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PARISH CLERK: Sara Archer, 204 Monkton St, Monkton, Ramsgate, Kent CT12 4JN 
Tel:01843 821989    E: clerk@monktonparish.co.uk  

Minutes of the Annual Parish Meeting and Annual Parish Council Meeting 
held on 7th May 2025 at 7:00pm Monkton Village Hall

Present	Parish Councillors   Gilly Brown [GB], Davina Ransom [DR], Andy Kershaw [AK]

In Attendance	Sara Archer – Clerk, District Cllr Abi Smith, Derek Crow-Brown, David Mills – Monkton Football Club, plus 3 members of the public.		
	
The Chair opened the meeting, welcomed everyone and thanked them for their attendance.  

Annual Parish Meeting

Members of the public were invited to make comments and raise any concerns they would like the Parish council to address.
· The implementation of a 20mph speed limit reduction was discussed.  The Clerk would include the request on the Highways Improvement Plan for consideration.							Action SA

Annual Parish Council Meeting

01/25-26	ELECTION OF CHAIRMAN
Cllr Gilly Brown was nominated to be elected as Chairman, this was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Kershaw, all were in favour.
Cllr Davina Ransom was nominated to be elected as Vice-Chair by Cllr Brown, this was seconded by Cllr Kershaw, all were in favour.

02/25-26	APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE 
Apologies had been received from Cllr Button (Unwell), and PC Andy Howe.
	
03/25-26            	DECLARATIONS OF INTERESTS 
		Acceptance of Office forms were completed.  No interests were declared.
	
04/25-26	MINUTES OF PARISH COUNCIL MEETINGS
It was resolved to accept the minutes of the previous Parish Council meeting held on 6th March 2025 and Annual Parish Meeting on 9th May 2024 as a true record.  These were proposed by 
Cllr Brown and Seconded by Cllr Kershaw and duly signed by the Chair of the meeting.
 		
05/25-26	PLANNING 	  					   
		a)  To note any new Planning Applications.
		L/TH/25/0424 - Thatched Cottage , 62 Monkton Street, Monkton
No objections raised.
b)  To receive an update on previous applications:
OL/TH/24/1119 - W S Cole And Son, 116 Monkton Street, Monkton	PENDING
OL/TH/24/1460 - Land South Of, Monkton Street, Monkton, Kent		PENDING
FH/TH/24/1422 - Cleve Court Farm House, Minster Road			GRANTED
F/TH/24/1067 - Brooksend Service Station Canterbury Road		PENDING
		
06/25-26	CHAIRMAN’S REPORT 
Cllr Brown thanked the Councillors for their vote of support in re-electing her as Chair, and offered her gratitude to Cllr Ransom for her support in the past year.
Following the recent elections, Cllr Brown congratulated the successful candidates, Luke Evans, Amelia Randall – KCC and Peter Evans – TDC.  All representatives for the Reform Party, therefore bringing a new dimension to local (& national) politics. The Parish Council looks forward to meeting them and building a successful working relationship.
Unfortunately, this replaces Derek Crow-Brown who has been outstanding in the role for the last four years.  Cllr Brown offered her thanks and gratitude to Derek for his support to the Parish Council.

Cllr Brown advised that progress was continuing with the CCTV grant application.  A revised application to the Lottery Fund was being submitted, specifically to include recently obtained village consultation data.  A further update would be reported at the next meeting.

Cllr Brown thanked the Clerk for ensuring the annual accounts were balanced and in budget. This would be noted in the meeting and paperwork signed accordingly.

The Co-Option process to appoint a new Councillor was underway.  Prospective applicants would be interviewed next week and the formal Co-option completed at the next meeting.

A joint Planning Meeting with Minster Parish Council was being arranged to discuss a collaborative approach between the two villages to support each other with any significant planning developments.

Cllr Brown reminded residents of the planned events to commemorate the 80th anniversary of VE Day - Tomorrow evening Church bells will be rung 6.30, followed by a Bangers & Mash supper in the Village Hall with live singing for those who have booked, and the evening rounded off with the beacon lighting at 9.30pm. 
A Village fireworks display at the Recreation Ground would be held on Saturday 10th May. Access from 7.30, with the display starting at approx 9pm (when dark). 
To aid pet/animal owners, the fireworks last approx 15 mins, starting around 9pm.
The Recreation Ground is subject to access & event permit restrictions, therefore parking is restricted to disabled parking & villagers with mobility issues ONLY. 

07/25-26	FINANCIAL MATTERS
		a)  Members resolved to approve the Schedule of Payments below, which had been previously circulated.  		This was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Kershaw. 
		Safelincs Ltd - Defib Supplies: replacement pads	£61.38 
Hugofox - Website hosting fee	 		£11.99 
NEST DD - Clerk's pension	 	 
S. Archer - Clerk's salary & expenses	  
Unity Trust - Service fee	 			£6.00 
Receipts:	
TDC - Half Precept & Agency payment	 £10,527.00

	 	b) The banking reconciliations for March and April were approved.  
		This was proposed by Cllr Ransom and seconded by Cllr Kershaw.

c)  The Clerk offered a short explanation of the income and expenditure for the Parish Council.  Information would be available on the website.  The accounts for year ending 2024-25 were approved, and Sections 1 & 2 of the Annual Return were duly signed.
This was proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr Ransom.
		
d) The Clerk advised of the approximate costs for a replacement shredder.  It was discussed and agreed that a budget of £120 was approved to purchase a new machine.  
This was proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr Ransom.

e) Due to safety concerns, Tree Doctors were instructed to remove a dangerous bough from a tree located next to the Play Area. During inspection of the tree, it was discovered that at least five other trees at the same location were dead and required to be removed. Subsequently, the tree works carried out at the Recreation Ground was therefore retrospectively approved.
This was proposed by Cllr Kershaw and seconded by Cllr Brown.

f)  Cllr Brown explained the position with regard to the Pavilion lease agreement with Monkton Football Club. As the lease had not been formally reviewed since 2017, it was proposed that an annual rent increase to £2500 should be implemented in order to offset part of the increase in grounds maintenance costs.  Following a short discussion, it was agreed that a separate meeting would be arranged between the Football Club and Parish Council representatives to discuss the amendments to the user agreement and terms of payment.									Action: GB

08/25-26	INDIVIDUAL REPORTS
		To receive updates for the following:
a)  County Councillor – Cllr Luke Evans, Cllr Amelia Randall not in attendance.

b)  District Councillors – Cllr Abi Smith advised the Citizen’s Advice Bureau Outreach Surgery at Minster Library would be held on 20th May.  The service also offers home visits for anyone unable to attend the drop-in session at the Library.
Cllr Smith had joined a presentation regarding a local exchange trading scheme, which is currently in it’s embryonic stage, however, it is potentially being launched in Cliftonville and would offer an online mechanism to exchange services between residents.
Cllr Smith was encouraged after visiting the Manston Reception Centre, which presented as a professional and well run establishment.  The facility would benefit from works to upgrade the provision, however, it was a successful processing centre with most people being administered within 24 hours.
The Planning Inspectorate has accepted National Grid’s application for development consent for Sea Link, a proposed electricity connection between Kent and Suffolk designed to strengthen the UK’s energy network.  
The Planning Inspectorate will manage the examination stage, with members of the public able to have a say on the plans directly to the Inspectorate. 
Residents were advised they can register as an Interested Party to take part in the process on the dedicated Sea Link page of the Planning Inspectorate website.      

c)  Parish Councillors – Cllrs Brown and Ransom attended the Thanet Rural Regeneration Group meeting which revisited the Community Resilience Plan and hosted a presentation from representatives to outline the requirements and expectations of the Plan.  A collaborative approach with neighbouring Parishes was the preferable way to progress with the development of the Plan, and would be explored further.
Cllr Brown had also attended the Thanet Area Committee meeting which discussed the same topic. 

d)  Kent Police – PC Andy Howe was unable to attend the meeting, however, he submitted the following report: 
The increases in Robbery, Sexual Offences and Drugs are as previously communicated, historic, not ongoing and resolved. 
The slight rise in public order is negligible and we will often see small spikes in these types of offences as they can be influenced purely by such things as good weather conditions. 
Regarding crime across the Thanet Villages, we have had two instances of Burglary (one being an attempt) at The Monkton Nature Reserve. Images have been obtained of the suspects who are all white male juveniles. We are circulating these images to Police across the District and we hope to get some names. Only food items were stolen but the second attempt was very likely made to look for more valuable items. 
We also had some theft instances from vehicles at the Hedgend Industrial Estate and I have been conducting additional patrols in those areas.
There were 15 calls to the Police from Monkton over the last month with most being information based and some domesticated instances.
I have been attending the Monkton park area due to a report of a nuisance off road motorbike. I am yet to locate or get a description of the bike and rider so any information on this would be helpful.
There has been some fly tipping on the farm track at the top of Monkton which I have reported to TDC.
These tracks are patrolled daily by myself, and I have recently made an arrest at this location so please report any suspicious activity to Kent Police/myself.
I did get some calls in relation to road works ongoing in Monkton which were causing some drivers to become frustrated (around the school drop off/pick times). These were remedied quickly when I liaised with the workman.
Other than these minor issues, it has been reasonably quiet across the Villages.

09/25-26	RECREATION GROUND & PLAY AREA
a) A written inspection report had been completed by Cllr Kershaw.  Two benches were identified as requiring maintenance.  The Clerk would make arrangements for the necessary repairs to be carried out.
The safety surfacing repairs were outstanding.  The Clerk advised that confirmation from Playdale was awaited to ensure the guarantee would not be affected if repairs were carried out direct.
The annual safety inspection of the play area had been booked.				Action SA

b) David Mills confirmed the new green storage container had been delivered which replaced the old cabins. The stud walls inside the Pavilion had been erected, doors were to be fitted and an electrician had been instructed to renew the existing lighting.

10/25-26     	HIGHWAYS
a) Cllr Kershaw advised of the following updates:
- reconnection of streetlamp opposite 58 Monkton St (Sunningdale development issue) Involved a road closure for two days of Monkton St.  Pedestrian access maintained.  Works now completed.
- blocked rainwater drains bottom Seamark Close, KCC attended and a routine rainwater drain clearance has been carried out in late April including Monkton roundabout.
- loose, noisy manhole inspection cover outside 48 Monkton St – Contractor responsible is Bellco Ltd, being chased for action.
- two potholes at Willets hill reported for repair. Works completed.
- double rainwater drains at Willets Hill have sunk.  Reported to KCC – been assessed awaiting repair.
- report of mud on road caused by farm vehicles – under investigation.

11/25-26	COMMUNITY RESILIENCE PLAN
As previously discussed under item 08/25-26.

12/25-26	POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
		The following policies and procedures had been circulated and reviewed:
		Code of Conduct, Financial Regulations, Standing Orders, Internal Controls, Risk Management Statement
		No comments were made, therefore the policies were approved for the forthcoming year.
		This was proposed by Cllr Brown and seconded by Cllr Ransom.

13/25-26	DATES OF THE NEXT MEETINGS
Future Parish Council meetings would be held on 3rd July, 4th Sept, 6th Nov, 7pm Monkton Village Hall


The meeting was closed by the Chairman at 7:55pm.



                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
                       Signed………………………………      Date………………………..
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