


MINUTES OF THE MEEETING OF CHUTE PARISH COUNCIL
HELD ON THURSDAY, 6TH NOVEMBER 2025
AT CHUTE VILLAGE HALL

103/25 OPEN FORUM
9 members of the public were present.

Heather Walkling said she would like to obtain support from the Parish Council to reinstate a bus service for the Chutes. Jenny Hughes sent her apologies as she could not attend the meeting. They have formed a group and obtained 139 signatures from residents in the parish who support the need for a bus service. 
Heather Walking advised that Chutes Connect is a community-led initiative seeking to restore a reliable public transport service linking the Chute villages with Marlborough, Hungerford and key transport hubs such as Great Bedwyn train station. Since the withdrawal of the C5 bus service in 2023, residents, particularly those without access to private transport, have been significantly disadvantaged limiting access to education, healthcare, shopping, employment, and social opportunities. They are requesting the support of Chute Parish Council in advocating to Wiltshire Council the introduction of a regular Wiltshire Connect bus service designed to meet the needs of students, working residents and the wider community within the Chutes.
Cllr Williams has advised and supported the initiative, but he stated that the group had to demonstrate a need for a bus service as quite a lot of Wiltshire villages no longer have one. It was agreed that the best way to demonstrate this was to distribute a survey to every household in the parish and then present the evidence as the petition did not suffice. The parish council support the distribution of a survey to all residents. 

[bookmark: _Hlk136944740]104/25 PRESENT
Cllr Wall (Chairman), Cllr Hopton, Cllr Alderson, Cllr Rudland and Cllr Chris Williams (WCC). The Clerk was in attendance. 

105/25 APOLOGIES
There were apologies from Cllr Parr (Vice-Chairman) and Cllr Harker. Cllr Taylor did not attend the meeting.

106/25 DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
None.

107/25 MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
The minutes of the last meeting held on 2nd October 2025 were proposed by Cllr Rudland and seconded by Cllr Alderson. The minutes were then signed by the Chairman as a true record. 

108/25 PLANNING
PL/2025/08251 – 3 Tolleys Cottages, Chute Cadley – Tree works to reduce Beech – Support.

109/25 COUNTY COUNCILLOR / WILTSHIRE POLICE REPORTS
Cllr Williams sent in a report prior to the meeting which is attached to these minutes.

110/25 PARISH REPORTS
Highways (TH) 
In Cllr Harker’s absence Cllr Wall has spoken to Grish Lohani regarding the resurfacing of the lane between The Old Vicarage and Fosgate House. She advised that this was with the Wiltshire Highways team and she would advise when she had a date for the work to take place. Cllr Wall advised that the Parish Steward had filled some of the potholes on the Wiltshire side of the Clanville road. A request to fill the potholes on the Hampshire end has been sent to HCC Highways.  

Footpaths/Rights of Way (AR/MA)
CHUT14 – Cllr Rudland reported to WCC via the MyWilts app that the barrier at the exit onto Hatchet Hill needs reinstating because it is broken and dangerous, but they have dismissed the request as they don’t consider a barrier to be necessary here, despite the footpath ending on a sometimes-slippery bank above the road level. As the barrier is on a WCC verge the matter falls under Highways, not Footpaths. The footpath also needs clearing as it is regularly overgrown and not wide enough to walk two abreast.
CHUT18 – Anna Moore had sent a letter to the Parish Council asking for her comments to be considered. It was decided to thank her for her correspondence, but it was agreed that the matter is now in the hands of WCC and the process will run its course.
King George Playing Field (CW/TH)
Cllr Wall advised that Simon Withers has quoted £3,200 to clear the roadside boundary and erect a new fence. 
KTF Football Club under 13’s has agreed to use the pitch and will be paying £1,750 per annum. They are installing a small storage container for their kit. The kitchen in the sports pavilion needs a new water heater.

Village Hall (CW)  
Cllr Wall advised that a new window has been installed in the back room making it much warmer. 

Allotments (MT)
Nothing new reported/discussed.
111/25 FINANCE 
The Draft Budget was circulated prior to the meeting for review/discussion, and it will be finalised at our January 2026 meeting. 

A donation of £250 was made by the fete committee towards Cadley Pond for which we are grateful. Cllr Wall has used some of this to buy barley straw extract which improves the ponds ecosystem.

The bank reconciliation and the corresponding bank statements for June were circulated to all councillors prior to the meeting. Parish Council funds are £11,820.76 with £9,012.40 in the current account and £2,808.36 in the deposit account. These figures reconcile to the bank statements. The Chairman signed the bank reconciliation as a true record. 

The record of payments made and received since the last meeting is as follows:
Payments Made:
13/10/2025	ICO Subscription				£     47.00
20/10/2025	Bank Charges					£       4.25
27/10/2025	Clerks Salary – October				£   260.00
27/10/2025	HMRC – PAYE				£     65.00
Payments Received:
16/10/2025	HMRC – VAT Refund			£353.77
27/10/2025	Chute Fete Donation for Pond (CW)	£250.00
Payments for approval via online banking:
20/09/2025	Ionos re. basic monthly fee x 2 (CW)		£       8.40
14/10/2025	WCC re. Election Costs				£   340.00
20/10/2025	AJS Fisheries re. Cadley Pond			£   151.50
28/10/2025	C. Wall Pond expenses (TBC)			£     12.50
10/11/2025	Royal British Legion Poppy Appeal		£     50.00
27/11/2025	Clerks Salary – November			£   260.00
27/11/2025	HMRC – PAYE				£     65.00
[bookmark: _Hlk163482454]The above payments were proposed by Cllr Wall and seconded by Cllr Hopton.
112/25 PARISH IMPROVEMENT PROGRAMME
The Clerk met with Rhiann Surgenor of WCC to look at alterative lighting options for the area around the bus shelter which is not suitable for solar lighting. Lit bollards require a power supply. The cost of getting an electrical survey done is £1,500 but does not guarantee a solution to the lack of power to the area. The footpath comes under the ownership of WCC Estates and not WCC Highways, so permission to install anything would need the permission of the estates team. 

113/25 CORRESPONDENCE AND ADMINISTRATION 
Councillors fully support the distribution of a survey to establish the need for a bus service for The Chutes. 
The meeting closed at 9.05 pm
The next meeting of Chute Parish Council will take place on
Thursday, 8th January 2026 at 7.30pm in the Village Hall

Cllr Chris Williams - Wiltshire Councillors’ Report October 2025
I attended a Full Wiltshire Council meeting which took place on Tuesday 21 Oct.  With three separate demonstrations taking place outside County Hall in opposition to the Liberal Democrat administration at the start, it proved to be a marathon session lasting for 12 hours and finishing at 10.30pm. 
I have picked out a few agenda items and a more detailed report will be found in the minutes of the meeting when published. There was a report on the Lib Dems Our Wiltshire Plan 2025 -2035 which was adopted and replaces the Conservative Plan, an update on the Councils Response to the Climate Emergency, the removal of charges for Blue Badge Holders, which was approved after a lengthy debate and a very close vote, and an update on the Local Visitors Economic Partnership with proposals for the development of a Destination Visitors Plan as required by Visit England. This was approved after being amended.  
There were ten motions from members of the council, the most contentious one being a Lib Dem motion seeking to strengthen protection for the LGBTQIA+ residents and introduce training for staff and councillors. This was opposed by Conservatives and Reform councillors, with a friendly amendment proposed, as UK law already provided protection for all residents and sets the framework by which the council must work. Despite significant opposition from the Lib Dems, including a refusal to accept the amendment as “friendly”, councillors around the chamber voted for the Conservative motion which reworded the proposal removing any reference to LGBTQIA+.
Other items debated and approved included adopting a plan to help mitigate the potential impact of development on Stonehenge and Avebury World Heritage Site, New Air Quality Guidance for developments in Wiltshire and the adoption of a draft Local Nature Recovery Strategy for Wiltshire and Swindon. These last three items have excellent supporting documents that can be found in the agenda and minutes of the council meeting.
On the completion of normal business, Council received a Part 11 recommendation from Cabinet regarding a site for nursing home provision located in West Wiltshire. 
On completion of this, an extraordinary meeting to consider a report from the Monitoring Officer and Section 151 Officer, in respect of a Statutory Recommendations issued by the Council’s External Auditors took place.
Tidworth Area Board met on 3 November. Sarah Cardy from Age UK gave a detailed update on their work in our community area, followed by an update on Family Hubs by Nicky Harris, informing us on the activities they are running locally for families using their services.
Updates were received from those partners attending including Wiltshire Police, Chief Constable, Catherine Roper and A/Insp Caroline Ralph, Town and Parish Councillors and Col Rupert Whitelegge, the Garrison Commander. 
Grants were awarded to St James Church Our Community Churchyard Project, Age Uk, Collingbourne Kingston Recreation Ground fence project and two smaller awards for Digital Inclusion for older and vulnerable adults and a Health and Wellbeing event to be held in the spring 2026.
A recommendation from the last LHFIG meeting was also made regarding Collingbourne Ducis Church Street signing and white line amendments. 
Further information on the AB meeting will be available once minutes are published.
Funds amounting to £7000 have been made available to each of the 18 community areas in Wiltshire from the government Household Support Fund and local partners were invited to a meeting on Tuesday 4 November to explore the current food related activities in the Tidworth Community Area, identify gaps or unmet needs and discuss potential projects that could benefit our residents such as a food bank or larder in our community area.



