Review of the 2023 season

It is a measure of how far our club has progressed over the last few years that we were able to field a team for all the 96 matches we have played this Summer, many of which were oversubscribed, leaving some members disappointed that they didn’t get a game. Not only that, the club achieved a very reasonable level of success in the five leagues entered (see below). In addition, we regularly attracted 18 people (or more) to our Thursday evening club nights. This comes at a time when we hear of other clubs struggling to find new players with some even having to disband, mainly for that reason. 
Our final league positions were as follows:
Saturday 4 x 3 league  - 2nd out of 9.
Ashfield 4 x 2 league division 1 – 6th out of 8.
3 x3 league division 1 – 3rd out of 8.
Afternoon 2 x 3 league – 8th out of 10
Federation 4 x 2 league - 3rd out of 8.
Bearing in mind that, as I have said previously, we regularly didn’t field what may be considered our strongest team, the above positions are very creditable when you consider the quality of many of our opponents. The results have been achieved whilst endeavouring to pursue our policy of being as fair as possible to all our bowlers, as well as integrating new players into the teams.
Several of our members also competed in the EBF and Federation competitions, again with a high degree of success. Many later rounds of the comps were reached but the highlights were the winning of the Elvin (triples) Trophy by Michael Watson, Mark Lillicarapp and Kevin Broadley (Gill Dickins substituted for Kevin in the final), and the retaining of the Warren (mixed pairs) Trophy by Gill and Pete Sidebottom.
One of the final events of the season was the holding of our annual club competition where Kevin Broadley regained the coveted club trophy by overcoming Michael Watson in the final. Kevin will go on to represent the club in the Champion of Champions next year.
Away from the playing side, our large membership enabled us to keep our fees down as well as providing sufficient funds to finance contingencies such as a new marquee and a mower for the green. These purchases became necessary after the gazebo, that we had been using as a venue for Saturday afternoon teas was damaged by high winds, and the green mower that had kept us going for many years failed to the extent it became beyond economic repair. There were those who considered the buying of a new marquee unnecessary and extravagant but, in defense of that, we, hopefully, will have use of it for many years to come and, realistically, the gazebo was hardly suitable as an all-weather hospitality suite.
Yet another benefit of the larger membership is that we have more volunteers to help on the Green Team as well as willing team of ladies to organise the Saturday afternoon teas, often with home-made goodies. Pete, in his Green Team report, has mentioned all those who helped out, in varying degrees and aspects, over the season, and that emphasises the healthy condition of the club at the present time. We have every base covered, from Sue Birkin, with her meticulous keeping of the finances, Pete who has now taken the lead in the green maintenance, yours truly who is living the dream as club secretary, all the members that put in shifts, and, of course, our chairman Brian Watson, who casts a critical eye over the proceedings. Long may the situation continue.
So that’s the 2023 season over, in which, by my reckoning, 32 people have played for the club in some form or other, how impressive is that? Obviously, being outside we have subjected ourselves to all the elements, from b****Y cold, to damp, to getting soaked to the skin and to sweating in sub-tropical heat. We have encountered an enormous range of playing surfaces and boldly taken them in our stride. What a great season it was then and one in which we can look back on with immense satisfaction. Roll on next April.

Nigel Dodd (Secretary)
