CHRISTM S – KEEP IT RE L

For the freshest and most beautiful trees, come 
and buy directly from us the growers

**£5 off a tree with this advert**
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Aff ordable Christmas Gifts from 
‘Kent Loves…’

The local showcase for Kent-based independent designers

There’s a huge selection of great gifts from jewellery, ceramics and artwork to 
homeware and foodstuff s. Here’s a variety of gifts under £10, up to £25 
and up to £50 for you.

UNDER £10 £10 to £25

1.  Guinness marmalade £4.00   Chutney £3.75  
Raspberry Jam £3.75

2.  Wide variety of bracelets and trinkets £4 – £8
3.  Hand-painted vase £9  Wax melts £8  

Hand & nail oil/Beard oil £10 Bookmark £8.50
Face mask £10  Angel necklace £8  Coaster £5  

1.

2.

3.

4.  Hand-painted glass jewellery £15-£20.00
5.  Notebook £15   Small plate £24  Felted bear £25   

Jenny Rogers earrings £18-£25  
Small framed prints from £20
Fused glass dish £24.50  Mosaic Christmas Tree £13

6.  Selection of pens with pouches £25.00 

4.

5.

6.
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£25 to £50

7.  Hand-printed Harris 
Tweed storage baskets 
from £35

8.  Beech and Sapele mixing 
bowls from £36

9.  ‘Pod Squat’ shopping 
bags £35

7.

8. 9.



DOWN TO
EARTH

Call Lewis - 07551 275787

P R O P E R T Y  S E R V I C E S

GARDEN SERVICES
Love your garden but not the
upkeep? We’re here to help! Our
friendly and professional garden
care services keep your outdoor
space looking its best year-round.

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Weed Control
Mowing & Mulching
Pruning & Hedge Trimming
Strimming & Edging

ljk@dteservice.co.uk

SPECIALI ED SERVICES

Patio, riveway & 
athway Cleaning

Gutter Cleaning 
Painting 
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Following one of the warmest summers 
on record, autumn has arrived and 
seasonal vaccinations began on 1st 

October 2025.
Your pharmacy is once again off ering 
NHS Seasonal Flu and COVID Vaccination 
services to all eligible patients on a walk-in 
basis at no cost, regardless of where you 
live. Those who prefer to book ahead can 
make appointments through the NHS 
National Booking System using your NHS 
App.

Who is eligible?
•   Age 65 and over? Anyone aged 65 

and over (Flu). COVID vaccinations 
only available to those 75 and over or 
immunosuppressed

•   Clinical Risk Groups: Those aged 18 
and older with specifi c clinical conditions 
as defi ned by the Green Book

•  Pregnant Women: All pregnant women

•   Care Home Residents: People living in 
long-stay residential care homes

NHS Flu and COVID Vaccinations
•   Carers: Individuals receiving carer’s 

allowance or who are the main carer for 
an older or disabled person

•   Household Contacts: Those living with 
immunocompromised individuals

•   Frontline Staff : All frontline health and 
social care staff 

New this year: We’re also off ering nasal 
vaccines for children.

Supporting the NHS
Community pharmacies have been asked 
by the NHS to help improve the uptake 
of vaccinations. By using our pharmacy 
service, you’re helping to free up valuable 
GP appointments for other patients who 
need them.

Getting Your Vaccination
Simply walk in at a time convenient for you 
– no appointment necessary.

Questions?
Contact Saxon Warrior
pharmacy via WhatsApp: 
07508932398.
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Memories are Made of This
by Gail Duff

Some memories from childhood stick 
with us forever and may defi ne what 
we do way into the future. This is 

one of mine.  

I was fi ve years old (yes, a very long time 
ago). I had just been put to bed one night 
leading up to Christmas, when there 
came a shuffl  ing of footsteps and muted 
chattering and laughter from outside. I 
pulled back the curtain and looked out. A 
group of people, well wrapped-up, were 
assembling under the lamp post, which 
stood right outside our house. It was the 
local Church choir. A voice, which turned 
out to be my Aunt, said, ‘We’ll sing Silent 
Night outside this house’. So they did, and 
I have always remembered that scene and 
the singing.  

Now, when our band of singers visits 
houses in Charing Heath and Lenham 
Heath at Christmas time, and children in 
dressing gowns and pyjamas come to the 
door or look out of the windows, I always 
wonder if, one day, we will be a part of 
their Christmas memories.  

So we invite you to come and sing and 
make a memorable Christmas. All are 
welcome. There is no age limit, up or 
down. There is no practice. You don’t 
have to go to Church. All the Carols are 
the most familiar and words are provided. 
Wrap up warm and wear stout shoes or 
boots (we go out in all weathers) and bring 
a torch. High vis gear is optional.

Lenham Heath
Wednesday, 17th December, 6.30 pm.  
Meet on the Lenham Heath Road at the 
bottom of Crabtree Lane. We will sing 
our way from house to house along the 

Lenham Heath Road towards Butchers 
Corner. Then we will make a brief foray 
to the houses down the farm track on the 
right. After that, providing we have enough 
people, we will head for Rose Cottages. 
To round off  the evening, we will drive to 
Burgess Fields to sing some more and 
enjoy the generous hospitality of our 
friends there.

Charing Heath
Friday, 19th December, 6.30 pm.  
Meet at the front of the Red Lion. Our route 
is fi rst the houses on the Charing Heath 
Road that are directly opposite the pub, 
then up Tile Lodge Road to Windhill Lane 
and around Cherry Tree Road. We will 
return to the Red Lion between 8.15 and 
8.30 and, once inside, give out song sheets 
and encourage all the customers to make 
requests and to join in the singing.

We hope to make a generous collection 
for our charity, The Martha Trust, an 
organisation based in Deal which provides 
inclusive, lifelong care for people with 
profound physical and multiple learning 
diffi  culties.
www.marthatrust.org.uk. 

If you would defi nitely like us to call at 
your house, please give me or Peta a ring 
(numbers below). Likewise, if, for whatever 
reason, you do not wish us to call. This will 
help us to make the best use of our time.

…we invite you to come 
and sing and make a 

memorable Christmas…

Contact:  Gail, 07720 592126 (phone or text) or Peta, 01233 713495
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enquiries@lenhammeadowstrust.org www.lenhammeadowstrust.org   @LenhamMeadows

Please email us if you’d like to know more about the Trust or to join our mailing list. 

Follow us on social media for the latest news, details of events and photos of our projects

ANOTHER HUGE TURNOUT FOR THE APPLE PRESSING DAY

Much needed funds were 
raised during the annual 
apple-pressing fun day held 

on 12th October. Initial calculations 
indicate that over £3,000 was raised 
in donations, money collected at the 
stalls, the tea and cake stand and 
from the BBQ (costs to be deducted!) 
which is a huge help towards the 
ever-increasing price of maintaining 
the green spaces around the village 
owned or managed by the Trust. And 
more good news! For next year, we’ve 
kindly been donated a whole new 
apple-pressing kit, courtesy of Geoff  
Newsome and Gail (shown top right) 
– many thanks to you both from the 
Trust.

A number of people also ‘signed-up’ as 
friends of the Trust – at a cost of only 
£25 a year. Others were given leafl ets 
explaining our aims and objectives and 
how to join. Please consider taking this 
forward. Details on how to join are on 
our website, or drop an email with your 
details to us using either of the email 
addresses below and our membership 
secretary will get in touch with you.

As always, we need volunteers
to help organise events like this or 
with the general management of the 
Trust. If you can help, our chairman, 
Danny Matthews, on chairman@
lenhammeadowstrust.org would 
love to hear from you. 

17

Geoff and Gail 
kindly donated 
a complete 
new apple-
pressing kit

BBQ hosted by the 
Ashford Rotary Club

Singing from the Holigans 

L-R: Apples kindly donated by 
Goatham & Son / Our Chairman 
and Town Cryer / Traction engine 
display / Guess the weight of the 
cake
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Contact Stephen Donnelly on
07739 514350 or 01892 579937
website: sjd-projects.com  
email: steve@sjd-projects.com

For regular updates, visit us at
      twitter.com/projects

WE ARE ALWAYS ON THE LOOKOUT FOR LAND AND PROPERTY WITH DEVELOPMENT POTENTIAL

Many of our clients retain our services and, in the majority of
cases, pay our fees saving property owners significant costs.

Commercial buildings for residential conversion, former public houses, redundant 
buildings for redevelopment, buildings for conversion or replacement, houses 
for improvement, large sites on the edge of town, barn conversions, large 
gardens in residential areas and major regeneration projects.

PLOT OR NOT? If you think your land or property has development potential,
why not give us a call without obligation and in confidence.
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Maidstone Museum awarded £75,000 
to bring Japanese heritage to life

Maidstone Museum has been 
awarded £75,000 from the 
Museum Renewal Fund, a UK 

Government funded initiative administered 
by Arts Council England to help civic 
museums build sustainable income 
streams and strengthen their resilience.

A key focus of the funding will be 
The Tōkaidō Way, a new touring and 
temporary exhibition exploring the historic 
Japanese route that once connected 
Edo (modern-day Tokyo) to Kyoto. 
Drawing on the museum’s renowned 
Japanese collection, the exhibition will 
off er a visually rich and immersive journey 
through art, culture, and travel in Edo-
period Japan.

In addition to this exciting exhibition, the 
funding will support the development 
of a new online system that will bring 
Maidstone Museum’s collection to a 
global audience. This digital platform will 
make artefacts accessible to researchers, 
educators, and the public worldwide, 
enhancing the museum’s reach and 
relevance in the digital age.

The funding will also contribute to early 
research into a potential future exhibition 
about William Alexander, the Maidstone-
born artist known for his depictions of 
18th-century China. While still in the 
exploratory phase, this project aims to 
better understand Alexander’s legacy, 
his important artworks in the collection 
and how it might be presented in a future 
exhibition.

Money will also be put towards more 
improvements in the museum’s 
“Withdrawing Room”, a stunning, wood-
panelled space that has been transformed 
over the past year. Previously dull and 
underused, it has been given a new lease 
of life through the installation of events 
lighting, the stripping of old cabinets, and 
the addition of new chairs.

Further plans include modernising the 
museum’s facilities to elevate the room 
hire services, opening the door to more 
vibrant community events and expanded 
opportunities for evening functions. It is 
hoped this action will grow the evening hire 
off er and host a wider range of events in 
this revitalised space.

The Museum Renewal Fund is part of a 
wider £20 million government investment in 
civic museums across England.
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Holigans Choir

Come along to our fun sing-along 
community choir for adults, singing 

popular songs for all.

At St Mary’s Church, Lenham

Fridays between 6:30pm & 8:00pm

Tea & coff ee will be served 

Everyone is welcome
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OPEN 7 DAYS
ASHFORD ROAD, LENHAM, ME17 2GQ

01622 231399
WWW.MOLEYANDBOO.COM

FREE PARKING ON SITE

MOLEY AND BOO
ANTIQUES, VINTAGE, RETRO, COLLECTABLES, GIFTS

MOLEY AND BOO AD.indd   1 11/11/2025   13:35

BUY A TREE FROM US & WE WILL GIVE YOU VOUCHERS SAVING £££’s OFF OUR 
GARDEN AND HOME PRODUCTS PLUS A FREE TREE CARE GUIDE. FIND US AT:
OUTDOOR LIVING LENHAM, ASHMILL BUSINESS PARK, ASHFORD ROAD, LENHAM ME17 2GQ

WWW.OUTDOORLIVINGLENHAM.CO.UK



gnkdesign@hotmail.co.uk
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Introducing the Kentish Stour

The Kentish Stour is the major river 
catchment of East Kent. Its largest 
river is the Great Stour, the second 

longest river in Kent (58 miles), which has 
its source right here at Glebe Pond in 
Lenham, which is owned and managed by 
Lenham Meadows Trust. The river fl ows 
out to sea at Pegwell Bay. The catchment 
encompasses many other watercourses 
from the smallest streams to major 
tributaries like the East Stour.

The Kentish Stour is an important river 
system, of great value to human and 
natural communities alike. It supplies 
water for agriculture and industry, 
provides drainage, recreation and wildlife 
habitat. Some of its rivers are chalk 
streams of global signifi cance. Some fl ow 
through areas of international importance 
for conservation. Most pass through 
settlements; loved and celebrated in 
some places, fl owing underground and 
forgotten in others. They are part of the 

history and folklore of this part of Kent 
and have powered industries in the past.

The Kentish Stour Countryside 
Partnership is at the forefront of eff orts 
to improve rivers in the catchment, 
working together with a range of other 
bodies, with landowners and the 
community.

Upper and Middle Great Stour
The Great Stour starts its journey as a 
number of small springs near the village 
of Lenham. From here it travels in a 
roughly south-easterly direction. Despite 
fl owing over the rocks of the Greensand 
Belt, it has many of the characteristics 
and species of a chalk stream.

The river is rural and the channel is 
quite natural in many parts and good for 
wildlife, although surrounding agriculture 
does impact on water quality. It fl ows 
through attractive settlements like Little 
Chart, and through scenic Godinton 
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Park. It then enters its fi rst major town – 
Ashford – running through the Ashford 
Green Corridor. It changes direction, now 
heading north-east, before being joined 
by a major tributary, the East Stour.

The Great Stour leaves Ashford then fl ows 
into a breach in the North Downs called 
the Wye Gap. From this point, it becomes 
a true chalk stream, fl owing through 
the Downs in a wide valley. Beautiful 
riverside spots include Olantigh Park, 
Godmersham, and Chilham Mill. Running 
past Chartham and several fl ooded gravel 
workings, the Great Stour fl ows into the 
historic cathedral city of Canterbury, 
passing Hambrook Marshes and the 
Westgate Parks on the way.

Lower Stour
Upon leaving Canterbury the river fl ows 
on to Fordwich, Britain’s smallest town, 
where it becomes tidal. It then enters 
the Lower Stour, a marshland landscape 
where intensive agriculture contrasts with 
important wildlife areas. At Stodmarsh 
National Nature Reserve, superb wetland 
habitats support internationally important 
communities of birds, plants and 
invertebrates. The Lower Stour as a whole 

is a stronghold for the declining water 
vole and has seen the return of otters and 
beavers.

At Pluck’s Gutter, the Great Stour is 
joined by the Little Stour, and becomes 
the Stour. From here it fl ows across a 
landscape that was once the sea – the 
Wantsum Channel separated Kent from 
the Isle of Thanet during the Roman and 
Early Medieval period. Beyond Sandwich, 
the Stour is near the end of its journey, 
and what a fi nale! Here the river and its 
associated habitats are protected as part 
of much larger conservation areas. The 
bird life is second to none and diverse 
habitats support a rich variety of plants 
and insects. At Pegwell Bay, the Stour 
fi nally completes its journey to the sea.

For more information about the Kentish 
Stour and its catchment visit the 
Environment Agency’s Catchment 
Data Explorer and see 
www.kentishstour.org.uk. Also see 
www.lenhammeadowstrust.org to 
read all about Glebe Pond in Lenham, 
the source of the Stour, and how you can 
help towards the maintenance of the pond 
and all the other Lenham Meadows Trust 
lands by becoming a friend of the Trust.



Uncomplicated, trustworthy 
and confidential advice if you 
are selling or letting 
Ashford: 01233 506260  Tenterden: 01580 766766

www.hobbsparker.co.uk
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  Clocks bought, sold 
and repaired
Watch batteries fitted
  Friendly advice about 
your clock
Free estimates 
Insurance quotes

OPEN THURSDAY to 
SATURDAY 9:30am – 5pm

Contact Simon Wood on 
07535 417533

or email: 
lenhamclocks@gmail.com

SPARKLESSPARKLES
Domestic & CommercialDomestic & Commercial

Window cleaningWindow cleaning

●●    Conservatory CleaningConservatory Cleaning
●●    Fascia/Cladding Cleaning Fascia/Cladding Cleaning 

●●    Solar PanelsSolar Panels    

●●    Gutter Cleaning SystemGutter Cleaning System

Pure Hot Water Pure Hot Water 
Fed Pole TechnologyFed Pole Technology

Tel: 07856 110682Tel: 07856 110682

Web: www.sparkles-kent.co.ukWeb: www.sparkles-kent.co.uk

www.facebook.com/sparkleskentwww.facebook.com/sparkleskent
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Although 2025 has not seen us fund any 
signifi cant renovations to the church 
building, we have consolidated funds 

ahead of major repair works planned to the 
tower roof. The lead has been cracking for 
some years and although patched before, 
it’s now time for a full renewal. The works 
are likely to cost around £30,000.  We’ve 
been awarded grants by The Friends of 
Kent Churches, the Benefact Trust and 
also the local Hatch Charity to assist with 
funding the repair – we’re very grateful for 
their support.  We will be using our own 
charity funds for the majority of the costs 
and hope to proceed before April 2026. 
The date is key because we will still benefi t 
from VAT exemption under the Listed Places 
of Worship Grant Scheme. There’s been 
no announcement as to whether the grant 
scheme will be extended past that date, 
which would aff ect our future costs.
The Supper Quiz we held in April was great 
fun and a resounding success, raising 
£1,800. Many thanks to our hardworking 
committee for organising the evening, 
especially Danny Coorsh, Liz Cocker and Gill 
Simes. September saw us back in the Tithe 
Barn for the Annual Village Barn Dance 
with dancers young and old enjoying the 
music of Whirling Skirmish; the Barn Dance 
is always such a fun evening and we’re 
pleased to say that our profi t was £1,300 on 
the night.  
We have, as always, been assisted 
throughout the year by the generosity of the 
wonderful Lenham community, businesses 
and individuals. We’re very grateful for the 
donations, the support and attendance at 
events, all of which have helped us raise 
funds to carry out renovations to the church 

building. I’d like to particularly thank The 
Lenham Focus for their generous donation 
towards the cost of the band at the Barn 
Dance and Kent Loves… for selling quiz and 
Barn Dance tickets for us.  
The Friends of St Mary’s has now been in 
existence for 13 years and we have achieved 
so much as we work to preserve the ancient 
church building. The Friends continues to 
grow and to keep up with the times. We now 
have 145 members, 321 Facebook followers, 
an active mailing list and a popular website.  
The funds we raise are used solely to pay for 
the repair and renovation of the building and 
never for the day to day running costs of the 
church.  
We look forward to a positive year ahead - 
thanks to support from our members and the 
Lenham community, the replacement of the 
lead on the tower roof will see us complete 
another vital repair to the wonderful and 
important building that is St. Mary’s, 
Lenham. Hopefully, we’ll also progress other 
projects next year such as the refurbishment  
of the clock-face. We are also supporting 
the project to replace the fl oor at the back 
of the Nave in conjunction with The Lenham 
Community Hub Project.
St Mary’s has stood for centuries as a 
beacon of goodwill right in the heart of our 
village. We’ll keep working so that it will 
keep standing for many years to come.   
Please email us if you would like to sign up 
to receive regular updates about our work 
or if you would like to become a member.  
You’ll also fi nd more information about us 
and a membership application form on 
our website. We wish you a Merry and 
Peaceful Christmas and a Happy 
New Year!

OUR YEAR BY ANDREW 

BARR, CHAIRMAN

  www.friendsofstmaryslenham.org      @FriendsofStMarysLenham

  enquiries@friendsofstmaryslenham.org
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Wrinkle reduction facial injections

Dermal fi ller treatment

Excessive armpit sweating 

treatments

By Local GP - Dr Andrew Reed
 BSc (Hons), MB BS, FRCGP, 
DRCOG, DFFP, RCPathME

Consultations and treatments within 
Len Valley Practice following 

15 years of experience
See www.northdownsclinic.co.uk

for further details or email on
enquiries@northdownsclinic.co.uk
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Visit our showroom:
Let us help enhance your home, visit 
our new bespoke showroom which 
displays some of our top quality Home 
Improvement products. We can help you 
decide what would be best for your home, 
or come along and try out the products 
without feeling pressured.

Opening Hours:
Monday to Thursday: 9am to 5pm

Friday: 9am to 4pm
Saturday: By appointment only

KSE Home Improvements 4 Ashmill Business Park, 
Ashford Road (A20) Lenham ME17 2GQ. Tel: 01622 851400 email: info@ksehome.uk

Quality installers of aluminium bi-fold & 
sliding doors, roof lanterns, PVC & sliding sash 
windows & composite doors throughout Kent
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I work for you. If you 
have a problem you 
think I can help you 
with, please 
contact me.

helenwhately.org.uk

Member of Parliament for Faversham and Mid Kent

Helen
Whately MP

Scan to sign up
to my newsletter

House of Commons
London SW1A 0AA

0207 7219 6472

helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk

u 

MOWER PLANT SERVICES LTD.

 

www.mowerplantservices.co.uk

SSunpatchh Farm,, Headcornn Rd, 

SSmarden,, TN277 8PJ 

TTel:: 016222 890046 

 

SSales,, Service,, Repairss && Parts 
Main Dealers for Honda,

Mountfield, Stiga & Husqvarna 

Open Mon-Fri 8.30am – 5.30pm
Sat 8.30am – 1pm

Welcome to Tivoli Blinds 
We are a small family run business 
based in Kent. We offer a FREE home 
measuring service and bespoke 
made-to-measure blinds�  for your 
home or offi ce.
Our prices include fi tting as 
standard by our expert installation 
team. Whether you’re looking for 
something traditional, stylish or 
bold, you’ll fi nd exactly what you are 
looking for with us. 
With free samples available on 
request and low prices guaranteed, 
there really is no need to go anywhere 
else than Tivoli Blinds!�

Contact us: 
Email: info@tivoli-blinds.co.uk
Tel: 07906 794273

Visit: www.tivoli-blinds.co.uk

QUOTE FOCUS FOR 5% OFF 
ENTIRE ORDER
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From Pamela Gillard

December, our month of rest. Ha 
ha! Hardly. It is a month with no 
Quilters meetings. But that’s 

because we’re busy making our homes 
ready for Christmas, and the special 
times with our families. I’d like to wish 
you all a wonderful holiday season 
as 2025 winds down and we say 
hello to 2026.

Our meetings are on the fi rst and third Tuesdays of every month except December, 

we’d love to see you. We meet in the Osborne room in the Lenham Community 

Centre 1:30 to 4:30pm. Sometimes we move location, please contact me, Pamela 

Gillard at 07914 809946 or email moonbeamspinner@gmail.com if you plan to drop 

in, for more information on the group or a copy of our 2026 programme.

Countryways Quilters
and Stitchers

January is a start of a new year of quilts 
and a fun new programme begins.
I hope you’ll come and join us then and 
try your hand at something new or just 
enjoy the company, 
have a chat and a cup 
of tea. An enjoyable 
way to spend an 
afternoon.

LENHAMDENTAL

Begin your smile journey in our newly
transformed clinic
How we can help

BOOKNOW
01622858204

www.lenhamdental.co.uk
@LE N H A M _ D E N T A L

General Dentistry
Dental Implants

Whitening
Invisalign

Facial Aesthetics
Sedation
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Free printable courtesy of PrintitFree.net 
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explore festive at wildsharkvineyard.co.uk

gifts | corporate | stocking fillers
hampers | festive events & more
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Mick Claydon Carpentry

07565 036013

m.claydon@btinternet.com

carpentry

kitchen design

installation

garden rooms & decking

timber & lamina

painting & decorating

tting

general maintenance

FREE ESTIMATES

m cla nternedon@btindo btin et comet c
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Strengthen your body; 
fi nd Inner Peace.

Tai Chi class at 
Lenham Community Centre. 
Wednesdays 5.30-6.30pm. 

All welcome.

Classes also available in Maidstone.
Workshops and private tuition also 

available in my Studio in Biddenden.
For more information contact 
Theresa 07734 108683 

telisataichi@gmail.com
www.telisataichi.co.uk

CalantheA E S T H E T I C S
Calanthe

A E S T H E T I C S

Lash

Extensions
C L A S S I C , H Y B R I D & R U S S I A N V O L U M E

L A S H E S

B O O K N O W !
C o n t a c t R a c h a e l :

0 7 7 5 7 1 1 3 8 2 2
c a l a n t h e a e s t h e t i c s _

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / C a l a n t h e A e s t h e t i c s /

S a n d w a y , L e n h a m

Calanaa t eA E S T H E T I C S
CCCCCCaaaCCCCCCCC lllaaaallllllaaaaaaa aaalllll nnnaaaaaaaaaaaaaaa tttnnnnttttttttttttnnnnnnn hhhhhhttttttttttttt eeettttttttttttttttttttt AeAAe EEE SSSSSS TTTHHHEEETTT III CCCSSS

Lashh

Extensionss
C L A S S I C , H Y B R I D & R U S S I A N V O L U M E

L A S H E S

B O O K N O W !
C o n t a c t R a c h a e l :

0 7 7 5 7 1 1 3 8 2 2
c a l a n t h e a e s t h e t i c s _

w w w . f a c e b o o k . c o m / C a l a n t h e A e s t h e t ii c s /

S a n d w a y , L e n h a m

eeeeeeeee



Perhaps you 
remember that 
we discovered 

a long closed, second 
public house in 
Liverton? On this ‘stroll’ 
through Leff erton 
(Liverton) papers we 
also encountered John 
Baker. In 1469 he lived 
with his wife Isabella and his 5 children 
in a hall house. It was the time before the 
reformation and he was a good catholic 
man leaving some money for the poor 
of Lenham. He wanted to be buried in 
Lenham churchyard and candles to 
be lit at the ‘shrine’ of St. Nicholas, St. 
Catherine, Mary and the altar of the Holy 
Cross at St. Mary’s in Lenham. 
In his will1 he made sure that his wife, 
Isabella, could stay in their marital home, 
in one upstairs room to one side of the hall 
and that she had use of the hall and front 
door for her coming and goings, as well 
as the use of the kitchen. His oldest son 
inherited the estate in Liverton. However, 
there were two fi elds set aside to produce 
income for the daughters. Another son 
inherited land in Frinsted and the youngest 
inherited land in the heath. 
John Baker was aware how important it 
is to bring produce to the market quickly 
because he left also money for the upkeep 

LIVERTON  part 2 
by Henny Shotter

of the road between 
Lenham and Liverton. 
The will of 1469 
prompted our search for 
Hall Houses on Liverton 
Hill. We don’t know 
whether there were 
more, but there are two 
still standing. One is 
Churchill Cottage, which 

is situated at one end of the hamlet.
The other building is Mansion Farmhouse, 
which was the centre of farming on 
Liverton Hill, at least in recent history. The 
farm was later part of the Chilston Estate2. 
Sale details3 from 1912 show the extent of 
the farm comprising a barn, an oast house 
and several other outbuildings. In 1987 
the barn, the oast and a building plot, on 
which had been three derelict labourers’ 
cottages, were given planning permission 
for conversion to domestic use. 

�������	
���
����

References:
1.  see: Kent Archives, Canterbury Probate Records (1396-1858) PRC/17/1/329b
2.  see: U673/E1: Schedule of lands on the Chilston estate (1893
3.  see: U55/SP/844 · 11 Jul 1912 · Kent History and Library Centre 
4.  If you know more than we do, please get in touch heritagelenham@gmail.com
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Of course, we cannot 
be certain that John 
Baker lived in Mansion 
Farmhouse, but it was the 
most likely and therefore 
prompted a visit by the 
Historic Buildings Group 
of the Kent Archaeological 
Society, which resulted in 
a detailed report about the 
building and its interesting 
features.
Unusually for a non-religious building 
of this period, the frame of the entrance 

door is decorated with a 
foliate head, also known as 
a ‘Green Man’. 
Near Liverton is the 
conservation area of 
Elmstone Hole, which 
boasts a spectacular setting 
for another hall house: 
Elmstone Hole Farm. There 
are the remains of a building 
which could easily be an 
old chapel. Some of the 

members of the Elmstone family were 
rectors in Boughton Malherbe and one 
of them was churchwarden in Lenham in 
1622. Did the door frame with the Green 
Man come from this possible chapel? A 
mystery still to explore4. 
We wish you a Happy Christmas 
and a more peaceful 2026.

���
�����
����

���	�
����

35 YEARS 
EXPERIENCE

n Full landscape and design service n Pond and lake construc on n Hedge cu ng n Winter dy ups 
n Garden, scrub and woodland clearance n Decking and pergolas n Tur�ng n Seeding n All types of fencing

n Paddock maintenance n Driveways n Full maintenance and grass cu ng n Paths n Jet Washing n Retaining walls
n Chipper hire (with operator) n Specialists in post and rail installa on n Land based contractors

email: landandlandscaping@gmail.com  www.landandlandscaping.co.uk

24/7  
CALL OUT 

SMALL 
PROJECTS 
CATERED  

FOR
Land & Landscaping

Landscape and Garden Contractors

L L

PRUNING & FELLING

CROWN LIFTING & THINNING

AWKWARD ACCESS

STUMP GRINDING

DEAD & DANGEROUS TREES

TALL HEDGE REDUCTIONS

COMMERCIAL GRASS CUTTING

ALL TYPES OF IVY REMOVAL

ASH DIEBACK

Call us today on 01795 899246

YOUR GARDEN TRANSFORMATION COMPANY



Contact Details For Local Groups
Badminton Alan Williamson 01622-858763
Badminton Club Feathers Robert Day 07984-948524
Borough Councillor Chris Houliham chrishouliham@maidstone.gov.uk
Bowling Club Lyn Fuller 01622-851538
Bridge Club Keith Rylands 01622-891964
Brownies (2nd Lenham) Andrea French 01622-851646
Cat Protection  Mid-Kent Branch 0345-3712758
Church Offi  ce Sarah Hills 01622-850604
Dog Warden (Louise Duke) Community Protec’n 01622-602117
Drama Gail Kelly 01622-850671
Friends of St Mary’s Church Andrew Barr enquiries@friendsofstmaryslenham.org 
Gardening Society Margaret Baines 01622-431649
Guides (1st Lenham) Jo Homes  07887-877814
Ham Lane Allotment Association Doug Matthews 01622-297692
HAMS Productions David Penny 07731-455677
Harrietsham & Lenham Beavers Duncan Keenan 07768-926654
Harrietsham & Lenham Cubs Mrs A Seales 01622-859829
Hub Club Nina Kent 01622-851970
KCC for Maidstone Rural East Sarah Emberson sarah.emberson@kent.gov.uk
Kent Highway Services Roads, paths etc. 03000-418181
Kent Wildlife Trust  01622-662012
Lenham Ballet School Erica McCabe 07866-316056
Lenham Country Market Sandra Woodfall 07775-736116
Lenham Community Centre Carol Higgins 01622-853800 (am)
Lenham Cricket Club Alex Gray 07760-132803
Lenham Film Club Danny Coorsh lenhamfi lmclub@gmail.com 
Lenham Heath Memorial Hall Rosemarie Pomeroy 07572-911396
Lenham Heritage Society Henny Shotter 01622-851355
Lenham Lifts scheme Phil Hollier 01622-859154 / 07542 625277
Lenham Meadows Trust Danny Matthews enquiries@lenhammeadowstrust.org 
Lenham Nursery Sarah Siddens 07967 128056 
Lenham Parish Council Lisa Westcott 01622-829034 (M-F  9am-1pm) 
   clerk@lenhamparishcouncil.org.uk
Lenham Quilters & Stitchers Pamela Gillard 01233-879507
Lenham Social Club Sue Neaves 01622-532409
Lenham Toddlers Group Irene Hine 01622-858919
Lenham Wanderers FC Anna  Russell 07747-844785
Len Valley Health Walks Jan Enever 01622-851623
Len Valley Practice GP surgery 01622-858341 / 859204
Member of Parliament Helen Whately helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk 
Mothers’ Union Mrs J Thomsett 01622-947938
Patient Participation Group Teresa New 01622-858341
Pilates Classes Vivien Elcomb 01622-853887
Redback Explorer Scouts Mark Horlock redbackesu@hotmail.com
St Edmunds; Platts Heath Kate Stansfi eld 07500-895831
Save Our Heathlands (SOHL) Kate Hammond 07925-606236
Sing & Shake / Make & Shake Steph Richardson 07894-160906
Sittingbourne Valley FC Paul Hewish 07795-324062
Vicar Rev Dr. John Huggins 01622-850280
Wellbeing Community Group Ellie Stevens 07952-594655 / (Vladimir 07877-143088)
Women’s Institute Chris Godden 01622-858658



Lenham Community Centre – Regular 
Clubs/Classes/Societies – December 2025

ACTIVITY WHEN HELD Time CONTACT NO

Abundant Energy Tai Chi Weekly Monday 0930-1030 07985 001782

Abundant Energy Qigong Weekly Monday 1045-1145 07985 001782

Country Ways Quilting 1st & 3rd Tuesday 1330-1630 01233 879507

Country Ways Rugmaking and quilting 2nd & last Wednesday 0900-1300 07784 892160

Feathers Badminton Weekly Monday 2000-2200 07984 948524

Gardening Society 3rd Thursday 1845-2200 01622 430649

Hatha Yoga Weekly Monday 1815-1945 07850 355918

Kent School of Bridge Weekly Thursday 1330-1730 01622 891964

LenARA Bowling Weekly Tuesday 1330-1700 01622 858439

LenARA Line Dancing Weekly Wednesday 1845-2115 01622 859725

LenARA Members 4th Wednesday 1230-1700 01622 851763

LenARA Petanque Thursday if weather permits 0900-1300 01622 858439

LenARA Zumba Gold Weekly Wednesday 0900-1030 01622 850468

Lenham Art Group Weekly Thursday 1000-1300 01622 858238

Lenham Badminton Weekly Tuesday 2000-2200 01622 858561

Lenham Ballet School Monday / Tuesday 1700-2030 07866 316056

Lenham Ballet School Thursday 1630-2100 07866 316056

Lenham Ballet School Weekly Saturday 0900-1530 07866 316056

Lenham Heritage 4th Thursday 1900-2130 01622 850228

Lenham Toddlers pre-school Weekly Tuesday 0930-1130 01622 858919

Lenham Meadows Trust 3rd Thursday 1900-2100 07831 308267

Lenham Toddlers Pre-school Weekly Tuesday 0930-1130 01622 858919

Lenham WI 2nd Thursday 1845-2200 01622 858658

Parish Council 1st Wednesday 1930-2230 01622 829034

Parish Council F & G P 3rd Wednesday 1930-2200 01622 829034

Parish Council Planning 1st Monday 1930-2200 01622 829034

Pathways Church 1st & 3rd Sunday 1030-1200 07708 754672

Telisa Tai Chi Weekly Wednesday 1730-1830 07734 108683

Zumba with Rosie Weekly Tuesday 1830-1930 07809 490982

PLEASE CONTACT ORGANISERS DIRECT FOR UP-TO-DATE TIMES/DATES AND INFORMATION
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Thorneloe & Co.
Solicitors

Based in Lenham, we are an independent family practice providing a 
friendly, high quality, personal service tailored to your specific needs.

For you and your family….. For you and your business….
Wills, Probate and Tax Planning Agriculture
Trusts and Estate Administration
Lasting Powers of Attorney

Commercial Property
Buying or Selling a Business

Family Law and Employment Law Business Contracts / Finance
Buying and Selling Your Home Employment Law
Court of Protection
Dispute Resolution / Property 
Litigation
Personal Injury

Dispute Resolution / Property 
Litigation

01622 859 416
Lenham@Hallettandco.co.uk www.thorneloe.co.uk

St Mary’s House The Square Lenham Kent ME17 2PH
Authorised and regulated by the Solicitors Regulation Authority Registered Number 50485

Thorneloe&Co
Solicitors

Now part of Hallett & Co

www.hallettandco.co.uk
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Lenham Gardening Society
From Margaret Baines

There is no meeting of the society this 
month, but we’ll meet again on Thursday 
15th January at 7.30pm.  

Clive Nuttman will give us a talk on the 
Orchards of Kent. The competition in 
January will be for one succulent and/or one 
slice of fruitcake.

All are welcome to the meetings except 
February, July and November which are for 
members only.  Members pay £1 entrance 
with non-members paying £1.50.  Annual 
subscription is £7 per person.  

Tea, coff ee and biscuits are available in the 
interval and a raffl  e held before the evenings 
close.

I wish you all a very merry Christmas and 
happy, prosperous New Year.

For further information:  
Email: gardenlenham@gmail.com 
Tel: 07917401228

OSTEOPATH
Helping relieve the symptoms of:

• Sciatica
• Arthritis
• Frozen shoulder
• Headaches
• Back/Hip/neck pain
• Fibromyalgia 
• Acute pain
• Chronic pain
• Nerve compression 

& more… 

MR C.R. TEMPEST  
D.O. M.Ost GOsC. Cert MA - 

Registered Osteopath & Medical Acupuncturist

 Appointments available until 8pm mid week
No.28 High Street, Lenham, ME17 2QD 

07749 980096  www.chris-tempest.com  or 
www.thelenhamosteopath.co.uk

MR C.R. TEMPEST  
D.O. M.Ost GOsC. Cert MA - 

Registered Osteopath & Medical Acupuncturist

 Appointments available until 8pm mid week
No.28 High Street, Lenham, ME17 2QD 

07749 980096  www.chris-tempest.com  or 
www.thelenhamosteopath.co.uk

OSTEOPATH
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Specialist Wasp
Nest Removal
Fully trained technicians
Prompt, discreet response
Rodents, insects & moles

Call Today:
07377 362038
01622 535969
firmkill.co.uk

CCTV Systems
Burglar Alarm Systems

WIFI Solutions

5 Star Google Ratings
Local, Reliable & Professional

Reach us on 01634 944161
Or Visit

www.wisetechsecurity.co.uk
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Recipe of the Month
Christmas Star Biscuits

This is a great recipe for a children’s baking day. The biscuits make great tree decorations.

Ingredients:

100g butter, softened  
100g castor sugar
1tsp vanilla extract  
1 large egg
200g plain fl our (extra for dusting) 
½ tsp baking powder
Cake gold glitter spray  
Chocolate for melting
Sea salt, pinch

Method:

Pre-heat the oven to 160c, gas mark 3. 
Use a large baking tray, lined with parchment.
Using an electric whisk, cream the butter and 
sugar together in a large bowl until pale. Add the 
vanilla extract and the egg, whisking until well 
mixed. Stir in the fl our and baking powder with 
a generous pinch of sea salt. Wrap and chill for 
about 30 minutes.
Roll out the dough to the same size as the 
parchment to about 0.5cm thick, dust with more 

fl our if needed. Cut out the stars – as many as 
possible – use up the trimmings, using another 
baking sheet, if necessary.
Bake for 12-14 minutes until starting to turn 
golden at the edges. Remove and leave to cool 
completely on a wire rack. Using gold glitter 
decorate the stars or melt chocolate and pipe 
over the biscuits.
Note: If using as tree decorations pierce a 3mm 
hole near the top of each star before baking 
and use thread to hang them.  These cannot 
be eaten once they’ve been on the tree.
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For further informa>on, 
receive a quota>on or to place 

an order please email: 
sales@edengroveoutdoorliving.com 

or visit 
www.edengroveoutdoorliving.co.uk

T: 07514 021191
T: 01795 890170

UNIQUE PERGOLAS FOR 
MODERN LIVING
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NEXT MARKET
Sunday 14 December

Fresh Local Produce Sold 
Direct by the Producer

Lenham Country
Market

E: lenhamcountrymarket@gmail.com

MORE CHOICE*MORE STALLS

*MORE QUALITY*

Lenham Square 9 am – 1 pm

MARKET MANAGER

Sandra Woodfall 

07775 736116

A message from our new Maidstone BC CounciŲ ors; CŲ r Chris 
Houlihan, CŲ r Steve Povey, and CŲ r Mariela Nedelcheva

Following our recent electoral 
success which we are truly grateful 
for, we’re here to represent all of the 

community and look forward to working 
with and for you.
Since being elected on 2nd October, 
we’ve been working very hard 
representing local people on local issues. 
We have already responded to numerous 
requests for assistance on various 
matters ranging from planning to local 
community services that residents feel 
they need to highlight.
In addition, we had the pleasure of 
attending the recent Parish Council 
meetings at Lenham & Harrietsham 
with others planned also. This gives us 
a valuable opportunity to interact and 
discuss in person what really matters to 
you. We look forward to supporting the 
Parish Councils going forward.
Our opposition to The Heathlands 
Garden Settlement has been well 
documented as we feel that this is 
not viable, sustainable or in the best 
interests of the community. Maidstone 
Borough Council (MBC) is inviting 
residents, businesses and stakeholders 
to take part in the consultation for the 
Heathlands Garden Settlement Draft 
Supplementary Planning Document 
(SPD). The consultation will run from 
Monday 3 November to 23:59 on Monday 
15 December 2025, and we urge all 
residents to have input. Full details can 
be found on the MBC website.
As your local councillors we have also 
been working with both MBC and Kent 
Police and attend cluster meetings which 
have covered anti-social behaviour. 

We would encourage you to consider 
registering to My Community Voice.
Examples of initiatives to tackle 
this type of behaviour across our 
communities and highlighting the 
role that you as residents can play in 
eff ective responses include:

•   The tools and approaches used

•   Why reporting matters

•   Practical examples of what 
information helps most

•   How residents can stay connected 
with Kent Police via My Community 
Voice.

HHH



CARPET  

 VINYL 

  
 LUXURY VINYL TILES 

 LAMINATE  

  
 ENGINEERED WOOD 

www.masterfloors.co.uk

Telephone: 01233 22 11 66     Mobile: 07974 227690 

Family run business           25 years experience 
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Our luxurious AA 5* hotel, restaurant and champagne bar welcomes you to have a truly 
unique and memorable experience, whether you join us for a night, a meal or simply a drink.

We off er classic English dishes, carefully prepared with local ingredients with plenty of a� en� on 
to detail. Browse our website at www.whodathough> t.com to see the menus and our 

charming selec� on of bedrooms, should you wish to stay overnight with us.

Special celebra> on meals and func> ons are our speciality 
and you can be assured of a great > me and top-class service.

Live music on our terrace
Call or email us NOW, or use the website for online booking.

Tel: +44 (0) 1622 858 951

Email: joe@whodathough� t.com

Address: Headcorn Road, Gra� y Green,
Nr Lenham, Kent, ME17 2AR

CHRISTMAS 
SET MENU:
2 courses £29 

3 courses £35

LUNCH MENU 
(2 courses) £20 

inc. Salmon Fishcake/Thai Chicken



PROUD TO BE SERVING 
THE COMMUNITY 

SINCE 1965

Your fully independent, family owned, Funeral Directors, 
serving the local community with compassion and the 

highest standards of service and professionalism.

With our 24-hour emergency service, 
we are only a telephone call away.

At the earliest stage possible, you will speak directly with 
one of our experienced Funeral Directors, who will be 

there to help, support and guide you through the whole of 
the funeral process.

A.W. Court Funeral Directors
Headcorn Road, Grafty Green, Maidstone, Kent ME17 2AP

Telephone: 01622 850840
Email: enquiries@awcourt.com  Website: www.awcourt.com

A.W. Court is a Trading Division of West & Coe Limited.
602 Rainham Road South, Dagenham, Essex RM10 8YP.



53

Book Review from the Lenham Library

Ihave chosen a festive 
title for the December 
issue. ‘The Christmas 

Appeal’, by Janice 
Hallett.

This book is very short 
and I found it very 
amusing. It is written in 
Janice Hallett’s signature 
style of mixed media; 
emails, text messages, 
transcripts etc. 

I thought I might fi nd 
this off -putting when I 
read her previous novels 
but she manages it so 
well that you become 
absorbed very quickly. 
Her characters are so well 
rounded and in this case 
genuinely funny. This is actually a follow 
on from The Appeal so I was familiar with 
the characters, but it is not necessary to 
have read The Appeal fi rst.

The book is about the Fairway Players and 
their upcoming festive holiday production 
of Jack and the Beanstalk which is to raise 
money for a new church roof. 

However, despite the season, goodwill 
is distinctly lacking among the amateur 

theatre enthusiasts with 
petty rivalries, a possibly 
asbestos-fi lled beanstalk 
and some perennially 
absent players behind 
the scenes. And there 
is also the little matter 
of the dead body on 
the stage. Who could 
possibly have had the 
victim on their naughty 
list? The reader joins 
with lawyers Femi 
and Charlotte as they 
investigate Christmas 
letters, examine emails 
and pore over police 
transcripts to identify 
both the victim and the 
killer before the curtain 

closes on their holiday production.

Janice Hallett has perfected the feelings 
of stress and the organisation required to 
plan a Christmas production. The action 
is frantic as in the best of farces. Femi and 
Charlotte stop to regroup every now and 
then which gives you the chance to get a 
summary of the section and think about 
all the action. There are rifts between 
characters, people who are convinced they 
are better than everyone else and lots of 
juicy gossip. 

This book is perfect for the Christmas 
season and it made me laugh out loud 
several times. 

We have a copy in the library and a couple 
of her other titles too if you feel inclined to 
explore her works further. 

Remember we have lots of Christmas 
picture books for your little ones in the 
library now.
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Helen Whately – MP

An update from your local MP, 
Helen Whately

Every Christmas I tell myself I must 
be better organised next year 
and not leave everything to the 

last minute. And then when the next 
Christmas comes, 
I remember that resolution but inevitably 
too late. I know I’m not the only one.

Small Business Saturday is a good 
chance to try to make this year diff erent. 
It’s the fi rst Saturday in December, and 
the aim is to rally the community around 
the small businesses that help make 
our local economy tick. In practice, the 
biggest diff erence we can all make for our 
local shops is to buy things in them.

This year it is more important than ever 
to back our small businesses as they are 
going through tough times. Over the last 
18 months many have seen their business 
rates double and been hard hit by the rise 
in employer national insurance (the ‘jobs 
tax’). Farm and village shops are usually 
great at stocking local produce, and the 
Family Farms tax is a massive worry for 
local food producers.

As I talk to businesses across the 
constituency it is clear these taxes are 
starting to take their toll. As your MP, I 
am backing the businesses which keep 
our high streets alive and provide jobs for 
local people. 

Together with my colleagues in 
Parliament, we are fi ghting hard to 
reverse the Family Farms Tax and The 

Family Business tax, and we want to 
see the Government get rid of business 
rates altogether for small shops and 
pubs.

I would like to end on a happy note and 
thank everyone who gives their time, 
energy and money to put up Christmas 
decorations in our towns and villages 
and to decorate village halls and 
churches. I know this involves a lot of 
eff ort. For my part, it puts a smile on my 
face when I see the Christmas lights in 
villages around the area on a dark winter 
night.

e: helen.whately.mp@parliament.uk
t: 0207 219 6472

Helen supporting Crouch Family Butchers in 
Bearsted for Small Business Saturday, 2024.

Merry Christmas and Happy New Year
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Update from the Len VaŲ ey Practice 
From Elaine Moles, Practice Manager

When you read this, it will have 
been around ten weeks since 
we introduced our new ‘Accurx 

Total Triage’ system on 15th September.
We wanted to take this opportunity to 
thank everyone for their patience and 
support while we’ve adapted to this 
change.
 The new triage system was introduced 
to help us manage patient requests more 
effi  ciently and ensure that every patient 
is directed to the most appropriate 
clinician or service. Instead of booking 
directly through reception, patients now 
complete a short online form, or our 
reception team can do this with you over 
the phone or in person if you prefer.
This new approach allows us to prioritise 
urgent issues more quickly, direct 
patients to the right person for their 
needs, free up more appointments 
for those who need them most, and 
ultimately reduce waiting times while 
improving continuity of care.
We know that any change in how you 
access care takes time to get used to 
and your feedback is really important to 

us. We’d love to hear how you’ve found 
the new system so far, what’s working well 
and where we can make improvements.
If you receive an automated text after a 
recent contact with the practice, please 
do take a moment to complete the Friends 
and Family Test. You can also fi ll this 
out via our website by visiting www.
lenvalleypractice.co.uk and clicking 
on Feedback under the “Practice Info” 
section.
Your views help us understand the impact 
of the new system and shape how we 
continue to care for our community. 
Thank you once again for your patience, 
understanding and ongoing support.
NB. From the Chair of the Lenham PPG. 
An article appeared in the August edition 
of the Lenham Focus from the surgery 
at Lenham. It was to the chair of the 
PPG and was not meant for publishing. 
I apologise for any upset that it has 
caused Elaine, (Practice manager) and 
the surgery.

Please let us have your 
feedback on the new system.

Fast, reliable, effi  cient service
Collect/delivery or in-house

Call: 07359-786422 for a quote or
email: jojeff rey20@gmail.com
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01622 858241 homes@philipjarvis.co.uk 1 The Square, Lenham, Kent ME17 2PH philipjarvis.co.uk

V ILLAGE & COUNTRY HOMES
RESIDENTIAL SALES & LETTINGS

Local knowledge Wealth of experience

BOOK NOW FOR YOUR
FREE MARKETING CONSULTATION
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FREE ESTIMATING, INSURANCE WARRANTY REPAIRS,  

END OF LEASE ADVICE AND QUOTES, COLOUR CODING. 

WHEEL REFURBISHMENTS AND EXPERT GUIDE FOR ANY REPAIRS. 

COLLECTION / DELIVERY SERVICE AVAILABLE 

OPEN FROM 7 AM TO 5PM MONDAY - FRIDAY 

EMAIL:  OFFICE@PHOENIXPAINTSOLUTIONS.CO.UK 

WEB:    WWW.PHOENIXPAINTSOLUTIONS.CO.UK 

PHOENIX PAINT SOLUTIONS LTD
Water Lane Farm, Harrietsham, Maidstone, ME17 1DE 

T: 01622   M: 07830 323233 

The Brown Barn, 
Bull Hill, Lenham Heath, 
Kent, ME17 2JA (Off  the A20)

●  Treatments & Consultations
●  Children’s Chiropody
●   Corns, Callouses & Hard 

Skin Removal
●   Diabetic Foot Care
●   Fungal Treatment
●   Ingrowing Toe Nails / Toe 

Nail Problems
●   Verruca Treatment

M: 07595 497348

T: 01622 850376
www.heatherschiropody.co.uk

retreat@heatherschiropody.co.uk
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Ring: Kentish Warm Roofs on 01634 789025
The granary, Greenway Court Road, Hollingbourne ME17 1QD
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Simple WeŲ being: 
Emotions and Freedom  

By Vladimir Barkanov

In today’s world, we often feel uneasy 
about showing our emotions. While 
I agree that we shouldn’t rush to 

express negative feelings, I fi nd it tragic 
that we also suppress the positive 
ones. Life has taught me that emotions 
are not something to be trifl ed with. 
Failing to express joy is dangerous. 
When we learn not to smile too broadly, 
not to laugh too loudly, and not to cry 
when something truly moves us, we 
begin to build the walls of our own 
imprisonment.

Moreover, unexpressed and 
unprocessed positive emotions tend 
to fester, becoming fertile ground 
for negative ones. And then, as I’ve 
mentioned before, if I don’t confront 
and process those negative emotions, 
they erupt of their own accord and can 
easily take control of me. 

I fi rmly believe that one reason we see 
so much negativity and violence in the 
world today is that we are nurturing the 
wrong fl owers within ourselves.

Recently, I had an experience that was 
both wonderful and devastating. Some 
of you may have read my review of 

the Jasmin Vardimon Dance Theatre 
Company. I was fortunate enough to 
see their performance of “Alice”. It 
was so powerful that afterwards, my 
wife and I were unable to speak—for 
fear that doing so would reduce us to 
tears. Later, in the café, I saw Jasmin 
herself. I still could not speak, but I 
thought I might catch her eye and bow 
in gratitude… I couldn’t even manage 
that. The gesture alone would have 
reduced me to a sobbing wreck.

And although I was in a space where 
many would have understood my 
reaction and wouldn’t have judged me, 
I still couldn’t allow myself to let go of 
the fear of showing emotion. I couldn’t 
free myself from that prison.

Looking back, I asked myself: Why 
was I so overwhelmed? The answer is 
painfully clear. I’ve kept my emotions 
locked away for so long that when 
something fi nally breached the gates, 
there was a fl ood waiting. Can I truly 
say that I am free, afraid to show – 
even, and especially – my strongest 
positive emotions? I urge you to ask 
yourself the same question.

Finally, I’d like to off er a small piece of 
advice, which I’m beginning to practise 
myself, alongside the words of the 
great minds quoted throughout this 
article: “With emotions, learn from 
the negative and be driven forth by 
the positive – this will set you free.”
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You will see regular updates on all the parish council’s activities 
in the Focus, our website and social media.

Parish Council news
Chair – Cllr John Britt

Season’s Greetings
As the festive season draws near, it is 
a time to refl ect on the year gone by, to 
cherish the memories we have made and 
to look forward to new beginnings with 
hope and optimism.
It has been another busy year for the 
parish council. We have completed major 
renovation works (in the toilets), both 
play-parks have been renewed (using 
funds generated by the building of new 
homes), we continue to push forward 
with plans to create a new two-form 
entry nursery (our application for funds 
held by MBC under the CIL scheme has 
been submitted) and we have started a 
reconfi guration of the CCTV coverage 
around the village. 
Volunteers have given many, many hours 
to pick up litter; plant spring, summer 
and winter fl owers to keep our village 
looking welcoming; a special mention 
to the intrepid people who arranged the 
great switch-on of the Christmas lights; 
all the other volunteers who organise so 
many clubs and activities in the parish, 
including those involved in the creation 
and distribution of the Lenham Focus. 
I’d like to thank each one of you for the 
time and eff ort you put in, it is very much 
appreciated.
I would also like to give a shout-out to all 
the colleagues at the parish council. We 
all give our time to maintain the fabric 
and essence of village life, not always 
succeeding but always giving 100% 

in trying. Sadly, this year we have lost 
stalwarts (thanks Nick – you are missed 
every day) and welcomed new members 
(we hope Chris and Hannah are enjoying 
the steep “learning curve”!) 
I would remind everyone all our meetings 
are open to the public – why not make a 
New Year resolution to come and fi nd out 
for yourself what your parish council does, 
rather than read someone else’s opinion 
on social media? Thanks, too, to our 
parish clerks who do such a sterling job 
of keeping us wayward councillors on the 
straight and narrow!
It is inevitable that things will change as 
time passes, while we would love time to 
stand still or change to come more slowly, 
we cannot be immune from it. I often hear 
people yearn for days gone by; the reality, 
though, is that we do not, and cannot, 
live in some kind of bubble where the rest 
of the world moves on. We will continue 
to try and preserve what is best and 
necessary, while mitigating against the 
damage that change might bring – again, 
we’re not always successful but we will 
give 100% trying.
This year, at the county and local 
elections, we lost our long-standing 
county and local representatives and 
welcomed new people in their places, 
and the fi ght against the potentially 
catastrophic new town, Heathlands, 
continues. We will work with our new 
representatives at borough and county 
level to ensure the views of the parish are 
noted and appropriate action taken.
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Let us all embrace the spirit of giving, 
kindness, and goodwill, spreading cheer 
not only to those close to us but also to 
those who need it most and include those 
who do not have their loved ones with 
them at a time when family becomes the 
focus.

Wishing you a very Merry Christmas 
and a prosperous New Year – let’s hope 
2026 is kind to us all!

The Arts Society Egerton
The Arts Society brings people together 
through a shared curiosity for the arts

To fi nd out more please visit: www.theartssocietyegerton.org.uk or contact our 

Membership Secretary, Christine on cmwillis75@gmail.com or 01233 756377 

WEDNESDAY 10th December at 2.30 pm  (doors open from 2.00pm) 

at Egerton Millennium Hall, Elm Close TN27 9DS

THE ART OF CELEBRATING:  

CAROLS, CONSUMING AND 

SHOPPING DURING THE 

CHRISTMAS SEASON 1820 – 1930

Mark Connelly: Professor of Modern British History at the University of Kent until 
2024. Visitors are always very welcome at £8 (just turn up and pay on the 
door), refunded if you join. 



BUILDING SUPPLIES
01622 324012

MILLFIELD MEADOW, FORSTAL LANE, HARRIETSHAM,
ME17 1LB

PLUS AN IN STORE PAINT MIXING SERVICE & MUCH MORE!

TIMBER

BRICKS/
BLOCKS

HARD
LANDSCAPING

AGGREGATESGARDENING PLUMBING

ELECTRICAL

FIXINGS

DECORATING COMPOST

DECORATIVE
AGGREGATES

GAS

YOUR LOCAL, FAMILY RUN BUILDERS MERCHANTS
OPEN TO TRADE AND DIY - EVERYONE IS WELCOME!

WWW.BSBUILDINGSUPPLIES.CO.UK

WHAT 3 WORDS
///GATES.PROWESS.HIGHLY

K
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Crafted with precision and care, we bring your ideas to life with 
expert woodwork for both style and function.  

GET IN TOUCH TODAY!

07734 411600 
nbcarpentry2000@outlook.com

Specialists in bespoke storage solutions and custom garden structures
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Off ering compe� � ve pricing and bespoke solu� ons so you can 
relax in the outdoor space of your dreams.

With more than 22 years’ experience in the gate 
manufacture and fencing trade I have a proven track 
record of delivering quality results for my customers. 

From close board or picket to chain link or railings you can be 
sure your garden will be secure and looking great. 

Decking or a new pa� o can transform your garden giving you the perfect outdoor space for entertaining 
or relaxing. 

I use quality treated deck boards and natural Indian sandstone to give that extra special look. Gates and 
pergolas can be func� onal or statement pieces in your garden. Made to measure and customised to 
your requirements.

Contact me today for a FREE quote.
Appointments are made to fi t your schedule.

Decked out in style!

Call 07788 971584 I Email frenchandrewp@live.com I www.andrewfrenchfencing.com

At Andrew French Fencing we build high quality decks, 
fences, gates, pergolas and more.

Your local gent is close at hand 
in Our

Looking To Sell or Let Your Property?

01233 713127
saddlersresidential.co.uk



2 0 2 5  A U C T I O N  D A T E S

14th & 15th 
F EBRUARY

Entry deadline 20th December

11th & 12th
APR I L

Entry deadline 7th March

6th & 7th
J UNE

Entry deadline 2nd May

1st & 2nd
AUGUST

Entry deadline 27th June

3rd & 4th
OCTOBER

Entry deadline 29th August

28th & 29th
NOVEMBER

Entry deadline 24th October 

Have something to sell?
From watches, jewellery, cameras, art and antiques to 

20th Century collectibles, The Canterbury Auction Galleries 
has a strong track record in achieving worldwide saleroom prices. 

Contact us today for a free valuation
Telephone 01227 763337  Email general@tcag.co.uk Visit thecanterburyauctiongalleries.com

Auctioneers of the rare, the collectible and the exceptional

The Canterbury Auction Galleries
FINE ART AUCTIONEERS SINCE 1911

Lenham Focus - TCAG.indd   1 21/11/2024   11:46



Make it a Christmas to rememberMake it a Christmas to remember
******************MERCURE*MAIDSTONE*GREAT*DANES

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
PRIVATE PARTY 
Looking to host your own 
exclusive party? We have 
a range of private suites 
available for 20 to 340 
guests. Get in touch to 
start planning your party! 

GLISTENING 
PARTY NIGHTS 
From £45.00 per person 
NOVEMBER: 
Friday: 21st, 28th 
Saturday: 22nd, 29th 
DECEMBER: 
Friday: 5th, 12th, 19th 
Saturday: 6th, 13th, 20th 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
BOOGIE 
THE NIGHT 
AWAY PARTY 
From £30.00 per person 
NOVEMBER: 
28th, 29th 
DECEMBER: 
4th, 5th, 6th, 11th, 12th, 
13th, 18th, 19th, 20th 

 

 

 
BOXING DAY 
LUNCH 
£30.00 per adult 
£15.00 per child aged 2-12 
(Under 2yrs go FREE) 

NEW YEAR’S EVE 
FAMILY BUFFET 
& BOOGIE 
£55.00 per adult 
£30.00 per child aged 2-12 
(Under 2yrs go FREE)

 

 

 

 
Are you planning a festive event with your friends, family, or colleagues? 

If so, you’ve come to the right place! 

 
ALL INCLUSIVE 
PARTY NIGHTS 
£69.00 per person 

 
Thursday: 4th 
Wednesday: 10th & 17th 

CONTACT US TO BOOK: 
Get in touch with our events team for more 
information on our range of events and packages. 

01622 528 565 
events@mercuremaidstone.co.uk 
mercuremaidstone.co.uk 

 
GLISTENING 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
GALA BALL 
£99.00 per person 
(Over 18s only) 

JUST PARTY! 
£19.99 per person 

 
Sunday: 7th 
Tuesday: 16th 

 
Alternative 
Christmas Events 
We also have an array 
of alternative events 
throughout the festive 
season: 

Bingo Loco 
Murder Mystery 
Country & Western 
Christmas 
Festive Sunday Lunches 
Festive Lunch & Dinners 
Festive Afternoon Tea 

Scan the QR code to 
explore our packages 
and festive menus. 

Make it a Christmas to remember



68

Trending Scams

New & Trending Scams to Watch Out For
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Kent’s leading supplier of premium caravans since 1948
Situated in the heart of Kent, we stock the very best new and recent used 

touring caravans. Whether you are looking to buy a new Bailey or Coachman, 
or one of our immaculately prepared and warrantied pre-owned caravans, we 

are confident we offer a service that is second to none. 

Visit our premises and you will find a large showroom, extensive outdoor 
display area and a well-stocked leisure shop. In conjunction with our industry 
scheme approved and factory trained workshop, we offer all you might need 

to get away on your caravan journey.

East Street, Harrietsham, Maidstone, Kent, ME17 1HN
Call: 01622 859301 E-mail: enquiries@leedaveycaravans.co.uk

Or visit our new website: www.leedaveycaravans.co.uk

6969

O s t ou e ebs te: . eeda eyca a a s.co.u
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Nature Watch
With Darren Hammond

The season of the fungi

Where to fi nd them?
A mushroom typically grows in lawns 
or open paddocks (like this parasol 
mushroom in the picture) rather than on 
shrubs and under trees like a toadstool. 
You’ll fi nd most types of toadstools 
growing above scraps of wood or lumber 
and dead tree roots. 

So many diff erent fungi
There are roughly 15,000 diff erent types 
of mushrooms and toadstools in the 
UK. Fungi are a huge and fascinating 
kingdom and they live on land, in the 
water, in the air and even in and on plants 
and animals. They vary widely in size and 
form, from the microscopically small to 

the largest organisms on Earth (at several 
square miles large).  

Appearance
The outside of a mushroom cap is typically 
smooth and white or brown. Toadstools 
have a textured cap that’s usually red and 
is fi lled with raised scales that are white 
or yellow. Mushrooms have gills in the 
underside of the cap, whereas toadstools 
have gills that can be found on the stem 
coupled with a bulbous base.  Mushrooms 
and toadstools have even made it into myth 
and legend like this Fly agaric, pictured, 
which looks like the house of a fairy or elf.

Photos relating to Nature Watch pages: © DPH Nature Photography

All through the autumn months you may have 
noticed in the gardens, under trees or in the 
woods a large number of diff erent mushrooms 

and toadstools making an appearance. What is the 
diff erence then? Mushrooms can be described as a 
fungal growth that takes the shape of a domed cap 
with gills underneath and is supported by a stem. On 
the other hand, a toadstool is the fruiting body of a 
fungus that bears spores and usually takes the shape 
of a round cap on a stem, often one that is perceived 
to be poisonous or inedible.



Myths and 
legends
 In British folklore, 
mushrooms and 
toadstools appear 
in some of the 
earliest stories and 
superstitions. Records 
from medieval texts 
describe fairy rings 
as places where the 
Good Folk danced 
and writers have 
linked the red-capped 

fl y agaric with enchantment and danger.

One of the most famous images tied to 
fungi is the fairy ring. People believed these 
perfect circles of mushrooms marked 
places where fairies had danced under 
the moonlight. To step inside was thought 
to be dangerous, for it might whisk you 
away into the ‘Otherworld’. While we now 
know fairy rings are formed by the growth 
pattern of certain fungi, the sense of magic 
lingers. Next time you come across one, 
it is hard not to feel a tingle of ancient 
enchantment. However I can tell you with 
certainty that stepping 
inside a fairy ring like the 
one pictured, does NOT 
transport you to the fairy 
realm.   

What do they 
do and what are 
the gills on the 
underneath for?
So what do fungi do? 
One of the most vital 
roles of fungi in nature 
is decomposition. Along 
with bacteria, fungi are 
the great recyclers. 
Without them, the world 
would be buried under 
dead wood and fallen 
leaves. They break all 

7171

the dead bits down and then release the 
nutrients back into the ground. And fungi do 
not reproduce like plants and fl owers; they 
don’t have seeds, but release spores that 
are then spread around. 

The gills on a mushroom are the thin, papery 
structures located on the underside of the 
cap. Their main function is to dramatically 
increase the surface area available for the 
production and dispersal of spores. 

Not only on the ground or 
fallen trees
 Sometimes you will see a tough, woody, 

shelf-like type of fungus 
that is attached to the 
side of a tree, usually 
very low down. They are 
diff erent from normal 
fungi as they have pores 
on their underside 
instead of gills. While 
they can look amazing 
they do have a dark side 
though. They can play a 
role in the decay and rot 
of the heartwood of trees. 

The one shown in the 
picture (left) is known as 
Turkey Tail, because of its 
shape and colouring that 
resembles a turkey’s tail.  

Photos relating to Nature Watch pages: © DPH Nature Photography
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festive
AFTERNOON

TEA

SCAN THE QR TO BOOK

JOIN US FOR

£32.50perperson

BOOK FROM 1 NOVEMBERST

SCAN THE QR TO BOOK

£32.50perperson

BOOK FROM 1 NOVEMBERST
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Independent vets in Charing

Olive Tree Veterinary Surgery 

Your pets, our passion

Taking new registrations NOW

01233 223400

info@olivetreevets.com

www.olivetreevets.com





Heathlands ‘Public Consultation’ on the draft 
Supplementary Planning Documents

Maidstone Borough Council is 
inviting residents, businesses, 
and stakeholders to take part 

in shaping the future of two major 
developments that aim to deliver a 
signifi cant proportion of aff ordable homes 
across the district.

The Council says: ‘Public consultations 
began on Monday 3 November 2025 
for six weeks and will close at 23:59 
on Monday 15 December 2025. During 
this period, the draft documents and 
supporting materials will be available on 
the council’s website and at libraries and 
council offi  ces throughout the borough. The 
consultation is to gather feedback on the 
draft Supplementary Planning Documents 
(SPDs) for Heathlands Garden Settlement 
and Lidsing Garden Community.’

‘These documents set out the vision and 
framework for creating sustainable and 
inclusive communities that meet local 
housing and infrastructure needs while 

protecting the borough’s character and 
environment. The allocation of these sites 
for development has already been agreed 
through the Local Plan Review (LPR). The 
designation cannot be changed and the 
purpose of this consultation is to gather 
people’s views on the content of the SPDs, 
which, together with the LPR, will form the 
planning framework for future planning 
applications.’

‘The Heathlands Garden Settlement is 
proposed for development between Lenham 
and Charing and could deliver up to 5,000 
homes, with 40% designated as aff ordable 
housing. The plans also include a new 
railway station, healthcare and education 
facilities, and a country park.’

‘Residents are encouraged to read the 
proposals and share their views via the 
consultation platform at maidstone.oc2.
uk, by email to ldf@maidstone.gov.uk, or 
by post to Strategic Planning, Maidstone 
Borough Council, Maidstone House, King 
Street, ME15 6JQ.’ 75
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Christian Message
Reverend Millie Hart Priest with PTO

As we come to the close of this year, 
we naturally refl ect on all that has 
happened for us individually during 

the last 12 months. It will almost certainly 
be a mixture of feelings for most of us 
as we recall times of disappointments 
and struggles, as well as blessings and 
celebrations. 

My prayer for all who read this message 
is that you will end your refl ections 
knowing that you can end 2025 well. I 
pray that you will have known God with 
you during all your emotions of this year 
and He will be with you, moving in your 
life as you start to plan for a New Year. 
God will always want to heal whatever 
situation you meet in 2026 and beyond. 
God is still blessing and God is still 
reconciling.

As you start planning for the next year 
perhaps it will be helpful to remember 
how it has been for others too. Perhaps 
you know the account of Hannah?

Hannah’s husband loved her so much 
but for years she was taunted by others 
because she had not had the blessing of 
children. Hannah prayed to God and cried 
and cried, inconsolably. She vowed that 
if she was blessed with a son, she would 
give him unreservedly to God’s service 
in gratitude for all God had blessed her 
with. Hannah did conceive and then 

named her son Samuel. Samuel became a 
great prophet of the Old Testament.

We all have times when we might feel 
lonely. We might feel left out. We might feel 
unacceptable, or inadequate or frightened. 
People do cry themselves to sleep, just like 
Hannah. People do wake up feeling sad 
about what the day might bring, or about 
the days ahead.

There are people who have lost contact 
with friends. There are those whose loved 
ones have died but maybe they are trying 
to be cheerful even though they have a big 
ache of sadness. Lots of people are hurting 
and wish that things in their lives were 
diff erent.

Maybe you have screamed out to God 
’have pity on us’. Do you believe that God 
hears us as we scream out to him? Well, 
the Good News is he certainly does!

I began my message of prayer by 
suggesting that we refl ect on ending 
the year well and planning the New Year 
knowing God‘s presence is with us always. 
My prayers are for you to celebrate seeing 
this year out and welcoming in the New 
Year with joy! 

Thank you, God, for making Your 
presence known and always being there 
for us, as you were for Hannah. 

Christian Message
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Len VaŲ ey Benefice Everybody is welcome

For I am the Lord your God who takes hold of your right hand 
and says to you, do not fear; I will help you. Isaiah 41:13

Wednesday 3 December

9.30 am Lenham: Holy Communion

Sunday 7 December

9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion

Saturday 13 December

3.00pm Lenham:  Christmas Nativity Fun 
with Messy Church

Sunday 14 December

9.30am Lenham: Breakfast Church
11.00am Lenham: Holy Communion

Check local notice boards for more details

Sunday 21 December

8.00am Lenham: Holy Communion (BCP)
9.30am Lenham:  Christmas Breakfast 

Church
5.30pm Lenham: Carols by Candlelight 

Christmas Eve

11.15pm Lenham:  Midnight Holy 
Communion
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Ready to upgrade your lifestyle? Discover these stunning  2, 3 & 4-bedroom homes 

that blend modern living with countryside tranquillity, featuring spacious interiors, 

sleek finishes and private gardens.

01622 946406

liberty.view@wardsofkent.co.uk Old Ashford Road, Lenham, Kent, ME17 2DG

Discover Modern Living – 

New Homes Now Available In 

Your Community
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A £10 voucher, donated by your crossword compiler, will go to the fi rst correctly completed crossword picked 
from your entries. Please complete the box below and hand your entries into the Lenham Parish Council 
offi  ces at 1a High Street Lenham or into the Lenham library by no later than 20 December where they’ll 
be placed in an envelope. The winner will be notifi ed direct and announced in a future issue of Focus.

Name ...............................................................................  Phone No ............................................................. 

Address ............................................................................................................................................................

Answers for November 
2025 Focus Crossword

The winner of the October crossword is Marya Hooper of Lenham. Well done!

Across clues

1.  Etonian sport involving bricks. (4,4)
5.   Superfi cially impressive. (6)
8.  Happened before. (3)
9.   Wrestling move associated with Jim 

Londos. (6,4)
10.   Small piece of meat with a bone. 

(5,3)
11. The A of AWOL. (6)
12.   Each of these is one of your age. (4)
14.  A type of store. (10)
17.   This happens to brides coverings 

after their ceremonies. (10)
20.  A cooked mixture of meat and 

vegetables. (4)
23. See 1 down
24.  Happening each year. (8)
25.  A fair-headed off spring (5,5)
26.  Unused. (3)

27.  In addition. (2,4)

28.  Caribbean songs. (8)

Down clues

1.   1 down, 23 across, 6, down. 
(2,4,3,1,5,9). A seasonal message 
from Focus.

2.  Milan opera house. (2,5)
3.  Internal organ of a chicken. (6)
4.  A division of whales. (9)
5.   Outdoor place for children to have 

fun. (7)
6.  December Festival. (9)

7.  Beirut is its Capital. (7)
13.  Look into again. (9)
15.  Peron’s country. (9)
16.  Night-time fl ying predators. (5,4)
18.   Sign to prevent people begging for 

food. (2,5)
19.   French version of a German type of 

song. (2,5)
21.  Personal skills. (7)
22.  Supposed day of rest. (6)

Focus PRIZE Crossword December 2025



COUNTRY CLOTHING AND ACCESSORIES
Come and visit us in store for a warm, friendly welcome, 

stocking all your needs for outdoor pursuits

Our store is open 5 days a week visit us at 
Ashford Road, Badlesmere, Kent ME13 0NX

Wednesday - Sunday 10am - 4pm   |   01233 742700
info@inthecountry.co.uk     www.inthecountry.co.uk


