
April 2026 Planning decisions 
 

26/501060/PNR Mount Castle Cottage Mount Castle Ln 
Lenham Heath ME17 2JE 

No Comment 

26/501058/TPOA 1 Grovelands Lenham Kent ME17 2QR No Comment 
26/500782/LAWPRO Biggin Farm Sandway Road  

Sandway Kent ME17 2LU 
Lenham Parish Council objects to this application. 
The original approval for an annex was marginally approved but this 
application to split the property into two separate dwellings is 
unacceptable. The site itself is in an unsustainable location with 
multiple refusals by MBC to allow further development. 
We would draw your attention to 19/503276/OUT just across the lane 
from this property which was for several self build houses. This was 
rejected in line with MBC planning considerations went to appeal with 
the appeal being rejected in favour of MBC. The appeal decision 
published on the MBC website is apposite to this application the details 
entirely designate the unsuitability of this location. 
 

26/501211/SUB Land North Of Old Ashford Road Lenham 
Kent 

No Comment 

26/501213/SUB Land North Of Old Ashford Road Lenham 
Kent 

LPC objects to this sub application in that it does not comply with the 
variety of bricks, tiles and slates required and as specified in the 
Lenham Neighbourhood Plan. We would point out that when Phase one 
of this site was approved the Neighbourhood Plan did not exist but with 
its subsequent adoption by MBC it will certainly apply to the current 
Phase two of the development covered by this sub application. 
The enclosed appendix details our specific criticisms in terms of 
the need for greater variety and quality to match the other Village 
developments.   



Appendix 1 
Material Image  LPC comment 
Tiles 

 

 
Keymer – good quality tile 
 
 
Looking for a blend of dark red and autumn brown – 
preference for more autumn brown across the 
development rather than dark red. The dark red is visually 
harsh compared to the autumn brown. 
 
 

 

✓ 

✓ 



Slate 

 
 

 
Machine made ‘slate’ from waste slate material 
 
LPC require a blend of Slate and Pre-weathered where 
used. 
 
Note – the ‘Kent peg tile’ by Keymer is the prevailing 
vernacular material and should be the preference, 

Bricks 
 

 
Sand faced wire cut 
 
LPC is not happy with wire cut brick – it does not align 
with the local vernacular for facing brickwork 

 

✓ 



Cedral cladding  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Man made cladding (avoids maintenance) 
 
Colours are black and grey 
Considering the potential range selecting two is 
unfortunate: 
 

 
 
Joint detail not advised – LPC expecting ‘cedral lap and 
wood grain finish. 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 

✓ 



Bricks (2)  

 
 
 

 
Variety within the batch does not present a façade that is in 
keeping with the typical facades of vernacular Lenham. 

  Image left is full façade example 
 
 
 
Image panel left is Ibstock 
Facing Brick Bexhill Red 
Brick – LPC preferred subtle 
blend 

 
Roof tiles 

 

 
Ibstock concrete tile with spray applied colour/finish 
 
Concern that colour weathers – overall finish artificial and 
not sufficient quality/suitable for such a prominent 
location.  
 
LPC preference is for the Keymer range listed above. 

 

Overall construction details appear traditional in approach and are acceptable. 

 

 

✓ 



Reference to the previous main application gives the layout and plot numbers referenced in the table for the dispersion of the materials 
across the project. 

17/500357/HYBRID|Hybrid Planning Application comprising: - Full Application - Erection of 48 dwellings and associated 
infrastructure, landscaping and open space Outline Application - Erection of 102 dwellings (access, layout and landscaping to be 
sought) 



  



 

Only two brick types in such large groups are insufficient and at odds with the design 
guidance in the established Lenham Neighbourhood Plan. 

There should be greater use of hanging tile as an overall proportion within the 102 units – 
currently only 8# units have this detail compared to 41# units with boarding (accepting 
that some of those are maisonettes the effect/volume is reduced). 

There is too much use of the machine made slate – local vernacular as noted in the LNP 
is for use us Kent Peg Tiles (Keymer Autumn Brown). This is particularly important to the 
centre of the plat and to the right hand boundary. 

 

 

 


