Minutes of the 
Goodworth Clatford Annual Council Meeting

[bookmark: _Hlk202013836]Date of Meeting:	      Tuesday 5th May 2026 at 7pm
Location:		   held in the main hall at the Village Club
                                                
Present:
	Councillors
	Clerk
	TVBC + County Councillors
	Others

	Roy Struthers
Ian Platt 
Alan Willens
Steve Pyle
Henryk Kwaitkowski
Claire Henderson


	Eveline Attwood
	 Suzanne Hassellmann
 David Drew




	



Presentation by Acorn Energy – Alister & Charlie from Acorn Energy. 
· Cllr Kwiatkowski will sit on the panel for the community fund and further information was relayed to Cllrs about the Acorn Community fund.
· Discussions about how they were going to monitor and prevent lorries using Cowdown Lane – Acorn said there will be a restricted access and weight limit A bell mouth will be included in the Highway plans to control traffic. Drivers will operate under three strikes and you’re out system.
· Residents have expressed concerns that emergency vehicles need immediate access to Cowdown Lane without hold ups. It was requested that passing spaces are formalised to allow traffic flow..
· It was hoped to meet the pre planning permission conditions by the end of the summer so construction can start in October 2026, with completion of construction of the biomethane plant in 9 months. Another 9 months will see all mechanical and electrical work completed with an anticipated operational date of March 2028.
· Work on the A303 junction with Highways is on schedule to be completed before the biomethane plant becomes operational.
· Qualitas Energy are the biggest shareholder of Acorn Energy
26047.1 - Election of Chairman
[bookmark: _Hlk166068097]Cllr Struthers was proposed  by Cllr Platt seconded by Cllr Pyle
All members agreed. Resolved: Cllr Struthers was elected as Chairman of the Parish Council, and a declaration of office was signed.

26047.2 Election of Vice Chairman
Cllr Platt was proposed as Vice Chairman by Cllr Struthers seconded by Cllr Willens
All members agreed. Resolved: Cllr Platt was elected as Vice Chairman of the Parish Council.






26047.3 Election of Planning Committee
Resolved: Cllrs Platt (Chair), Cross, Kwiatkowski & Henderson were elected as members of the Planning Committee. New terms and conditions will be approved to reduce meeting for minor applications.
 
26047.4 Election of Representatives 
Finance Advisory Group: Steve Pyle (Chair), Roy Struthers, Ian Platt
Council Land and Water Utilities: Henryk Kwiatkowski
Supported by Robin Welland – Allotments and Playground
Emergency Resiliency Planning: Claire Henderson
Newsletter and Archivist: Alan Willens
Website and IT: Roy Struthers
Footpaths: Issues to be reported to Clerk
Tree Wardens: Stuart Riley, Nick Shorter
Estate Management Group: Stuart Riley (Chair) Annelise (ordering materials for volunteer days)
26047.5 Update of Register of Interests – Cllrs were reminded prior to the meeting to check their Pecuniary Interest Form held on the TVBC website to ensure the information was correct. Cllrs were invited during the meeting to update forms if required and reminded that this was a mandatory requirement if personal details changed. No updated forms were submitted to the Clerk. Cllrs Welland and Cross confirmed they did not need to update their forms. The Clerk will inform TVBC.
26048 Chairmans remarks – Cllr Struthers made the following remarks
· A meeting has been arranged with Bargate on the 2nd of June to discuss progress of the Barrow Hill development.
· Section 106 contributions are in the process of being agreed with TVBC. Money has been allocated with a strict criterion of use to open spaces. It was felt that their were different priorities that could benefit from this money within the village.
· Nelsons Land (White House Cottage) no update from TVBC about issuing a completion notice as previously discussed and agreed with the Chair. Action The Clerk will write to HCC & Environment Agency  about the suspected illegal dumping of waste. 
26049 Apologies for Absence – Cllr Cross, Cllr Welland and Borough Cllr Flood
26050 Public Participation – None
26051 Declarations of Interest – Cllr Willens declared an interest in Flood Action.
26052 To Approve the Minutes of the Council Meeting – Resolved: That the minutes of the council meeting of the Parish Council held on the 3rd of March 2026 can be confirmed and were signed as a true record of the meeting. Proposed Cllr Henderson Seconded Cllr Platt
	 
26053 Borough Councillors report – 
· Local Government Reorganisation decision has been announced with the majority of the Test Valley set to become part of a new mid Hampshire Council. 
· Transition and how many Cllrs per a division is not fully understood yet.
·  Community Councillor Grant has re-opened for applications.
26054 County Councillor Drew report –
· 93% of primary school children have been offered their first choice for September 2026
· Applications for SEN transport close soon.
· A resident has requested support with 20mph along Church Lane. It was explained that full cost would need to be met by PC if they met the criteria
· Cllr Willens asked Cllr Drew for progress with arranging an engineer’s site meeting to discuss drainage at the bottom of Long Stock Road – this remains outstanding.
26055 Clerks report (This was circulated prior to the meeting)
Scouts will ask trustees if hall can be made available to fete on the 31st of August 2026 – response was the fete organisers had made the request, and they were in touch with them
First Aid course & Tools training courses have now been undertaken by EMG volunteers
As no volunteers have received chain saw training then EMG members must not use their own chain saws in the park as they will not be covered by insurance on PC land due to lack of training/competency.
Tree fell at Riverside Rest. Alex Hebden made safe at a cost £250 
Materials purchased to repair area the information board and surrounding area.
Repairs to playpark toddler climbing apparatus by TVBC now complete £321 plus VAT
Materials ordered by EMG group to make repairs to Riverside Rest after tree damage
knocked down the Riverside Rest sign, an information board and part of the Rest perimeter fence.
Wonky handrail Sheepwash repaired, four new posts, three one side and one the other side. £250
Southern Water invoiced for price of materials to repair the damaged posts by their tankers.
Grant paid for the shed to Village Club
YU retail increasing standing charge to 0.45p daily plus usage as an industry standard. CK Andover have been notified.
Land Registry- ongoing awaiting a response to latest correspondence which required additional form to be completed.
Audit – books delivered & collected, legislation will mean some changes ahead, including mandatory training for data protection.
Nationwide investment plus interest rolled over for 1 year.
Outstanding licence fee paid after Clerk visited resident.
£4.00 delivery refund Wickes – Refund of undelivered items now in the bank.
VAT claimed less £114.20, as refund from YU in June 2026 for overpaid electricity invoice from previous financial year. VAT originally claimed included in 24/25 (10/02/2025) claim. 
 Influx of wasps in the Pavilion, TVBC pest control have sprayed the area to discourage settling and have suggested the Pavilion needs a loft hatch or covering. £82 plus VAT
The countryside Officer has been approached about cutting back of the footpath behind Hampshire Golf Course, she has agreed to look at this after the nesting season.
She has also said all footpath issues need to be reported via the HCC website. The Clerk will add this to the website.
Bookcase and revamp of bus shelter £2600.

26056.1 Planning 
[bookmark: _Hlk213518050]26/00734/FULLN 24 The Crescent, Goodworth Clatford Erection of 3-bedroom Chalet bungalow with external associated works including hard paving.
Resolved: Parish Councillors have no objection to this application

260056.2 Previous applications
25/00/911FULLN Allbric Barrow Hill Permission
[bookmark: x__Hlk106127642]25/00799/FULLN Land to the West of Romsey Road Winchester – Awaiting decision
[bookmark: x__Hlk212823496]23/02105/CMAN Sludge Facility Cowdown – Awaiting decision.
2500399/CLE Water Tower – Refused - gone to appeal- this can take as long as the Inspectorate requires.
25/01782/FULLN The Clatford Arms, Longstock Road Awaiting decision
26/00470/FULLN & 26/00548/FULLN Orchard House, Church Lane, Goodworth Clatford, Andover - Permission
26/00378/FULLN Southern Water, Micheldever Reservoir, Micheldever Road – awaiting decision
26/00467/ FULLN 3 Barrow Hill, Goodworth Clatford, Andover - Withdrawn need Bat Survey, gaps in roof tiles
26/00624/FULLN The Village Club Goodworth Clatford – Awaiting Decision
26/00619/FULLN 6 The Crescent Goodworth Clatford – Awaiting Decision
26/00651/FULLN Cowdown Poultry Farm Cowdown Lane Goodworth Clatford – Awaiting decision

26056.3 Planning Infringements - Nelsons land see Chairman’s remarks.
26056.4 Approval of Neighbourhood Plan. Cllr Platt reported that himself and Cllr Cross met with TVBC who are happy with the first draft subject to a few minor changes. When completed TVBC will give it a final check before the Village will be invited for Public Consultation.
26057.1 Finance - Resolved: The financial statements between 1st February 2026 until 31st March 2026 were approved by the council and signed by the Chairman.
[image: ]





26057. 2 Payments for approval March 2026
[image: ]

Payments for approval April 2026
[image: ]

Resolved: Payments for March and April 2026 were approved and signed by the Chairman.

26057.3 Review of Investments 25/26

CCLA - Resolved: Councillors approved investing in a fix term deposit for nine months when the investment matures at the end of May.
HSBC - Resolved: Councillors approved investing in a fix term deposit for twelve months.
Resolved: Councillors approved the Clerk automatically reinvesting all investments as they mature for another year with the same investment provider.

26057.4 Asset Register – Resolved: Cllrs reviewed and approved the asset register. 

26057.5- End of year accounts - Resolved: Councillors approved the accounts for the year ending 31st March 2026

26057.6 – Internal Audit. The letter from Tim Light was circulated to all Cllrs prior to the meeting.  There were no immediate actions to be carried out. The auditor is retiring and the Clerk will seek quotes for a new one. A data audit and training on data protection were recommended to be carried out this year.

26057.7 Review of effectiveness of the Audit –. Councillors reported that Tim Light provided a comprehensive review for the council. It is confirmed that the auditor is independent of the council and not personally known to any member or Clerk.

26057.8 Declaration of conflict with BDO (External Auditor) – None declared in the meeting. Cllr Cross and Welland have both confirmed by e mail they have no conflicts. The Chairman and Clerk signed the declaration on behalf of the Council

26057.9 Section 1 of the Annual Governance Accounting Statement 
[bookmark: _Hlk136185352]Section 1: Cllrs reviewed the Internal objectives which were answered yes.
Resolved: Councillors approved signing of Section 1 governance statements for the year ending 31st March 2026. The Chairman & Clerk signed section 1

26057.10 Approval to sign Section 2 of the Annual Governance Accounting Statement.
The Clerk reported that copies of the Annual Governance and Accountability Return had been sent to all members before the meeting
Resolved: That the Parish Council agree that to the best of their knowledge and belief all Section 2 accounting statements for the year ending 31st March 2025 are true. The Chairman signed section 2

26057.11 Advertisement of Notice of Public Rights of unaudited accounts
The Clerk will place the notice on Monday 8th June to commence the inspection period on 09 June with the inspection period ending on 20h July 2026.

26057.12 Review of Insurance Policy – Resolved: Cllrs reviewed and approved the Insurance policy and agreed it is fit for purpose.

26057.13 Resolved: Cllrs approved closure of Hargreaves Lansdown account.

Environment
26058.1 Footpaths & Highways. – Nothing to report

26058.2 Sheep wash – Resolved: Cllr Kwiatkowski reported that the steps have now been completed. Cllr Kwiatkowski will arrange a meeting with Stuart to discuss a tree stump and waste stacking.

26058.3 The Park & Estate Management Group – The following was reported.

Maintenance:
Posts replaced along Bridgebank boundary at entrance to The Park. Dead hedge created in Bridgebank to protect bank erosion, using old posts and brash from recent tree works. All tree works complete for now, including the recent fallen tree in Riverside Rest. Sheepwash gaps between bank and retaining barrier to be filled with spoil from recently completed steps. The Park will need grass cutting in June, so I will supply a quote for approval. 6 people trained on tools and a further 6 are now first aiders.
Action from PC: 
Response required on parish footpath maintenance as raised in Feb. Countryside Officer contacted about footpath17 and all other queries need to be reported via
H&S queries need to be answered by the PC. – Now completed.
Request the PC investigate the ownership of the small strip of land to the northern boundary of Primavera and Deep Ford entrance. It is not an area that the EMG maintain and has multiple dead/dying ash that needs attention by the owner of the land given the proximity to the entrance to the Deep Ford. - Awaiting HCC response.

Projects:
Sheepwash steps complete and now open for use. Riverside Walk palisade project to kick off soon, although scope will need to be extended to include the first retaining wall as you walk down into the Riverside Rest. Annelise is looking at the costs for this. 
Shed in allotments for storing EMG equipment is unsecure and the roof is leaking, so a replacement will need to be looked at. Options to be presented to the PC. - New padlocks purchased


Charles has recently joined the EMG. He's been an active volunteer for many years, so his experience and contribution will be greatly appreciated.
Request for any proposals to use PC land be shared with the EMG.
Planning for 25th Anniversary of the creation of the Riverside Rest at the EMG stand at the Village Fete in Aug. 

· Risk Assessment to state no chainsaws can be used and that Chainsaws are not permitted to be used on PC land by volunteers and any work will be carried out by fully trained and certificated professional who will be contracted to work for the PC.
· Community Orchard on Conservation Field Resolved: Councillors agreed a community orchard in principle. Further details of the proposal will need to be shared with the PC. The Clerk advised there is currently a tenant grazing cattle and the lease expires in January 2027.
· Approval to cut the Meadow – Resolved: Cllrs approved this payment estimated to be approx. £650 plus VAT


26058.4 Recreation Ground & Pavilion- A repair to the board on the small child play equipment has been made by TVBC

26058.5 Allotments – Cllr Henderson reported that all plots appeared to be worked including the newly let plots.

26058.6 Flood Action – Nothing to report

26058.7 Completion of monthly H&S Inspections- 
· Sheep wash – Steps refurbished, 
· The Park – No report.
· Riverside Rest – EMG are making repairs
· Play Park – Nothing to report.
· Allotments – Hedge in corner still requiring a trim 

26059 Correspondence 
26059.1 E mail from Scouts leader asking permission to use Sheep wash to test rafts Resolved: No objection but the Clerk will reply stating it is at their own risk as PC insurance will not cover the event.
26059.2 Southern Water – River monitoring by SWA - Cllr Henderson will reply to this e mail.

26060 Annual Parish Meeting – An agenda has been produced by the Chairman to include, Chairmans address, Emergency Planning, Neighbourhood Plan, followed by an Open Forum. Prior to the meeting the book exchange will be opened.

26061 Date of next meetings
· The next Parish Council meeting will be held on Tuesday 7th July 2026 at 7pm in Goodworth Clatford Village Club.
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GC Village Club £34.80

ICO £47.00

Clatford Shop Grant £525.83

Guy Kitchen £245.00

Dobbies - Bark Mulch EMG £11.99

Land Registry - Stamp  £3.95

Go cardless Hugo Fox £23.99

Go Cardless Hugo Fox £20.99

HALC £382.00

Lightatouch Internal Audit £450.00

Wickes EMG - Spikes/Riverside Rest £45.00

HMRC - Clerks tax and  Employer NI £198.78

E Attwood Clerks Pay £783.20
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Bank Reconciliation

Business 

794.06 £            

Treasurers 

26,948.35 £       

Closing Balance as at 31st March 2026 27,742.41 £        
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Alex Hebden - Tree Husbandry in Park £2,380.00

Ian Platt refund Taits print NHP £36.00

Post Office - Land Registry letter tracked £9.25

GC Village Club £4.80

YU Energy £0.14

Clatford Shop Assoc £437.50

TVBC - Dog bin emptying £582.17

Business Stream - Pavilion £31.11

GC Village Club grant shed £1,500.00

Go Cardless Hugofox emails £20.99

Go Cardless Hugo Fox Website £23.99

Alex Hebden- Emergency riverside tree work £250.00

Wickes- posts, spikes Riverside Rest & padlocks shed £133.55

B&Q Post information board  repairs £32.99

Bank Charges £2.00

Medic One - First Aid EMG £280.00

H Kwiatkowski - Refreshments EMG Sparsholt Course £76.20

HMRC- Clerks tax & Employer NI £150.18

Nest pension March £23.10

Clerks Pay March 2026 £781.40

Business Stream Allotments Water £17.26

Transfer of funds ot HSBC Fix Term £40,000.00


