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LGR Update 


Kent’s 14 Councils are set to abolish themselves under Government proposals and be replaced by 3 or 4 new, larger unitary councils.

The majority of Councils opted for 4 new Councils, namely North , West ,Mid and East Kent .However North Kent  ( Dartford and Gravesend ) , Medway and KCC want their models taken forward..

KCC preferred option for LGR , a single unitary council covering Kent and Medway ,to include 3 Area Assemblies will now be taken to the next stage after a discussion at the Kent Leaders Forum.
KCC Leader has made the case for a single unitary authority , believing that multiple authorities would not be cost effective . The Government will have the final say.  
Cllr Chrisp Hespe added “ we will always put the residents of Kent first.

Climate Change Initiative


On 18th September KCC Members voted to rescind the Climate Change Initiative agreed in 2019 by the previous administration.

Previously the designation had been that KCC had endorsed the anthropogenic climate catastrophic agenda ,pushed that narrative through its policies and practices , such as procurement to the detriment of small local suppliers .

There are simply too many anomalies evident in climate catastrophism ideology for KCC , as a serious body,. to continue with its declaration of climate emergency.


Campaign for Ashford and Ebbsfleet

On 26th September KCC united with council partners , MP’s local businesses and stakeholders to demand the return of International Rail services to Ashford and Ebbsfleet .

The people of Kent have waited long enough. It’s time to open the door to competition.

KCC Leader Linden Kemkaren joined a powerful coalition including Lord Hendy , potential new train operators , French National Assembly deputy Vincent Caure to advance the case for Kent , thus boosting trade ,tourism and employment.

The Minister reiterated his firm backing for international services returning to Ashford and Ebbsfleet and confirmed the government’s support .This formal position already detailed in his letter to the Office of Rail and Road which states “ reopening Kent’s stations is an important consideration for allocating depot space to competition from other providers”

KCC are more confident than ever that a compelling case for Kent has been made .

A petition organised by local campaigners has attracted more than 75,000 signatures ,underlining the strength of public demand for the return of this vital service. If you haven’t already signed and wish to , please visit www.change.org/p/bring-back-eurostar-train-services-to-kent


Debt

In  May 2025 KCC debt was £732 million.
In September after negotiation with Barclays Bank , a loan taken out by the previous administration was repaid 40 years early , saving £670,000 per year in interest payments. This equates to a saving of £1820 per day . Debt in 2026 will fall to £650million .

