Minutes of the Annual General Meeting of High and Low Worsall Parish Council held in Worsall Village Hall at 7.30pm on Thursday 21st April 2022.

Present  Cllrs Woodward (Chair), Bivens, Bainbridge, Gatenby, Guy & Clerk
Apologies  Cty Cllr Wilkinson, DC Watson, Cllr Rubin.
Minutes of the previous years meeting   The minutes of the previous years meeting were unanimously agreed as read and signed as a true record.

Matters Arising

Chairs Report

The move back to face - to - face meetings from our life on Zoom has been welcomed. I appreciate all of the work that councillors and the Clerk have done this year to represent the community and to consider matters that come before the council in a robust and fair manner. 

Thanks to Cllr Gibb for his contribution to the work of the council before stepping down following a house move, and welcome to Cllr Guy who has been co-opted to the vacant seat.

During this year, the following matters have been attended to.

Governance
· Following consultation, the new Hambleton local plan has been adopted.  

· The One Tier unitary authority will also go ahead in 2023. Thanks to Cllr Rubin for attending training on the latter and feeding back to the council.

· We await training on the new code of conduct.

Budget and Precept 2021/22

· I am pleased that accurate and careful budgeting has allowed us to leave the precept at the same level as previously. Thanks to Cllr Gatenby for preparing the budget again this year.
Infrastructure and Maintenance
· Following extensive work by Cllr. Rubin, highways have unfortunately refused to reduce the speed limit on the B1264 in proximity to the village due to Department for Transport requirements not being met. The issue of eastbound traffic crossing the filter lane used by westbound right turners into the village is now being looked at, with new road lines having been requested. 

· The PC supported the ‘20’s plenty’ campaign, although this has been unsuccessful at the time of writing. A flier was prepared and distributed to residents requesting that drivers do limit their speed though the village. Thanks to Cllrs Rubin and Gatenby for their work on this.

· Consultation with Mr. Evans regarding his proposed gift of the pound is ongoing, with advice sought from the YLCA regarding land ownership and proper use of public money for any associated costs. Further consultation of the use of CIL funds will resume if and when the ownership of the pound is transferred to the PC.

· Grit bins have been purchased for the eastern end of the Old road and the end of Piersburg Lane at its junction with the B1264. Thanks to CCllr Wilkinson for helping to fund these, and to the Clerk for organising their siting and installation with the district council.

· Further improvements to the Village Hall entrance and hedging have been made this year, led by Cllr Bivens and funded by the Parish Council using the remaining monies associated with landscaping improvements within the village. 
· A ‘Queens Green canopy’ tree is to be planted in the space between the fallen trees on the Green. Thanks to DCllr Watson for sourcing the tree and arranging for it to be planted.
Signed  ………………………………………………..  Dated  ………………………………..
· A Jubilee Beacon is in the process of being constructed to celebrate the Queens’ platinum jubilee in June. Huge thanks to Cllr Gatenby for organising and providing this for the community, and thanks to Cllr Bainbridge for agreeing to store it between uses.
· The defibrillator at the Village Hall continues to be checked weekly, and the maintenance contract is ongoing. The defib was recently removed from the cabinet but thankfully not needed to be used. Clarification of what to do in a medical emergency including a link to the BHF CPR guide was circulated. 
Planning

This year there have been a large number of planning applications in High and Low Worsall.

My thanks to all members of the council for taking the time to review and discuss these applications. 

· The following applications for new buildings or change of use have been granted:

· At Winterfield farm, construction of new farmhouse and slurry lagoon.

· At the site of Moor house farm: Demolition and rebuild of the farmhouse (now Highclere), construction of storage barn and new access track, change of use of a barn to a dwelling house.

· At Saltergill Hall: Change of use of stables to a dwelling, then extension of same. 

· Extensions have been granted permission at The Paddock, 15 Tofts Close, 2 Manor Farm Cottages, The Lodge, Saltergill Park and Saltergill Gardens.

· The following applications have been refused:

· Change of use of OS field 3557 (appeal dismissed) 

· Construction of 4 dwellings at Saltergill Hall (appeal in progress)

· Applications awaiting decision as of writing are:

· Construction of an agricultural workers dwelling at Viewley Hill Farm, 

· Construction of a new dwelling adjacent to Old Manor Cottage.

The ongoing support of all councillors and the Clerk, including the willingness to take on various tasks has been very much appreciated during my tenure as Chair.  

Many thanks

A.Woodward
Financial Report  

The Clerk reported a year end bank balance of £12,626, but bear in mind £8,208.75 of that total is CIL money and £1,744.12 is the remaining Transparency Fund amount.  This year again the main PC outgoings were the grass cutting, Mr Walker carried out a total of 13 cuts.  The 2 PWLB repayments totalling £1,920 with the principle balance outstanding of £15,600.  There is the Clerks salary which is now calculated in line with the national living wage.  The total VAT of £330 has been claimed.  Expenditure continues in line with the agreed 21/22 budget figures.
Signed  ……………………………………………………………  Dated  …………………………..
Chair High & Low Worsall Parish Counci
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