2

Swaffham Town Council

Minutes of the on-line virtual meeting of the Recreation & Community Services Committee Meeting held on Monday 22nd March 2021.

Committee Members:	Cllrs J Anscombe (Chair), L Beech, S Matthews, J Skinner, W Bensley

Non-Voting Advisory
Representatives: 	Cllr G Edwards (SCALGA)

Town Clerk:	Mr R Bishop
Admin Assistant: 	Ms K Furnass



1. Apologies for Absence.
No apologies received.


2. Declarations of interest.
There were no declarations of interest. 


3. Minutes.
A Councillor queried the omission of grass cutting quotes in the minutes, which it was suggested were being withheld and were the subject of a conversation with the Deputy Clerk at the previous meeting. 
It was agreed to defer agreeing the minutes of the meeting 1st February 2021 they would be delayed until the next meeting to allow time to make any adjustments if required.


4. To report on outstanding actions agreed at previous meetings.
Nothing to report.


5. To receive and consider Recreation and Community Service Issues from non-member Councillors.
Nothing to report.


6. To receive and consider urgent items at the discretion of the Chairman.
6.1 Family Adventure Trail - A request had been received to hold a Family Adventure Trail on the Campingland over the Easter holidays on behalf of Kidz Klub. It was thought the event was a good idea, but the organisers should be made aware of recent vandalism on the Community Garden and surrounding area. A risk assessment would also be required.
It was agreed to allow the Kidz Klub to hold a Family Adventure Trail on the Campingland over the Easter holidays. There would be no charge for this event.


7. To receive and consider reports and/or issues relating to the following.
7.1    Trees:
7.1.1 Survey – to note only that the tree survey had taken place and would be circulated when received. The Deputy Clerk and outside staff were meeting with the surveyor in the morning to complete the final area at Northwell Pool.

7.1.2 Tree Planting proposals – Norfolk County Council have a tree planting project; they are invested in planting 1 million trees in Norfolk over the next 5 years. Councillors were asked for their ideas for suitable planting areas in Swaffham. 


7.1.3 Tree Council – Branching Out Fund Project, It was noted that the Guides and Teenie Iceni’s will be involved in the planting. This will be scheduled later in the year at a suitable time.


7.1.4 Orford Road – To note only the funding bid has been submitted.


7.1.5 Business Offer for tree planting –A local businessman, Mr Lomax had made an offer of trees to the town, to provide, plant and care for them. A brief discussion on places suitable to plant the trees followed. The allotments and Haspall’s Road were two ideas put forward. It was suggested a map of suitable places was needed; this could be made ready for the next meeting. Cllr Anscombe would contact Mr Lomax to inform him. 
It was agreed to accept the offer from Mr. Lomax and to form a map of suitable places for the trees and bring to the next meeting.
	
It was agreed for Breckland Locality Officer Mr Steve Hitchman to be contacted to discuss all suitable areas for tree planting, including the proposal in agenda item 7.1.2.


7.2 	Tesco Bags of Help
	The Committee were asked to formally accept the offer of a grant from Tesco’s of £1,000. The previous Council had applied for the grant to purchase an additional bike for the adult outside gym equipment. 
It was agreed to accept the offer of a grant of £1,000 from Tesco Bags of Help and to order the additional bike for the recreation Ground.
	

7.3 	Campingland  
	A request to use the Campingland for photo shoots had been received from a local professional photographer. The initial request was for one session but if agreed they would like to use the area again. After a brief discussion it was proposed to allow the request. A payment of £5 per session and a risk assessment would be required. 
It was agreed to allow the request to use the Campingland for photo shoots, at a cost of £5 per session. 

7.4	Litter Pick
A request for litter picks in Swaffham had been received from a resident. Information from Breckland had been previously circulated. Litter picks would be possible after June, so it was suggested to speak with Iceni to make arrangements for July. It had been reported that rubbish in the town centre and the town as a whole, had escalated possibly due to more takeaways. There was a need to adapt the type and number of litter bins. A map of where they were placed now would be a starting point, it could then be researched for additional bins, what types were required and where. Steve Hitchman would also need to be involved on any siting and sizing of bins. 
It was agreed to talk to Iceni Partnership with regard a possible litter pick in the Town.

The siting of possible extra recycling bins was also considered. It was mentioned that new developments ought to be involved with these issues at planning stage. It was noted this was something that the Transport Committee were already discussing. 
It was further agreed to form a map of where any litter bins were placed and then to research the type, number, cost and siting of bins required.


7.5    Recreation Ground 
Information had been previously circulated on a complaint received in regard to mole traps. Questions were raised from the Pest Control report on the additional methods taken out. It was also asked if a risk assessment had been supplied. The Town Clerk would need to check out the specifics of the contract for the Pest Control as some services were ad hoc. It was also asked if risk assessments should be completed for specific areas/services.
It was agreed to assess the Council’s procedures and the methodology used by the Pest Control contractor.


7.6 	Dog fouling
A suggestion for a dog poo bag system ‘Tikspak’ had been received by the Council from a member of the public. The information had previously been circulated. Dog poo was an issue that was visited regularly. One suggestion was to post flyers on social media etc to try to educate dog owners.
Although the idea of ‘Tikspak’ was not received well at first the Councillors asked the Clerk to get more information on the system. It was also suggested that the public needed to be made aware that the rubbish bins were dual purpose and could be used for regular rubbish as well as dog poo bags. Breckland should be contacted and asked to supply more stickers for the bins. 
It was agreed for the Town Clerk to gather more information on the ‘Tilspak’ system and to contact Breckland for more bin stickers for ‘dog and litter bins’.


7.7 	Allotments
a. Update on vacant plots – There were no vacant plots, a waiting list was in use. No issues to report.

b. SCALGA report – Restrictions on bird movement ‘cluck down’ to end at midnight 31st March 2021. 

c. ESCAPE report – read out by the Town Clerk, five new students to start from the College of West Anglia.  Smaller groups will be attending the allotment and lateral testing will be carried out. Katy Fullilove has reduced her hour’s, so they intend to offer temporary employment.


8.    Date for the next meeting. 
         The date of the next meeting 24th May 2021






 Meeting Closed at 7.30pm                                                        Chairman…………………………

Initials: ____
